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I write to you concerning rrovlens in the rorsiczl -gleucr of .-icronesie that
nave bearn causad by the Uidtoa ftetes in violation of ie United laticns Tructee-
ip agreenans ond to zsic for vour kelp,

I wniers allese, prese“tl“ atterding a universit; in Nawaii and ny rermerer:
resicderce ic cr. t'e izinsd of IZieye, iwnjalein Atoll.,

Inotlis lotter 1oanm ccing to address some of the problems foccire veerle l2rz
as & result of the U.D. nuclezr testii- irosram. As vou are wtdeudtedly suare, © oo
U.l. cirmad ¢ United Tlaticic Trustees)ip rg»e=~ert in 1947, wiicl Iz tindire cn
Americe o adnicictering nut oritr of th. islands, T.e igreement statec tle U.l. ig
rec crzibdz to "sretect thi nezlth cz t'~ inhabi‘ants" ard tc "prctect t.e inlabi-
tants wraiist tre loss ¢f t eir land and rescurces,"

gt two months travelling threughou. the rarsiclls - te tie
olls i =zt can onlw be reached by tozt - intervieiins differnt
1% v )

i
"ave experienced £pcm the radioactive Tzllovt Treq tle ~
. e

v ou - 2
vecprle on t ¢ rronicle
‘ 3 things I have learned:

s, ..ere ore

* In 1S4¢, prior tc tl.e Iirst test series of "low yield" atcmic bam Ls at Sikini,
residents cf Lcrngelap and rearby atclls were evacuated as a preczution. Zisht vearc
later, w.en Brovo was detcnated - the largest bomb ever sxrnloded alove 5round (770
tires laeger than earlier testc) - none of the people were evicuated and several
hundred vere ceriously contaninzted witi snow like fallout on Fongelapr and Liirik,
Amerin: m.diacion nonitoring cerscinel on an atoll close to fengelay were evacur -
ted ¢ ortly arter t'e test, tutl tle Rongelap reorle were not evacuated Zor ncre

than 4% hours, tnuc compounding theri radiation problems.

* In 1657 (three yvears zf{ter the 3ravo shot), withk no extensive radiolcgical
survevs ccrnducted, the peo 1z of Rengelap were told by the Ateomic <nergr meziss*on
that their atoll wcs safe for relabitation "despite sliynt lingering radlogcv1v1tw
and 21llowed tc return home, rcllowing a court suit in lC75 witich forced tle nEv/
Dept. of ‘nersy %o cdo 2 radiolc-ical survey of the northern fars -lls, tie DCIZ'c
197¢ repcrt shows that chgelap ‘as, on some islands, radiation levels close to
tikini's, where the tests were conducted. Bikini has bcen declared unlivable for

1 80-10C vecrs. Despitc the Ail's cssurances of Fongelap's cafety, t : pec:le lnve
been livin~ on a centominated atell for more than 20 rears.

“ Tre renple of Utirilk were also contaminated by Zravo, but with abouth 1/10
of the Rongélap dose, Accord*"g7v, the AZC rea:zsured then continually trat they
woulé 1°v: no preblems - lowever, in 1977 there wes a sudden junp in tae cancer and
thyreoid proble.s eque l;‘“g . ~+ of the much more heavily exposed Rongelzp recrle.
The Am#rican doctors admitted they had Leen campletely wrong in their predictions
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n 196S the .oC declared "there is virtually no radiation left" on Biliini
and :llowed veozle t. be in moving back. But ten rears later tl.c radiations levels
vere oo i v oin Lot . the envircnmnent and ueople that tiey twere evecuated cnre aecrin

in 1070, milidns iternational headlines in the proc:ss,

The .. o ives still "hot" in 1675 (accordins to treiy our zurvers)
o Fasls “ e put the; icnored tiese potential ﬂazard° in Tever of
JERV sring Al pecils., The ALD scientists clurding the resettlemert rnde sirie ents

t:e best available source of data for evaluat;r: tre
the zut w1l after being incorporated i:nto ticlerical
leavin: people oa a da:gerously ccentar.inrted izlang

(1ce cei.zizered 2 starle in the llarsrallese diet, arrouroot (ci ilar to a
pitotlo,, since the late 1670's, ‘as stopped producing on every island ir tie lar-
c aile., =siditicenalle, *ocln from at least 15 etclls assert that the coccnuts,
arezulroit zou ctlier low _l foods eiti.er do not rroduce cr have mutated.
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&1f a2 dczen islands at Bikini and Znewecal: were obliterated

rt by the testing., This cculd hardly be called "prctecting ‘e

t =2 loscs of treir lands,”

Trere are mu.zrcus reports from different atolls of continuine mis-carrizecoz,

11 Z v deformitics in off spring. reople frem many ctodls, in addl
ot ckan and Utirik, comilain of sickness that they had riever exzperienced
il v 2 lest 10-15 years. yet the AZC dectors only look at tie peonle ti ey

: ¢ "expezed" and refuse ti.eir xedical service to thece others.

% Lree's zven [ ational Laboratory (on contract to the AaC/D;h) is charced -.its
cenguetir s resular nedical chocks on the exposed’ peorle and is responsitle for pro-
vidin: fcr ile .ecplac! healt'. care. But instead th -nf Codoaiors . hiave concistently ‘
micslezu t'e De0p7e cbout their radiation exposure (thz twrlx and E kini situatiors

are exx rzlcs of + is). N R ek L ) 3

T subrit that t'e radiaticn problems did not end with tie ruclear tect -recre.
in 16:7 - that in Toet tiey are just beginning to be felt., The problens '=re are z
result o7 nclicies wiich ave been formulated from very subjective interpretziion
cf t'e radiclorical irformation and it highlights the critical rneed for an alter-
native peint of visu. These policies are in direct conflict with whe!l.S. respon-
cipilit~ tc pretect t o iealth of tne people. I strengly urge that tie feder-l

~overnnent s ovld prcflde funds for scientific surveys of t ¢ islandc ard medical
exzoinztiors cf tie reoxto by independent doctors and scientists, with no cenn cblolf
tc the DCo. ..-3 L' oze personnel chould be chosen by lars'i-llese,

ZTut on Lep of ihis, I uculd like to invite you and represent:tives of vcour
Jemartrent tc come ic tre iarshalls to investifate tlese end other protlsms {irst
nd so ilat rou can understand the situction lere.

“ke U.S. has nct lived up to its oblipations under tle U.l. Trusteesiip ~gree-
ent in . znr cases has been in direct violation of it. The resulting radiatien
problems tlat #re now becaming evident are just part of tie problem fucing my pecple
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page ‘hree

in tne ilarsn:lls. we need lLelp and hore tiat you will be willing to look into the
substantial human rights viclations tict are occuring this very minut: in thre iars’cl
islands and trust you 111 take whatever steps ;ou dee. arpropriate tc ielp correct
this situation.

I an lookin: forward tc your reply.
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