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A BILL FOR AN ACT

%o provide for certain care and benefits to the people of Tongelap and
Daizik Atolls exposed to the Mazchsl, 1954 H~bomb teat fallout; to pro-~

vide for care and benefits to certain other pcople from Rongelap and
Utirik, and Zor other purposecs.

2F IT ENACTID BY THE CONGRESS OF MIéRONESIA:

Section 1. Short title. This act 1s known and may be cited as

. .
Section 2., Statcment of intents As a result of the Mazch I,

1

2 tho Trust Territory Tallout Survivors Act.
3

[ N

.1954 "Bravo" shot of the Castle Test Series conducted By Joint Task
Force Seven at Bikini Atoll, 82 Rongelapecse, 157 Utirikese, 23

Japanese fishermen, and 28 Awerican servicemen were exposed to radio-

5

&

T active fallout which contéminated their places of habitation. It“ is

& thus the sense of the Congress of Micronesia At:hat t.he exposed Rongélapese
0 ‘

and Utirikese represent unique groups of people in the Trust Territory
because of their experience. It 13 the further sense of the.Congress
n .that: because of the'apecial and wique effects of radlation which, in

12 the case of the Rongelapese, have been manifecsted im cases-of thyroid

13 nodules, thyroid cancer, one possible case of leukemia, and other effects—

1k that these people should be accorded specilal care and trcatmer;t by the

15 Trust Territory Government in order to pzeserve and protect their heslth.
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1€ Finally, it is also the scnse of the Congress, that examination of these

1T exposed people requires the examination of nonexposed persons; that the

health of these noncxposed persons must be maintained at the same level

A vese trzponed; and that these noncxposed persors as provided for in

% thig act chould algo be cncitied. to the same care and bcncfit‘h as ox=’
¢l posed persons. ' ) -
-2

Scction 3. Definftions. In this act, unlecs the coatext otherwise

<3 requirea, the following dcfinitio;xu chall apply:

= (1) "Exposcd person" meana any Microncuian citizen vho was
733 on Rongelap Atoll, Alinginac Atoll, or Utirilk Atoll cn March-1, 1954, or
e
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1 who was bora within ten monthe after that date.

2 (2) “Descendents of exposcd persons” means children whose
’ m;ther or father was an exposcd pcrson; _

(3) "Control" means those péroons now living in the Marphall
Islnnds.District wvho were not exposed to fallout from the March 1, 1954
test, but who agree as hereinafter ptgyidcd in this act, to be examined

and tested in like manner as exposed persons.
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Section 4. Denefits. Tho care and benefits provided by the Trust

N~

Territory for the exposed, children of e&poscd, and control persons
10 shall bes ' '

11 (1) Transportation from the place of residence to the hospi-
12 tal oa Majuro, or Ebeye, when that facility is completed, and return to
13 place of residence. Trénsportation for one immeéiate wember of the

ih family of the person will also be pr?vided at no expense.

15 i 2 Pe? diem at-.standard Trust Territory rates will be

16 frovided to the person reqﬁén:ing exanination and also to the one person
1T allowed to accompany i;m; PROVIDEﬁ, HOWEVER, that if one of these persons
18 45 less than 18 years of age, he shall receive no more tqag five dollars
19 ($5) per hich AND PROVIDED, FURTHER, thdﬁ if the exposed,‘child of ex-

20 posed, or control person is hospitalized, Be is to rgceive'po more than

.217£ive dgllars ($5) per diem for the period of his hospitalization; >The

22 officet?f the District Director of Healtﬂ?ﬁervices shall be responsible
23 for asslsting such pexrsons in sccuring their proper per dicm.

lzb. : (3) Housing at no cost to the.rpqucctor shall be provided by

25 the Marshall Iglands District Covernment; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that this
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./ arrangements.

Scction ghall not be construed to require such persons to live in

goverument housing should they choose to make their own housing

- {4) Freco medical care including madication, treatment, and

-

- hoospitalization ghall be accorded to the percons mentloned in Section

3 of this act. ' S

Saction 5., Record of expensen. The District Director of Health

Services and the District Directox pf Finance shall be responsible for
wmaintaining records of all cxpénscs incurred under the provisions of this
act and the District Director of Health Sexvices shall-provide a quarterly
report to the Office of the High Commicsioner, the Office of the Legis-
lative Counsel of the'Congress of Micronesia, and to the Director of the
Departument of Health Services of the Trust Territory. The annual ex-
penges as incurred by provisions of this act shall be defrayed as pro-

vided for im Section 10 of this act.
Coe . \
Section 6. DProcedures. The persons mentioned in Section 3 of this

act shall initiate their request for transportation to a hospital faci-
lity with the health aide or other representative of the Ttgnt Territory

~

bcpartment of Heal;h Services. If a field trip vessel is aé the island,

the health aide, if he believes the request is valid, shall’go edvise

the doctor aboard or the master of the ship in liecu og a doctor. If the
health ﬁide is not on the island, the person should ask the magistrate,
council mcmber,'school teacher or other recognized community leader to
act in his behalf. This Section shall not be construed to allow pexsons

the aforesaid bonefits 1f the ailment or complaint could have been treated

-ovay
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at the person's place of residence, by the hecalth personnel

available. It should further not bo construed to require the

- vovouting of ships ox plancs for minor ailments or complainta

which can be treated on the igland; PROVIDED, HOYEVER, that an °
exposed, descesdanc of an exposed, or a control person who has a
serious and acute coamplaint, 1llness, or accident shall be
iransported in & llka manner as any other emergency patient.

Section 7. Handbook. The Department of Health Sefvices, the
Diatrié: Office of Health Services and the Special Joint Commit;ce
Conceraing Rongelap and Utirik Atolls. in conjunctio;hwith the Brookhaven
Nntionnl Laboratory, shall cause to be created and reproduced a
handbook to be given to exposed, deéccndants of exposed, and
contfol persons. Sa;é handbook shall contain, but not be Iimited

to, tha following information: Exposed or noneiposed status,

date lof birth, sex, name, and Brookhaven National Laboratory case

number of the person. . Space shall also be provided for ; record

of medical examinations and findings in the Marshallcsezlanguage.
Section 8.‘ Eligibility. The first und second cla;§e§ of

persons described in Section 3 of this act are automatically

eligible for.the benefits provided under_this act. Personslin

the "control" class shall becoze eligible only upon signing a written

agreement in both Marshallese and English which provides that said

person will become eligible for the aforeicntioned benefits only

&he District Diractor of

if he or she agrees to act ag a8 control.

Health Services shall be respoasible for drafting sald sgreement
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in conjunction with the Director of the Department of Hcaltﬁ : ) {
Sorvices and Brookhaven National Laboratogy.

Sccgipn 9. Enforcement. Thc-Director of the Marshall Islands

ﬂistrict Realth Sorvices shall Sc nominally recponsible for carrying

out and enforcing the provisions of this act, but may, at his

discrction, ccnfer with other district officials, tha Department

of llealth Sorvices and the Special Joint Committee or the presiding

officers of the Congress of Microncsia. The District Director

shall insure that those eligible receive the full benefits availagble, -y
and that those persons visiting the district center hospital, or .
other medical facility,-shali be returned to their island as soon
as is apﬁropriate to cheir condition and within the constraints of
nor&al ship schedulee; The District Director shall also include in h :
his quérterly report any and‘all flagrant or continuous sbuses or vio—
iationa of the iﬁtent of thig act. Continued abuse of.the privileges

and benefits of this temporary or permanent act will result in suspension

_ of the offender from eligibility. Suspension of eligibility will be

determined by bresentation of the appropriate documentation by the ’ :

District Director to the Marshall Islands delegation of the Congress of

Micronegia. Appeal by any decision thus r;achcd éaﬁ only be obtained
through petition to the Dircctor of the Department of Health Services - {
and the Special Joint Committee Concerning Rongelap and Uti;ik Atolls,
or by designees appointed by_thé presiding foiCcrs. »
Section 10. Txpennea. The Offfco of the ltigh Comminsioncr is

dixccted to seack an axecutiva agreement with the Atomic Lnergy

;)/' . 50f 6 ‘ - : .
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Commigsion wherceby the expenses incurrced under the provisions of this

act will be defrayed either directly or on a reimburgable basis by

Mty days after the effective date of this act.

Scetfon 1l. Effective date.

upon the approval of the High Commisgiloner, or upon its becoming

law without- suth approval,

mm:»‘/é‘?//za

This act shall take effect

01 ﬂé_’i‘; Borja/ _

the Atomic Energy Commission and report his findings no later than
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