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SUBJECT: Early Release of Tnivetok (V) 411729

4.0

z”{ef’e*e-q g is mac’ie to Se:re*a*y of Pefense lebt er, ¢ated G September 19
. to Axbassa Williams concerning Des_r zent of Defense long-ternm land
equiren 1is in the TTFPI.
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The reference established future U.S. Military land requirementis in the
T7PI and specified that, by 1975, FaiwetoX Atoll (in the Marshall Islands)

could be returned to the Marshailese.

As reguested by your office, a review was confucted concerning the possible

reiecase of Eniwetck at an earlier éate, with a view towerd using such a

relesse as a negotiating lever with the Micronesians. This revicy has

confirmed the f»llowing;

~ The islets in the northern half of the atoll have been Gev-
s some larger islets in the

astﬂta‘d by nuclear weapons itests; while e !
outh have been leveled for base suprori and tc-c]mical facilities.,
C:)con ut palms, the primary vegetation necessary for native sur-
vivai and iacome, a*e elther non-existent or carce on all isletis.
Contamination, both chemical and radislogical, on the northern

is still considered hazardous for lor_-g-term habitzation.

ets may require extensive and long-term external support
er and food) to support human life. E.x:tensi e
ets, both from a contamipation apd debris stand-
one at Bikini), will be required prior to any
ettlenent of the atoll.

“
i

-~ Projected Future Uses. The following Duture uses for Iniwetox
a5 a reszearch and develomuent ard scientific test supoort location
have been identified. '

-~ Project HAVE COFFEE (was STHIGRR GIRL), a satellite detection
test rrogram by the Air Force Avionies Laboratory, occasdiopally
uses Eniwetok as & staging base for itz electronically equipped
test aircraft. The proJject has an expected duration through

cneored Eniweiok Marine Biolozical Iaboratory will
study 1o5cal marine and terresirial anirals and
n. This effort is conductcd by the University of
nd will no @oubt continue indefinitely.
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-— The Pacific Cratering Sxperiments (PACE) are a series of high-
explosive tests plenned for Eniveiok. These tests are funded
by the Defense Fuclear Agency and will-be canducted by the Alr
Force Weapons laboratory. The tests are expected to start
shortly..PACE tests, as tentatively planned, will be completed
by €Y 167%. PACE will require the exclusive use of Sites FRED
IRENE, JANET, SALLY, TILDA, URSULA, PEARL, RUBY, and YVOINE.

~- The Artificial Upwelling Program is a Decvartment 2f Commerce-
funded study to be conducted at Eniwetok by Scripps Institution
of Oceansgrashy. Under this study, drill holes wlll te made
in the nuclear craters Cactus and lalrosse on Site YVOITIE to
test the feritilizing effect of deep nutrient-rich sea water
on wmarine organisms and to zssess the merits of a drill hole
for acquisition of that water. This study is proposed o
start in 1672 and continue for 6 to 8 years.

There are no foreseeable IOD requiremenis beyond CY 1915? Subsequent to
completion of the PACE tests and Project HAVE COFFEZE, the return of the
entire atoll appears feasible, subject to retentisn of some residual rights.
Prior to that time 2 phased vrogram of release, to hasten cleanup and
rehabilitation of some isleis, could vegin. Sites EIXER, DAVID, and
BRUCE have been ideantifi=d as the best for this purpose. These sites
sre located relatively nsar Eniwetok itself and are suitabnle in size for
habitation.

indefinitely if t- pro;ef _nlt al arra

e7 ad agreexnents are made
with the Micronesians as a part of the overaell status seitlement. Hsv=v°r
since the long-term benefit of these ePforts will accrue primarily to the
native popuiation, it is believed the U.S. shouild attemnst o retain use
rights to the minimal land and facilities required on a non~reimbursoble
basis.
Prior to the rejura of any isiands in the Iniwetok Atoll, however, a swvey
ts determine cieanup ard fix-uy reguirementis, 7oilowed oy a rehabilization
program for each isied, 15 necessary to permli resettlement. The Defense
¥uciear Agency and the Alonic Enerzy Commission ghould ensure that adequate
cecontoninaticon measures hzve beoen accomplished before the former inhabitan

c i
are allowed to return.

With the ezxception of initiating and conducting safety surveys and poszible
resultant sonitlzatlon efforts, ang atreﬁ”“n* rzleaslng Enivebsik Afoll, or
selected sites thered?, must avoid ob 7 Defenzse {or the it
of any acdditianal ke mcensatl 2 1 st use

rigats retained. i eze

adequately fulfil] cur

inite use rignis. niwstok

conzldered an aga




in the course rn ol Bnlwvetok, it is desirable that
no-cost, join operations be agreed to. Additionally,
no-cost use 1 which will permit some limited stcrage
where facili e) and non-nuclear weapons testing on

mutually agre

It is hoped the unexvact 2y 1y ease by DOD of some Eniwstok islets

and the CY 19Tk raturn g er toll, will prove a beneficial nego-
tiating asset ' j 11 ith the Micronssians

Aware of the negoliating bereiits to be derived from proper timing regarding
the subject, this office will awalt your sugzestions belove initiating any
action in the way of reguesting surveys to be conducted pertainlng to re-
harilitaticn in the area.

Copy to: _ iSigned) G. Warren Nutter
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