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March vs LOL

Dr. John N. Wolfe, Chief
Envirormental Sciences Branch
Division of Blology and Medicine
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Dr. Wolfe:

You have asked for our "reaction" to the “Addendum
on Vegetation to the 1960 medical report on the
Rongelapese.

The first reaction was one of surprise at the in-
clusion of such a section in the medical report. The
second reaction, shared by Ralph Palumbo who has been
studying the vegetation at Imiwetok and Dick Walker the
plant physiologist from the botary department who has
been participating in the Rongelap studies, was that
While the observations reported are correct. as far as
they go, the implication that radiation has been the
primary Causative factor: is without foundatio.. and is
scarcely negated by the general statements in the pe-
nultimate paragraph (Ralph is also sending you his com-
ments). Unfortunately, the emphasis on radiation
efrects is given added credence merely by the inclusion
of the addendum in a report by specialists in the area
of medical aspects of radiation effects. This is quite
a different proposition then the publication of similar
material by Fosberg who does not purpert to be a radia-
tion expert. Fosberg at least has a backlog of obser-
vations recorded from other atolls, either as author or
editor, from whic:. he has implicated such other factors
as drought and the activities of birds as being of pri-
mary importance (there was no fallout in those areas)
in causing deleterious effects to the vegetation. When
more data are available he has the background to enable
him to reinterpret his observations and either change
his susoicions or affirm them as conclusive. Such ew
reinterpretation would presumably be communicatec through
the same media Fosberg has used previously and the re-
cord would be clean.
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Rongelap asd tio more heavily, srbucdived Bili.wk sill 1G.

recovered to the level of Ghe ftontureot populatic. 2... bev.
By ISU Rengelap nad recoverec ce: above the two con-

trols, Majuro ang Ponape. Gikini, sich recelivea sonac
additional radiation in luoc before the collection wae
made, Was still low as compared tc Penape or Rongerli:
but only ingimifacantly lower tuai the Majuroe control.’

we are not prepared to go i:nto a full discussion Gi
the causative armets tn the debiiitation oF the vegeta-
tion in the nercher:n part of Ronsclap Atoll. Nor will ve
ve for some comsiderable time. ilowever, we can list sie
or the possibilities tnat are belie considered.

Radiation cue to fallout - seeds of various plants have
~~beer. collected and preenhouse culture techriques are
being vorred out ln Seattle with a view to controlled
radiation eexcporiaent s {not =; this lab - Sparrou
(DNL) nas vervelly expressed interest in doing this).

 

soils - scils from tnrougheuf the atoll are being classi-
fied. at i8 clear That tne beat solla of the uorta-
em islands are much tesa well developed than in
other parts ci the 2501) (e.6. 0.26 AN in the best
nortner: soil vse O.5,-1.71 (8 in the prevalent soll:
of other islands).

Spra, - we have nek wortted out . satisfactory method of
REsSeSsi.g the role of spend, .

eaLinivys Telerance - tests are Li progress in the gree.i-
house. "us far Messepacidia has been found to
be more telersnt Than Seaevola. There is putative
evidence that Guetterds rs “ess tolerant than
SCaevols,

 

Over weshing of islands - there is clear eviderce of re-
cent over washing at Lomutilal - ¢.s5. glass floats,
pumice area found near the center of tne Lslanc.

 

Wind - the effect of wind on the isolated paalms an the
nozmtih as compared to these li groves in the south
and eaSt was repeetecly veintved out by.‘the resider.
agriculturalist.
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FO may be “telescopir,, {ab amy rate telescoping ix
bee: observed at tie northern: islands) and is a weil
6oW. result of drousht.
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