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her tlie Commissioners wished

the end of test cpefé%ibﬁé; *He inquired vhet

Strauss referred:to.

to conside the press release st this time. M.

previous discussioas at Meetings 1214, 1215 and“1217 of a Presidential
ennouncement on Opefation REDWING regarding the success of effcrts to

develop weapons with reduced radicactive fallout. He gaid that the
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Secretary of State had spoken to him earlier in the day and had said that

aﬂ it was unfortunste that this znnouncement had not
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RESIFCATION REV

been released as planned,

DEPARTMIENT OF ENERGY DEC

prior to the U.S.8.R, proposal in the United Nations. However, Mr., Dulle

had requested that the announcement now be issued before the beginning of

eration Alert the following day. Mr. Strauss said be had informed

n announcement since he did not wish to respond to technieal questions

i‘gn the subject at press conferences. Mr. Dulles had then requeéted that
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Mr Strauss issue such & statement immediately.
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M. Strauss seid that

f», Lidby had prepared B proposed stetement

hich concerned the tctal radioactivé fallout from Cperation REDWIﬁG»bub

B &hich Me, Libby'believed could be issued more appropriately after the end
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M. Libby said that if the proposed statement vere made, it was ccnceivable

that it would conf*rm fO; the U 3eS. R. the poosiblllty of conskructlrg

only ¢lean veapons.

might force the DOD to such a stap. o ' ' o jf
Mr. Strauss said he believed such a statexent would accomplish two . .

purposes: one, to assure the world thai'tbe objective of the U. S. weapons

program was not the development of weapons of mags destfuctiom; and, two,

to reduce pressure for the cessation of weapons tests. Mr. Libby said that
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if the statement would essist in maintaining the weapons testing program;

he would be in favor of it. Mr, Vance seid he believed it would assist in

[ V-

doing so. Mr., Libby thern indicated his agreement %ith the principle of a
press release on this subject but ﬁointed oubt that it was an e#tremely
'1mportant step and should be coordinated wzth the DOD and other 1nterested
parts of the Government. ﬂlso} he said he believedqit vould be necessary
to declassify thé principle of varying ths.fallout from thermonuclesy

weapons. Mr, Strauss‘said hé did not-egree thst declaséificaﬁ,

necessary.
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- Commissicners then considered the significance of information in the proposed

release, They agread that further discussion of the matter suould ha deferred
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, from which it could be deduced that the U. S. had discovered the principlé

of reducing or increasing radicactivity of thermonuclear weapons. Mr. Vance

observed ‘tha-e there w'ould. Be Lissie puz;pogéi 'i’n apublic statenent 17 ther

he agreed,

were 1O indieatioa that fallout could be reduce Mr., Libby‘éa

x

but he believed since the Secretary of State felt 1t urgent to make some-.

statement, that it woul& be better net te disclose important weapons informa-

tion in it. Mr. Strauss observed that even if no statement were issued the

~President would later be‘asked_whether the U. S. had made progress in develop=

ing weayons with reduced radiocactive fallout since the President had stated

thet. this is-one of the cbjectives of Operation REDWING. Mr. Vance poinﬁed

out that it would be more desirsble to have a considered statement 1Sau€d by

g e ppa i,

the Commission than to place the President in the position of regponding to

such guestions at a press conference.,
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