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The Department of Energy and s Herltage: The Department of Energy (DOE) is one of the
mest diverse agencies in the Federsd goversment. B was orosted in 1977 from g seore of
orgazations] enmtities fom g doren departments and sgencies. DOE encoursges the
development of energy technologies in severs] areas—soiar, geothermal, fossil foel, aod nuclesr. Bt
develops technologies aimed 9t promoting conservation of energy resources, DOE 5 one of the
largest Federsl sgenoy supporters of basic sclentific resesrch and manages 2 research coonplex that
inchudes some of the nation's pronuer laboratories. DUOE belps Brooulste national policies for
snergy use and development. Perhaps surprisingly 1o many, DOE also runs the nuclesr weapons
research, development, and production compdex as well o8 sssociated dsmantlement zmd shean up

aetivities,

DS nm,iewf heritage omes from the World War 1 Manhattan Project which built the atomic
bomb. The threads of DOE's involvement with nuclenr Insues and programs run through the
following agencies: the Marhattan Enginesy District (19421947, the Atomyc Energy
Commission (19471975, amd the Envrpy Resenrch and Development Adounistration (1975
T DOE not only toeok over functions, culfures, and traditions From these agencies, 1t also
inherited records fom therm, OF these agenciey, the longest Bved gnd muost controversiad was the
Aromsiv Energy Comnisgion {AECY  The AR dlse oresred o greater vohume of records than any
other DHOE predecessor agenoy and, ot surprisingly, DOE el has custody of 2 substantis!
voime of AEC records.
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The Atomic Energy Commission:  From s inceplion o 1947 qoil its abolition in 1975, ti
AEC carried out & Congressiont masdate for o lurge federal vole in atomic energy development.
The AEL maimained programs for suclesr weapons research, development, production, and
testing; production of phutonium and wespons grade uranium, milling and refining of uranium ore;
biomedical ressarch into the efferts of radistion and nuclesr weapons; basic nuclesr resesrch in
felds such a5 chemistry, physios, and metallorgy; developmens of nuclesr reastors; prometion of &
sivilian nuclesr power indugiry; snd condugr of ernationsl Stoms-for-Peace aothvities. Tt was
unique among federyd agenciss in combling responsibiiities to both promote and vepdate s
technology. ¥t promulgmied officisl regulations 1o govern the conduct of officials fmplementing

many of these programs,

In 1947 the ABC sseumed control of research and producton ficilities crested by the Manbuaen
Eugineer District {MED) during World War I The Bicilities wore soattered Burn o0ast 1o coass,
with the pritsary ones belng located in Oek Ridge, Tennesses; Hanford, Washington, and Los
Alsmos, Mew Mexico, The MED operated thers theough contracrs with private spdversities, such
a5 the University of Californis, and private companies, such a3 DoPort and Usnion Carbide. To
develop the atomic bomb, the MED established 5 comples of produciion plenis and bboratories
in which the government owned the fcilities but tapped the expertise of industry and universities
through contracting out the task of operating them,

The AEC did not change the MED's sywtem of government-owned, oondractor operated (GO0
factities. To provide government oversight of contrastoy operated facilities some distance from
Washungron, the ABC lnitally crosted five feld comers of operations and gave them brogd
delegations of authority. Bach was o mange o dfferent part of agency programs, and exercised
brosd authority within Broits set by AEC Washingion headanarers, Each, however, was w have
unussl inddative and Seedom of sction a8 long 38 it operated within genersl policy suidelines set
by Washington. '

The Richiznd Operations Offfce: Az Richland the AEC had to overses o largs plutonium
production comples. Initial site construction bad stared In 1943 amd within 2 vears ao enormous
complex was o place. By June 1944 spprodmately 39,000 workers Inbored to complete
Hanford, By war's end they had built 2 phutonium production Boilivy consisting of thees nuclear
production reactors, three chemicy! separations plants, and other ancillary plants. o accordance
with the MEDVs practice of emploving private industyy w0 construet and operate the miomic bomd
development complex, B1 DuPont de Nemours and Company constructed and opersied the site.

Becanse this facility was 5o large snd complex, in 1947 the ABC created 2 fisld center of
operatons whose sole tazk was 10 supervise the Handord plutonium production folity. Called
the Office of Handord Directed Operations, the AED soon changed B narme 1o the Handord
Operations Office, and, then o decade later, to the Richland Operations Office. The office was
tocated w Richland, Washingion, 2 fow miles from the Hanford production site. Unlike some
other AEL operations offices, the Office of Hanford Directed Uperations supervised activities,
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virtually sl of which were conducied ot one site by Ong Contyactor,

By this tme DuPour had coased to be Hasford's prime contrastor snd General Blectric had
acquired the managing snd operating contract and ssmumed responsibifity for prodhcing
phiomum. As well as oversesing site phaonium production activities, the operations office had
1 ensure & wmooth transition fom DoPons (o Genered Bleciric. In this period, facilities, such a3
the Hanford Laboratories, which conducted research on the bologiond sffects of radivactive
material, were also established ot the site. Une Iaboratory misgion was the stwdy of the effects of
rashioiodine, which wes emitted ss & waste product Bom the chemicsl ssparations plants.

Hanford production facilities snpanded from 1947 10 1933 1o meet Uold and Korean War
demands for more muclenr weppons, Dhuring this period fhve additions! production reaciors were
budlr a2 Hanford, Thus, the Heodord Operations Office bad 1o overses ¢ large construction
program while it supsrvised incressingly efficient phuorium production activigies, By 1949
approvimately 65,000 people Bved in the Richland ares, and wost of them were emploved in the
plant or 28 the operationy office. At that time the Hanford plams smploved more than one-fournth
of sl contractor personned engeged in operating stomso snergy phants and twoethirds of all
sonstraction workers engaged in buibling storme energy planis.

By the mid 1950s the operstions office was overseeing the operation of sight produciion resciors
at Hanford, The reactors were run around the clock amd improvemments 1o the three resctors built
during the war allowed them o be run # kigher than designed power levels. In the 1960z, one
additional reactor, called the Wew Producton Reactor, went indo operation of Haoford, Hwasg
dual purpose resctor, designed o produce plutonban and slevivic power. Like the other Hanford
reactors, B owas graphite moderated and walsy cooled

By the mud 1960s the ABRD had met all Department of Defonse requirements for nuclear weapons
production and bad crested # huge arsenal of nuclear weapous, Ascordingly, President Lyndon
B. Johnson decided to reduce nuclesr meterials production snd presenied B as 2 disarmument
measwe 0 s 1964 Nate of the Unton address. A5 u regult, over the next seven vears, the AEC
shust down gl Hanford mf}ﬁamm veantors, save for the Mew Producton Reagior

Az this time the Hanford ares was o one industry town. Approgimately 8300 peopls worked
gither in site plants of in the operations office. Virnually of were dependent direotly or indirsctly
on phitonium production activisies. The ABC, sceordingly, ook steps 1o keop the ares '
seonomically vishle by undertabing ity Hanford diversification program, aimung 10 bring new
industry and contractors o the sres. The operstions office’s maior task during the remainder of
the decade was 1o overses the Hanford diversification program for the AEC

The AEL moved quickly to implement the diversification program. I 1964 the ARC committed
1o the use of mudtiple comractors at the site and selected Battelle Memorial Institute of Columbus,
Do as one of the frg of thern, In 19683 Baiielle contractad 0 run the Hanford Laboratonies,
newly designated 25 Pacific MNorthwest Laboratory, The AEC then decided 10 build the Fast Flux
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Test Facility (FFTF), 1o west fuels and materials winch would be msed in breeder reastons, of
Hanford. Cosstruction of the FETT began in 1970 and took twelve vears o complete. The AEC
afso located other projects there, such s the Hanford Containment Svstems Experiment, designed
i investigale sspects of the safery of Hght water resctons. _

In 1975 the AEC was sholished and the Richland Operations Office bevame 2 part of the Energy
Resenrch and Developroen: Administration (FRIDAY Under FRDA the opsrgtions offics
snploved 303 personmel o overses 2272 contrictor emplovess engeged in plutormum production
astivities. The amsal budget for this came o sbout 871 milllon. In 1977, however, BRDA was
shodished and the Richland Operations Office became & part of the Department of Energy

In 1987, several momths after the Chernobyt muclenr resctor sonident, the Mew Production
Feacror was shut down The reactor was similar in desin 1o the Chernobyl reactor and safety
concerns led 1o the shutdown,  Afterward, most of the site's resources wees devoled 1o managing
the environmental legacy left by decades of plotontum produstion. The Rickland Opergtions
Office's job was transformed From oversesing plutosiums production to managing environmermal
clesn-up and waste products.. 1t also oversess the resesrch, development, and commercialization
of techaologies for waste vuanagement, clean-up, snd sovirvnmental restoration. The potential
health consequences associated with the operation of the compder was 2 Serious CONCEIT MNONE
many who Hve, or heve Hved, near the site. Az z resull, Hantord is currently involved in several
health refated studies and the operations office manages DOE's involvernent with these activities.

Richiand Operstions Oice Ingetive Becords: The operations office retains custody of
records vrowbed as long ago as the World War T Manhstan Prowers. Tlas means thet i bas
sustody of federal records from & mamber of operstions offices erganizations which fanctioned
under the MED, AEC ERDA or DOE. Due w the AED Haoford diversification program, 8 also
has custody of records from severst different contractor orgenizations, among them DuPon,
Cenersl Electric, and the Handord Hrvironments! Health Foundation,

The operations office genvrally controls mactive records oo the records box level, Thus, most
fiding aids to Richland Operavions Offide records consist of inventories of the contems of
indhividual boxes of records. The lovestories appear on Records Transter Request forms which
list the organization which cregted an individug! box of records. The forms, however, do not
indicate whether the boxes were parts of larger growps of records retired at the same time.

Originally many of the reconds about site activities were clasufied. The Richland Operations
Office bas now declassified many of s older documenss o response 1 Hiigation and to meet
other needs. It has placed many of these documents in iis public reading room thus much of the
contents of the boxes sted 0w the sttached Records Transfer Reguest forms may be gvailable i
the Richland public reading ronm. As won as the documents ave gvaiisble, they will be linked to
the Hanford Home Page a1 hitpSveww hanford govidos/reading him,




Richiand Operations Office—-Selecied Historicsd Photographs: The attached revords hox

. inveniories contain stings of pmmﬁmg;m The nperations office has custody of nportan
coltections of photographs, which capture site congtroction, site Bucilities, and key svents at
Hanford. Included also are some photographs of the Richland community, The foventories of
boxes B-G8E, 15264, 16273 16374, 16275, 41007, 41365, 41274, 53450, and S8843 are, for the
mest part, Bstings of photographe. The inventories of bowes 7742, 7743, 7744, and 7745 are
listings of cards which contain ai&ﬁmpmm of photographs which arg filed elsewhere. These
photographs capture mow of the tnportant Mstorics] activities ar Hanford and they span the

period from 1943 10 1978
The box ventonies may not refiect the present condition of these records,

Arvanging for Access to Richland Operstions Office-Selerted Histovical Photegraphy:
Access 1w unclassified pordons of these mutenisls can be mrranged under provisions of the
Freedom of Informetion Ags {FOLAY  An FORA renuens may be submitted, or additdons!
mformstion sbout the vecords obisined, by contacting the FOLA offier ap

Freedom of Information Agt Officer, AT-75
L1LE Depwrtment of Energy

B Box 550

Richiand, WA 99352

Phone: 308.376.6216

Seome of the repords on the atteched box invergories may have previously been mede svailable gt
the DHOE reading room in Rickland. These records may be reviewed and duplicated @ the resding
room. There is 3 fee for duplivetion. The reading rooun can be vegohed a1

DOE Public Reading Boon

108 Sprow Rosd

Richland, Wa 99342

Phone: 509-376-8583

B-mul Reading Roomi@pml gov
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