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de performance. T had come
gee some klea of the changes since my
in 1965, and I found cernin
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ride, snd T owas delighted o learn that
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very few roads paved since the Second
Waorld War, Nonctheless, one of the
most visible marks of Americanization
is the automobile, which, in this largely
watery expanse, has proliferated as wild-
by as the tangantangan bush. Tn 19653,
there were a thousand cars in Micro-
nesia, Now the number has more than
quadrapled. The tiny island of Ebeye,
part of the Kwajalein Aol in the Mar-
Iias only two miles of voads and
can easily be traversed on foot, but at a
two hundred

shalls,

recent count there were
there, for twenty-seven
On some of the islands,
awners, having no paved roads on which
Mi-
cronesia, inomany respects abackwater
may rank hrsein head-on

cars huandred

restdents. car

to test their vehicles, use airstrips.
of the alobe,

crashes on airport runways.

U\ SRthe formal name of the
Irust Territory of the Pacific Is-
three million square miles of
\Ilkl()HL;l\ have been the u%pnnxllnht\
of the United States, acting on behalf
ol the United Nations, 1947.
T'he U.N. directive for the n-
structs the United Seates o
the m\dnpmu\t of the inhabitints. of
>[|)L Trust Lervitory toward self-gov-
crnment o independence.”’
steps that the United States has tken to
CHNIY out s muission inrecent years has
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been the injection into Micronesin of
massive doses of Peace Corps volun-
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teers., ]mn(hul thou-
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successively, by Spain,
Germany, and Japan, which took over
by force in 1914 and was evicted the
same thirty Guam,
which within geographical
bounds of Micronesia
United States tervitory
shi-Ameriean War, iz in the Maviana
Satpan, thirty minutes
Just afrer takeott from
Suipan, one usually Tintan,
from which were launched the B-29
that destroyed Hivoshima and Nagasaki,
The first B-52s to bomb North Vict-
nam were launched from Guam. Since
the Sccond Warld War, our Depave-
mene of Defense has looked upon Mi-
cronesit as an area that,
whae the United States might aspire o
should under no preventahle
any

years later.
the
but has been a
since the Span-

way
lies

Islands, as is
away by air,
flics over

regardless of

use 1t fm‘,
circumstincees again he forufiad by
other nadon. In deference o that con-
the United Nations,
Truse T
Strategie
one

cern, at the outser,

conferred the Crritory i
peculiar status: it s a Trusc
Territory—the  only history.
What this means, in offect, s thao unul
the trust is terminared the United States
has the right o use the iklands for -
purposcs. Iixcept m the M-
at Kawajalein, Bikini, and Iini-
~—there has been no consequential

on

tary

Wt
Amecean militiry presence, buestll we
recun our options. Some of the natives,
fifty thousand
the

maost notably some of the
who live on small islands ouside
Territory's district centers, find i hard
to erasp the streegic implications of
the trusteeship, For one thing, i sev-
ceal of their
theve s
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prehension, however, “T can sce how
our land might be imporant to your
Defense people in the case of actual
war,” one Ponapean politician told me.
“Bue T don’t see why you should have
unlimited access it just because some-
thing might happen.” Tn the fall of
1969, General Lewis Waly, Assistant
Commandant of the Marine Corps,
visited  Micronesia, hoping  to - sclect
some acreage that, if it proprictors con-
curred, be used a0 taining
area; because United States relations
with Okinawa and the Philippines, al-
Cready somewhat frayed, might unravel

u)u](l as

further, the General knew such an
arca might be needed. A large and
thinly, scteled Palouan island - called

Babelthuap looked promising, and for
a while negotiatons to leas
of it scemed to he proceeding nicely.
But just as the General thought every-
thing was almost arr: anged, the district
legislature of Palau [)ls\ui a resofution
duhlmg that the Marines would not
The blame for the turn-
assigned to

portion

be welcome.
Pdown was at first wrongly
a Peace Corps lawyer then

Hl ll.xl—

dence; a colonel in Wald's
had heard the lawver denounce the war
in Victnam, and that made him suspect
in Marine eyes. The actual veason was
thar the Palauans whose land would
have heen taken weren’t satisfied with

entou mgc

the proposed rental terms. Above all
else, Micronesians peize what litde sotl
they have, and when it comes to the
dispusition of it, as one recent Trust
Territory has stated, “contro-
is rife

report
versy and ublquitous.” Ameri-
cans in Micronesii—who are not per-
mitted to own Tand, but who, i a fow
instances, have wangled o foothold
there by adopting :\[iuunu) e childien
and buying property in their names—
have been wrying for nearly L\\'cnu'-liw
years to determine just who has utle

what. Not long ago, the adminisur tion
Trust Territory embarked on a
land survey. Tr was a formidable under-
taking; inall the Trust Ter-
vitory, just four hundred and forty-

of the
there are,

cight thonsand acres, and even though
sixty per cent of that total has been pro-
claimed public land, an estimated four
hundred thousand small private pareels
remain, many of them belonging com-
munally to familics or clans, The whole
Yap Districe has only twenty-nine
thousand four hundred acres and seven
thousand ihabitines, bot s
cdgeable old chiefs h e estimaeed that
it hn two hundred thovsand pavcels of
Most of the clims that Micvo-

therr

Iand.

nesiang have lodged asinst ou-

cuplers in this century have deadt with
fherr Tand.
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much as the United States and Tapan
fought in Micronesin on
Jand and for Jand that nether nation
owned,
hold  both  countries

damage o it Only

o
cach other

Micronesians  understandably
accountable  for
the vear hefore Jase,
after interminable negatiations, the two
countries inally consented to make an
cv-gratic payment—a pavien, that is,
mvolving no admission of guilt about
Anyehing—of ten million dollars, JTapan
;\"cumingl_\' had the better of the batgain:
Fhe United States promised to p.’l_;’- the
entire sum i cash, and o collect Ja-
pan’s share at some unspecified date in
the vague form of goods and services.
(The »UIH[L(] States Congress author-
ized an addidonal vwenty million dol-
Jars pay Micronesians for damage
done afrer the American wkeover, but
Just how and when and o whom this

o

moncey 1s to be paid remains uncertain.)
jnp:m was alsa granted a concession:
Fheretofore, ships fving its flay were
forbidden to put into Trust 'l‘érrimry
ports except in emergencies;  when
their share has been paid they will be
able o sail into the harbors of Palau
and Truk for provisioning. Some Japa-
nese had already
other

avalled themselves of
Micronesian harbors as used- ship
dumps. Some months back, a decrepit
Tlpm(\g fishing boat, after (Ikt(]\ snak-
ing 1s way thm\mh the tricky channel
that leads into f\nlunm, the capital of
Ponape, van hard aground a shore dis-
tnce from the aivserip, The crew non-

chalandy stepped ashore few

minutes later,

and, g

boarded an wccompany-

g boae and steamed awav, Noooat-
tempt was made o salviee the ahan-
doned ship, and avound Kolonia the

wuess s thar while the Ponapeans ae
holding the broken vessel some Japa-
nese insurnnee company s holding
hag.

Wm N T

s, people who were supposed
A tohd that the ishinders
might be ready to exercise their right of
]969 Now the
maost optinustic date one hears 15 1972
bue hardly '

the

wias firse i Microne-

o know

me

self-determmadion i
anvone considers 5t orealisuce,
Despite our Defense Deparement’s in-
terest i the Truse lunun\, 1tcomes
ander the legal jurisdiction of our D
partment of dhe Tnterior, and it
spring of 1969 Scevetary Walter Flick:
e, inthe of o
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Staees,

with
Fhat upset those
who favor independence,

partnership the  Unine
Micronesiany
and swho ke
to draw what they regad ax o meaning-

ful  pavallels Kinds ol

dogse- fat but on o Jeash,

I‘Ll\‘un (o

one aned sleek

the other mangy and scrawny but free.
Micronesians are fond of such analogies.
“If we got independence in the fore-
a4 much travelled one

sending

secable future,”
told me, “@ would be hke
six-year-old child o New York alone.”
But when it comes to the future there

are complications within complicatinns,
Many Swpanese, for L\HNP] L want o
pull out of the Trast Terrory com-
pletely s that they join thetr
Chamorro cousins on Guam in an ex-
panded United States Territory, In
March, 1971 Mavianas District
legislature voted wnanimously to sceede
from the Trust 'I‘crritm')', “by force of
arms, if necessary,” but ne sbody
tried 1o m\plumnt the
Earlicr, Saipan had held a referendum
.m(l \utul to-afiliante with Guam, The
onl\ trouble was that Guam, which
cherishes its distinctiveness in the vegion,
forthwith held a referendum of its own
In 1969, the

hicameral

mav
the

has yet
resolution.

and voted against union,
Congress of Micronesia, a
legislature embracing the enure Trust
Territory, which began functioning i
1965, chose from its ranks a Future
Political Status Commission to ook mto
the question of Micronesia’s politieal
destiny. among other
aveas, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands, the
that Micronesia cventually become “a
self-governing stawe in {ree association
with the United States.”
out exactly what that
ifn]lm\'cd severnl lenethy

After inspecting,

cammission  recommended
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meant. There

meetinzs be-
Stween the commizsion and representa-
Piives of the Nixon the
upshot of which was that i the sumer
1970 the United Stazes urged Micro-
nesia to adope the status of 2 common-
The Congress of Micronesia
rejected this as unaceeptable, and there
has been The
upshot of the most recent round of
talks, held i Fiowai this pase October,
The

Administraton,
of
wealth,

a stalemarte ever since.

was to decide to holld more talks.
United States is cevtanly in no hurey
and Wash-

ington has too many other things on s
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Americans to underdeveloped areas to
provide American skills and to demon-
strate sAmerica’s compassion for the less
favored peoples of the earth, Micro-
nesta is the only place in the world run
by Americans t  which the Peace
Corps has been dispatched. The Corps-
men, then, arve part of the gnvci'nmcnt
by background and culture, bur at
the same tme they are detached from
it and-—in keeping with the present
attitude of young Awmericans toward
vested  authority—often  disenchanted
with it. When 2 Micronesian high-
school student wrote, “VWe find that
the United States leads us in the right
way,” lis Peace Corps teacher serib-
bled on the margin, “Are you sure?”
When another student wrote, “Palau
has beautiful things and big trucks and
cars,” /us Peace Corps teacher queried,
“Why are trucks and cars beauufuls”
Before the Peace Corps arrvived, most
Micronesian  youngsters attending  a
Western movie tended to root for the
cowboys; Corpsmen have been trying
to convince -them that their sympathies
should more logically belong with the
Indians. The majority of the volun-
teers have had a decidedly beneficial
cffect on the region. Some of ‘them,
perhaps shightly misled by recruiting
literature, thought they were going
o a
brought surfboards alang, They have

teanguil,  palmy paradise  and
all had one ndisputable edge on the
other Americans in the region: it s part
of their tr

ning to acquire a1 working
knowledge of the language of the area
to which they are assiencd, so each of
them speaks Palauan, Yapese, or what-
ever, vore of them have heen sta-
tioned on remote outer islands—swhere
provisions and mail may arcive only
cvur): few months—than any other
Americans have ever heen, Wherever
the volunteers have stayed, they have
lived—far from idyllically, by Western
standarvds—as the Micronesians live,
often sharing native homes and sub-
sisting largely on rice and fish; among
many of the Corpsmen it is considered
A badge of honor to have ineestinal par-
asites. Scveral volunteers have married
Micronesinns and have gone native to
an extent undreamed of by much of
the Jocal population. With the com-
bined advent of the Peace Corps and
the Congress of Micronesia, there has
come to the area what one Sinerican

jonu

who s been chere o v otme cadls
“the era of criticism and challenge.”
T'his may be the greatest recent change
i Micronesin. One hinds indications of
The oradivonal nadve

Narshall - [shinds, for

highborn called

itoevervwhere,
ralers of  the

mstinee, e chicks
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iroij. The Trust Territory administra-
tion has alwavs courted the good will o
the iroif, who can be stubborn but can
also serve as useful middlemen benween
the government and the people. The
Peace Corpsmen, though, have been
openly questioning whether an autocratic
leadership system can coexist  with
democracy, and the effect of their
skepticism was evident in a Majuro bar
one night recently when a voung Mar-
shallese said something that would have
been publicly unutterable five years ago.
He said, “The hell with the iroif
Some of the most diligent Peace
Corpsmen find their own success un-
scecling, “The trouble with eur being
here under an American administration
is that the more we’re accepted the
more palatable all Americans become,”
onc of them told me. “So the better
a volunteer one is the more one does
to lay the groundwork for a less ad-
mirable American presence.” The vir-
tual vow of paverty that the volunteers
take when they sign up doesn’t bother
them much in most countries where
the Corps has operated. In Micronesia,
though, Corpsmen semetimes find
themselves working alongside Ameri-
cans who are doing the same jobs for
comparatively princely pay. Moveover,
the Trust Territory administration,
which is constantly squeezed for funds,
has on a few occasions simply used
Peace Corps volunteers to fill job open-
ings that were l.)li(lgk‘h:ll at a high
salary, and spent the savings clsewhere,
altruism to a

Tt is a sttnadon that puts
severe test,

There have been Peace Corpsmen
of all sorts in Micronesia: lawyers, doc-
tors, architects, business specialists, hota-
nists-—once of the lase making @ survey
of medicinal plants, another studying
the ceology of mangrove swamps. In
the  Marshatls, where many  of the
women are stout, especially thase who
have had seven or eight children, wom-
en volunteers have conducted reducing
classes; the shy natives insise that these
be held behind drawn curtains, lest
the men scoff at them while they grunt
and stram i pursuit of the svele
American dream. In 1969, on the
initiative of Peace Corpsimen, the first
MicrOlympic Games were held, on
Saipan. Tt was wun event that did as
much to bind the diffuse area together
as anvthing since the inception of the
Congress of Micronesia, "The ndividual
star wis 1 Ponapean distance runner,
who won four gold medals, mcluding
one for the 6.2-mile vace, despite easuat
pauses bevween laps for puifs on spee-
trors cigaretres. His prowd compatriors
winter mariathon in

sent him to =«



Japan, but his redoubtable lungs could
not cope with the cold there; trying
race after a brief hospitalization for a
respiratory he collapsed after
two hundred yards. One of the fea-
wired competitions of the AlicrOlvm-

aiiment,

pics was the Micronesian All-Around,
a local variation on the decathlon, with
underwater

contests n spearfishing,

swimming, and  coconut-tree  climb-
img. The cancellatien of the  next

I\ImO ympics, which had been ser
for the summer of 1971, on Koror, was
a bitter dls:lppmn[munt to the pro-
spective Palauan hosts, who had hoped
to add to the roster of events blowgun-
shooting and war-

Some of the things that the Peace
Corpsmen have been deing in Micro-
nesia are what any Americans could
have done twenty-five years ago. The
Japanese built a seventy-mile road all
the way around Ponape, but the istand
gets heavy rains—there Is an average
annual fall of three hundred inches in
the interior—and by 1945 the bridges
and culverts were in such disrepair that
the Ponapeans had.to use boats to get
from onc part of the island to another,
This situation continued for twenty-
two years, In 1967, a handful of Corps-
named

canoc l‘:lL‘lIlg.

them a scientist

who had had some ex-

men, among
Wayne Judd,
perience in construction, persuaded the
Panape District legislature w0 appropri-
ate sixteen hundred and fAive dollars
for road repaivs. In three months, the
Corpsmen, employing local labor, butk
three bridges and seven culverss. When
Judd fintshed his Peace Corps sung, he
went o Hawan for aovear, and then re-
tirned to become head of an organiza-
ton called the Panape "Transportation
Board, Now known slmpl) as PUT.B
it Is a contracting agency controtled by
Micronesians. It has a staff
five, and half a million dollars” waorth
of construction projects under way or

of twenty-

recently cnmplctulm——:lmmw the Jatwer
a post office that after hours serves as a
social center for young people. Most of
the PUTUBs energies have been con-
centrated, however, on undertikings
outside the district center, where the
majority of the Americans live, “Our
work is for the people, and not to sup-
port the American base of operations,”
Judd told me.

Most of the Peace Corps volunteers
in Micronesia have been engaged in
program  called
Seeond  [an-

with so many dii-

teaching, often in 2

Teaching Fnolish as o
guage. Inoan aren
ferent
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and covonuts o cat-—cespecitlly

that T know anvone—but T'll «ill be
hauling water by the bucket.”

The jmlccq i Micronesia arrange
their court sntm:v to tle i with air
The have to make
the most of their ume;

schedules. judzes
i Micronesia,
as on any American Lurf these
crime is rampant.

third autopsy in four wecks on a person

davs,

either shot or speared to death, a Peace

Corps doctor wrate to
Chais,

these acts of violencei . ..

the
“WWhy doces the society condone

movement afoot to change tis aspect
of your socivty, o1 is the free use of vio-
lence so essenual to vour culwure that it
cannot be controlled without destroving
the culturer” (He also wrote that he
thought it unfair to the local hospitals
for Palavans o come to \hmt—qlhul

emergency rooms after bolidays to have

hnngmus treated.) The most ccle-
brated act of violence to date was a

American—
the first cver to stand trial for o major
crime in a Trust He
the twenty-two-

murder commiteed by an

Territory court,
was o tourist of sorts,
year-old scapegrace owner of a power-
boat, whiclh is still roosting on a recf of
the unpopulated Oroluk Awolly in the
Truk District. The voung man had sct
off on a cruise a rros with an older
American man
wen-year-old

amiable seven-
After the

hoat ran ngmunnl and the twa vounger

and an

Filipina aivl.

people were rescued ) the body of thar

companion was f«mml thoard, with a

bullet tn his head. The ease had politeal

sirnthicance. YWhen word of the crime

cot around Truk, the naoves assumed
that since the allezed killer was an
American, he would not be arvested,
that if arrested  he would  not be

chavged,
be tried,

thaoif charged he would not
i ricd not convicred, and of
convicted cermimly not Jocked up in the
Truk jail

miserable that judzes sometimes e ms-

( Micronesian prisons are so

creants g free Just w spare them a st

behind bars.) The voung Amceriean

wis arrested,  charvoed, (uul found
guilty of sceond-degree murder) and

sentenced (by three tive

Anerican ) to twenty vears

judgus, Lo
senior ones
i the Trok jail, Fos warders made one
concession to his
n]}u\\'c(l

navonalioy: he swas

mattress o sleep on istead

of a mat.
Y("n / H\ }!n;h'_{', tL Tonmdigmes ;1.\11:\1‘
ki these dayvs when thiere are so

By pressyg problems on eart) with

people who for centuries have got alone

After assisinyg at his”

Didit o

Is there any:

:
{
|
'

'

farlv el inoa babime chimate waih

plenty of fish and wro and breadfron
_\l‘l\l"\'
hundiod thousand of

there are onldy

them? (Until recently, there were
more people in jail in Indonesia than
out of jail in Micronesia.) Well, the
United States has both a legal and a
moral oblization to bother; onc cannot
treat an adopted child ke a stawsc,
For a long time, the administrators of

l:\Iicmncsi:l had to make do with what

was, by American standards, a pittance.
Even the current robust appropriation
of sixty million dollars (six hundred
dollars per Micronesian per annum)
does not tell the whole financial story,
for in additon to the Peace Corps,
which has its own budget, Micronesia,
thanks to an avuncular interest on the
part of Hawails
Washington, has bencfizred from sev-
eral federal programs set up to help the
sovercign states—Head Swre, for in-
stance, and the Oftice of Economic Op-
portunity, the Library Construction
and Scrvice Act, and the Manpower
Development Act. Furdhermore, as
a result of a personal request that
Secretary  Hickel made of Sceretary
of Delense Laird, the Trust Territory
recently enjoved a hizh priority in
obtaining millions of dollars” worth of
Defense  Deparument zoods—jeeps,
typewriters, rock crushers, diapers, and
so on—that had been declared surplus
for
abaut seven and a half per cont of their

congressmen n

and were on sale, in Qkinawa,

valie, o the Lot couple of veurs, more-
the Defense Deparument (with
this

over,
the

footing
sminll contingzents of Seabees and other
.\liCI'(b—

T .
Clvig=aciion

Trus: Termitory in instance

most of  the bill)  has sent

milittry eonstructon men o
Calling
teams,” they have been doing their bt
to spruce up the uquunh
On the island of Rota,
one of the Marianas, some Seabees huilt

nesin. themeelves
dowdy
area. which 1s
aslaughterhouse, @ merrv-go-round,

schoolyard flagpole, and 1 communny

barbecue pic. Most Micronesians have
welcomed and appreciated  these gus-
though, wondered

few, have

whether their

tures; a

benefactors may not e

public-reintions emissaries ealewlated (o
make the nauves look kindhv upon any
subsequent Defense Department units
that show up.

Over the years, there have been re-

peated complaines tha:, no mater how

much moncy comes ito Micronesia,
too hitde of gt s used to bolster the
Frozt Terrtords limping - cconomy,

Aicronesin
trinized, buu it has P()\LH[I\]IUL\ n oag-
nunl(‘.u and i fishing thac |

may never become s

LN

been tapped. The Frase ’J‘U!'I'ILOI\

could casily prodace o1 dhie vice thae s

mhabitants consume, bug, as thingy

{
e
| ;

stand, it produces only IL\(I] thouzand

dollars’ worth and imports two millinn
dollars’ wuorth, High C()m.nh\mmr
Johnston, who at twelve was raising
vegetables and selling them o the Piz-
g]\ Wiggly chain in Honolulu, has
heen mlkm'r about starting up g aarden-
ing projects in the elementary Schoots

“Tyy not interested i high- Jevel ceo-
nomic projection curves through 1980,

he told me. “Um interested in whether
NMr. Billings’ and v
whether, as more and
come here, there will be adequate dry
cleaning services. Welve got to starta
the bottom and do the licde thing
first.” Start, start, start—that s the
cternal American chant in Micronest
The Americans in charge five year
ago weve talking like that, too,
th\' had mpum”\ hizh hopes of inau
gurating a bhoom In ploduu_ by mean
of a Farm Institute then functonin:
on Ponape, where prospective agricul
turists were to be indoctrinated, Th
Tnstitute was shut down in 1969,

StoTue SllCCCCtl‘-‘

more  [OUrisC

and

cause cighty per cent of it graduate
had taken office jobs.

In the matter of fishing, the swor
has heen much the same. The water
of Micronesia teem with fish and shell
fish; the peaple of Micronesiv spen
much of what Bude cash dhey have o
canned fish. Mr. Johnston attended
conference in Hawnii in 1970 oac
which evolved o new
poration for the (lL\\lnpnant of con
Amerien’s P

nonprofit o

mercial fishing i all of
cific islnds, Buowill anvidung come
i In 1964, the Van Camp Sea Foe
Company, of Calitornix,
Koror a Heet of tinn
manned by Okinawans,
be replaced by Palauans, i was said,
them

brouzhe
smiall houg
'[l}]l:.\‘

Were t

C(Hl}(t B

cnough of
ratned. Ttois not hard o teach oma
to fish for tuna, ver by lae 1970 o

Palwuans were thus emplove

SO0 s

thirty
(A ‘[rccv.ing plant ashore was e
by hiy-five Palauans. ) Most Mier
nesinns, when push comes to shoy
would rather do anvthing chan fisiy.

fow veuars ago, a motion piciure, e
in the Pacific,” was shot on Koror, 71
prnduumn provided Jobs {oy many i
cronestans, That vear, the value of @
Trust Territory’s fish
counting Vin v Camp's catch-—dropp
from mml\—ﬂuu thousand  dolbes:

L'.\}N)l S—-n

twentv-one thausand.

Around Micronesia l(\tl;l)', Nt
¢ e e
Cha i, O SV

on (11)\‘.‘}1, ka_\' H]ml\ ourisn o

mauic potion most ]ikuh‘ Lo rm’i::u]i
‘ One loval |
oreanization andle e Al \Il. Yisr

ankodd

area Jionld d.u!'::h' ool

the cconomy, izent ob

Taurs, on be iy vhat bag

tiumgh: the



mamn street and replicd that sinee the
Trust  Territory -already  condoned
sakaue drinking and betel-nur chew-

ing, perhaps it could most dvamadically

appeal  to tourisis i the Conearess
of Micronesia passed a law legalizing

marijuana, The Congress has not even
considered that possibility,
have been drifung in,
or h\ a belick,
out foundation,
of so
years, parts of Micronesin re-
main strikingly beautiful and compara-
vvely unsporled. In 1968, thirteen
thousand tourists vistted the Trust Ter-
ritory, and in 1969 wwenty
Currently, they are coming
of three thousand a month. Many of
them are Japanese, and most of these
go to Saipan after taking advanuge of
bargain air fares between Tokvo and

hut tourists
drawn by war-
not with-

th.\t l\.\}]][k_ the pres-

time me mories

ence many \muxmm for so

many

thousand.
ar the rate

Guam. (The nature of the recent
transformation of Guam, once a cloig-
tered  enclave of the United  States

Navy, may be adduced from the names
of two recendy built hotels: the Fujia
and the Tokvu, The career of a nise
American living on Guam
ade ago served as interpreter for two
Japanese soldicr stragelers
the junzle, has now come
on behalf nf ')“ Cunm

, who o dee-

captured
full crele:

he mans an airport lnfnlllll—
countey
for
Saipan’s fancicr hotels,
room Raoyal
conditioning and

mission,
estahlished az a
VISILOTS. )
the

which

tion conven-

One of

h t‘l_\'-fnlll‘—

lence Tapanese

Taua, hoasts air-
swimming pool,

booked months in advance by Japunese
businessmen and - Japanese
{There are now
deed and thirty
the Thrust

under canstruction. )

lmnc.\‘—

MOONCTs. four hun-
hotel rooms i all of
with sull more

On Saipan, there

are fow stehts for wourisss to sev

Territory,

ether than crumbling remnants

of the war, The souvenmir post-

cards on sale feature photo-
graphs not of, beaches palm
trees or sunsets but of x rained
Japanese hospial, o rusty wink, and
the Japanese jail where Amclin Far-

hare was said o have been held cap-

tve before she disappeared. Within the
p.’lst L‘U\llllu n{

vears, Japanese delega-

tons to Saipan have  unvaled  two
memorials to their war dead, one ol
them in a mountinous avea called

Marpi, which wasn’t declared elear of

Ive ammunttion and coend o the pobe

lic unul October, Vigg-—wenu-Toor
afwer

Japanese soldicrs and cviliang, in de-

years the Jast ol thousands of

spals over the Uniied Stares conguest og

s slnd ) eaped o deaty from e
promontovies,  winich  the o Sunerican.
54197

.
Jui 4L

Banzu Chff. Veternns of the Twen-
ticth Air Foree, which dropped  the
atomic bombs, have alzo heen coming
back for nust.llglu_ reunions,

|
1\ Micronesia 1))'

which are of unexcetled
Recenty, though,
under attack from a

ANY are attracted  to
coral reefs,

variety

toUrists
its
and
beauty. these have
come

enemv——A canthaster planci, the crown-

seaborne

of-thorns starfish. This predator s gris-,
hin both looks and behavior. Te can
zrow o two feet in dinmeter and can
develop as many as twenty-one arms.
[ts back is conted with sharp, poisonous
spines 2 couple of nches Jong, and to
step on 1t s to visk infection and fever.
The best first
ture on its back, place the affected pare
upon i, and let fts own malign white
stomach suck out the poison. With this
stomach the starhsh also cogorges the,

ald s ooturn the crea-

living polyps that give coral its bright

colors; where a hevd of acanthasters
has grazed, the devastated cornl left
behind i dead white, These starfish

tavel along the Hoor of the ocean, and
they move almost three-quarters of
mile o month. They can sty alive for
iy months when
thev eac dhey
thnster can

without ¢ating, hut

cat heartly: o b acan-
kb Afoe venes of
a night, A female can Jay

nventv-tour million coos at

C(:-I'."ll
orowth in
a clip. In

rormal tmes, most ot these coes are

gobhled up as larvae by the very coral

polips they would consume 1 the

Hved wo become adults, o they ave kepe

i bornds by severnl species of shell-
fish——principallv the witon. Buae 2ome-
thing hias happened, all che wav from

Austratian o Hawan, o upsee the cco-
logical balance—perhaps the blasting of
coral  dredaoing operntions, creating
dead where

pacches  of coral,

Lurvae can safely seudey perhaps
much
) . ) )
frxos the pollution by man of awll

i

ntural predators, Inoanv even,

tno [nmn-lmuung; per-

roons,  which has  climinaced

the prodfileraton of acanthnsters has

caused @ne marine binloeizt who o has

studicd the animal in Micronesin t sy
that 1t as
the corml island as conunuous forest fires
watershed,” “And the

disastrons for

as potentinly

are to o adding,

covals robablv will requite o longer
e tor recover than docs a forest.”
The velle creatires cannot be chopped

to (lv:x Bl Vouyr et e anta Jour
preces, o end upowidh fony strtsh,
Short ool assanliing them with nordes
of ﬁlll';;'.‘dp ortritons—avkich - might

iemecives oot ot of hand and cause

fordier Lwlu'ul] mischict—the  best

method devised SO Lor Coping Wit

b

them 3 to have underwater
ject them, one by one, with Formahn,
In the last couple of years, this labori-
ous hypodermic war has been waged
throughout Micronesia, “People scofi at
our worries about the acanthaster, but
who has ever seen a phenomenon of this
" Peter Wilson, the Trust
said to

sort beforer
Territory’s chief fisheries man,
ma “AWe may be witnessing a unique
hiological catastrophe. T don’c think the
reefs will collapse—which, of course,
would mean the end of the atolls—but
as long as thc starfish multply so fan-
"l‘ith‘l”\ we've got 1o try to stop them,
if you assume a ]wmcr 1u.f to be pref-
erable to a dead one.” The island of
Tinian has offered a ten-cent bounty per
starfish, and the United States Con-
gress has appropriated four and a half
million dollars to fight the batde.

Many Micronesians, disagrecable as
they consider the crown-of-thorns star-
fish te be, have been aking this new
wribulation philosophically. They have
survived frightful typhoons and (vight-
ening pestilences and occupation by four
they suspect that they
thg acan-

foreign natons;
can survive
thaster
Fhey point our that the creature itself
isn’t new; itwas known to be in exist-
before the United  States
(Linnacus deseribed icin 1758.) In-

also whatever

ence was,
deed, some Micronesians even profess

ty Know how the puzzhing acanthaster
first camue to thelr arca. Onee upon a
now the

Arno

time, toscems, i what are
Marshall Tslands, an

agreed o swap zome of his fishing se-

woi of

crews for
crets of an ol of Watje.

some of the navigational

The Watje

man was deceitful and deerally gave
the Arno man a bum steer; he passed
dong some {alse navigatonal  lore.
Whercupon the enraged Arno oy,

pretending o wach his fellow-chief

how to catch cdible fish by calling them

. L
divers in-

{

i

1
may hL‘ up to at (hl_‘ moment. g

imto s nets, taughe him nstead how

to summon the crown-af-thorns. "1'hus

’l‘llcl'c :ll‘c?
some older Micranesians todity wha he-
heve thar of hetween tlw"'
United Startes government and the I'\l—1
ture Polivical Staus

MDAt an ampasse,
chicfs can get
they

the Wotje reel went dend.
discussions

Commission re-
the

together and, provided

traditional

forsseem such dopliciy, use their

viidgue powers to o work oue a suiahbe!
o sensible desting for their people.

—-F L Kanw, i



