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FROM : Rodney Southwick, Acting Chief
Public Information Service l /l‘

SUBJECT: A.P. STCRY ON MARSEALLESE NATIVES

SYMBOL: ISP:RIS

The attached material has been submitted by the Associated Press for
AEC review prior to publication. The stories were written by Bill
Waugh, AP's Honolulu correspondent, after visits to Xwajalein and
Majuro and discussions with Trust Territory officials, natives of
Rongelap and Utirik, General Clarkson, and members of medical units
at Kwalalein.

Request you telephone your comments by close of business today, if
possible so we may get the material cleared through the General
Manager's office and returned to Associated Press.

Attachment:

4 articles by Bill Waugh CONFIRMED TO BE UNCLASSIFIED

TY: DOL-DPC
«  AUTHOR! s

- - BY m
Addressees: 284 /% “/‘Py

Dr. J. C. Bugher, Dir., Div. of Biology and Medicine
Brig. Gen. K. E. Fields, Dir., Div., of Military Application
John Hall, Chief, Office of Special Projects (3 copies)
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Kuajalein May 28 (AF), Shrewd Marshall Island leaders believe their
protest to the United Hations against American hydrogen bomb experiements
put a whip in their hand and they don't intend to lay it down. Their people-
are scared. The natives of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls were endangered by
the March 1 hydrogen bamb blast and many wre injured. Batives of Bikini
and Bniwetok were uprooted from their home Atolls in 1946~-47 and have little
hopes of regaining them, I talked to the Marshallese who drafted the protest
which went direct te the United Nations. They recognize that it might give
Russia soms political ammunition in the June session of the United Nations,
that it might lnrt close American friends in the Trust Territery, Civil
Administration of the Island chain, They say they will not budge from their
stand as stated in their petition. Overtures already have been made through
High Commissioner Frank Midkiff to the Marshallese. In a quick trip here
last week MIdKIff suggested that they send ward to United Nations delegate
Henry Cabot Lodge Junior that “we are sure everything is being done that is
necessary for our welfare," |

®Fluent, English speaking Dwight Heine, Superintendent of Mershall Island
intermediary schools and leader of the petition, told me: ‘!'some people think
we are naive children ef the tropics. We are not as naive as they think. We
will send Ambassador Lodge a reply., It will be polite but we will not send

anything like bas been suggested to us.' There is no doubt —— among Marshallese

or Americans on the scens — that the United States Government has gone allout
to help the 82 natives from Rongelap and the 154 fram Utirik, They have had
the finest medical cares They have been adequately fed and sheltered. They
have been compensated for lost fmrp Copra crops. Utiriks 154 inhsbitants left
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today for their home Atoll, They teck with them from Ewajalein 100 tons
of bounty, Rongelap people will not be able to return to their homes fer
a year, Nearly every one in this village suffered injury from the fallout
from the Hydrogen bomb cloud., Almost all have recovered. They will be
removed in early June to Bjit in the Majure Atoll,

Bjit is a 14 acre lush Island,- On it the ARC is building a complete
village. The United States will provide for them throughout their stay there.

But John Anjun, 30 year old Megistrate and leader of Rongelap, said in an
interview: '

. 'Wbeople don't feel good about not going home. We fear we may have fate
of Bikini.* |

The Bildnians, Heine said, "were given a raw deal.®

A lagoon people, the 200 Bikinians were bounced from island to island
until finally put on isolated Kili~=an island which many months of the year
is inaccessible because of heaxy surf.

Heine and several Americans in the trust territory said the Bikinians
are not happy as they feel liks they have been put in jail,

The petition was signed by the Holdover Committee of the lMarsball Island
Congress. The 11 man committee 1s empowered teo act far the Congress in between
sessions, It is made up of 6 from the Assembly a.nd '5 from the House of Irouj
(Lords). |

Heine, Member aand spokesman for the Cemmittee, steadfastly deaies that any

American knew er took part in drafting the petition to the United Nations.
He said: "We spent a mmmgk month werking on it. We purpesely did not let

more
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Mister Neas (Acting District Administrator Maymard Neas) or others (in the
Trust Territery) know about it. We were afraid they would get in trouble.®
The petition was finished and ready for mailing April 20 but Heine said
he waited untll April 22, the day mm a plane was due, to drop it in the
mailbax, He said he planned te register it bui arrived at the Post Office
too late.
Postmistress Irene Records did not recall ths leiter but sald she
remembered that Heine had been in and lnquired about registering a letter.
Heine sald he also sent a copy of the petition with a letter to the
“editor of the Washington Post.® The letter said in part: "You may be
interested to know that yours is the enly publicationl to which we are sendiﬁg
such & copy. We have chosen you simply because we understand your paper to
be a fair and reliable one of national standing.®
There was 1 other Marshallese petition leave the Island. Ii was
circulated by school children and sent to Midkiff. The language was much
milder than the one sent to the United dations. 8tudents and all Marshallese
and American teschers signed it.
The latter part of March a doctor arrived at Majuro and told Neas they
} would have to get about 100 blood samples from Marshallese to use as a yargd-
| stick in treatment of the injured natives. o
Neas said the official had no intemtion of giving the natives an
/ / explanation. Be protested to the official. | | o
The medical group arrived April 5, met with the natives ‘o zive them an

explanation NEAS requested and the next day the semples were obtained.
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Three days before the medical group arrived, Neas 8 weekly staff meeting
with department heads and Wese leaders. The question arose about sending
a petition to the high commissioner signed by both Trust Territory employees and
Marshallese,

Neas said he thought this was improper, but told the Americans if they wanted
they should write individual letters to Midkiff. He continued:

"I, for one, &id. I wrote to the high commissicner and noted the feeling of
the pecple (about the H-bomb). For instance 1 Marshallese said at the meéting'
'What are you Americsns trying to do. Open up the gates of Hell!. I could tell
that there was resentment and fear.”

Heine was on a Trust Territory ship &t Kwajalein the day of the hydrogen
explosion., He said: _

"de saw the flash first. It shook the ship. Water around the ship seemed
to shake. There were several explosions that went wham wham,"

The seme day the ship pulled out and arrived the next day at Uterik.

"We were met by many canoces," Heine sdded. "The first question they asked
was 'Is there war on.!

"The people said they saw something like flsmes or shooting stars but too low
to be shooting stars. They said children cried and hid in the brush.”

Hein said that on the way back to Majuro he began working on the idea of a
protest. He did not learn until his arrival at Majuro that the 2 atolls had been
contaminated.b

Heine and other members of the Holdover Cammittee began work immediately.

On April 5 Neas met with the Marshallese to discuss a copra tax. After he had
left, Heine said, he told the Marshallese to remain and they finalized plans for

the petition.
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"We are a small people -~ only 11,000 of ul;“ he sttd, “and the only way to
get people to pey attention is when we call loud."”

‘We felt the American people were bound to hear about it (the petition). We
have faith they (Americans) will do samething about 1t." : .

‘Last year the United States sent 2 Marshallese to the United Natioms.

This year, Heine said, the Btate Department said there were no funds for such a
trip.

He commented:

"It is our desire to have a representative there. It would be advantageous
to the United States especially if Russia accuses Ameriea of using our people like
guinea pigs for experiments. Who could say it isn't so. After ell we are an ally

_and not an enemy. But apparently they think these naive people might cause
embarragsment."

Last year Mrs. Dorothy Kabuas, a queen in the Majuro Atoll, and her son,

Amata Kabua, went to the United Rations. The son presently is attending Mauns Ioa
College on Maui Territory Hawaii.

Mrs. Kabua was present with Heine during the ineerview. Others were Atlasn
Anien, speaker of the Assembly, and Kabua Kabua, president of the House of Irouj
(Lords).

The Marshallese are practical people. They recognize that the nuclear tests
might have to contimue. If this is the case, sald Heine, “"our petition cutlines

satisfactory alternatives.,”
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Majuro, Marshall Islands, May 29 (AP) - Two Marshallese schocl
teachers were the chief drafters of a petition to the UN complaining
The pair, Dwight

m-"

about hydrogen bamb experiments in their homeland.
Heine and Atlan Anien, emphaticaelly deny any American lmowingly assisted

"Some did help but they did not know it," Heine said in en inter-

them.
"We asked meny questions of Americans. We asked who one would

view,
write to and how it would be addressed but we did not tell them what we
We also read UN pamphlets and saw how petitions appear-

Heine said two Americans saw an early draft

were going to do.
He said one, Keith Smith,

ing in then were worded."
of the petition but it carried no heading.
American manager for Marshallese Trading Company, said "Who wrote it?

"It taxed me and Atlan to write it,™" Heine
We would meet with

a;,
@:4
Fo It is besutifully written."” _
"We worked every day for nearly a month.
Then we would meke a rough

continued.
So I loocked through

other larshallese end put down their ideas.
"I thought we had too many dangers in it.
I also found word circumvent as

q

-
the dictionary and decided on lethal

a substitute for prevent." Heine, whose grandfather was Germen, is bizger

He is 35 years old, has dark skin and bushy heir,

then most Marshallese.
He is superintendent of the Marshall Island schools.
He is the

Heine probably is one of the best educated Marshallese.
Heine started school in 1928

spokesman between the people and Americens.
In 1936 he went to & mission

at the Protestant Jesult Mission School.
When the Americans moved into the Marshalls during

junior high at Kusaie.

World War II he worked for the U.S. Navy as a guide and interpreter.
Between 1948 and 1950 he attended the University of Hawaii in Honolulu.
Last year he travelled for 3 months in New Zealand, Samoa and Fiji on a

i He told this

Beine has a sense of humor end timing.
juro and spoke to the people.

UNESCO fellowship.
A

story of an American Congressman who visited
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He related: "I was interpreting. The Congressman threw his erms out and
seid we are a Christian people. You are a Christian people. We want to
save the world from Communism. We do not want you people to sli» behixsd
1

the Iron Curtain.” Wren I said Iron Curtain the “arshallese looked at

eaclh and whispersd Irom Curtain. et is that I was really stuck for
2xplaining 1%, The word Communism means nothing to the péople. I -ow
use the word Russie for Comrunism. "For instance during yourSalth .Act
trizlz I'd say Ruessla explain that these -eople were tryins tc steel

fmerican a2nd zive thea to Russia.”

rom
Present with Heilne and Anien were Kabtuexabua, district judzs ani
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{ the Fcuse of Iroud, and Dorn Erkabua, Quesn o2 the Iz juro iz

and weaper of the House of Irocuj. They z=ve the lirression tiast theys rave

as concernied over the loss of lznd as they were about the hydreozen osic,
Toroth, Iabua, 3%5-rear-old mothar of % sons, 1s & daushier-in-law o7 2 1a7%
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ne said that the Rikini peopls hadl laver
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worth, Jorothy Katue fezlizd 1a larsiclliese. Zeine tried to zive o lltzoo
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Lesnon :ives many, wmany years life."” Doroihy Izbua weat to tle U.Xl. last

year. She is a short stocly woman, wears ilasses and at the time I Wag

telxinz to her was wearing a light priat dress. Asxed cf her +rip to

Zew York she sail she went 40 a 3-D movie. "It was a picture of e boat.

It leookazd 1ike it was coming out on us. It Bounced up aud Jdown 590 much I
% zeusick enc nad to ledve," she related and t

Zeline, wicse parents and grancpareats were
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Ttoomerang and hurt the trust territory people. "There wes a reason we

e 1 -

aid not have imericans in on the petition. They are very nice. We ¢id not

want them to zet in trouble,” he explained. ITater Feine came 4o xme and 3aile

"We want ir. (Maynard) Neas (icting District Administrator) to be Distri:

(9]

Administrator. If in any way our petition implies lack of confidence In
hinm or the Trust Territory Government say that it is not not so." IZeize
s2id thet "Zvervone (Americens in the lfarshalls) sympathize with us. They
felt a responsibility for wkat happened.” That is the concensus of what I
found in talking to the Americans on the island. Neas, in commenting on
the accident, said: "I believe officials of the nuclear tests should Leve
ziven adequate and timely information to the natives so they could zrotect
themselves. To my rmowledze this was not done.”

2ob L. Omis, misslonary for the imerican 3oard of Commissioncrs

ey

of Foreim Mssion, Soston, is orn Majuro translating the Bible for the

t

deeply religious Marshallese. He made this comment orn the vetition: "I

- -

think I approve it. Dwizht (Heine) is smart. It wes a sensible way o
henéle it zs it did not involve (U.S.) Goverament teople. It will help

the peorle liere zet national consciouszness.” Doctor Duniam Xirkham of
Avocaz, Jew York, a former Army doctor and now the Trust Territory doctor
for the Marshall Islsnds, said of the incident: "It's tough on these
peocle. They seem a little distrustiul of our promises. They are thinxking
of 2ikini." Another Trust Territory official who asked that his nawe not
ve used said "They're taking a damn &im view of being yenked from on=

island to another.” There seemed to be some concern amons the America:n

[}

(Y]
b

that tlhey too had teen kent in the dark about the explosions. One wonman ¢

thet neerl; every iLmericen received inquiries esbout their welfare after
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announcement of the explosion. She said her son wrote:

out

there?

I don't want radio active parents.”
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Kwnjalein Miy 30 (AP). The United States pulled all stops in giving -
aid to 236 Marshallese sprinkled by radicactive ash from the March 1 hydrogen
test.

For nearly 10 days I have had a free hand at Kwajalein and Majuro in
talking t0 injured Marshallese, their leaders, military men and Joint 'faak
Force Seven personn®l which ran the hydrogen tests this year.

There has been no pressure ar coercion en myself or the pecple I

interviewed. All spoke frankly. Iicame away with this opinions

The AEC, the Joint Task Force, the Trust Territory and the Kwajalein

Naval Air Station under command ef Rear Admiral R, S, Clarke did a magnificent

Job in meeting this unferseen near tragedy,

The question arises why wasn't this possibility forseen. Actually
it was, and was quickly detected. Two things comtributed to the incident.
Pirst, As AEG Chairman Lewis L. Strauss amounced the "detonstion wes larger
than expected." It spread over a much wider area as result, Even this

i § would have caused no trouble but a sudden unforeseen shift in high altitude
‘ winds c_arried it over three inhabited it islands,
Since the March 1 detonation, the AEC has announced two edditional
tests. The AEC and Department of Defense announced on Mey 13 that the 1954
tests wers concluded.
(more)
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(2 subsequent shots in the test swrdiss no significant fullout on inhabdted
srens oomurrad, The March 1 fallout nscesmitated the evasuation of eighty-twn
Rangelap nstives, wbo had the most sericus Homs, 154 from Utirik and 28 Ul.S.
perscungl fHron Rongerik,. Thare were 2o desthes and nons of the pecple will
dis Sren the wxperiencs, s afficer told mee Clarimon got his first tip that
sasthing had gons ey fron wsathesmsn cn the night of Maroh 1. The next dny
planes landed at Aongelsp and Thirik and salentists deqgided that matives and
xdlitary parsonnal shaidd be ewmousted immedistaly, High speed dostrqyer went
into action and evacuated all the pecple. The evacmtion was oxgpleted in two
days and the affected pecpls Were en Dajalsin receiving medical assistance.

Top Javal Yedical Resesrch Institute Medicel Tesss wvere flown to RJmjalain
from Dethesds, Marylond, They @rived here &roh 8 The modioal unit roticred
to e N from Bajalein early in My vhan 1t becaxms evident that all exposed
matives and S5 parsomnel would recover wdthout ssrious consoquencos, The
‘naricans vare tranafwrred to Tripler Amy Sogdtal in Honolulu and ainoo they
lave beon: retioned to the U.S. to duty with their parent crganimtion,

The declaien o allow the Jtirik pecpls to retizm to their island lmwdistely
aﬂth-n-dwﬂnilmhﬁxh'thwm:wnmm
mads in April. A mavey perty visited the tw itolls, It omsisted o
reprosentatives from Joint Task Moros Sevens Commnder in Chief, Mciffo blaot;
Hh Costsgionar, Trust Teritey of Jacific Ixlmxis; the itaxic Sharpy Coccdasior
Sogoer Cartractors (Talmes & arver) and the natiwe Magldtmtes of ‘ongolop and

(cawe) Wm

.
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Tilrilte us Jidryk pecple will be furnished adequate wmter snd food
aygplies lyy the U, 3, I tho next year the Rongelap poopls will live on Zj4it
in tho Mjzo Atoll. Thay will lssve fur tholr aew hooes the f4rst week in
dume

The AZC Contructars bave camtructed an entirely new villags of 27 building
Thare 1421 bo 16 hooes with an oversll messwemnt of 16 &y 32 There will
be a lass Iall, Cook Jhigak, Domtheuss, School and Mapensery, forr latrines
and B0 dath hounes ad & 10,000 gallon water stomge system. Thames e
Ruisan, ASC resident Englncer and Nrecoal Represetative of Clarkscn, visitod
Ljit with 1. Ba modd the rmtives wAll bs permdtted to divide the home an th
woo Mt atarialy and tools for setting W rocss will bo left far this work,

The igelsp natives will be retined to thalr hones a8 Bocn as posaible
and thay W1l be Sxnished, oo n “te cxoe of the Dbirdl racdwic, wter and
Socd supplien. Aperioare in the wes Jalt a prvonsd vespoasdbdlily S tho
natives traught to Majalein, Thoy chouersd them with iudiaoSe (5Ge Jarie,
ife of the oxxemxding afficer, =ellled wives & aval parsorsal in a clothing
drive fur the native woran and lldrn. Ackelly o 4 statisa lics Dajaletn
a0 ane hes maplua clothes, brt !fz. Gl und the otuc Xves patoced awe
than ‘encugh for the Merohallooe. B9 @0 asind them 40 &0 ite THo nved was
thare and they tankled the jube A2 the axtives I lavo talied io lswve bedn
apintic that thelr oottt lan bosn the boste 7oy all sy sy bas been
sutficient medion) cere, housing, elothing and Zoode The [arslaliecs medical
alde oo Rengalap volutesred this Auring an intervieve I wnt to thani the
Joarioan peoplo for the ouick nedtoal axs.
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Thay ild mtive donces, Gsng *iArty their rmtive songs and ahowared 'To.
Clariz With 2otive jexlr. “ o

Wuauax&mwawmmhmwmmwjﬁﬂ
affarad 2rge T Wolimd to mer o ed bemn uped tut thers were o vialhls
SAUTTe L U0 aly oo ax tbo gtill hed an opan waxnd on the baok sido of
his =4 h% eure 1o 0l enseg s pecple lost thelr bedr At 4is now growding
sxpiz o Joonla Soam Tilxik, wben 4t wns deterwined thers were oo serious
{afarion asng an, Kro roved t%o Tonoe, & eomll Niland oxxwoted with
Gipjalsln Yy a roaf, I % wtohed thom prepare 40 lsave for thedr homo. Tixxy
hal bean 24ving In a tent city. They vere taking 4t beck with them on the 3% ILT
57e

The retivos cxd tholr pereceml helongings were trought to the LT &y
onding ol /8 they ware wnlking to It fron the mallor mx ouly, o
salty bostmwwdn trte berieds "A1l yight, lat's get some aabidos v U o
2ai) thene ol falln,” Tho mallars merasd oote the &allar vessol wx Jdterally
currisd abord aaw of the aged, Mehler ostives, AbouN alroed wad Jssrly
10 tong & xoge far the Mirdk natives to take hous.

Ty mtlves A sseipoed living qumrters fn one portion of tie Ziipe

Trewlling with them wvers Jeck Tobin, Meminiless spesicdng satizopalogist
S o Truet Taritaryt Dre S L Nam Messbert, statf antixopologist who
io en Soowe Sron thn Tivernity of Aewnil) and Mwrien Hlds, Mstrict .&drdsttwl
Serreseative Lo tho Trust Torritory o Zheye.
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le sl TUGETG ve LOULLy dPey Wl & U0 T Lud wmamd Do
25 O Sl o o Jeal Ua dallves doing beds Wllldde Bma w does
Ay’ vly choard aldpe i wativecy 58 dale, uld wio W D s kel
e weadd 0 widiiden W Wt Us G Wo ded tevo satiemct S s o2
Wo tain Ltern in s hrdallcee disle
Wlomilag e UL e of oarge W galog to raXxal & jzoblame The
Dk lagecs Mo atuiand wita ogwl laxadny cocdac it unsila Seroa ahdn st
W 0 QD idse AAETe veABA: e ALY aCMLiVC EIilu, beld Wo cerie
Wil 5o londeal I Aeindd aeld Gl W WUan o a sl mils i Yo el
“dvan tiuwa, :‘am&Lvehnmv;zm o @a't ot s beats any
closer than Mok 5 nads of to boache o W1l Guve 0 uto ok xx! ekds
Juders the mntlwad w1 U0 ae adhias Mo abdp wil cant u o tomn o7 ndlors
aghuens o =ip s 3t W auwloe
Wlon Do maiimg podal il Yhey dalt wnilad deopy plin, f ddcitim. Thust
Soreilesy wad alliiow soopla 0 we wWelied tho Lalndd oslics sy kst the dogs
oy goo dnt showidon xubahly hos omgad 4 W sawWoon 00 angry
o5 and plgse A1l vl Do Gaoitayad a8 6 saloly srecuutline
The livestook later wiil be ruplaced 37 2ha ATC. |
W0 1t retkat 1o 2escela e T Wil o Y Toopelay o Tae 1t wll
lat 13 mtives 0 ashao o recover sem perscnal aoperty, Tie LT also will
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plck up %W schoonms bolongine to the Roneslap peonls axd tran=pa. “han to
it | '

After talking %o thn Jkrghallsos I foel 4wt thay oo 2wt oo conpevmed WAL
the axplocics of thyy are that the tests xingdt me oo 2w 40 lcca onlr
hone Jnsoanse. The fate of the Blcniang, evistad n 190 and v laciated
K11, stands 14k o Fo0t over theas pecple.

Ml a soltica 40 thalr 1ot end wat dlaseredon hao rlaon boro aonfoust Un
tosta Wil Usrpears. The ltrghalloos llle mrricessm, Lolisvo .
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