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TREET TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS “3/7
f xgrtment of Health Services ~
'ajurc, Marshal? Islands me

fCc Zw
& November 1977 cs.

To: District Administrator, Marshalls —

From: District Director of Health Services, Marshalls

Subject: Report of Trip to Japtan, Eneretak

Because of increased in number and type of health problens affacting
the health of people on Japtan, Enewetak which caused great concern
to the Comnending Officer and his staff, Enewetak and the District
Administrator, Marshalls, Mir. Oscar ceSrun, the District Administrator
of Marshall Islands District asked me and fir. Murphy Ownbey to qo°to.
Fnewetak to meet with Colonel Edaar J. Mixan, the District Administrator
Representative, Japtan and the Health Assistant, Japtan to discuss the
health situation on Japtan and to evaluate the health assistant proarar
and recormand course of action to be taken by al] concern in the future.

ir. Murpry Ovwmbey couldn't come on this trip to Enevwetak because his
wife was sick. So, I proceeded to Enewetak on Rovember 4, 1977. As
soon as I arrived Enewetak, Colonel Mixan arranoed a brief meeting at
his office. The meeting vias attended by Colona) Edcar J. ifixan, the
Conmending Officer, Enewetak, LTC John R. Sitten, Dr. Joseph E. Thorpe,
".5., John Iszail and myself. The topics of discussion during our
meetino were health education program on Japtan, district medical

‘referral proceedures and medical referral patients from Japtan to USAF
Clinic on Enewetak and medical referral patients and escorts from USAF
Clinic to Kwajalein or “ajure. After a brief meeting, the oroup had
Teunch. After launch, we visited Japtan dispensary, the toflet
facilities on the istand and the ceneral sanitary condition of the
village. Upon our return from Japtan, Colonel Mixan decided to have
another meeting at 5:00 p.m. to discuss health problems on Japtan
relative to toilet facitities, drinking water, method of carbage
disposal and medical emercency referral patients and medical referral
policies to be followed, including proper medical referral slips for
patients and escorts. In the mean time shown below is a list of medical
Supplies and equipment available at Japtan Dispensary.

1. Etxter of theophyllin 2.2... cc eee ce wee e eens 1 cal
2. Kaeopectate 2.2... eee ccc ee cece wee c ccc cc ww etnees 7 cal
3. Tylinol suspension ..... becca we cece cece ccc cecne 1 cal
4. ALS.K. tablets 2... ee ccc ccc eee eect cee cee e eens 2090s
5. Amphoae? Tiquid ............ ec ec cw cen ect cceeare 2 pints
6. Amphogel tablets .... 2 cece cc cee cee cece eect eee 2999s
7. Ascordic acid tablets 2... cece cee eee eee ees 50s
€. Kexavitamin tablets 2... eee eee ee cee nee ceee 6900s
S. Gantrisin tablets ....0eeeecw eens 2099s

TO. Amesec capsules 2... cee ec eee cece eee c cnn cees 500s



11. Greseofulvin tablecs ............--eee ee cece r cece vs
12. Achromycin capsules 250mg .......ccce eee eee ener 500s
13. Biscody] tablets ......... cece cece ee eee ee eeeee - 10084
14. Antihistamine tablets ........ccee cece cc reeves es- 500s. -
15. Thorazine 25mg tablets .......... eee e eee weee weeee 10008.°:
16. Tempura suspension 1/2 oz ....... wee c eee ceceecces 60 bottles
17. Pro. Penicillin @ ........ oa tacneccces weceestecee 60 vials
18. Dramamine 50mg tablets ............0-- ee be ecenes - 3000s
YG. Actifed tablets .... ccc ecw cece e ee erence encvene :. 1009s
20. VK-Pen oo. ec ce ccc ee pee cet wee tee ees eeeene 32 bottles
21. Imferon injection 2... .. cece cen cece cence ccc ctcee T box
22. Adrenalin injection ...... cece w ren cennnccccees ‘.+ 9 boxes
23. Thorazine injection, Ico 2... cece cece ew ce ee nces 1 box
24. Xylocain 1%, 5OCC wc... ecw ecw wee w ce we mene enane 6 bottles
25. Water for injections, 50cc ...... cece eee wees 30 bottles
26. Analoesoc Balm Oint. .. 2.2 ee eee eee cece ees 6 tubes
27. Polymaxin, mycitracin & Reomycin oint sececcecese & TuDSS
28. MiTk of Magnesia 30 M1, Os 2... eee cece eee eee eee 6 boxes
29, Rubbing alcohol -.... 2... cc eee ce cee cee tees 1/2 cal
32. Beby vitamin liquid .......-.. 0. cece eee eee see eee 32 bottles
321. Ferrous sulfate tablets ........... cc ccc cee eee eee 2000s
32. Diamor 259m¢ tabiets ............6.. wee e cee eene 108s
S32. 17 Pydrocortison® cr@am., Th wo. eee eee ecw ew eens 1] jar
34. Sulfarvion ointment, 1 1b, jar 2-2... cece eee e eee 7 dar
35. EDsom Salt cc cece cece cnc mene cmc nce nceeecencssece 1 Ib
3H. TV. SOTS ccc ccc ccc cc cc cc ce were cc ec ew eet enn scens- 22 each
37. Infusion set 25g needle .... cence nec nrc ccnnccese 22 gach
©. 509 ce normal saline 2.2... ccc cee ccc meee eee tcee J] case

39..7090cc normal saline, 6S .. 2. ccc ccc w cece cnc n cece } case
40. 5OSce 23s D/M/S coe cece ec ccc e ee cen wee e nce nncenee 1 case
4]. 1093ce Jactated ringer ... 2... ecw ew eee cc e ween 2 bottles
42. Suraeon Gloves, Fs SIZE 1... cece ee ccc e ecw nec nee 20 pairs
43. Arbu-bad 2.2... cee cece ce ee rete eee cee e eens 7 set
44. Emote SOt ccc cc eee e wc ccm ecw cece net en cee cerccece 10 each
4b. Bandacas To inch ...... cc eee eee cece w eee cen vee 3 boxes
46. Bandenes 3 inches ..... 2. cc eee cee cece eee &5 boxes
47. Chromic “O" sSutureS 2.2.2... cee cece ween cece cece Tt box
43. Chromic. 00" sutures with needles ..........-.06e 1 box
42. Sik "S" sutures with needles ... eeew eee 2 boxes
55. Umbilicle tape .. 0... cece ccc ce cece cee neee 2 boxes
52. Stethoscope 2.2... . eee cece ee ecw cece ent teceee JT each
52. Rectal thermometer 22... 0 cee ecw ewe ee ew cee eeee 1 dozen
53. Oral thermometer 22... ee ec cece cee cere 1 dozen
54. Pelvimeter 2... ccc ccc ccc ce twee cece ccc nccccees 7 each
55. Minor sets ........ be cece ence eee e ewe ee ee eccccecne 2 SATS
SE. OE. SOT Lecce ccc ce cece cee eee cence ccc en rece 2 sets
57. S¥YPINSES 2 CC Le eee en cee cence etn e ce ceee £& each
SC. AGheSive tape ooo eee cw ee ecw ee eee cece eee cee 1 scoo}
5S. Blood Pressure Cuff .... 02. cee eee cw eee eens 7 each
69. Benzyi-benzoate 2...keeecw ween ences 1 pint
61. Siiver nitrate sticks .. 02. eee ee wee ee ences 2 bottles
62. Robituusin syrup 2... ee ccc ewe eww cece ewe 4 bottles
62. Bandage Scissors 2.2... cece eee ee cee cence ees ) pair
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celEtove. Yerosene. fe sterilizing instruments .... 7 tech
EE. Carbzson® CaPSUleS 2... eee cee ee ee ee cece ewe u
66. Flagy] tablets ...... 2. cece wee ecw e newness 0
67. Ampicillin capsules ~.....-.. esse eee e ee eee eens -. O
68. I.N.H. tablets ............ oe ccc e cece en esee ane O
69, Chioromycetin 250 mg cap -.. cece cnvccnecccntcccee O

70. Solu-cortef 100mg or 250 mg amp ........2c-cecoee O
71. Antepar tablets ........... occ cecceseccccce ane-ee 0
72, Tylinol tablets .....-.......-.e008- seecececesoee O

Next day I met again with the DistAd Rep., Japtan and the Health
Assistant to reemphasize the referral proceedures to be followed.
I also asked them to try to contact us at Majuro or the Distad Rep.
Kwajalein before sending any patients to Kwajalein. I also asked
Dr. Thorpe to give me a list of al] Micronesian patfents that were
seen and treated at the USAF Clinic on Enewetak for the pertod of
October 2, 1977 to November 3, 1977. The only significant thing
about this list is the fact that 20 visits were made by the Marshallese
working and live on Enewetak, tyvo stool examinations but patients were
treated by the Health Assistant on Japtan, three patients ware referred
to USAF Clinic by the Health Assistant for further evaluation and
treatment, one patfent visited USAF Clinic twice without the Health
Assistant ‘s knowledse, and six emergency medical referrals who were
evacuated to Kwajalein except one died before medical evacuation.

refused to be treated by the Health Assistant and she ©
requested treatment at efther Kwajalein or Majuro. She had pneumonia
which could have been treated on Japtan.

Recommendations:

1. Hass deworm of the populace cf Japtan soon as possible.
2. A team of two sanitarians from Hajuro to Japtan to construct three

water-sealed toilets for the community of Japtan and to reduce or
elininate the rat population on Japtan for a period of one week.

3. Upgrade the {nunization program on al] pre-school and school
children on Japtan. Initial vaccination be done by Public Health
team from Hajuro so that records can be documented. Arrangenent
for storage of vaccines for the second and third series ismunization
be requested through Colonel Mixan and his medical staff, including

thetadvice ‘andséssistance where it is appropriated.
4. ‘hen medical emergency occurs and evacuating the patient becozes

necessary, the health assistant on Janptan after thorough consulta-
tion with the docter USAF Clinic on Enevetak may refer the patient
to Kwajalein or Majuro for further treatment.

5. Hedical referral patients who have not attained 18 years of age may
be permitted to have one adult parent or quardian accompany them.

6. Ko member of the family will be permitted to accompany an adult
patient at Government expense unless permission is reeuested and
aranted by the District Director of Health Services, Marshalls.

7. All unauthorize medical escorts will be responsible for their ov
hotel accotmodation on Ebeye, including meal.

8. Al] medical emergency referrals must have a referral form with
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proper Signature of wie Health Assistant, daptan ana che medical
officer incharae of USAF Clinic, Enewetak.

9. Every effort should be made to contact the District Director of
Health Services, Marshalls and his medical staff,the Lfafson
Officer, Kwafaletn and DistAd Rep., Kwajalein before evacuating any
medical emergency refereals from Japtan, Enewetak.

Conclusion:

The hospitality, assistance, logistic support “and cooperation I recefved
_ From Colonel Edgar J. Mixan and al] his staff was deeply apprecfated.

I wes cost impressed with the way they demonstrated their concern
regarding the relfare of the people of Japtan. However, Dr. Joseph E.
Thorpe and I didn't think that there was any epfdemic of diarrhea or
flu existed on Japtan. Of course, layman will Took at the situation
from a totally difference point of view. Mild upper respiratory
infection is not an unusual after field trip ship visit to an atoll.
Diarrhea of various causes iS an epidemic disease in Micronesia. The
Heatth Assistant on Japtan has all the needed medicines and equipments
in his dispensary to take care of about 90% of al) common diseases on
vaptan.

ffor jz

Lh phy.
FAAon H.0.
DRS, Marshalls

cc: Colone} Edear J. Mixan, Enewetak poo
Dr. Joseph E. Thrope, Enewstakco
DistAd Rep. Japtan/Enewetak
Kealth Assistant, Japtan/Enewetak
Kwajalein Liatson Officer, Kyajalein
eon of Health Services, Safpan .
File
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CDR JTG ENEWETAK ATOLL MI//FCR

DISTAD MAJURO MARSHALL ISLANDS

UNCLAS |

COL MIXAN SENDS FOR OSCAR DEBRUM

SUBJ: REPORT OF TRIP TO JAPTAN, ENEWETAK

A. REFERENCE LETTER, SUBJ: AS ABOVE, DATED 8 NOV 77 FROM DR.

RIKLON TO DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

1, I HAVE RECEIVED AN INFORMATION COPY OF REF Ay DR. RIKLON'S

DETAILED REPORT REGARDING HIS 4 NOVEMBER TRIP TO ENEWETAK ATOLL.

2. 1 AM VERY INTERESTED IN LEARNING WHAT ACTIONS ARE COMTEM~

PLATED RELATIVE TO DR. RIKLON'S RECOMMENDATIONS. 1 WOULD

APPRECIATZ HEARING FROM YOU IN THIS REGARD AT YOUR EARLIEST

CONVENIENCE.

GERALD G. GARNER, MAJ, USA, ADMIN OFF
FCBA, 6-2114, 1 Dec 77

EDGAR J. MIXAN,COL,USA,CDE,FCR,6-2109

| UNCLASSIFIED

Boy PP UUUU Aw Al io F DEC

6

~
+


