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ly called Micronesia, [
stopped in at the high
school in Koror, the
principal municipality
of. the Administrative
District of Palau, in the
West Carohnes, .\1-

though it mid-
morning, the hands of an clectric clock
on a classroom wall stood at two-fif-

“Tes all right,” the

Wats

teen, runing,

teacher said. “But in the last three
months ivs gone forward only three
hours, Oh, well, things may sall move

least, for a
During the

Micronesia

slowly out here, buc ac
change, they’re moving.”
last quarter of a century,
has given the United Stuarrtes a rare op-
portunity practice enlightened colo-

nialism, but many of the regien’s peaple
think that the American
been disappointing—much promise, lit-

back to

record hits

de performance. [T had come
get same idea of the changes since my

in 1965, and T found cercun

aspects of Micronesia discourayingly
stane. On Yap, Poan inte the bishap-
designate of the Vieauiate of the Caro-
Jing and MTarshall fslanads. Fle had juse

come from ALajuro, the administrative

Jast visite,

hub of the Adarshalls, where there bad

peronniily been, and sail was, a giev-

Ino arder ta wast at

he told me, he and the

other guests had had form st bucket
Ac Prok, Doran inte the retr-

ing bishop, and he that the dirt

ous water shortage.

the hotel there,

brigade.

sind

votd fron the diserign center to bis di-

osesin headquarters was as bad as [

remembered it. “ON woman drove out

to visit me a few weeks ago and com-

plained thac shed hada terribly jolting
ride, and Dowas delighted to learn that

her husband was in Public \Works? he

“Miybe thar means the road will
(Several

work
nepepel

sald,

vet fixed one of these yours.”

Tohieared chat same

tibute,

mmoenths liter,

ltd deen done om att

haps, te the cMieacey of prayer) En al

the two thousand-odd islands of \icra-

nesta, Chere are net much more than

five diemedred miles of rands ofc kind,

adiminiserarnyeand outside Suan, the

eatot the whol gies, there bite been

5013238

Cc.

‘the ‘Prust

MICRONESIA REVISITED

 

SIRT STOCTee

 

AROLINES

KAPINGAMARANGI*

very few roads paved since the Secand
World War. Nonetheless, one of the
most visible marks of Americanization
is the automobile, which, in this largely

watery expanse, has proliferated as wild-
ly as the tangantangan bush. Tn 1965,

there were a thousand cars in Micro-
nesia. Now the number has more than

The tiny island of Ebeye,
parcofthe Kwajalein coll, in the \ar-
quadrupled.

shalls, has only two miles of roads and
can easily be traversed on foot, but ata
recent count there were two hundred

there, for twenty-seven

On some of the islands, car

cars hundred

residents.

awners, having no paved reads on which

to test their vebhicles, Mi-

cronesiad, In many respects a backwater
may rank Arse in head-on

use airstrips.

of the lobe,

crashes on anport runways.

UN?!SR othe formal name of the

Prust Verritory of the Pacifte Is-

lands, three million square miles of
Microtiesia have been’ the responsibility

af the Onited States, acting on behalf

of the United Nations, 1947,

The ULN. chrective for the area tne

structs the United States to

tte development of the inhabitants of
‘Territory toward self-gov-

ernment or independence? Among the

steps that the Gaited States has taken to

since

ae .
promote

Carry oUt ALS Aassion in yecent years has

been the injection into Micronesia of

massive doses of Peace Corps volun-

Since £966, the

sand inhabitants of the

hundred thau-

"Trust. “Terrie

Administnaive Districts have

teers,
 

1 .
fOUV Ss osIN

phaved host te atmiest thie thoisund

Peace Carps volunteers, of whom near
ly dhree hundred are there today. No-

Where else has the Peace Corps been

doploved in renter concentiauen with
relation to th [over

the Last tise years Peace Corpsimen had
e host population.
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they would have been
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seventeen ind

nullion strong.
Norsincee Magellan's

Micronesia

  
  

    

 

day has

been ruled by anv of

its permanent inhabit-

ants—mostly Chamor-

ros, Palauans, Yapese,

Trukese, Ponapeans,

and Marshallese. Be-

tween 1521 and 1944,

the area was occupied,

by Spain,

       

successively,
Germany, and Japan, which took over

by force in 1914 and was evicted the
same way thirty years later. Guam,

which hes within the geographical
bounds of Micronesia bue has been a
United States territory since the Span-

ish-American War, is in the Mariani
Islands, as is Salpan, thirty minutes
away by atv. Just after takeotf from
Saipan, one usually flles over Tintin,
from which were launched the 1B-29s
that destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
The first B-52s to bomb North Viet-
nam were launched from Guam. Since

the Second World War, eur Depare
ment of Defense has looked upon ATi

croncsht as an area that,

what the United States might aspire to
should under ae preventable

regardless at

use IL for,

circumstances again he forufed bv auv
other uaden. In deference to that con

the United Nations,
conferred on the Prust

peculiar status: it is a Strategie
Territory—the only one in history.

What this means, in cfect, as thac antl

the trusts cerminaacted the United States

has the right to use the islinds for mith-

Miarr-
and Pine

at the outses,

Territory a

“Cruse

cern,

tary purposes. Except in the
at Kavaqalein, Bikini,

wetok-—there has been noe consequential

 

 

       

Amenecan military presence, bat still we

reGun eur options, Some of the mitives,

most notably some of the fifty chousand
on small islands outside the

find it hard

who live

Vorrnory’s distiict centers,
to grasp the strategic impleauons af

the trusteeship. For one thing, in seve
eral oof ther ten ar oso distinctive lia-

eures there is no word lar“ sthate=
D

voce” Laterpreters whe uy te render
ihanto Palauan or Yapese come up with

something nearly synonymous yvidh

ety " Saphistie: ted Micronesians whe
do andes some the matte of a stitteeic

trustderive no comfort from ther cour



prehension, howeve “Tecan see how

our Jand might be imporeant to your

Defense people in the case of actual

war,” one Ponapean polinenn rald me.

“Bue ld

unfiniited access te it just because same-

thing might happen.” Tn the fall ot

1969, General Lewis Walt, Assistant

Commandant of the Marine Corps,

visited Micronesia, hoping toe select

'same acreage that, if its propmetors con-
training

ont see why you should have

curred, could be used asa

area; because United States relations

with Okinawa and the Philippines, al-

ready somewhat frayed, might unravel

 
further, the General knew such an

area might be needed. Ao large and

thinly, settled Palauan isliuid called

Babelthuap looked promising, and for

a while negotiations to lease a portion

of it seemed to be proceeding nicely,

But juse as the General thought every-

thing was almost arranged, the istrict

legislature of Palau passed resolution

declaring that the Marines would not

be welcome, Vhe blame for the turn-  
‘down was at firse wrongly assigned to

a Peace Corps Jawyer then

a colonel in Wale’s

mn resi-

dence;

had heard the lawyer denounce the war

in Vietnain, and that made hint suspect

in. Marine eyes. Phe actual reason was

thar the Palauans whose land would

have been taken weren’t satished with

Above all

else, Micronesians prize what little sot

they have, and when it comes to the

disposition of it, as one recent “Prust

entou rage

the proposed rental terms.

Territory has stated, “contra-

versy is rife and ubtquiteus.”

report

Amerie

cans in Micronesiawho are not per-

mitted to own dand, but who, ina tew

instances, have wangled a foorhold

there by adopting Mieronesian children

and buying property in their names—

have been trying for nearly iwentys five

years to determine just who has title t

what. Not long age, the adaunisey LLLOn

of the “Pruse Le

land survey.[twas a formidable under-

taking 5 incall che “Vrust “Per-

ritory, just four hundred and forty-

erritory embarked on a

there are,

cight thousand acres, and even though sixty per cent of thar total lias been pro-

claimed public tand, an esturated four

hundred thousand small private parcels

remain, many of them belonging com~-
munally to famubes or chins, “Phe whale

Yap Districts has only twenty-nine

thousand ilieateenis, Hert Its brvawd-

cdgeable old chicts have estimated that
it has two hundred thousand parcels of
land. Most of the claims that Miicro-

nestans have ledyved accunst their oc

cuplers da this century have deslt with

or of them land. Pres- the use, HIstise,

 
thousand four handred acres and seven
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much as the United States and Japan
fought cach other ia Micronesia on

Jand and for Jand that neither nation
owned, Micronesians understandably

accountable for

damage to it, Only the vear before dase,

after interminable negotiations, the wo

hold both countries

countries Anally consented ta make an
evegraiid paymMent—a payment, that is,
involving no admission of guilt about
anydhineg—of ten milion dollars. Japan
seemingly had the better of the batgain:
The United States promised to pay the
entre stam a cash, and te collect Ja-
pan’s share at some unspecified date in
the vague form of goods and services.
{"Che United States Congress author-
ized an additional gwventy million dol-
Jars to pay Micronesians for damage
done after the American takeover, but
just how and when and to whom this
money sta be paid remains uncertain. )
Japan was alsa granted a concession:
Pheretofere, ships fying its flag were
forbidden to put inte Pruse ‘Verritory
Ports except in emergencies; when
their share has been paid they will be

able to sail inte the harbors of Palau
and “Vrek for provistoning. Some Jipa-
nese had already availed themselves of
other Micronesian harbors as used: ship
dumps. Some months back, a decrepit
Japane se fishing boat, after deftly shak-
Inge eS wa’ through the tricky channel
that leads tte Kolonia, the capital of
Ponape, ran hard aground a short dis-
weice from the airstrip, “Phe crew none
chalantly stepped

munutes: bate

iar

few

AR accompany

Note

to salvage the

ashore and, a
boarded

boat ane steamed casiay,

tempo wis naracde aban-

Kalonin the
tuess is that while the Ponapeans sare
holding the broken vessel some Japa-
Those | ‘

doned ship, and around

Insuranes company os helding the
bag

HIN Powas first ta Mierone-

sit, people who were supposed
to know told ine that the ishimders
might be ready to cerese their right of

1969. Now the
yess OpcMstic el: tle one heyAS 1s 1972,

Due hardly

self-derermunation in

NVedle considers it renliscic.
Despite our Defense Departinent’s ine
terest in the “Cruse Verritory, it comes
wader the lege jrvisdiction of our De.
partment oof the Caterior, and in tle
spring’ of [969 Seceeuary WV alter Fliek-
el, in of oa

thar Afteronesia cites

the CORLTS( VISITE, PYopose¢

Wites ee Pernt

wath othe

Thitt upset. those
who favor Independence,

Heuit

SUttes,

partnership’ rites

Vile renestins

and avhia Uke
to draw wheat they resound as meuin

ful paratlels between avo kinds of

dogs--one fat and sleek hut on a leash~ ?

4

pvlade

the other mangyand scrawny but free.

Nicronesians are fond of such analogies,

“Tf we got independence in the fore-

future,’ a much travelled one

“St would be bke sending a

child to New York alone.”

But when it cames to the fucure there

secable

told

SIN-Ved reald

ine,

are complications within complications.
Many Saipanese, for example, want to

pull out oof the “Prust TPerritery come

pletely so that. they join their
Chamorro cousins on Gruam in ain ex-

panded) United States Verricory. [In
March, 1971, the Marianas District
legislature voted unanimously to secede
from the “Prust Territory, “

arms, but nebody has yet
tried to implement the

Karlier, Saipan had held a referenduin

and,‘votwd to-afiliate with Guam, The

only trouble that Guam, which

cherishes its distinctiveness in the region,

forthwith held a referendum of its own

may

. ag
if necessary,

resolution,

Was

and voted against union, In 1969, the
Congress of Micronesia, a bicameral
legislature embracing the cnure Trust

Territory, which began functioning in

1965,
Political Status Comunission to look mito

the question of Micronesia’s politcal

chose from its ranks a luture destiny. After inspecting, among other

areas, Puerto Rico and the Virgin [s-

lands, the

that Micronesia eventually become “a
cammission recommended

self-governing state in free association

with the United States.’ No ane spelled

exacny that

followed several lengthy

out whit meant. Phere

meeungs be-

-uween the commission and representa
l tives of the Nixon Aduinistrauion, the

jupshot of which was chitin the suaimer
of 1970 the United States urged Alicro-

pres to adape the status of a common-

wealth. The Congress of Mlicronesia
| rejected this as unacceptable, and there

| since. Lhe

upshot of the of

‘talks, held tn Hawaii this pase October,

Vhe

has been a stalemate cver

most recent rennad

was to decide ta hald more talks.

United States is certainly in
to rock this particular boat, and Wash-

no hur

ington has too many other things on its

nund to give a dich priority to the prob-
lems of Saipan. Waleer Plickel tras

quated Henry Kissinger as saying,

slightly inaccurately, “Uhere are only ninety thousand people out there, Who

gives a damn?” Sa bfe drifts along out
there, and the dew strains at the leash.

The Congress of

miatlhy meets every summer,

Mheronesit more

frist de eris-

HiteIreture metably deltoreat Prom via i

cd States Congress in that among its

members there was tavul chis bist session
(Phere are only

NMicronesian hasevins anywhere}

of

notion sinecle lawyer.

three

aneup busimessien

by farce of
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Americans to underdeveloped areas to
provile American skills and to demon-

strate America’s compassion for the less

favored peoples af the earth, Micro-
nesta is the only place in the world rez
by Americans which the Pence

Corps has been dispatched. “The Corps-
men, then, are part of the government

by background and culture, but at
the same time they are detached from

it and-—in keeping with the present
attitude of young Americans toward

vested authority—often disenchanted
with it. When a Micronesian high-
school student wrote, “We find that
the United States leads us in the right
way,” lus Peace Corps teacher serb-

bled on the margin, “fAre you sure?”
When another student wrote, “Palau
has beautiful things and big trucks and

cars,” Ais Peace Corps teacher queried,
“Why are trucks and cars beaunfulf”

Before the Peace Corps arrived, most
Micronesian youngsters attending a

Western movie tended to root for the

cowboys; Corpsinen have been trying

to

to convince them that their sympathies
should more logically belong with the
Indians. The majority of the volun-
teers have had a decidedly beneficial
effect on the region. Some of ‘them,

perhaps slightly misled by
literature, thought they were going
toa
brought surfboards alang, “They have

rec ruitin g

trangail, palmy paradise and

all had one indisputable edge on the

other Americans in the region: itis part

of their traming to acquire a working

knowledge of the language of the area

to which they are assigned, so each of
them speaks Palauan, Yapese, or what-

More of them sta-have been

tioned on remote outer ishiuids—where

ever,

provisions and mail may arrive only
every few months—-than any ether
Americans have ever been, Wherever

the volunteers have stayed, they have

hived—far fromidyliically, by Western
standards—as the

often sharing native homes and sub-
sisting largely on rice and fish; among
many of the Corpsmen it is considered
a badge of honor to have intestinal par-

Micranesians live,

asites. Several volunteers have married

Micronesians and have gone native to

an extent undreamed of by much of
the local popwation. With the com-

bined advent of the Peace Corps and

the Congress of Micronesia, there has
come to the Pan wilt oe merical

who dics been chere a done time calls

“the era of eriueism and challenge.”

This may be the greatest recent change
in Micronesia. One finds indications of

itevervwhere. Phe traditional mative

of the Marshall for

INSGINeE, highborn chiefs called

5013

ralers [shinds,

Ve

 

 
 

irot}. The Trust Terntory administra-
tion has alwavs courted the good will 03

the soz, wha can be stubborn but can

also serve as useful middlemen between

the government and the people. The

Peace Corpsmen, though, have been
openly questioning whether an autocratic

leadership system can coexist with

democracy, and the effect of their
skepticism was evident ina Majuro bar
one night recently when a young Mar-
shallese said something that would have

been publicly unutterable ive years ago.

Hesaid, “The hell with the wor!”

Some of the most diligent Peace
Corpsmen find their own success un-
settling. “The trouble with our being

here under an American adninistration
is that the more we're accepted the

more palatable aff Americans become,”
one of them told ine. ‘So the better
a volunteer one is the more one does

to lay the groundwork for a less ad-
mirable American presenee.” The vir-

tual vow of poverty that the volunteers

take when they sign up doesn’t bother
them much in most countries where

the Corps has operated. In Micronesia,
though, Corpsmen sometimes find
themselves working alongside Ameri-

cans who are doing the same jobs for

comparatively princely pay. Moreover,
the “Trust Territory admuinistracon,
which ts constantly squeezed for funds,

has on a few occasions simply used
Peace Carps volunteers co All job apen-
Ings that were budgeted ar a high

salary, and spent the savings clsewhere.
It is a shtuation that puts altruism to 32

severe cost,

There have been Peace Corpsmen

of all sorts in Micronesia: lawyers, doc-

tors, architects, business specialists, hota-
nists-—one of the last aaking a survey

of medicinal plants, another studying
the ecology of mangrove swamps. In
the Afarshatls, many of che
women are stout, especially thase who

where

have had seven or eight children, wem-

en volunteers have conducted reducing

classes; the shy natives insise that these
be held behind drawn curtains, lest

the men scoff at them while they grunt
and strains in pursuit of the svelte
American dream. In 1969, on the
initiative of Peace Corpsmen, the first
MicrOlympic Games were held, on
Saipan. Tt was an event that did as

much to bind the diffuse area together

as auything since the inception of the  
Coneress nf A foe ronenint. “Vhe individual

star was a Ponapean distance runner,

includingwho won four gold medals, vy
2

one for the 6.2-mile race, despite casual
pauses between laps for puffs en spec-

tarors’ clearetres. Elis proud compatriots

sent him to a winter martha in



|

Japan, but his redoubtable lungs could
not cope with the cold there; trying to
race after a brief hospitalization for a
respiratory ailment, he collapsed after
two hundred One of the fea-
tured competitions of the AficrOlym-
pics was the Miicronesien AU- Around,

yards.

a focal variation on the decathlon, with
contests in spearfishing, underwater

swimming, and coconut-tree  chimb-
ing. The cancellation of the next
MicrOlympics, which had been set
for the summer of 1971, on Koror, was

a bitter

spective Palauan hosts, who had hoped
to add to the roster of events blowgun-

shooting and war-canoe racing.
Some of the things that the Peace

Corpsmen have been deing in Micro-
nesia are what any Americans could

have done twenty-five years ago. The

Japanese built a seventy-mile road all
the way around Ponape, but the iskiund
gets heavy rains-—there is an average

annual fall of three hundred inches in

the interior—and by 1945 the bridges

and culverts were in such disrepair that

the Ponapeans had.to use boats to get

from one part of the island to another,
This situation continued for twenty-
two years. In 1967, a handful of Corps-

named

disappointinent to the  pro-

them a scientist

who had had some ex-

men, aniong
Wayne Judd,

perience in construction, persuaded the
Ponape District legislature to apprepri-
ate sixteen hundred and five dollars
for read repairs. In three months, the

Corpsmen, employing logal labor, burke
three bridges and seven culverts. When

Judd finished his Peace Corps sunt, he

wentto Haswan fore year, and then re-

turned to become head of an organtea-

tion called the Ponape “Pransportation

Board, Now known simply as PLT LB.,
it sa contracting ageney controlled by
Micronesians, It has a staff of twenty-
five, half a million dollars’
of construction projects under way or

and worth

recendy completed—-among the latter

a post office that after hours serves as a
social center for young people. Mlost of
the PVT.B.’s energies have been can-

centrated, however, on undertakings

outside the district center, where the

majority of the Americans live. “Our

work is for the peaple, and not to sup-
port the Amenean base of operations,”

Judd told me.

Most of the Peace Corps volunteers

in Micronesia have been engaged in

teaching, often in a program called
Teachines Favedish as ona Second foan-

guage Inoan area with so omy hi-

ferent tongues, it will make sense to

have a lingua franca if self-government
is attained. Some of the Americans,

though, have apparently tended to thik
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and covenuts ta cate-especmlly

that I know anvone—but TH sul be
hauling water by the bucket.”

The judges m Nicronesia arrange

their court situngs te ue in with air

schedules. Vhe judges have ta make
the most of their ume; in Micronesia,

as on any American turf these days,
crime is rampant. After assisting at his”
third autopsy in four weeks on a person
either shot ar speared to death, a Peace
Corps docter wrote to the Didt a. |
Chais, “Whydoes the society condone

these acts of violence? .
movement afoot to change this aspect
of your society, or is the free use of vio-

Jence so essentil to vour culture that it
cannot be controlled without desctroving :

the culturer”? (He also wrote that he

thought it unfair to the lecal hospitals
for Palauans to come to shortestaffed

emergency rooms after holidays to have
hangovers treated.) “The muse cele-

brated act of violence to date was a

murder conimnntted by an) American—

the first ever to stand trial for a major
crime ina Trust Territory court. He

was a tourist of sorts, dhe twenty-two-

year-old seapegrace owner of a power-
boat, which is sull reosting on a reef of

the unpopulatced Oroluk Atoll, in the
Truk District. Vhe voung man had sec
off on a cruise @ fran with ano older

American man and an aauable seven-

teen-year-olde Filipina gird. .\fter the

hoat ran aground and the twe VOULET

people were rescued, the body of their
companion was found aboard, with a

bullec ta hus head. Phe case had poliveal

sienificance. VWhen word af the crime

aot around Pruk, the nagves assumed
that smneo the alleged kifler was an

American, he would not be arrested,

that if

charged, thacaf charged he would not

arrestudl he would not be

be tried, tf tried not convicted, and if
convicted certainly net locked up in the
Vruk gai (Mieronesian prisons are so
miserable that Judes sometimes lec ans-

ereants go free pust te spare them a sty

behind bars.) Vhe veung American

was arrested, charged, cited, found

ealiy of scoond-degree unirder, srtd

sentenced (by three judges, the two

senior Ones -\mmerican) to twenty vears
mthe Truk jail Pls warders made one

concession to his mauenaliny: he was

allowed a mattress Wo sleep on instead

of amat.

Vi f Hy athe, Vy Hs Somme Giles asks dy
i ‘ . 1

In these days When there are se
Hiws pressing problems on earth, with

people who for conturies have got alone

{

.. is there any,
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 Parl well aoa baby cloaute wiih

plenty of Ash and taro and breadfruit
SINUS

there are onh oa hundyvod thousand of

 

them? (Until recently, there were
more people in jail in Indonesia than
out of jail in Micronesia.) Well, the
United States has both a legal and a
moral oblization to bothers one cannot

jireat an adopted chikd like ao statistic.
"For a long time, the administrators of

I Micronesia had to make do with what

was, by American standards, a pittance.
Even the current robust appropriation

lof sixty) million dollars (six hundred
doHars per Mlicronesian per annum)
does not tell the whole financial story,

for in addition to the Peace Corps,
which has its own budget, heronesia,

thanks to an avuncular interest en the
part of Hawai’s congressmen 3A
Washington, has benefisted from sev-

 

cral federal programs set up to help the

govercign states—Head Start, for in-

I tance, and the Office of Economic Op-

| portunity, the Library Construction

jand Service Act, and the Manpower

Development Act. Furthermore, as

a result of a personal request that

Secretary Hickel made of Seeretary

of Defense Laird, the Prust Territory

recently enjoved a high priority in

obtaining millions of dollars’ worth of

Defense Department  zoods——jeeps,

typewriters, rock crushers, diapers, and

so on——that had been declired surplus

and were on sale, in Okinawa, for
about seven and a half per cent of there
vane. Ta the Inet couple ef years, more-
over, the Defense Departmenc (with

the “Cruse Territory in this instance  footing most of the bill) has sent

small contingents of Seabees and other

military construction men to Micra

nesia. Calling themselves “oiyvic-acion

teats,” they have been dome their bit

to spruce up thy frequently dowdy

area. On the island of Rota, which is

one of the Afarmnas, sone Seabees built

a slaughterhouse, a merry-go-reund, a

schoolyard flagpole, and a community
barbecue pit, Most Abicronesians have

welcomed and appreemted these ges-
tures; a few, though, have wondered  Whether their benefactars may net be public-relations emissaries calculated to
iInake the nauves look Kindly upon any
sttbsequent Defense Department units
that showup.

Over the years, there have been re-

peated complaints that, no matter how much money comes into MHeronesia,

too Jittle of gt is useck to bolster the

Prost Pernters  lanping economy. |

Aiicrenest: may

trialized, but at has porentialaes in ag-
nover become ae

ricultare and in fishing that haw neve

been tapped. “Phe “Prast Terriers

could casily predoace all ihe rice thar H

Inhabitants Constance, but, as things

stand, it produces only eleven thousand

dollars’ werth and imports two million

dollars’ worth, High Comunussioner

Johnston, whe at twelve was rating

vegetables andselling them to the Pre-

ely Wigely chain in) Honolulu, hes

been talking about stargng up garden

Ing projects i the elementary schunls

“Pi not interested in high-level eCD-

nomic projection curves through 198d,

he told me. “Lim interested in wherher

Mr. Billings’ store succeeds, and a

whether, as more and more tourisr

come here, there will be adequate dry-

cleaning services. We've got to starta

the bottom and do the litle thing

first.” Start, start, start——chat ws un

eternal American chant in Micronesia

The Americans in charge five year

ago were talking like that, too, ane

they had especially high hopes of inau

gurating a boom in produce by mean

of a Farm Institute then flinetionin:

on Ponape, where prospecuve agricul

turists were to be indoctrinated. “Th

Institute was shue down in 1969, be

cause clghty per cent of its graduate

had taken office jabs.

In the matter of fishing,

has been much the same. “Phe wate:

of Micronesia reem with fish and shell

fish; the people of Micronesi spen

much of what ttle cash they have o

canned fish. Air. Johnston attended

the ster

conference in Hawai in 1970 oat

which evolved a new nonproht co

poration for the devslopment of con

mercial fishing ia all of America’s V:

cific islands. Bur will saving come «

ee In 1964, the Van Camp Sea foe

Company, of Calitoroia, brougzhy

Koror a tleer af tuna

manned by Okinawans, “Vhey were #

be replaced by Palauans, ic was sand, .
' . }

soon as cnough of them could 3

smiall Hog

trained, Tt is nat hard to teach aang

to fish for tuna, vet by Ite 19700 on

thirty. Patsuans were thus coplors

CA freezing plant ashore was mina

hy flty-five Palnuans.) Most A tier:

nesians, When push cames to shov
would rather do anything chan lian.

few Years ago, a moun picture, “Ek

in the Pacific,” was shot an Koren.

proditc¢tion provided jobs fay many Ni

croneszins, Phat vear, the value oft

Trust Ash

counting Van Canip's ceatch---drapp
‘Terriory's eNpors—-n

fram ninety-three thous:ind dollars

twenty-one thausand,

Arotad Aficronesian today, feae
- 1 tro 1 , *

cavriadie, Sond POLS Von.

on down, hacks upan Lotehisnil iis

magic potion most likely to revitah

theeconamy, One locel agent ofa

Oreaniyiaen evandle enlled Ndtere

sia “Tours, on beta asked chit bth

though: the area should dale beh



main street and replied that since the

Trust Territory -already condoned

‘saa drinking and betel-nut chew-

ring, perhaps it could
appeal to

most dramatically

Coneress

legalizing

tourists if the

of Micronesia passed ;

The Cong=°
considered that sowsibiliee,
have been drifting in,

t law

maryuana, s has not even

but Tourists

drawn by war-

time memories or hy a belief, now with-

aut foundation,
ence of so

many years,
main strikingly beautiful and compara-

tively 1968, thirteen
thousand tourists vistted the Trust Per-

ritory, and in 1969 twenty
Currently, they are coming ar the rate
of three thousand a month. Many of

them are Japanese, and mast of these
go to Saipan after taking advantage of
bargain air fares beaween Vokvo and

f,

that, despite the pres-

many Americans for sa

parts of Micronesia ree

unspoiled. Ta

thousand.

Guam. (The nature of the recent

transformation of Guam, once a clais-

tered enclave of the United States

Navy, may be adduced from the names

of two recently built hotels: the Fujita
“Pokvu. The career of a nisci

American living on Guam
and the

, whoa deec-

ade ago served as interpreter far ovo
Japanese soldier stragelers

the jungle,

on pehoalF af rhe

captured
has now came full errele:

Guem Teartst Com-
he mans an airport mnfermia-

 
iissis,

tion counter ostabtished as a comven-

One af

Hfiv-four-

tence for Fapanese visitors. y

Sauipaiv’s fancier hotels, the

Royal Taga,

conditioning and

room which boasts aire

suroininis pool,

booked months in advance by fapanese

businessmen anal Japanese honev-

(Phere are new four hun-
thirty

moecners,

hotel rooms im all of

with sul more

On Saipan, there

are few stehts for touriscs ta see

dre and

the “Prust

under canscruction. }

Der ritory

ether than crumbhas remnants

of the war. Phe souvenir pust-

cards on sale feature photo-

graphs not of beaches or palny
trees or sunsets but of a ruined

Japanese hospital, a rusty tank, and

the Japanese jail where Amelia Bar

hare was said co have been held cnp-

uve before she disappeared. Within the

past couple OL years, Japanese delega-

Hens to Saipan hase unveiled two

memorids ta thewar dead) one ot

them In a meuntatneus area called ) Marpi, which wasn't declired clear of

Hive aminunition orl eres alte thre pub

He unul October, bogsesiaentvefour

after the

Japanese soldiers and civilians, in de-
yenrs Inst of thousands of

ancover the United Stares ¢ tntspanaver the Goauiec® States conquest of
' * " 1 . .

fair ishuadl doaped co dean Front U6

whieh theePLOLOL TONITE,

 

Banat Cle. Veterans of the Twen-

tieth Air Fores, which dropped the
atomic have alsa been coming

back far nostaleie reunions,

bombs,

attracted taAN ANY tourists are

i Micronesia by its coral reefs,

which are of unexcelled variety and

beauty. Recently, theugh, these have

under attack from aio scaborne

enemv—A canthaster blancs, the ¢

Come

TYOUNWT=

scarlish, T his predatay31S EVI,

[t ett

grow to uwo feet in diameter and can

develop as many as twenty-one arms.
Tes back is coated with sharp, poisonous

of-tharns

Wyo in both looks and behavier.

spines a couple of inghes Jong, and
step on itis to risk infection and fever.
The best first atd is to curn the crea-
ture on its back, place the affected part
UPON It,
stomach suck out the poison.

and lec its own malign white

With this

stemmich the suurfsh also cngarges the.

living polyps that give coral its bright

herd of acanthiasters

left

starfish

colors; where a

has graved, the devastated coral

behind as dead swehite, “Vhese

travel aloug the floar of the ocean, and

they move almost three-quarters of
mile a month,

six months without eating, bur when
They can stay alive for

ent hearulys a
kill Afi years of

A female ¢can dav

they eae they bir acan-

thaster can

rowel ty a aielie.

ceral

rventv-four milbon eggs ata clip. Tn

normal emies, most of these ceees are

gobbled up as larvae by the very coral

polyps thee would consume tf thes

or thes are kept

shell-

fsh—prineipally the triton. But same-

hived to became adults,

in bounds bv severnl species at

thing tins happened, AH oche was froin

Australia to Plus ad, to upset the eco-

lowdeal Galanee —-perhaps the blasting: of
coral fa dred#ime operations, crating

of dead

Iarvae can safely

witches coral where| )

settle; perhaps

toa much tritan-lniting; per-

besos the pollution by man of atoll

lazoons, which has ctintiactted

natural predators, In anv event,

the proviferation of acanchasters lies

caused cong caring blolo@ise sehr bets

studied the animal in Afteronesia to Say

thac it IS os potomuedly disastrous for

tae corel island as canunuous forest fires

“And the

a doneer

are toa, watershed,” adding,

carals yorobably will require

than docs a) foresc.”

vee creatures canna be chapped

tine ten

| The

recovery

to dendh: if Veep cert eke ante Perr

plecesy veouend: uoowidh four sturtich,

Shart oad oasssaline cthenr seach nardes

of shirtinyp or tritons—which mice

Lie ecves met ooutoof hed aad cause

perder coo loica nishite f-=tie best

mgttod) devised sOonat ter cepswath

them 3s to have underwater divers in-
ject them, one by one, with formalin.
Tn the Jast couple of years, this labori-
ous hypodermic war has been waged

throughout Micronesia, “People scoft at
our worries about the acanthaster, but

who has ever seen a phenomenon of this

sort beforef?? Peter Walsen, the Trust
Territory’s chief fisheries man, sant to
me. “We may be witnessing a unique

hielogical catastrophe, [ don’t think the
reefs will collapse—which, of course,

would mean the end of the atells——bur

as long as the starfish multiply so fan-
tastically we've got to try to stop them,
if you assume adivingTee to be pref-
erable to a dead one.” The island of

Timian has offered a ten-cent bounty per

starfish, United States Con-
gress has appropriated four and half

million dollars ta fight the battle.

Many Miicronesians, disagreeable as

and the

they conskler the crown-of-thorns star-
fish te be, have been taking dus new
tribulation philosoplically. They have
survived frightful typhoons and (ight-
ening pestilences and occupation by four
foreign nations; they suspect thac they
can also survive whatever

thaster

‘They point our that the creature itself

isn’t news it was known to be in existe

ence before the United States

(Linnaeus deseribed it in 1758.) Th-

thy acan-

was,

deed, some Aficronesians even profess

to Know how the puzzling acaatinester

first came to their area, Onee upon a

ume, it seems, in

Marshall
agreed to swap some of his fishing se-

now the

Arno

whit are

Islands, an frog of

crets for some of the navigational

The Wore

man owas deceitful and heerally

the

crets of an roy of Wotte.

AVY
Arno mania bum steer; he passed

along same false navigational lore,

Whereopon the cnraged) Arne ready,

pretending to teach his) fellow-clief

calling them

stead haw

how ta cateh edible fish by

Into dus nets, taught him

to sumunen the crown-af-thorns. “Phas

the Weotye reef went dead,

some older Micronesians today wha be- 1

that of they

United States voverament and the Bae

Political Status

WEA Al aM MApasse, the

Neve discussions between

ture Commission re-

trad ities

chiefs can get together and, provided |

they ticirforswear such duplicity, use
. . 1

Hidde powers ta werk out oa suitible

and sensible destuiy for then people.

-—-I0. J. Rate, [r.
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