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Jand: because:of. the: concerti,” sald
\athan Noté;-who/as Bikini's: f'scnb
is’ the second”highestinative oiﬁcml'
on the island. ¢ .

“This is° nok-thes p-oudest’momen
in US. history,” said one official with:

the "federal Enervy Research‘ and

. pﬂople of Bikipi:' i+

-

“atol]. was: safe: for humart habitation:”

. the'resettlement’ program, show :the

I“We thotight we would tebackina a
ear,: pro‘oably twoy ! Tecalléd Jamore

itap;;who: wgsv°8' wherr tha! Bnkmx
eople’weres moved in-the-fifst of
hree: unsamfactory Teselilement: i
ortsy NOW “Aitaprefers o hmsel‘ as 1*

968+ wheni+* Président - Lyndon' -B.Y
" Johnson.announced that most of their-

The retwrn started. later, but serious:
questions - have been. raised  since*

-about levels of radmhon ar, L;e fOrmEL'
. test sites: - ;

bamples of bleod’ "'md nrrre ! from
the first-residents to retum to Bikini,
as well-as from workers involved in:

people.are: absorbing: radiation, al=
though' the ‘amount:- and m, stomn"i
cance-are in dispute. % .

““Notwithstanding =" what ‘an ]Une
says-about-whether or not these lev-]
els are scicmiﬁcal'/ signiiicant; they .
are- not ‘reassuring,’” said George M: '
Allen; an attomej who reorenntotr‘e
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‘"under alconlract With: BRDA fouin
Ahat, well water'on Bikipi Island, th
‘Lxrgest land mass on the 26 islands'
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re{no\red'fro'n anea; surro%%dmg food
lanlip°s _zmd be’ rep!ac°d i) ¥

10
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d sand ak n iromsl

;do»e: ofiexte mql radlal\on to’ nerson
diving.in houses, already: builtion’th:
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thc 30-year federal gutdance limib.3
f‘ns leavesliltla. maram-for addi=
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i f)nuchdea- via - ﬂroundwater sand
“Variots food chains,i the- -study “said
I is™ cleart S thaly vésidents.iin

- houses built within the'interiér. of: Biy
Jkini Lland will receiye 30- year exte
I‘Cl‘ doses cxceedmr' he guidevalue;

mm'pomt pockﬂts Qf contammaUp
nsse;s'theposmble havardsi

clear wh'xt measwcs the pnoola ca
lake to reduce radiation’ exposurs lo:
nSIgnlmanL lnyels when they. retirn
But these 'oplions,’ as federal ofii
lals: calls them;: such a3 ot drinking -
-welliwater. or eating: food: grown; on-‘
“Bikini, Island;} present enormous :so:
‘cial, cu)Lura\ msutqunnl, and ulti
malely political problems for the U. 5
‘government In.ils role as trustez ove
Mlcronesxa
i The:, histor ithe *eseu‘emnn
program so'far; lndlclatgs the. severity
of future obslacles,_ . ~
g Wheh'thé.old'ALdmi'c Enargy Co
‘mission was Tirst céasulled abeut-thy
.'pOSSlblllly of {allowing people.to re
urn to:Bikini, it xeolmd thal resztil
“ment was posslble hut rnad a num
ber of vecommendalions: ;
~Accerding toa suit filed by tn- Bi

ini people in federal court in Hawail, .

APeople-read the firstiling ol tha
1ecommendatmns thalisaid the peop\a :
could go back: Tdon't; think there: way i
muLh Tecognition of orqundursla:\dm" i
of the Test of the advice, s said. Torn'F“
cCraw,. adstaff: member DERDA’S '
dwxston of environmental gafely: w
We’ve‘g‘ got; toisharetd/lo
bhme hecausb Ayesdi dnf, “go’ around..
bealing'Lhe hushes trying to explain,” M
said’ Joe :Deal; assis an*‘ urcctor xor
health protechon w:t‘n ERDA, “‘\Ve ret
rml\mg ag caL d(_al rno g ef ort to go -

'\round '\nd m3k° sqx Wt

o -Although o jliiesses due'to radias)
- ’g\on ).ave been identified -on, Bikini
tha l;uhonucl\des found there have all
‘Been assoeiated ‘vuh 1/1rlou> forms. of
“gancer,-including Jeukepmia, cancer of
L‘le bo‘.c and of the liver, The-longx
Term efidcls of low levehadmtmn are
~noL)ct well understcod. . ;.-

+ Tederal, officiats bdneve however
Ahal it '-/m'!d be mmmlme 1o dCdee
m\.t l:.c.lsumder' sh ould noL 1cm<1\
Gﬂ l)'r\ﬂ : ,'5.', o :!5:'

X
-.'.

¥ m' had ! loo many.,'dumb‘ 2s-,
s, | tha first bemﬂ hits
)
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Ronvenk is miich more. beaut\fuh
ey an-d is) a:’ncher. island: than'Bdnm j;

Titnés...'Rongerik is abott three, tme; :
larger thanBikini: and.rouvhly tnamw

. T,nere ‘was no- f;uarantee' 1%

‘ .mpply of mported fOOd..‘"

Repotts fEome: Biki

dunng thelast.yeal: Lhere ha
i‘*th

T hey are. the mosL dlS— 7
| Ltheé" Pacific. Island pea-~. ter:Bikini had- 26 Jslands and 2.32
les, ‘sald.thelr‘atlomey, Georga;ALLY square miles'of: land;;while- Ronden‘c

en-:'Thls d_lsoer_,lon he 3;[1(] ha; made_ 41"3(1 10 islands hllh. 0. 17 SQUEEe mlles i

nd'manj ‘species of [ishin't
vere unaccomtwbly'tmc.“

&

things’ T guess;the; temptahon As. ooy
ﬂreat' dd. Oscar: deBrum, adrmms-»
trator for the Trust:T
_:nau Islands dlstnct.

-'A_nthropologxst Robert C;.Ixnst
-the: pecple of Bikini *.fere tolu t‘

L[‘"ft. o \Iarch T 19 :G ‘taking. with
=2 them: personal possessions, Dardmm
thatch panels and. oulrigger. canoes.
Jamow Aitap said. Lh=y had been giv-i

‘l- ; ool : Jen abouta weekto p:*cc_ L
e;-who-were deeply covnmmea_ ) e )
phnshamty, that'they were.like i‘the ;.. " Relocation  was accomphshedl‘
children of Istael'who the;Lord saved : -.:s:‘{mly“and withlittie planning,” said,
‘frome-their enemy- and led frorn tne --Kiste:YAs soon as the people: begzn to*
Dest; plecem"al : Prom\sed.Land ", . o ; -»subsist.on.Jocal. foods, it became ap-+ |
+ “The reseulement.proccded it sort.d . Navy-press releases: and ‘news re-:; Pazent that Rongerik’s resources h:“%‘ ;
Or a patchwork way,issald: Ray; of-;ports praised-the atoll that the- oeoole been- greally. overe'?gmated and WeTEy.
IERDA."Never,"as:far as I'm aware, were. bemo shifted: to, ROH"“L‘!‘\ an-- Hl fact inadequate . - o '
d id an agency.of the-United States go+ “umnnamted atolt: about 1')0 “miles to “In 10472 Navy bcard of mvestuza~'
over to Congress and p eser\t a total > the cast of Bikinit ¢ i~ IS > tion found"the people.were: senou:.ly'
‘package for a return;” Jh,.ix "Thegnatives are dehvhted cnthu- .*"tnidernourished and low on fresh wa-..
“.Even federal~‘officials’ admit, “siastic-about the: atomic bomb, which = ter. The Trust 'l‘cmtory administra~
however, that Lhe plight of the people .. already. has brought them prosoemy tion-offered to relocate them on Kitif"
ol Bikini is more serious than the dis-" “and a new. promising friture,” said one . an island, rather-than an atoll, 500-
_placed people ofInewetal.who were:: account in a,..Hono'lmu ne “paoer - miles o the soutn. The Bikind counci

Unhke the 520 million cleanup pro~
'Jram and :$12" million:; reseltlement
Program” that | Congress . authorized
“Jast year for the people of Enewelak):
‘znother atoll that was heavily radiat:

“ed from weapons. tnbtlng,the provram
for the people” of Bikint Was heen;.at

Avould ben’or “tbe r'ocd of mammd
'-agd to end all wars.!
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Bikint were-moved from Ronven'c to
a railitary base at Kwajalein; an“atoll
.Loout 180 rmle? to Lh~5011tn zmtith"n
0 Kl - s -
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nmlaﬂoon or” she1t°redf fishing: areais
wmcu meanL that;centures. of ad}ng

IL was an: aanculturaL mland *arfor=
mer copra plantation; about one-sitkth
the:size of-Bikinizatoll: For almost:six
‘months -out of the-year it:was-cut: ff.
from the world by pounding surf:
here ; weresperiods: iof: starvation

food.yithout the:aid of: parachuws, 50
that. mest:ofithe food:iwas; smashed’
and rendered inedible, A devastating
typnoon' in +1957:. }dlled ‘taro '1d

and: hardshxp, including an:air drop:éi ¢
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.DRDA. mtends 1. carry outi >
northern’ Marshalls this fall and win
fer? The. survey; will! cover; Bikini and
atolls that: Were' hit by-fallout ;ro-r
the hyaroaen ‘bornb::test i
..Roncelap, Rongen and Ul rik,

%1250 far;; Cono'resshas paJd the peche
= of Bikini. $3°a 0C0.in 1958 and $3-mil=
“Jjon in-a-trust fundin. 1975 to compen=
+ satéthem.for hardship.: (D
- Allen:said- nemtnr\ds to ask-for. 2574
other $1:5 million to compensate theni
for thelossrof. their land over a lon"J
‘period of time.“This still doesmot: gei;

... 10-the-final- question of: conoﬂnsatlo-x.

said Allem. There is:an 80% positive .

cases. The’ overall.standard. of living
and well-being on-Kili is Jow.: Its a-
very lonely; very 1solated place? .}
Over: theyears,’ as:hardships :in="
creased:and the population swelledon ;
“Kili, the: people of Bikinir moved‘to
other places inithe Marshalls: :to¥an

‘overcrowdedisland-at: hwa]alem in
hopes of landing a job at the U.S.Mis-
jSlle Range,:to Lh“’ dank back streets of

Majuro, ,DL'\“ district capital, and-to-a
number -of~outlying atolls:with.eu-
phonious:: nmes,-, Lae,:. Alinc'laoo‘ao
and Jaluit..- ;

Now thereare more- Lhan 700 clal-'

.mants to;the original. lands-of Bikini,
but it'is becoming:doubdtful;how- or
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"Lﬁren now:'hfe orLleus miLcult

test rate for TB,:with-several-active- .

" for:the:loss of Bikini Atoll, i tha s
\»haLLne,' row fate," he said. ‘\
“The biggest fearis thal we wnlt be
told the whole northern Marshalls are.
) lrradiated;',',:_ said- - Amata:: Kabug, &z
- member. of the Mitronesian.Senate
"and chairman of the Marshalls Politi-
cal:Status- Cornmission::“That would

. be-'a tremendous-loss, bolh econo-m-
Jcally and emotionally?™ R

+& ERDA officials find- such an allzrs

: 'ﬁative'an inipossibility; although they
acknowledge-that'it’ may" take agen-
eration-to. hnd"e gaps in techn 01007,
culiure and - h*\vuave lo* ‘convin c~=‘
peoplethat the islands are safe: B
“\Ve made a:mess there and we e
going-to stay -and clean it up,” saidi
ERDA’s Joe Deal.."Let’s face it, the
people of Bikini were screwed: by his+
“.tory; butit wasn't detiberate.: -




