Ly LNUNGLU BUDUL, ULLVOCESLLY oL Hawall.

e

-

"N for quotation or publication.

_ 408376
CTUE BIKINI STOXY IN BRIEF : ,]l

/ “Iie natives ard actually and literally dying of starvatlca.” Harold L.
Ickes used theoe words to describe the condilica of 160 larshallese natives,
formex rausideats of Bikini Atoll. The cowmmunlry to whica he referrzed on
Septewber 29, 1947, in his syndicated coluwn "Han to Maa," had cws years
carlier baen zemoved {rom Bikini to ke way for atom bowb experiaeatzcion in

the interests of United Statces natioual defeuse. The columnist, a Iormer

Secretary of the Intericy, based his statement oun a repert conceraing the welfare
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of displac Bikiniaus on Rongerik &toll where they had been resetrvled, Ickes'
charges were directed at the U. S. Havy's administration of the islazders,
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y which that agency bore for all of the Marshalleze
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an interim responsi
and other island peoples residing in the Trust Texritory of the Pacific Islands.
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gardless of political wmotivacrions possibly involved in (ke charzes
and in the subsequent denlals by those charged, Ickes
national atteation to a people who, o 2 wmuch smaller scale, were underzoing
experiences not unlike those of millions of displaced persons in the poatwar
world. The American public was forccfully reminded of the decision teken in
Janueary, 19446, by the Joint Chicfs of Staif in Washington to couduct atomi

weapons testing on the isolated atol) of Bikini in the northern Marshalls, at
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the exponse of the human cccupants whe had to ba rescttled on another islund,
vactustion of Diklai Atoll BEST COPY AVA”._ABLE

“Bikiuilans first learned of this decision on February 106, 1356, vhza

the American goverunor of the Marshalle paid a2 visit to Bikini. Througn an
{aterpreter he rold the islanders of the Washington proposal. U asked for

thedr co~operation, Fanally heads sitiuiay tulormally in the logal council

discussed the matter at length, and chely leader answeraed the governor favorably,
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In the following month, many discussions and cunforcncc were hzld to
congsider possible sites for relocation. Most fslands and atolls ia the
Marshnllé were alrcady inhabited, and those not occupied offered few inducements
for permanent habitation. The adainistration sought advice frow the paramount
ciiaf who then lived on Kwajalein Iclund and according to traditfon held titie
to the atoll of Rikini. VFor gencrations Dikinians had used the land and ite
products in @ manner reminiscent of feudal Europe in the Hiddle Azes. Several
atoll sites werce investigated; 2ll lay ia the northern Marshalle cloze to
Bikini but sufficicently distant to escape danger from the atomic experiments.
Llternative possitilites were aliminated {or varied reasoms. The final
selection, agrecd to by the Bikinians and approved by the administraticn, was
Rongerik Atoll, about 135 miles easf of Bikini in approximatcly the same
latitude.

ho“gCV1k was Lnlﬁhabitud From time to time small parties {rém nearkby
Rongeladb Atolil czme by canoe to collect coconuts and arrowroot. Roﬂgc:ik is

smaller than Bikini both in its land and laooon and while its resourccsz ware

less abundant the adwministration judged them to be ud\.gu te for the
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Preparations for rescttlement began at Rikini with an inventory of

4
B
O
N =
(3
8]
vt
(2
[\
v

to be shandoned, i.e, houses, trees, and landholdinzs. Pandanus lcaves were

gathered for thatch, canoes were dismantled, nand personal belonpzinigsiwere
collected, sorted, and packed in boxes -or wrapped in pandanus mats. |
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Twenty-two man and some U, S. naval persocncl labored for days on Roigerik,
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building tent framecs, latrines, and concrete cisterns for the new villag

A navel landing ship came from Kwajzlein to move the Bikinian populstion.

Ca the afterncon of March 7 the goveruor cad his aides azzin coaferrod with
"t
the assembled Bikinilans and revilewed inciructicns for passage to Rongexii.
Ilater, at the small cewctery where the villegexs had buried thulr ancesters
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ch service solernnized the £inal farcweli. TFrem the

N o
for gencrations a e

shore of the placid 1ngoon; a constant flow of islanders chrrying their
posscssions wont aboard the ship. Outr}ggcr canocs were lached firmly on the
top deck. The migrants, numbering 1592, rolled out their glecping wats In
assigned places on the deck of the loadcd.ship. A movie was the only hizgh
light of an uneveatful veoyage. The next morning the ﬁikinians arrived at.
Rongorik. .
As they enterced Roagerik Lagoon ihe migrants saw, on the nain 1aland,

or them., These were {mmediately

rt

the tent dwellings which had been sct up

allocated by Juda and the atoll council, that evening the islanders had
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taken their possessions ashore and moved into their new quarters. The initizl
reaction of the people was not enceouraging. lowever, conditions improvea

somewhat as work progressed in layias cut o more permanent settlement, The
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administration provided food for several weeks until the iglanders werc
to obtain foad locally by their customary techalques,
: . )
On March 23 when constructioh at Rongerik was completed, all Azmarican
personnel returnad to Kwajalein and the wigrants, as those in any other

Marshallese community, waere on their own. At Bikini and Rwzjalcin the fZollowin

months were filled with hectic ectiviiy as the Awmericans prepered for the etem

boab tests, Rongerik offered welcome relief from the pressuxes of military
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ducies, and visitors frequently arrived, News photographers, pross rop

and even radio broadecastcrs traveled to Ronjgorik on the governor's fanvicaztion
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Unknowing press men, for example, referved to the local hea
council as "King" Juda, muech to the zunnoyance of the pavamounr chief as
4
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Xwajalein, Tow Laericans really understocd what rescttlemenr mocatl

community and most of them expressed only pas

o

ing interest in "just another
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curiosity" of.thc pos twar 3acific.

The first atom bomb exploded over tie ship-studded lagoon at Rikini on
July 1, i9b6. The second bomb was detonated underwater tweunty-~four days later,
Iife magaziné stated that, "if all the ships at Bikini had been manned, the
Baker Day bowb would havc'killed 35,000 crcwmen,' But when Juda was later
invited to view the results he saw coconut palas still preducing well, The
lagoon still posscssed thet uaruffled screnity ke had known before. He did
not understand this, and he was not able to inform his people about the
radioactivity which hod condemned the ztoll and its watere for years to come.
Homesickness for Bikini mounted on Rongerik. The months pasced. and local
resources began to prove inadequate for the‘community's needs.

Crisis or Roneerik

A full year passed before Bikinlans again made headlires in the Anmerican

press. Beginning in early 1947 the administration had become aware of

increasing unrest at Roagerik. The £icld trips made pericdically throughout
the Marshalls brought back compleints from the Rongerik residencs zalcut onc
t
- i
thing after another. All of these reporis caophasized the stronp desize of the

nigrants to return to Bikini, They did not realize, nowever, that such a nove
%
was now out of the question. The administration considered other possibilicies
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to relieve the stress but came up with no solution. A fileld medica
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reported in July that the Bikinians had declined physiczlly zo an &l

degrea, In his opinion the fault lay with the Inadequate food resou
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The governor appointced a boord cousicvilny of several naval oificers and

o

a civilian agriculturiav employed in thue genzcral pehabilitatioa of the poatwar

Marshalicesa econoxny to

L

avestigoate the situation, & report subaltted: in
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Auguat by the specialise had informed tlic goveirmor about the insuificilenc
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natural food on Rongerik,

suppll’ of

noved again.

Three rclocation sites woere evaluaced,

The board proposcd that the cowrmunity be

Ujac Atolil, alrecady

snvestigated in 1946, was rejected a second time because of the many Harshallece

fomilies who alrcady lived there.

Ujelang Atoll, over 300 miles southwest of

pikini and used by the Japanese before the war as a copra plantation, was

uninhabited. The third possibility
southernwost part of the Marshslls,
its coconut plantings.

The

but the problem of selccting a gite

had firally been eliminated, the choice

administration was ready to carry out a
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was Xili, an uninhabited island the

zlso exploited formerly by the Japanese for

S

econd transfer of the people
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delayed action for some t After Ujee

remainaed between Ujelang and Kili.

Though Xili held an advantage as a rich a2ad luwwrient icland in the raliay
southern Marshalls, it lacked a lagooa which made landing from the sca a
hazardous operation in any but the calmest weather, The administration finally
approved Ujelang as tha only practical possibility. There was further delay

1
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until the Bikinians themselves were coavinced of the desirability of szrtling
on Ujelang since they continued to have fond uemories of Bikini. Ickees’
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caustic comments caught the administrztion at this point of native indecision.
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In mid~October several Ronger

appraise the site firsthand. When

observations, the community agreed

immediately proceeded to caxry out

In Novewber, a pavrty oi young Blkinions

Ujelang from 2 ship lozded with lumber,

nixer, Their

from Ronger sometime in Decenber.

held top prioricy.

assignment was to prepard
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ce

i% council men wvera taken

)
they returnad to Rongerik and reported their

i
The administration
H
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¢ pilons whniclh had alrzeady beenjdeveloped.

to move to Ujelang.
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- Then, on Decewbex 1, 1947, uwewspopers thrcughout the United Stuates

! carricd an cnuounccaent that the Atomic Energy Cormission had decided unpon
Eniwvetok Aéoll as a new site for atomic wespons experimentation. The 145
inhabitaants cf Eniwetok in the northerm Marshalls were to bz moved £rem their
“home atell within three weeks, Tuoeir destination: Ujelang. & ﬁashington

rews release a short time later quoted the Navy Departem cﬁt az "having no present

lans for moviug the Dikinians from fongerik." The problém et Rongerik reverted
<> (¥
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to its pre-Ujelang status with one less possibility for relocation,

N

At thig point the administration decided to review the cutire siteation,
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Perhaps there was en outside chance thet Bikinians ceould be pexrsvaded
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remain on Rongerik if some program of replenting or other improvement of
atoll's resources could be effected. The high commissioner of the Trust
Territory gave the problewm his personal attention from hezdguarters in Hezwaii.

Because of wy previcus cxperience with the Xavshallece and past expioymant
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with the goverument on a survey of Marshsllicse cconomics, I wa

conduct an irndependent invastigation on Rongerik, glving special attention to

the human resources of the atoll.
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For more than a weck, from Janucry into February, 1848
Bikinians on Rongerik and obsexved them in action, No doctcr or agriculturist
was necded to concliude that the islanders were living in an extreme state of
impovaerishment due to the oxhaustion of local food supplies. The pecople had
cven orgaunized theily cconomic gystem on a more conmunzl basls to explel:s thelr
dwindliﬁé zources of marine and plant food more o

fectively., Thewo wvazs little
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that Y could suggest to rvevive intercst iIn contiaued residence on Rongerik.

The inhabitants told mo they were ready to go anywhere i€ thay could only leave
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Rongerik., scconded the recoomandations of agriculturist who gcix mouths

earlicy had declared that "departure from Rongerik has been too long delayed.™
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After hearing my prolimtnary roport, the governor of the Marshells
acted immediately by providing food and medical supplies for commurnity relief,
He then wct with the council at Rougerik and determined the conscensus of the
cooxmunity to his own satisfaction. With council azrcemant the governor began
a series of operations which included additional emergency supplies and the
removal of tha pecople from Rongerik to Kwajalecin. Oa March l4, the Bilkinians
boarded a naval vessel for Rwajslein to complete the second stage of tneir
wznderings as a displaced population., There they waited for further
investigation and a higher-level authority decisiﬁn regarding 2 site for
perwanent resettlement.

Indecision at Kwajalein

On Xwajalein Island the Bikinizns moved into the hastily erected tent

canp located betwaen the ocean and the naval facility's air f£ield, and adjacent
to a large Marshaliese labor settlement. The Bikinians were encbled to

:

preserve thalr seperate identity as a trsnsient community awnd waintsined thelr

%)
own government)and had a school and a church for their own use. Thosa who
. 4

wishked it and mot the qualifications, cbtained employment at the naval air
!
facility in dcmestic service, as uanskillied laborerys on road work and garbage

i

detail, and in the laundry or the office. %Tho administration provide.;i food and
other necessities for everyona without charge. ‘ ﬂ
The council worksd with the administretion to find another site.; Ujae
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Atoll was for a third time rejccted because of its already large population.
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The final-choica narroued to two places: Wotho, a small but relat

unpopulated atoll abeout 150 miles northwest of fwajalein, and XKili Island
}

earlier censidercd a3 an alternative to Yjelang. t
i
In nmid-Anril, the parazount chief accompanied the governcr and fopr
¢

1
council wembers, including Juda, for an inspection of Wotho where two islands
§
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4 hod been offercd for sattlomant by the chi~ During May, Juda and ten other
/ ' ﬁiv 33*"
- won of Bikinl were trasnsported to Kili wiere they lived for two wecks, exploring

/ the {island and cvaluating itg resourcceu, Policwing these tyo,.surveys, the
. 1
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¢ merits of each sito were discussed ot length dt the Kvejzledin cazp. In a2
remarkable plebiscite on June 1, Bikini men aqd vonen cast ‘thedir ballots for
) S WRINE

aithor Votho or Xili., The results wora in favor of Rild by a vote of fifry-four
to twonty-two, ‘The gﬁvcrnor'reportcd the decisfon to the hl”x comaisstoner
and roquested authority to ecttle the peodle on TiLL,

Saveral months pasced while the request waes reviewad, The EZikinizns

bacsse vestless on Xwajalein as tbeir alicen surrcundiags lest their novalty.

()

Tha relief at leaving Rengerik wee weplzeed by on incresasinz enncyeace with the
oppressive noisae of arriving ond departing plenes 2ad the conctant tooming of
the ocean surf, Long accustomed to a guict exisgtence near a gheltered lagoon,

tha people talked now constantly about Rikini, rocalling its beautles and

virtues cs thess bocame magnified in thelr di wing memories, Morale Iz21l,

Although they h=d votcd for 2 new heme on Xill Ysland, the pecsle be

doudt the desivebility of s.chk 2 move the loncer they pondered its disedvantsgecs,

In September, avproval come from the high comzissioner to begin tht KLl
projoct. By the end of the month, a work party of Bikinions end T. S. naval

i

rarsownbl from Xwaja lcin had landed on Xili wilth eguipment and crders to prepare
a ner village sita. Tho men cleared an crea near shore oa the aorthwsst side

of the {sland &nd gt wtad conatruction on a councii house, disransary, scora,
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copra warchouse, znd cilsternas.

Rili, a New Yemo in o tow Land
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On ligvember Z, 1548, two naval vessels orxived at !

with 184 displaoced percons on beoard. cavy scas deleyed £incl landin

i

i1slenders and thelr pocscsaions until liovewber 7, Mozt of the Americens



