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Homgrable Herbhert B loper
Chalrvmn Mitary lisison Covaittes
to the Atomie Borrgy Comelonicn

Depe M. Loper !

Attey the relatively heavy feliowt on the Harshall Islapds Macen 1,
1956, 8 inhabitenty were svacusted firet to Xesjelein exd to BJit
wherey they sre mow living. There heve deen putlic statenssts, con-
curred in by the AMosic Bowegy Ccomtssicon, Departsent of Intarier
and e Depertmat of Stabe to the oelfect that these people will
e returned to thelr howe Jslund of Ropgelsp 4% 5005 88 Bewltd <op-
sidorutions pureadit. Such & sdatenent wns sutwitied > the LT¢h
Besston of the U. ¥. Teusteeship Conncil fukcoostties of Petitioms,
Pareh &7, 1956 by . Vervonm D. WXy, Special Represemtative of
the sdadinistoring futhorities fur the Trost Territory of tha Pmeiflcs
Talugds .

teversl rodioingionl surveys of the Mersholl Yslunds, sspscially
Romgeisy Atoll, bave Deex mede Guring the past twe and crm~hall
yours, 1he intest acvey (Muly 23«64, 1936) indicetas a presence
of & rasldual contasination om the laland of Rongelap, but ot &
lavel that 18 acceptabls fom & heaith potnt o view, both Ior the
potantind externel mumse radistion exposure and the strontium-50
comtent in the food supply, vith the possilile emeeptiom of land
Rralen o

Therefory, tiho position of the Avemtc Bnergy Comlusion $i that the
Bongelapess copld be roturned $0 thelr howe lsiupd &s goon aw yo-
asbhiiitetion procedares on the Iaslabd of Fomgalapy are scaploted,
with the advice that Inad cyads not Lo saten st this time., The
plans for the raturn ol the Bangelapece have boen vomcurred in

Ly the Depsrisent of Interlor which is the Goveranent agency
responaibls Tor the Trust Territoriss, sud by the Departamt of
Brate s
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Honorable Berbert B. Loper -2 -

Reconstruction of homes and other facilities on the iaslapd, which
have dateriorated during the pariod of imoceupance, will begin in
the pear future. It is expected that the irnhabitants can be returned
by early summer.

Bincerely yours,

General Manzger
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