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LNEWETAK ATOLL — The 20th
contury stannsed across this neek.
tace of tsluts in a lary, Now spent of
sear ahd nucivas onplosions, the atoll
is reatdy to be returned Lo the ;'unllc
peeple who fornierty tved here.

The people of Enewetal can over:
come (e unexpluded ordnanee snd
other debris of World War 11 They
are less certain about living with ra
dipaetivity — somc of it (6 remain
for 240.000 yeurs — released [rom 44
nuclear tests in (he novthern part of
lhc atc! from 1943 1).rmu,h-19ﬂ
vases cancer have
ameng other people of the
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AMicronesian mid-1*aciflic who were
irrudiated from the Tallout of a
ydrogen bomb lest-in 1921, The

uneapected madignaneies have eall
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ot into qucslmn the scmnllhc as-
surmaptions of ;\Lmnn tolerance Lo
radiation,

Unilike ponu\dlmns ()l n(hur n\nl
Pacific atolls who were dosed with
downwind fallout, especislly at Ron-
potap and Unvik, the
ple are Lelieved to have
radioaclive contamination. The
United States had removed them
furcibly belore Lhe tests, to a di

eseapwd

{HI

groap of istands l:r\own as Uj-:l:mx:

sy atoil,
Although most want to return,

some of the people are wondering ..

whether the technology that reduced

< much of Fnewetak to nuctear rublle

also can locate and remeve contami-
“poted matter to a level that
keep them free

“duced inzsses soch as cancer and
. pene mutations.

Wwhile decontamination scientists
of the Defense Nuclear Agancy and

the furmer Ateraie Encrgy Conimis

50131

*sion, now the Energy Researeh and

Fnewetak peo-.

will:
from radiation-in. .

Development - Administration
(SRDA), affirm they can do the job,

events'of recent years have institled |

& osense of caution in the people of
coluk. .

yeurs afe, e Uniled States
undertook o similod cleanup at Hiki
siatoll and allewcd some residents
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to r(»(mn. A shibpending . suit was

fled 1675 with the. U.S. District
Court in Hawnii¢laiming that
coradivjopicnl serubbing of Bikint was
incomplete. EXDA monitoring of
some 160, Bikini .peodle who moved
back ta theiv atot in 1970 has reveals
ed an uplave cf vadionuclides
spontancously emitted, radiant ener:
ay in residents that is decmed
higher than uceeplable,

“Some of them are caling unap-,

the
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th a2 high cesium up- -
THDA physicist Noguer

cek on Eaewetak

i, a radachive

out prod-

souel of nuctear cxplosions, bears o
chemicnl res aneeto phosphorus
ang i foundd chivle plarts, The
B by feroany given amount of
st o decay by sueshall, known

s haltiide,
Sl will be
neat fow week
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U.S. decontamination progranm. A
little-putiicized study by the Brook-
haven National Laboralory reporied
in 1974 that growth relardation and
thyroid tumors. have devejoped in
same Rongelap residents.

They received skin irradi Jllon in
the “‘thousands of rads’ from the
downwind fallout. ol Operation
Rravo, the U.S. hydrogen bomh

ﬂgweif

explosion at Bikini of uIa'ch 1, 1‘J51,
the study said.. : . -
At the-time of the (fallout) acci-

- dent it was-not considered likely that

the-thyroid had received o <\J{|cxcnl
dose cf -
abnormalities.” In rctro>pet( lh\s
proved to-be quite wrong, since thy-

roid injury-and its sequelae have:
" been the-most serious late resull of -

the fallout exposure of the Marshal-
Jese people,'-said the report.
Of 68 persons.irradiated on Ron-

galep. 29 developed thyroid abnor- :

malities by 1874 and 24 underwenl
surgery: for the removal of tissue.

LA

'h\nr‘me tz oresulloin .

sidered rnr‘cor\hmma(ed al presant,
all ¢f them in the south. Erewelak
islard, anchoriny the southern quad-
rant of the vast {ringing ¢ ccx and
Medren ista vo dots noenthward,
were once by
many as 10,000 scientists and sup-
porl personnvl lived while exploding
nuelear devices at "‘e atoll's ro—lh-
ern section.

In the 18305, Enewetak
came active 25 the receivin:
missites launched from V
orce Base in Californ
cones ware aimed at the lazoon and
recovered irom h> dcglh; el 10 to
200 fe=t. ! .

TYOOP) of "'-: 51[‘1 ‘*c'wy ot ﬂbﬂ

eny pid
}hr acks in waan §lJllL‘d wr:vvm"

. last week to clean up from the nrorih-

ern area an estimated 125000 cubic

.yards of noncontaminated debris,

Cancer was found in three of the 24 -

patienls,
The -20-year Brookhaven review,
carried out for the Atomic Energ
Commission;-said: *'Regarding can-
cer of the thyroid, on the basis of
Marshall:Islands statistics. about
0.033 cases would be expected in the
Rongelap -group over the 20-vear
period, \vherea< lhrce cases occur:
rcd
The }o’l ar 153 peo'\h: of Ulirik
atol! were farther downwind and re-
ceived perhaps a 10th as many rads,
which are a unit of absorbed dosage.
Of that atell, the study said: "Ia the

Utirik population about 0.08 cases ..

would be expected and one occur
red; in view-of the low dose of radia-
ticn it is unh‘\elj that lbn case i3
radiation induced.”

1t now develops, howcvzr. that
more than one malignancy have
occurred among the Ulirik peopte:
An ERDA health team has docu-
mented three confirmed cases of
thyroid cancer. with still another
unconfirmed. The Uliric prople re-
portedly have lost confidence in the
ERDA health visits, w)\\ch arc paid

[our times a year. . .

The incidence of 1hyro:d cancer an

* Utiric may lead to a rc«x\m-mmnn

of prcvinus y assumed “safle’ Icvels
of tonizing radiation.

Dr. Knud D. Knudsen, an HRDA
physician stationed on Kwajalein
atoll, left by boat last week to con-
duet the quuTierly raams of TIAATA

and Rongelap but will not “wisit Utir- -

ic, according to Theodore Murawski,
anather ETDA. hrxl()\ n!hc‘ﬂ on
nwnja]cxn. KR

UWe're trying-tdigel-another
pnysucnn out here to visit Utiric.
e said. " Dr. Xnudsen is not gning to
Litiric on this trip in part becouse
the people there don't want him. ™"

Tt is againsi this background that
ERDA and the Defense Nuclear Ag-
ency are vexninning their three-year
cleanup of Enewetak with §20 mil-
hon appropriated by Congress.

Visitors to the atoll arrive at
Enewetak island, the largest of some
60 islands. that encircle the placid
walers of a lagoon 17 miles across
and 23 miltes Jong in a northerly
southerly axis. The name “Enewe-
ok is. preferred by the islanders
over "EniwetoX,” the more common
usafe in past news stories.

Although a pinprick on the map,
the atoll hecemes a world of its own
a5 che searches the horizon,
see only a few of the scores of islets,

In a corrugaled tin building, the
humidity held in check by trade
winds and one strugsting air condi-
ttoner, Army Col, Edgar Mixan Jed a
brieling on the plan to return
Enewetak to the peoole who, cord-
T o i degends, were here
from the bepinning. '

Twelve islands of the atoll are con-

7,309 cubic yards of radioactive
material and another 79,680 cubic

“yards ol soil contaminataed with plu-
. lonjur

For the next six months “hey \\'xll
be rennvating facilities on Evewelak
and building a mini-cily on Lojwa,
one of the few islands in the north

_»const(‘.ur’-\l safe. A thousand troops

and dacontamination scientists will
e sanilizing the aloll when the
operation reaches its peak by, the
end of the year. - .
When throuzn, they will dismantle
most of the structures, then turn
over to the Dprnmwl of Interior
an additional $12 million job of
creating an augricultural base and
living facilities in a land-u olan

worked out in agrecment with the.

Enewstak peaple.

CNEXT: The EnvwelaX propie return’

home.
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