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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON 25, D.C,

Sugust 12, 1958

Nir, James T, Ramey
Executive Director
Joint Committee on Atomic Energy
Congress of the United States

Dear Mr, Ramey?

My Jetter of July 23, 1958, advised you of reported
redtoacsivity aboard the Japanese ship TAKUYO MARU in tne
western Pacific and low white blood counts of ten of the ship's
crew members, Subsequent developments in this incident are
as follows,

The Joint Task Force SEVEN medical team consisting cf
medical and technical personnel arrived at the Port of Rataul
on duly 25th, The team has completed an investigation of the
ine.gcont and advises that their findings confirm these reporied
car hor by Rabaul authorities, The Rabaul authorities earlier
Pe; 2d thnat the situation aboard the TAKUYO MARU vas not
sericcs and Lihat there was no reason to delay departure of the

i

et
vugsel from Rabaul,

has returned to Eniwetok and has submitted ane Leas
‘port by wira on their findings, Their report of the investiga-

mon of the ducitent of alleged ra@ioactive falious on the

Jocencse shipe TAKUYO MARUand SATSUMA MARU on or about July 14,
195% @lscuszses: (a) the physical contenInction cf the ships
ana cvew members, and (b) the resuits of the medica exeanination
of the Jepenese crews,

From tnis report and other information 1t appears quite
possible that the rainfall Unat occurred on the TAXJYO MARU did
contain radiozctive fallout from the tests at Eniketok Froving

Ground, The emount of this fallout was not sufficient co have

caused radiation sickness in the crew members, The ship's

Log (TAKUYO MARU) stated there was an increase in radiation
levels to ebout 15 times background reaGings,. (Values higher

than this are frequently observed in cc“munities around the

Nevada Test Site during weapons tests.) It is not clear xt
this time jues how these measirenents were teken, but even if

they represented a 15 fold temporary increase in whole body
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exposure it would not have resulted in a total dose sufficient to
produce even the minimum symptons of radiation sickness,
(Caiculations made by the Japanese as reported in a previous
wire from the American Embassy, Tokyo, of a maximum of 100
milliiroentgens exposure to the crew may be somewhat high but not
an impossible value, &n exposure of 100 millircentgents is about
equivalent to that received each year from natural sources,)

The medical examinations showed no evidence of radiation
injury, The lowest white blood count of 3,350 is below average
but is not considered serious and counts in this range are
occasionally seen under normal circumstances, Tne specific
cause for this low count hes not been Cetermined, but it could be
either (a) a normal count for this individual, or (b) the result
of one or more of several causes, Other blood elements (red
cells and hemoglobin} measured vere all within normal ranges in
ail iustances,

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Paul F, Foster

General Manager

ZONEIDENWAL.
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SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

August 14, 1958

MEMORANDUM FCR:

Admiral Paul F, Foster,
General fHanaser,

Atomic Energy Commission,

Subject: Exposure to Rediation of the Taekuyo Maru and Satsuma
Meru.

It gives me creat pleasure to bring to your attention the
tached telegram from Ambassador HMachrthur csoncerming the
mclusion of the recent "exposure" incident involving the
ciuyo Maru and Satsuma Meru,

On vehalf of the Department I should like to express
(ppvr2uiation for the expeditious hendling of the matter by
une fromie Rnergy Commission, The many individuals involved in
i -nmirving the assistance referred to by Ambassedor MacArthura

are to be com-ended,

/s/

Fhilip J, Farley

hocachmeants

fnEmbassy Tokyo's telegram
Gated August 13.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

AUGUST 13, 1958

FROM: TOKYO

TO: Secretary of State

CURRENT PHASE OF INCIDENT INVOLVING EXPOSURE TO RADIATION
OF TWO NSB SHIPS TASKUYO AND SATSUMA SEEMS ABOUT CONCLUDED,
NOTEWORTHY HAS BEEN VERY RESPONSIBLE MANNER WITH WHICH GOJ HAS
HANDLED QUESTION OF POSSTBT.E RADIATION SLCKNESS AMONG CREW
LBMEGRS, IN FACT TREMENDOUS PRESSURES FROM PRESS AND OFPOSITION
TO BUILD UP THIS INCLDENT INTO ANOTHER FUKURYY MARU CASE AND
canoe MAJOR CONTROVERSY WITH US, JAPANCSE GOVT HAS LENT WEIGHT

ITS PRESTIGE AND INFLUENCE TO QUIET PUCLIC ANXIETY ABOUT CREW
in BSTAELYSH THAT NO RADIATION EFFECTS WERE SUPFERED (EMSTEL
293). AS RESULT, EFFORTS BY PRESS AND LEFTISTS TO BUILD UP
AUMOSVHERE OF HYSTERTA AND THEREBY DRAMATIZE JAPANESE DseMANDS
FOR SUCLELR PaST SUSPENSION HAVE FALLEN FLAT,

JEPARSSE GOVT MAINTAINED ITS POISE THROUGHOUT THIS
SPURL LON AND THIS SUCCEEDED IN FRUSTRATING LEFTIST PLANS 0 USE
2418 INCIDENT TO CREATE SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES BEIWEEN US f.ND
JSPAN, HOVEVER, AS RESPONSIBLE JAPANESE OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD US,
LSatR Esroars WOULD Not RPT NOT HAVE SUCCEEDED WERE IT NOT Rpt
_OF FOR FUSL AND EXPEDITIOUS COOPERATION OF US GOVT, FLEASE
- ovoY MY PSRSONAL APPRECIATION PANTICULASLY 20 AEC AND ADMIRAL
KE AND HIS 2BOPLE FOR THEIR EXFEDITIOUS Awe FOSITIVELAK

A>SLSTANCE IN HANDLING THIS POTENDTALLY EXPLOSIVE INCIDENT,ro

MAC ARTHUR

CONAIDENTLAR,


