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15 June 1960

MEMORANDUM FOR CHAIRMAN McCONE

THROUGH THE GENERAL MANAGER

SUBJECT: PUBLIC RELEASE O8f THE TRANSFER OF ENIWEFOK TO THE DOD
oT

1. Attached is a copy of a memo from Mr. Ghlke to you on this
subject. The primary ergument appears to center sround the worhing
of the last paragraph of the release which, as developed by a working
group of the OCB on Friday, reads as follews:

"The Proving Ground, which has beem on standby during most of
FY 1960 will (‘may’ or ‘could’ suggested by BoD) be avail-

 

  

  

able, {f needed, for any AEC activities." c

2. I waderstand that, in the working group, the AKC representa--
tive argued for the word “will” because you bad written the word in RaANs
om the draft of the release you teok te the GCS meeting. [5.8

Son
3. X recommend you agree to the wording as quoted just belov. SEBSS

I have checked this out with Murray Snyder's office and know the DoD >2 =
will agree with this. Sa 7 i}a

“Eatwetok Froving Ground end its fectiietes will become part grey
of the Pacific Missile Renge on July 1, 1960. The Proving Fos XQ
Ground ea that date will be transferred from the Atomic Energy = = *
Comiseion to the Department of Defense. one

bs <
“Miseile trecking facilities im the ares will greatly tucrease =
the Rsage's ability to evaluate missile Mights made fron ©
launching sites on the West Coast of the United States.

- “The Proving Ground, which has been om standby during most of [rooney |
a FY 1960, could be evailable for any AEC ectivities {f£ needed. =DertRe
no ‘CARDED /
La 4. It is true chet what we are talking about here is « press INDEXED J

release end act an official agreement. Mowever, certain indivi
in the DoD fear AEC insistence on the word “will” signifies thet  
will insist on the right of returm to ERG mo wetter the dislocation to
Dob.
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Chairman McCone -2i- June 15, 1960

5. TI have no doubt thet, if we have « real needto 0 back, ve
cam certainly meke an egreement te so do. it is te cur grest advantage
to heve the DoD take over the Proving Ground. It will free us of the
costs ve are paying there. [t will provide for a beneficial use of
the area. It may also lead to a betterlong-term upkeep. 1 believe
we should contiague to hold to the position cutlined in your letter to
Mr. Gates of 3 June of which the attached is a copy (Tab 8). I believe
the wording on the release which { heve proposed in paragrah 3 reflects
this. recommend agein, therefore, your appreval of it.

\\e
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‘. Alfred D. Starbird
‘y Brigadier General, USA
. Director of Military Application
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