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Considering developments during and subsequent to Creretion CASTLE,
the Commission believes that news media representation at one shot
in Operation HEWI8G is desirable to provide opportunity for ac<-
curate reporting of events ag 4 means ef proncting public coapre~
hension of test objectives, dispelling alerepresantations and off-
vetting sttacks on test programs. ‘the Eecretary of cefense agreed |
that such representation is desirable and his office, in letter of ~
February 29, 1956, expressed the belief that a feasible plan, vith
souropriste geeurlty safeguarde, ecsulc be arranged. Accordingly,
the Atowle faergy Commission snd the fepartment of Defensa stafia
4ciatly have prepsreé a plan, invited the appropriate madia groups
te designate pool representatives, and are at present working oat
the details of a program.
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the program vigutlised consists of observation of the large yield
shet scheduled fer Hay 1, 1956 by about fifteen 7. 5. news media
representatives, one ti. 5. Information Service fepresentative, and
abeat twenty Federal Civil Cefense Administration representatives
on the level of Yegional and Stete Directors, supported by about
twenty Atemic Energy Commission and Department of Dafense slassi-~-
fleation, informstion and security specialists. fhe observers
would gather in Hawali at their own expense, procecd as a group
ty allitery aircraft to Cwajelein, berth and ness aboard ship at
the deck in fwajalein until called forvard by the Commander, Joint
task Force SEVEN, proceed on selected island tours, view from ship
(er single aireraft) and record on fila a megaten yleld shot,
retarn via ship (or plene) to Ewajalein, thence return to Hewali
by air.

Federal Civil Defense Administration participation in the program
will provide an epportanity fer selected state and regional FCDA
directors to chserve the events associated with a theraonuclear
detonation in order that they uay te better oriented with respect
te civil defense prebleus and FCDA objectives.
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The program is based on the premise that the special observers
involved will net have access to classified information. In
keepingwith this premise and in order to achieve the objectives
of the program, the Comission has determined that the following
information may be published without constituting an undue risk
to the common defense and security:

&. The yield of the selected shot is expected to be
(and was) several uegatons (now Confidential -
Restricted Data);

be The selected shot is to be (and was) an airburst
(now Confidential - Yestricted Data);

Ce The code word .EDWIKG when associated with the
1956 test operation (now Confidential - Cefense
Information); end

Ge Information that the test detonation has taken
place (prior to the official ABC-EOD announcement)
(now Confidential - [efense Information).

As 4 basis for funding, it is proposed that the Department of
befense fund for the operating expense of ships and airoraft
involved and provide all necessary equipment; Atomic Energy
Comaissionwill bear the costs of installing communications
equipment and modifications ef ships and aircraft incident te
such inetallation.

Sincerely yours,

Chairman

Honorable Herbert E. Loper
Chairman, Military Liaison Comittee

to the Atomic Energy Comission

 


