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.ajurc, Marshz1l Islands : <y
.,C e Z—
8 November 1877 - 7 :if
To: District Administrator, Marshalls .
From: | District Director of Health Services, Narshalls

Subject: FReport of Trip to Japtan, Enewetak

Gecause of increased in number and type of hkealth problens affacting
the health of people on Japtan, Enewetak which caused great concern

to the Commending Officer and his staff, Enewetak and the District
fdninistrator, Marshalls, Mr. Oscar cdeBrum, the District Administrator
of larshall Islands District asked me and lir. Murphy Ownbey to go‘to.
Fnewetak to meet with Colonel Edcar J. NMixan, the District Administrator
Representative, Japtan and the Health Assistant, Japtan to discuss the
health situatiorn on Japtan and to evaluate the health assistant program
and recomand cource of action to be taken by all concern in the future.

Iir. Murphy Ovmbey couldn't come on this trip to Enewetak because his
viife was sick. So, I proceeded to Enewetak on Hovember 4, 1977. As
soon as I arrived Enewetak, Colonel Mixan arranced a brief meeting at
his office. The meeting vas attendad by Colon2l Edgar J. ifixan, the
Cormending Officer, Enewvetak, LTC John R. Sitten, Dr. Joseph E. Thorpe,
'.0., John Ismail and nmyself. The topics of discussion during our
mezting were health education program on Japtan, district medical

‘ referral proceedures and medical referral patients from Japtan to USAF
Clinic on Eneswetak and medical referral patients and escorts from USAF
Clinic to Kwajalein or Majurc. After a brief meetina, the aroup had
launch. After launch, we visited Japtan dispensary, the tofilet
facilities on the island and the ceneral sanitary condition of the
village. Upon our return from Japtan, Colonel Mixan decidad to have
another m2eting at 5:00 p.m. to discuss health problems on Japtan
relative to toilet facflities, drinkine water, m2thod of carbace
disposal and medical emergancy referral patients and medical referral
policies to be followed, including proper medical referral slips for
patiants and escorts. In the mean tirme shown below is a 1ist of medical
supplies and eguipment avajlable at Japtan Dispensary.

1. Elxier of theophyllin covneeiniecnecenennccncnns 1 cal
PR 4-T-ToTa1-To o 5 - S A A 1 g2l
3. Tylino) suspension ..... Ceceevcecesenasaceracnaans 1 cal
L, F.S.K. t2D1ets cvrrrmeecencononacncnconeeacaanene 20330s
5. Amphogel liquid covvenen.... ceccesccroavesacnnans 12 pints
6. Amphogel tablets ceuceieecneererecerrcanccncncans 2000s
7. hscorbic acid tablets .oveeiciciiiiiiiciiiiainans 40300s
E. Fexavitamin tablets ...cvierencrerniicencncans 600Us
G. Gantrisin tablets (.. ... .iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieaiaees 2000s

10. AmeSEr CAPSUIES cvenveecrccecnnccccscnacacananons 500s

Y



11. Greseofulvin tablezs .oecveenna-. eeerancenaneeas Rialel
12. Achromycin capsules 25000 ceeevorvennereacnnnnnas 500s
13. Biscody) tablets ...cceeicreninnennnnnnn. ceeenae . 100813
14. Antfhistamine tablets ...cecvevcenennceccceanen eé. 500s.. -
15. Thorazine 25mg tablets ...vceveveciennnnn... ve..s 1000s.~
16. Tempura suspension 1/2 oz ....... crernessssannacs 60 bottles
17. Pro. Penfcillin G ........ sesavacseces cecsesdae.. B0 vials
18. Dramamine SOmg tablets ...ceeveecnnen. cetevenans . 1000s
19. Actifed tablots cvcicreeerrarecenrecencacionnans .. 1000s
20, VR-Pen tiiiiiiniiieeienigecnecccocassscsnssenanns 12 bottles
21. Imferon fnjectfon cceeereerenicnneceicnncenncnncn 1 box
22. Acdrenalin dnjection cciciircriniirentncnnccennns .9 boxes
23. Thorazine injection, J€C coverireencnecnenccnneas 1 box
24. Xylocain 1%, 50CC cicenereinenenncancnnncecnanans 6 bottles
25. Hater for injections, 50CC .ccnerieeercneccnanaes 30 bottles
26. Analgesoc Balmoint. ....eiimiiiiniiiiininianee. 6 tubes
27. Polymexin, mycitracin & Neomycin oint ........... 6 tubes
22. NMilk of Magnasfa 30 M1, 9s ......... Ceennecacenne 6 boxes
22, Rubbing @lcohol .. iiiiiiiiiiiiceieeienneanns 1/2 cal
32, Baby vitamin 1iquid ... fereee 32 bottles
31. Ferrous sulfate tablets ..ccemciicinnccieercccenn 2000s
32. Diaroy 2590 tabiets (..ot cesscecssenne 100s
332. 17 Pydrocortisone cream, Tb coiieeieininniannnans 1 jar
34, Sulfarmvion ocinthent, 1 Ib, JaPr coeeeercrennnncne. 1 3dar
35, EPSO™ SBIE ceverincrcecncnecccncrcnnnssasencanene 1 1b
36, I.V. SBLS tteurerecncnesecononcacescansancnsncnns - 22 each
37. Infusion set 25g needle ....cviececeanccncnnnenss 22 e=ach
. 500 cocnormal saline co.cieneiiaertetaieccacneanins 1 case
39..71030cc norral saline, 65 coveveeccecncrccnnnacnns 1 case
L0, 500CC 2% D/0/S eieeeeeieiineecenaneeascnncasancnes 1 case
41. 1070cc Jactated PiNCEr ....cviicieinncneencecnncnea 2 bottles
£2. Suroson GloveS, 7% SI1Z8 cevveeecetenvecnccncccnns 20 pairs
43, Arbu-hag .ieieiiciciii ittt i et ittt ittt 1 set
Lol T TN~ - o 10 each
45, Bandacas 1 10Ch cereeininreinceccecncrancaanan 3 boxas
4E. Bandenes 3 INCheS cieiiiiieeiciccnecrancccancnaan 3 boxes
47. Chromic "0 SULUreS c.ccereeecceccancccnnacanroes 1 box
43. Chromic- “00% sutures with nesdles .. .cceveecnee... 1 box
£2, Si1k "0F sutures with neadles . cveirrrniiennanns 2 boxes
D, Unbilicle t2D8 it ii i iieeeeceeiecnnarnenens 2 bores
51, Stethoscope vuicieieinnieienreaceccancasncansecens T each
£2. Rectal thermometer ovneereeeccneencncanancnannne 1 dozen
52, Oral thermometer cueeeeeeececccceceseconanacnenes 1 dozen
54. Pelvimeter (..iiiiiiiiiiiieeiecrcetacacennnocans 1 each
55. Minor sets ........ D 3 1145
58, Dl SBe iiiveererrecnncsvncacacenaconaasasonnane 2 sets
57. SYPINE®S 2 B0 tvieerieennreecacnoaneasnncnannanns £ each
Bl . FONeSiVE 2P i iiiiiiietceereaccncnnsosnsancnces 1 scool
55. Bload Pressure Cuff ..ouirricecricecncnananncanns 1 each
60. Benzyl-benzoate ....iiiiiiiicicaetecananaaaenann 1 pint
61. Silver nitrate sticks .ioeeeiiiiiiniennannnnan.. 2 bottles
€2. ReobitUUSIn SYrUD ..ot .iiiiiiieeaecccncccncncanens 4 bottles
6. Bandage SCISSOrS .oviiiininecrcaecccncnacnacanonn ) pair
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EL' Stove. ¥zrosenz. fr sterilizipg instruments .... ° sach
€5, CarLzsone CapSUIRS .ucuverceceacoccnsaccacannccanes U

6G. Flagyl tablets ..eereeriinreniecnenreaneaneannns, 0

67. Ampicillin capsules ....ouiiiiiianinnann.. .. 0

68. 1.N.H. tablets ............ cescocccccsvassane cese.0

69. Chloromycetin 250 g Cap eccevevevnnecseccenienees B

70. Solu-cortef 100mg or 350 mg amp e-ceevevvecceneses O

71. Antepar tablets ........... cerecrrescseencs ceeeee O

72, Tylinol tablets eecvecnecnnnnennen.. ...:.:...;... 0

Next day 1 met again with the DistAd Rep., Japtan and the Health
Essistant to reeﬂphasize the referral proceedurss to be followed.
I also asked tham to try to contact us at Majuro or the Distad Rep.
Kwajalein before sending any patients to Kwajalein. I also asked
Dr. Thorpe to give me a 1ist of all Micronesian patfents that were
seen and treated at the USAF Clinic on Enewatak for the period of
October 2, 1977 to Noverter 3, 1977. The only significant thing
about this list is the fact that 20 vis{ts were made by the Marshallese
werking and 1ive on Eneswetak, two stool examinations but patients were
treated by the Health Assistant on Japtan, three patients ware referped
to USAF Clinic by the Health Assistant for further evaluztion and
treatment, one patfent visited USAF Clinic twice without the Health
Assistant 's knowledce, and six emergency medical referrals who were
evacuated to Kwajalein except one died before medical evacuation.
refused to be treated by the Health Assistant and she -
requested treatment at efther Kwajalein or Majuro. She had pneumonia
which could have been treated on Japtan.

Recommencdations:

1. #ass deworm of the populace cf Japtan soon as possible.

2. A team of two sanitarians from Hajuro to Japtan to construct thres
water-sealed toilets for the community of Japtan and to reduce or
elininate the rat population on Japtan for a period of one week.

3. Upgrade the {mmunization program on all pre-school and school
children on Japtan. Infitial vaccination be done by Public Health
team from Mejuro so that records can be documented. Arrangement
for storage of vaccines for the second and third series imunization
be requested through Colonel Mixan and his medical staff, including

“Lrinat@radvice ‘andcéssistance Where 1t §s appropriated.

4. ‘hen medical emergency occurs and evacuating the patient becowes
necessary, the health assistant on Japtan after thorough consulta-
tion with the doctor USAF Clinic on Enewetak may refer the patient
to Kwajalein or Majuro for further treatment.

5. Hedical referral patients who have not attazined 18 years of age may
be permitted to have one adult parent or guardian accompany them.

6. o member of the family will be permitted to accompany an adult
patient at Govaranment expense unless psrmission is recuested and
granted by the District Director of Health Services, Marshalls.

7. A1 unauthorize medfcal escorts will be responsible for their ovm
hotel accommodation on Ebeye, fncluding meal.

8. A1l medical emsrgency referrals must have a raferral form with

PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED



proper signature of vae Hnalth Assistant, Japtan ane Jhe medical
of ficér incharge of USAF Clinic, Enewn;ak

9. Every effort should be made to contact the District Director of
Health Services, Marshalls and his medical staff, the Liafson
0fficer, Kwajalein and Distid Rep,, Kwajalein before 'evacuating any
redical emergency referzdls from Japtan, Enewetak -

Conclusion:

The hospitality, assistance, loa1stic support and cooperation I recefved
_ from Colonel Edgar J. Mixan and all his staff vas deeply apprecfated.

I was most impressed with the way they demonstrated their concern
regarding tha welfare of the people of Japtan. However, Dr. Joseph E.
Thorpe and 1 didn't think that there was any epidemic of diarrhea or
flu existed on Japtan. Of course, layman will Took at the sftuation
from a totally difference point of view. Mild upper respiratory
infection is not an unusual after field trip ship visit to an atoll.
Diarrhea of various causes is an epidemic disease in I‘icronesia. The
Hzalth Assistant on Japtan has 21l the needed medicines and equipmnnts
in his dispensary to take care of about 90% of all common diseases on
Japtan. _

,,/“ ,»
&4 p Mo
hzfr'PkaOn, H.0.
DHS, Marshalls

cc: Colonel Edgar J. Mixan, Enewetak L/"""-—“

Dr. Joseph E. Thrope, Enewetak,—v"(

DistAd Rep. Japtan/Enewetak

hKealth Assistant, Japtan/Enewetak

Kwajalein Liaison Officer, Kwajalein

D:;ector of Hzalth Services, Safipan .
File
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RUHIDHA T CDR JTG ENEWETAK ATOLL HI/ZFCRA

P @551l DEC T7

Ri DISTAD KMAJURO RAGSHALL ISLAND

TO RUNVAAA/CDR JTG ENeWETAK ATOLL MI/FCRA

INFO ZEN/DISTAD REP JAPTAW #ARSHALL ISLAUDS

of

UICLAS :

REUR P 221162 DEC 77. hceD TO Kuovw MHOW [aWY CHILDREN o MONTHS UP TO

7 YEARS AWND HOY MAKY PEPOLE B YLARS UP TO 65 YLARS AND OVER AT JAPTAN
AND HOY (ABY CHILDREW SORUWED' SINCE 1367 TO (977, Woitly MEDICIHES AWD -
APPROPRIATE VACCINzS WILL ok SENT SOON AocOVE IWFORMATIONW OSTAINED.

ONE SANITARIAN AWND THREE WATLER SLAL TOILLTb WILL sk 0o FIRS[ FIELD TnlIP
TO JAPTAH., REGUEST DISTAD REP JAPTAN HAVE 345, 9v DOLLAH READY FOIt PAY-
FEWT OF WATER S:AL TOILETS. DDHS SEHDS

dr .
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CDR JTG ENEWETAK ATOLL MI//FCR

DISTAD MAJURO MARSHALL ISLANDS
UNCLAS |
COL MIXAN SENDS FOR OSCAR DEBRUM
SUBJ: REPORT OF TRIP TO JAPTAN, ENEWETAX
A. REPERENCE LETTER, SUBJ: AS ABOVE, DATED 8 NOV 77 FROM DR.
RIKLON TO DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR
1. I HAVE RECEIVED AN INFORMATION COPY OF REF A, DR. RIKLON'S
DETAILED REPORT REGARDING HIS 4 NOVEMBER TRIP TO ENEWETAK ATOLL.
2. I AM VERY INTERESTED IN LEARNING WHAT ACTIONS ARE COMTEM~
PLATED RELATIVE TO DR. RIKLON'S RECOMMENDATIONS. I WOULD
APPRECIATZ HEARING FROM YOU IN THIS REGARD AT YOUR EARLIEST

CONVENIENCE.

GERALD G. GARNER, MAJ, USA, ADMIN OFF
PCRA, 6-2114, 1 Dec 77

EDGAR J. MIXAN,COL,USA,CDR,FCR,6-2100
' UNCLASSIFIED
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