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Not all of the radiation which one ordinarily observes with a Geiger
counter comes from atomic bombs. There is a natural background of
radiation everywhere. It varies from place to place, and even from
time to time, resulting in 30~300 counts per minute on the counter.

Everywhere on the earth's surface, in the air, and even in human
and animal bodies and in plants, there is natural radioactivity due
to the presence of uraniua, radium, radiopotassium and other active
elements in the earth, radon and thoron in the air, and cosmic ray
particles from outer space. Altogether, these radiations result in
doses to human beings of 80 to 800 milliroentgens per year. Depend-
ing somewhat upon the particular counter used, these doses correspond
to 30-300 counts per minute. Dose levels of this amount are harmless
to human beings. In fact, dose rates as high as 300 milliroentgens
per week, corresponding to a rate of about 5500 counts per minute,
have been agreed by international authorities to be safe for human
beings.

All measurements of radiation intensities or contaninations should be
expressed as over and above the background intensity of 30-50 counts
per minute,
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sion seven or eicht minutes alter the crew saw ite flashe 11
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flash and the snot were tie ash fell uvon then were resoccte

ively 19 miles and 24 miles outside tac dan-crezane which the

aiited wtates Goverment had vaviously estailisied end cake

Lieiced by te a2fieial mucli¢a.ion tlotie? to Karinerst. ForSoed

the details as to tue navecent of the vessel reference is “algand Ey
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tier feel abot place t.en in t:s position of cxnerincntal

ook cise Tals is est.cially true were the exatinstio is to

ta condict:-d ov physicians otir than Japmesee sche Jananese

witrorities, hovever, are continuing thicir efforts to tersuacte

tee natients ta underso a mare econnlete exarnination cr Avwrie

ean “ersonnel at the Gurllest omortunitye

unoof the blood co.xr.t of tae exnosed Pisierefs3e as to tie cuss

"un, inforsation furmisied to the amcriean inbassy in roxy

be the Jananese Sovermernt would soncar to show that there is

Little srouid t2 conchuce the corncitions of these Prisherwa

are nol serious, €s~weially unen t.e exuraordinary nature of

tongs cases ere taken into eangidcration.
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The following data has teen obtained es a result of investi

c.tions conducted by tre Javanese Covernsert with recard to the

Facurya Maru fo. 5.

The course of the Fucuryu Soru Yo, 5, its mvexrort and cir-

evastances of the accicéent as descriced hereunder are conclusions

drew fros (1) state-onts mace by the vessel's axinper, fishing

master and other sesbers of th: crew; (2) entries in tre shin's

Lecebock and fishing records and (3) neteorolozical concitisns at

the tine of the accident as revealed fran the inveatication by

the Central “ctesrological Coservatery. All cates and cars given

hore are daven Standard fine,

Il. Stricken VYasselse

Daser Paruryu Meru Soe 5

Tyre: bishing toat, $5.9 tons

Razistration Noet £9 20553

Suner'ts pans Faxuict:d Wistdvawa
and address 13-721, Yaleau, Taizies:

Shigusha Srefectora

Suisperts naw Hisakicht Tsutsuh
and addresses 50, Ryoyashixi, Sakusaine-‘ura

Haguedia, Alenal Prefecture

iaher and nats 23 peracns (Haas are civen
of crow: in the attached list)

Gesteat and kind Tune and ot.er fist
of carzot Total 2,299.3 kan
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It. Course ant Noverent of the Fucurya Hera Noe Sse

le

20

The Fasarya Hera hoe 5 left se port of Taleu, Srisuoka

Prafectura, at. 1139 hours on January 22 and headed south-

eastuard. On or avout Janicery 27, and fron a positicn in

the neighborhood of Lat. Z7°3S'i. and henge 1hO°S7'IE. L

shifted its course eastward. It starte?d fishing on Fetxuary 3,

at Lat. 26°17 V2. ant Lonz. 17i°30'C,. Fiehing oocratien

wos made several tives until Fobrinry 12. Later, in order

to fish in the neichborhocd of the Marshall Islands, tha

Yeasel chanced its course and, wille fishing on the way,

i% reached on February 23, a position in the proxisalty of

Late LLOLL3th. aul Lonce 173033'2,

(flor February 23, the veacel direatsd its course towrd

the west and eneaced in Fishing occretions, on Mare.

at aocroximately S115 hours it arrived at the positisa of

Late 22°93 Lett. and uone. 146754 V/Ste. and atarted to ast

Lines, It exvcieted esctting Lincs at 9312 hrurs at Ist.

19S! 1/S0M, and tone, 166°35'E, Aftervard At erulecd fox

ten (10) minutes toward tig northecect (estiaated oma! sing

oe pe
n sstance: 1 U/L naatical alles), and drifted with its enzine

Storped. About OL12 hours, after it had drifted about

tuanty (20) nlnatea (estimated westward tidejeway, alout

¥,
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one Lalf (1/2) nastical wile), a sirea: of Light which

soead te havo resulted freq an atenie boszb exolesion

a3 Beene The vessel's nesition at that tins wes aoproxl-

mately Lat. 12¢53-1/L%. and Lonte 1659250/UIE.

ALoat seven or eight sinutes after the light had been eeen,

a dstonaticn asparertly resulting froa an atoale bomb

explosion was heard and the veasal insediately started

hauling in its linese Shia operation ended at 1039 hours

and tis vassel hesied toward the north ts get ost of the

aYrete

&fter O50 houra, “areh 2 the wossel shifted its course

toward the north-west and headed for Yaisn, it entored

the port of Yaigu at 3590 hoars on March 1h.

IYI. Cihreunstances of the acclidantie

le

2e

CHIVES

About Ob12 hours on Parch 1, @ reddish Lrilliant light

was eran in the dircctisn of uestessuthvest of the veasele

The color of this light gradually turned to wi ite-relloyv

and acain beck to red end faded uxaye

No wind rasulting fro. the esplosicn vas felt witnin tho

mex scven or eight minutcs bub two blasts were heard in

succession. 4 cloud having the shape of a srisurosa Kos

seen in the cirection were the light was first sean and

this cloud startel to exsand ecavering the sky with dark

Clouds.
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3. As the crow naw tio light, sos of thes roallesd that

Le

probably an atomic toast, about which trey recs-cbered heying

read in the newsoapers, might have occarred, Anticinating

danger, they atarted hauling in the Lines at about 3139

hours, fron the position were thay Lad previously finished

sotting the lines, progressing in the o-posite direction

toward the northeast. The lines vere hauled in by machine

uging what is eailed a linewhauler. Khile haulinz in the

lines the vesact's angine rescated the process of "ga slow

shead” and Meton® axi tho sare againe In the present

instante all hands «ith the excention of a few encinecrs

on uateh wore warking on tie u-per deel: and in the «heel

houses

In the aldst of the o-aration of haulin= Lines, avout three

(3) houra later than the nonent the Light had been aeon,

and at the estimated nositien of Lat, LL9S4 2/LIT. and

Lone. 1867.2 1/25. asics etarted to fall on the dock, waten

wes turned wiite. As tho bouline operation ended about
a
)1935 hours in the vieinity of thse catiented position o

Labe 12°32. awl Lonte 165°53'f, the vegesl headed for

north in the direction were ashes were not felling and

eruised vith a spect of seven (7) nautical wiles tryin

to evacuate tue arese
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The crew, after having hanled in the lines, worked on the

upper deck engaging in processing the cate. The ashes

kept falling until about noon, when the vessel reached the

estinatd position of Lat. 12°L4'8. and Long. 165°53'E,

In the following two or three days all the crew suffered

fron a slight headache and sone of thes felt nausea.

seven or eight days after tho accicent, the erew bezan

to feel painful irritatio:s, from what losked like burns

in the neck, face, ears and places where they wore

*haciinaki" (a cotton towel wrasped around the head)

whieh wore oxposed to ths ashes.

IV. iscellaneous tq

1.

30

SUEEES + : C ¥”

Nera Veet

There ig no evidence that the Pururya Yaru Me. 5 received

warnings, by radio message or any other maars, whieh being

in the arsa before the accident occurred. (sic)

investization canducted oo far showed no evidence of

any receint of any idind of warning by vessels otter than

ths Fukuryu Hara Hoe Se

The crew of the vessel did not hear any sound of sircraft

at the tins of the accident.

Matters Lelating to Co-cranicationss

ae the consunication loz is found to have been daly an’

properly entercde

be The vessel had one (1) Licensed adie Operator, second

Class, who hos a slipht imowledye cf English.
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@e The condition af the radio equinaent wos cood.

¢,. Listening houra of the vossal's radio were unfixed.

e. The cosrmnication waves were 2091 ke and 3251.5 ke.

Ve Decres of the Daraze:

Tne asount of dacage suffered by the Fukuryu Mara Eo. 5 is

now under investication.
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