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“Subject: Plans for Initiation of BARDTACK
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Doy Hr. Presidsats

Nermally the Ateuic Fnergy Temmiesion sutmits to0 you sppreximately
six months abesd of any meolesy test sories, when the axact shots
0 be fired bevome vessonably firmm, a letter outliniag the obe
Jectives and ecope of the series. The smse letter or a later one
regonsts approval, as voequired Ly law, for the expenditure of the

Boxno. I8/ (NNZ- 324 -52

rowoen MEA 7 Mo Mok

)HM;I nuclosr mateyiale involved. iy letter to you of Decesber X
21, 1956, described the PLIHESOB Operation end thad of Fobruary 2,
1{5\7 mquested approval for expending naterials.

Flagning has gone forsard, w8 As nacespary, fop the next Peedifie =

saries, termed Oporation MARDTACK, mod plemmed criginally to begim

sveut ¥y 1, 1958, HARDTRCK 1s » criticsl opurstion to onr develop-
prograss and should {nelude: ‘

1. ighegltitude firings to tost our capadility to detect
nucleay detonations undey these conditions and ¢o oblain
offecte infornation applicable to high-altitude miselle
and counter-sissile progrums.

2. Soversl shots necessury for the develsgmont of officient
clean wenpons io xediue sud higher yleld.

3. Proof tests of warheads for the IRBK sad TouM,

9
ke Developmentel and proaf tests of peveral new boasbs aad \, oo
warheads for our defemee or other tactical usee > g;;
5. Sxploretory firings to estubiieh prineinles commected 0; > }T
with sasller or elesner or otherwise improved desiges o '
to inclode ¢clasn, Yattical designe. o S I
[
6+ Carteln wespons effechs tests for the Toparbment of %E o
Dafense. Er I~
58 S -
7. PForther stady of the fallout phencwens. £ _lag 3
in viaw of the importance uf this sexior to our dofense yostiure <:'. ®}> >
and the presant state of intermational relstions ﬁthmtus‘“ e O - B
tepting, it appesrs desivable that we start HARDYACK as early ae
<. Posnible consistent with achieving the necossary cbjectives of N
%CM""““{“"—CC‘y o A o w0 Enclpsin A H I/ v i}
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The Pragident e

4he Opersticn. !‘obmm Wmn%ﬁmmw
of Defenne and belisve thah, 4f the series ies lizited to sesen~
tial tests, the series would be Initiated about 1 April and be
conplated within four montde. An estinsted 25 shots would be
invelved. It is not possible st this time to specify the exact
devices to be Lfired vr the expenditures of material imvolved.

Te neet this schedsla, howewer, we must laform our mmma
that their develapment effert sust be oxpedited and be directed
towards the sarlier dute, we must axpedite the readying of the
Jaiat Teok Powes whish comduecis the tperation, and we must ex-
pedite the shipuent of materials and comstruction of tast facilie
ties. These astions would soos lead to surmice thal we were
proceeding with pmmumma Pacific test operation to start
sarly in 1958.

¥e beliave mont atvengly mt Waunn HARDTACK shodld begin es
early as posaible and ntend 40 procesd with the Departumt of
Defense with preparetioms on this basis. iHowever, in view of
the disarsanent negotistions unier wey, wo belicve you would
desire to be inforaed of Whis favt prier to owr prooeesding. We
Mmm.mtmmmammzwm
1y to make plans and prepavations for initiating Opewstion
HARDZACK an sarly ae possible and shall sulmit to you later s
:‘mmmunmwhummmrimwormunmu

Regpectfully yours,

thatrman

he President
The ¥hite House
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