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Memorandum for Those Listed Below

R

Subject: Proposed Interior Department Amncuncement on Return of

Rongelapese

AEC 125/30, approved by the Commission on February 21, 1957, included
an Appendix "E" s draft announcemsnt to be proposed to the Department
of Interior for issuance whsn the Department determines that the
Rongelap inhebitants can return to their home atoll.

The Department of Interior later provided us with a revision of this
draft, which has been edited by the Divisions of Information Services,
M{litary Application and Biology and Medicine. It is similar to the
draft proposed to Interlor, although less detailed. A copy is attached
for your information.

We are advised that a letter has been sent from the Commission to the
Joint Committes, stating that the Commission has determined that the
Rongelap people may be safely returned. Since the announcement will be
mede by the Department of Interior, which has responsibility for the
actual decision as to the natives' return, we do not believe that
further notice to the Committee is necessary. Mr. LaPlante's office
concurs Iin this judgment.

After receiving Commission comment on this draft, we will return it to
the Department of Interior, with a notetlion that it would be wise to
consult the Stale Department for sdvice on timing of issuance in
relation. to possible International impact.

: BEST COPY AVAILAGLE

Morse Salisbury, Director
Division of Information Services
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RNORLAY FFOFLE TO RETURY 10 THRIR HOMES YN THE TAUST TTRRITORY
OF THY FaCIFIC THLARDS

Flans sro bedng meds for the return of the Remgelap people wvho were
expoged to fallout during the mclesr exporiments ai the U.3. Atomda Znergy
Commiesion's Tolwetok Proving Grounds in Merch, 1954, to their hows atoll .
in the Marahol) Inlmods in about five months, the Department of the
Intericr smnounced today.

Fue plens sre being mede o8 & result of Information fyem the Atcads
fnergy Commisoion that the people msy mafely be returned to Rangelsp.
The Commisaion heo sdvised the Depertment that 1t hes oarefully evslusted
data frem neversl redlologies) surveys made during the pest tao and
oe-hell years, The reeulis ef the latest sorvey indoste the precence
of residusl redicestivity at a lewel that is accepislle from a health
point of view, both so regards the patential externel games radiation
weponure sod StrentiwmeS0 in the food mupply, with the poemible exceptien
of lend crebs. The Rongelep inhatdtents will be advised not to est lend
crele, pending the resylts of future radlclogies) surveys. Land orebs
ere not a mejor ften in thefr normal dlat.

Hghty-two Rongelap inhebitenis were removed from thelr home atall
follewdng the fallont timt cocurred after the ¥arch 1, 1954 nucleor test
at the Endwetok Froving Cromds. They remmined on Xuejalein wmtld
June, 1954, wien they werw moved t0 & villape consirucied for then cn
EJit Tskand $n the Majuro Atall.

A rmmber of fotngalay inhablisnts who were mwey from the atoll at
the tma of the fallout s)so have been Iiving en BJit or elsewbers in
the Meratwll Islsnds. The sise »f the group also has Lesn incracsed
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by marrisges with nonresidents of Rongelap end by ddrthe, snd about
220 persous will be returned to the Lalend.

The muperficisl radistion skin burns received by scme of the people
ap & result of thelr exposure wers healed Ly the fudl of 1954, Thare
has been & regrowth of heir, noymal in color, taxiure and smount, in
the individuels whe experlenced loos of hair following the fallout.
The psople have reasived pariodisc medicel exeminetions from Atemis
fuargy Camipaion speoialists and Trust Territory physicisns, Medicel
cxspinations will be coniimmed in the future.

Flans for ithe rebsbilitetion of Rengelep include the consteuetion
of new homes spd cowmnd 8y bulldings, replacement of village satoesa
paths, incressed wster storage fecilSties, and instellation of a
twoevay redie casmmicstions facility.




