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448 ‘conans’ sunsummary of the latestpurvey of the
health status’ofthe Marshall Islenders ‘carried out in March 1960
DE seasAySoper : Brookhaven National Iaboratory:

‘Conard’ geome:to" have solved. very effectively: the problema
‘oreated by the. former annual invasion of the Ielands by a too-
large: survey partys: The cooperation of the local medical con»

‘ tingent was’ effectiveeend genprally satiefactory. oy
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I vould’take s briefly summarize for you some of the highhights of the
ent survey.’ Everything really went very smoothly and I was quite pleased

a fine spirit, of sooperationshown by the Trust.Territory officials.

cal’ technician fromBrookhaven) and I arrived at Kwajalein
Dr. Ezra:‘Riklon, thepractitioner at Ebeye, had rounded up
ngelap people’ now residing there for examination. Drs. Fennel.

>,An charge of the Kwajalein Hospital, were most cooperative
vedus,touse their: facilities for the examinations. They were also

fenough‘to loan‘us severel' items which we needed for use at Rongelap.
payinWhite,/at present the DISTAD assistant at Kwajalein, whom you

ipemember well,. was alsovery belpful. Hehad our three medical

N wo “Dr. ‘John Taman, the medical -
Gitdope DY.Micking!s place at Majuro, had rounded up

eyeral(Rongelap,people’ tobe examinedas well as a few children for height
ight:measurementeaas‘part of:the growth and development control group.
examinations we compreves. the following days

aye

accompanied the group. He went .

“into the.‘agricultural situation on Rongelep. We -
Trust.Spekinecd cargo ‘ship, on Wednesday morning

Labo: ry;‘equipment: We did not sail for Rongelap until the
2.92,th 218th since, in view of Captein Robert's unfamiliarity with
egoon, "he. wished'to arrive at a time when.thesun would be to his
Sientered the.lagoon in order to steerthrough the coral lieads.
peessoonathe lagoon off Rongelap village on Saturday after~

re Mssainereacigtzete(Buea) came aboard. Enos: indicated

 

theagriculturalist who had ‘been livingon the island



  

 

  
  
  

 

  
   

  

   
  

    

   
  

  

    
  

ryofthe same,types ofp auestions came up that have
ng thes present. healthstatus, etc. They were

+ medical::team had joined forces with

ne sxat intervals’"and ag s00n as they were safe for eating, we would
Li know. This: continued restriction on the crabs seems to irk them no.

weregaly one or two people, chief. of whom was Jabwe the health
_ (He later agreed to be

 

he. ‘of. that ‘afternoon was spent in setting |up ‘the laboratory and
rganizing the achool building for the physical examinations. The next day
reing ,Sunday, . the examinations were not ‘started until Monday. On Monday
orningthe people flocked in in greater numbers than we could handle and
heir:attitude was entirely. friendly and cooperative. There were only one
two!‘at’ most who would. notcooperate, We carried out the hematological

inations which included WSC done on the electronic Coulter counter, and
Mearsiwere: taken and stained for differentials, besophil countsand alkaline
‘phosphatase determinations. .A brief. history was taken by Dr. Ezra and

. Macdonald, Iseac and myself earried out brief physical examinations on
aoe all.the. exposed people... A Limited, number of urines were collected for radio-
Bchemical analysis. There were po!cases of cancer, leukemia or any other
dgnificant. findings on examination of the exposed people, nor were there

ny. elevate ane counts: which were significant... :

+. appeared ‘to me ‘thet the ‘attitude ‘of the people was, if anything, better
his year.There seemed to be some vague knowledge on the part of the

ple, ofa‘possible, suit against our government end this was mentioned in

he meetingreferredee However, they did not. seem to have any specific   

 

   

 

  

 

    
  
  

 
  

 
Mr."Neas metwith. the peopleon ‘several occasions end1 inspected their

agricultural progress. ‘He was pleasantly surprised.at how much had actually
| accomplished andseemedto feel that the attitude of the people +was

etter: than|he,had,expected. :5
‘ ‘ ‘ 

le ailed for Kvajalein the “evening ofthe akth, ‘stopping by Lae2 Atoll en
route and arriving at Kwejalein on Saturday morning the 26th. We caught
‘Hawaiian Airlines plane (Which has replaced. MATS) back to Hawaii the

follovingnight... Pe os

oD ¢ nelusion tt appeared to me that the survey as carried out. with the |
“Trust Territory thie yearwas.highly «successful and from the. point of view

 

  



   

  

   

 

everyone med, is: ‘ahappy: solution to ‘the‘problem. We are investigat-
the:‘possibility. of taking. thesteel room along.next year in the cargo hole |

i 4 ifune:this ie work out.cs
As,
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