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MEMORAMDUM FOR CHAIRMAN McCOME

THROUGH THE GENEKRAL MARAGER

SUBJECT: PUBLIC RELEASE O THE TRAMSFER OF KMIWETOK TO THE DOD
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1. Attached is a copy of & mamo from Mr. Chlks to you on this
subject. The primary argument appears to camter arcund the worling

of the last paragraph of the relesse which, as developed by a vorking
group of the OCB on Friday, reads as follews:

"The Proving Ground, wvhich has besm en standdy during most of

FY 1960 will ('msy' or fcould’ suggested by DoD) be avail-
able, {f needed, for any ARC activities.“
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2. I understand that, in the working group, the AKC representa-
tive argued for the word “will™ becasuse you had writtem the word in

on the draft of the relesse you teok te the 6C3 mesting.
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3. X recommend you agres to the wordiag ss quoted just delowv.

1 have checked this out with Murrsy Smyder’s effice and know the DoD
will agres with this.
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*"Eniwetok Proving Croumd and its factlities will become part
of the Pacific Kissile Range om July 1, 1968. The Proving
Groumd on that date will be tramsferved fram the Atomic Energy
Commission to ths Department of Defemss.

"Missile tracking facilities ia th anl will grestly fucrease
the Rsage's ability to svaluats m.m made from
launching sites on the West Cout the Paited States.
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o FY 1960, could be svailadle for amy AEC sctivities Lf needad. - e
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o 4. It is true that what we are talking about here is & press | INDEXXD |
release and mot am official agresment. INowsver, sartaia isdivi FILED
in the DoD fear ARC insistemce en the word "“will® signifies that Y -2%
will insist om the right of returm to KIG mno mstter the dislocatiom to
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Chairman McCons e 2. June 15, 1960

3. I have no doubt that, if we have a real meed to go back, we
can certainly msks an sgreenent te so do. It s
to have the DoD take over the Proving Groumd. It will free us of the
costs we are paying there. It will prowide for a cial use of
the arsa. It mey also lead to a betteriong-term wpheep. I believe
ve should contimus to hold to the positiom eutlimed im your letter to
Mr. Gates of 3 June of vhich the attached {s & copy (Tab B). I balieve
the wording on the release vhich I hsve proposed im peragrah 3 reflects
this. I reconmend again, therefore, your appreval of it.

X
W
A Alfred D. Starbird
Y Irigadier Genaral, USA
W Pirector of Military Application
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