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Charles L. Dunhem, M.D., Director
Divisian of Biclogy snd Medlicine

MEETING WITH HIGE COMMISSICNER NUCKER, ME. YEGMANS AND IR. TEYOUNG
ANTHROPOLOGIST IN YECMAR™S OFFICE, INTERIGR DEPARTMENT

SYMBOL: BH:CLD

I was not unprepered for the spprosch takem by the High Commissioner
inasmich ea Dr. Conerd had already indicated that the MedicalSurvey
Teen wves met with real resistence am srrivel and that anly gradually
over a period of days 4id all of the original Rongelspese zZroup
come around for the conplete examination. Mr. Nucker slso had some
supporting documents by Mr. Hessg the Distad and by Nr. Morris
full-time U. S. sgriculturist on the atall to show that the arrivel
of the LST with 20 odd scientists plus supporting persoonel wes not
only 2 disruptins influence but fostered the following feelings:

1. If we erem't sick vhy do you come dack each year:

2. The U. S. Gov't. is very wealthy snd could easily mupport us in
toto so vhy should we not let the coprs cxop rot, and shy should
we fiagh?

Unfortunately the two years at Riit om Majuro atoll were very indolent
anes. The Trust Territory Authorities feel they must run the show
their vay or cesse to be responsible for the ajftustion. Their prodblem
i8 a very resl cne.

Mr. Bucker urged that we work throuzh their Nedieal Service as much
as possible =nd forego all but ahsclutely necessary examinations.
He believes that if Ziven 2-3 years freedon from large medicel
surveys tbe people will accept a normesl life amd bave no further
interest in perpetrating the "dole.”™ Shether he is rizht or not

I cennot suy, but I think the situmtion is serious encugh to warrant

our rossly sizplifying our studies.

The physical surveys are less of s problem but there seems to be a
tendency by the natives cspged om by & fev to interpret these visits
a2 well in a &a light--to pump Dr. Held on redtoesctivity sad to
misinterpret his coments re contamination. Mr. Rucker hoped once
s yesr would be sufficient for the (niversity of Washington tesm.
I tcld ¥r. Mucker I'd confer with Dr. Wolfe re this paint.
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