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Dr. John N. Wolfe, Chief
Environmental Sciences Branch
Division of Blology and Medicine
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Dr. Wolfe:

You have asked for our "reaction" to the “Addendum
on Vegetation to the 1360 medical report on the
Rongelapese. '

The first reaction was one of surprise at the in-
clusion of such & sectlon in the medical report. The
second reaction; shared by Ralph Palumbo who has been
studying the vegetation at Eniwetok and Dick Walker the
plant physlologist from the botary department who has
been participating in the Rongelap studles, was that
while the observations reported are correct, as far as
they go, the implicatlon that radiation has been the
Qrimag§ causative factor is without foundatio.. and is
scarcely negated by the general statements in the pe-
nultimate paragraph {Ralph is also sending yocu his com-
ments). Unfortunately, the emphasis on radiation
eflects 1ls given added credence merely by the inclusion
of the addendum in a report by specialists in the area
of medical aspects of radlation effects. This is quite
a different proposition than the publication of similar
naterial by Fosberg who does not purpert to be a radia-
vion expert. Fosberg at least has a backlog of obser-
vations recorded from other atolls, either as author or
editor, from whlc.. he has implilcated such other factors
as drought and the actlvities of birds as being of pri-
mary importance (there was no fallout in those areas)
in causing deleterious effects to the wvegetation. When
more data are available he has the background to enable
him to reinterpret his observations and either change
his suspicions or affirmm them as concluslve., Such «
reinterpretation would presumably be communicated through
the same media Fosberg has used previously anéd the re-
cord would be clean.
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the causative ageits i the deblllitaticn ol the vegeta-
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2e for some considerable time., ilovever, we can 1list soiw
ol the posgsiuilities that are beliyw considered.

Radlation due to [Tallout -~ seedc of various plants have
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heing worized out 1n Seattle with a view to controlled
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“other parts ¢i' the 25012 {e.g. 0.26 # in the best
nortner. s0il ve 0.5/-1.71 4 in the prevalent soll:
¢l cther islands).
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Cvey weshing of islands - there 1o ¢clear evidernce ol e
cent over waanling at Lomuilsl - €.5. gla°s floats.
pumnice area found necar the center of Cae island.

Wilnd - tne effoct of wind on the isolated p lms in the
north as compared to theose in groves in the soutn
and east was repeatedly peinted out b} the residern
aoriculturalist,
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