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Considering developments during and subsequent to Cperetion CASTLE,
the Comnission believes that news mediz repressntation at ons shot

in Cperation FEIWINC is dssirable to provide oppertunity for ace
curate reporting of events ss a msans of premoting public compre-
hansion of test cbjectives, dispelling misrepressntations and oif-
zetting sttacks on test programs. The Secretary of Defense agreed B
that such representation is desireble and his office, in leotter of
february 29, 1956, expressed the belisf that a feasible plan, with
apyropriste security safeguards, eculd be arranged. 4ccordingly,

the Atende Zpergy Commission snd the Tepartment of Defensa stafis
jeintly have prepsreé a plan, lmvited the aprropriste media groups

to designate pool representstives; snd zve at present workisg oul

the details of 2 program,

The program visuslised cousista of observation of the large yleld
shet seheduled for May 1, 1956 by about fifteen . 3, news media
representatives, one ¥, 5. Infermation Service epresentative, and
aboat twanty Federsl Clvil Defensa Admdimistratien represssantativen
on the level of Regiomal and State Uirectors, supported by about
tugaty Atexic Energy Somission and Department of Dafense classi~
fication, informstion and sesurity specialists. 7Tha odzervers
would gatker in Hawali st their owm expense, procecd as & group
ty mdlitary sireraft to Twajalein, berth and mpess aboard ship at
the dock in Yeajalein until called forward by the Cammandsr, Joint
Task Foroe SEVEK, proceed on selectad izlaad tours, view froa ship
(or single airoreft) snd record on fila s megaton yleld shob,
retarn via ship (or plane) to Xwajalein, thence return to Hewaiti
by air.

Fedarsl Clvil Defense idministraticns partieipation in the prugram
will provide an epportunity for aslected state and regional ¥CTi
directors to obsarve the events associnted with a thermonmuolear
detonation in order that they may te better orignted with respect
to ocivil defense probless and YDA objectives.

$

CLASSITIZ nI~ ¢ ‘
: ~
o SN
BY uiiinis, o P T d]
BY Z}li.tf{_,c.af-_ ol T W S I .

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

COPY FOR THE SECRETARIAT 7i=



-2-

The program is based on the premise that the special observers
involved will not have access to classified inforwmation. In
keeping with this premise and in order to achiéve the cbjectives
of the program, the Commission hes determined that the following
information may be pubdblished without constituting an undue risk
to the common defense and sscurity:

&, The yield of the selected shot is expected to be
(and was) several megatons (now Confidential =
Restrioted Data);

be The selected shot is to be (and was) en airburst
(now Confidential - Yestricted lata);

ce The ccde word REDWING when associated with the
1956 test operstion (now Confidential - Tafense
Informationj)s snd

de Information that the test detonaticn has taken
place (prior to the official AE0-I0D announcement)
(now Confidential - ['efense Information).

As A basis for funding, it is proposed that the Department of
Defense fund for the operating expense of ships and airgraft
involved and provide all necessary equipment; Atomic Energy
Commission will bear the costs of installing communications

equipment and modifications of ships and aircraft inéident to
such installatiocn.

Sincerely yours,

Chairman

Honorable Herbert E. Loper
Chairman, Mllitary Limison Committee
to the Atomic Lnergy Commission




