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Office Memorandun ONITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Those Listed Below DATE: June 1, 1954

FROM : Rodney Southwick, Acting Chief

Public Information Service J

SUBJECT: A.P. STORY ON MARSBALLESE NATIVES

SYMBOL: ISP:RIS

The attached material has been submitted by the Associated Press for
AEC review prior to publication. The stories were written by Bill
Waugh, AP's Honolulu correspondent, after visits to Kwajalein and
Majuro and discussions with Trust Territory officials, natives of
Rongelap and Utirik, General Clarkson, and members of medical units
at Kwajalein.

Request you telephone your comments by close of business today, if
possible so we may get the material cleared through the General

Manager's office and returned to Associated Press.

Attachment:

4 articles by Bill Waugh CONFIRMED TO BE UNCLASSIFIED
TY: DOE-DPC« AUTHOR! are

: - BY SULLIV,

Addressees: C33 14, 20/t¥

Dr. J. C. Bugher, Dir., Div. of Biology and Medicine
Brig. Gen. K, BE. Fields, Dir., Div. of Military Application
John Hall, Chief, Office of Special Projects (3 copies)
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Kyajalein May 28 (AP), Shrewd Marshall Island leaders believe their

protest to the United Nations against American hydrogen bomb experiements

put a whip in their hand and they don't intend to lay it dow. Their people:

are scared. The natives of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls were endangered by

the March 1 hydrogen bomb blast and many were injured, Hatives of Bikini

and Eniwetok ware uprooted from their home Atolls in 1946-47 and have little

hopes of regaining them, I talked to the Marshallese who drafted the protest

which went direct te the United Nations. Thay recognize that it might give

Russia some political ammunition in the June session of the United Nations,

that it might burt close American friends in the Trust Territory, Civil

Administration of the Island chain. They say they will not budge from their

stand as stated in their petition. Overtures already have been made through

High Commissioner Frank Midkiff to the Marshallese. In a quick trip here

last week Midkiff suggested that they send word to United Nations delegate

Henry Cabot Lodge Junior that “we are sure everything is being done that is

necessary for our welfare."

"Fluent, English speaking Dwight Heine, Superintendent of Marshall Island

intermediary schools and leader of the petition, told me: ‘some people think

we are naive children of the tropics. We are not as naive as they think. We

will send Ambassador Lodge a reply. It will be polite but we will not send

anything like has been suggested te us.' There is no doubt -— among Marshallese

or Americans on the scenes —— that the United States Government has gone allout

to help the 82 natives from Rongelap and the 154 from Utirik, They have had

the finest medical care. They have been adequately fed and sheltered. They

have been compensated for lost fmep Copra crops. Utiriks 154 inhabitants left
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today for their home Atoll. They teck with them from Kwajalein 100 tons

of bounty. Rongelap people will not be able to return to their homes for

a year. Nearly every one in this village suffered injury from the fallout

from the Hydrogen bomb cloud. Almost all have recovered, They will be

removed in early June to Bjit in the Majure Atoll.

Bjit is a 14 acre lush Island, Qn it the ARC is building a complete

village. The United States will provide for them throughout their stay there.

But John Anjun, 30 year old Magistrate and leader of Rongelap, said in an

interview:

. 'Nypeople don't feel good about not going home, We fear we may have fate

of Bicini." |

The Bikinians, Heine said, "were given a raw deal.®

A lagoon people, the 200 Bikinians were bounced from island to island

until finally put on isolated Kili-wan island which many months of the year

is inaccessible because of heaxy surf.

Heine and several Americans in the trust territory said the Biiinians

are not happy as they feel like they have been put in jail.

The petition was signed by the Heldover Committee of the Marshall Island

Concress. The 11 man committee is empowered to act far the Congress in between

sessions. It is made up of 6 from the Assembly and 5 from the House of Irouj

(Lords). |

Heine, Member and spokesman for the Cenmittee, steadfastly denies that any

American knew er took part in drafting the petition to the United Nations.
He said: "We spent a mumgk month working on it. We purposely did not let

more
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Mister Neas (Acting District Administrator Maynard Neas) or others (in the

Trust Territory) know about it. We were afraid they would get in trouble."

The petition was finished and ready for mailing April 20 but Heine said

he waited until April 22, the day mm a plane was due, to drop it in the

mailbox. He said he planned te register it but arrived at the Post Office

too late.

Postmistress Irene Records did not recall the letter but said she

remembered that Heine had been in and inquired about registering a letter.

Heine said he also sent a copy of the petition with a letterto the

editor of the Washington Post." The letter said in part: "You may be

interested to lmow that yours is the only publication to which we are sending

such a copy. We have chosen you simply because we understand your paper to

be a fair and reliable one of national standing.*®

There was 1 other Marshallese petition leave the Island. Ii was

circulated by school children and sent to Midkiff. The language was mich

milder than the one sent to the United Nations. Students and all Marshallese

and American teachers signed it.

The latter part of March a doctor arrived at Majuro and told Neas they

would have to get about 100 blood samples from Marshallese to use as a yard-

stick in treatment of the injured natives. \

eas said the official had no intention of giving the natives an

explanation. He protested te the official. | | vv

The medical group arrived April 5, met with the natives to zive them an

explanation NEAS requested and the next day the samples were obtained.
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   Three days before the medical group arrived, Neas a weekly staff meeting

with department heads and Marshallese leaders. The question arose about sending

@ petition to the high commissioner signed by both Trust Territory employees and

Marshallese.

Neas said he thought this was improper, but told the Americans if they wanted

they should write individual letters to Midkiff. He continued:

"I, for one, did. I wrote to the high commissioner and noted the feeling of

the people (about the H-bomb). For instance 1 Marshallese seid at the meeting

What are you Americans trying to do. Open up the gates of Hell'. I could tell

that there was resentment and fear.”

Heine was on a Trust Territory ship at Kwajalein the day of the hydrogen

explosion. He said:

"We saw theflash first. It shook the ship. Water around the ship seemed

to shake. There were several explosions that went wham wham."

fhe same day the ship pulled out and arrived the next day at Uterik.

"We were met by many canoes," Heine added. "The first question they asked

was 'Is there war on.!'

"The people said they saw something like flames or shooting stars but too low

to be shooting stars. They said children cried and hid in the brush.”

Hein said that on the way back to Majuro he began working on the idea of a

protest. He did not learn until his arrival at Majuro that the 2 atolls had been

contaminated.

Heine and other members of the Holdover Committee began work inmediately.

On April 5 Neas met with the Marshallese to discuss a copra tax. After he had

left, Heine said, he told the Marshallese to remain and they finalized plans for

the petition.
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"We are a small people -- only 11,000 of us," he satd. “and the only way to

get people to pay attention is when we call loud.”

"We felt the American people were bound to hear about it (the petition). We

bave faith they (Americans) will do something about it." *

‘Last year the United States sent 2 Marshallese to the United Nations.

This year, Heine said, the State Department said there were no funds for such a

trip.

He commented:

"It is our desire to have a representative there. It-would be advantageous

to the United States especially if Russia accuses America of using our people like

guinea pigs for experiments. Who could say it im't so. After all we are an ally

and not an enemy. But apparently they think these naive people might cmuse

embarrassment."

Last year Mrs. Dorothy Kabua, a queen in the Majuro Atoll, and her son,

Amata Kabua, went to the United Nations. The son presently is attending Maune Loa

College on Maui Territory Hawaii.

Mrs. Kabua was present with Heine during the interview. Others were Atlan

Anien, speaker of the Assembly, and Kabua Kabus, president of the House of Irouj

(Lords).

The Marshallese are practical people. They recognize that the nuclear tests

might have to continue. If this is the case, said Heine, “our petition outlines

satisfactory alternatives."

- 30 -
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nox’ day a destruyar arrived at the sosne to evacuate the pecple. Wa

Started taldng showers then," Jatwe arid. Jabvesaid there wos zo panic

eltbouch "Jone wore frichtenal. Dy night abiluren were avin;. “ony fault)

ware sick." It was about 7 Jays efter the exposure chet come natives bogen

loging their hsir., I sew several whe had. Nearly all of then were cottin,

tieir cwir beck. Coe fellow vos a ned and wielte dDagelmll any contdimauly.

“athlegh Ondt, a Marshallese muse fron Yajuro who was cating a3 intor=roter,

econfijiai: "Ee lost all ofa hair." Asked how his people felt about thair

experience, ‘njin paused an] chon wary 3olemly replied: "There is sncer

cy; Jaw people. I think 12 will disappear Lf we cat beck bone. Thay

wuss che ‘maricen people. I iio comics people." ‘The Joncelnp lostor

uaid chat ida people had been will <aken anre af sinog their arrivsi.

Taoy Save ded cll the food, clothing, sedicsal csre am! entertainnai hay

Ode Jalwe at this point anid "7 went te thank the ‘mardcens Lor ibs

iomoclate cane thay cave se

Throgs init said “Almost all the veople are aured.* I id see ums con

39 ear old Tima ert. who oti) had a bad tedlosstive Bum a See 2: OL

viz tishi ear, it was a livid ned. Se sald 1t "lkenod anil Static."

contimously. “ina was flubing in a anos when the follout coourrai.

Thirteen 2ongelap men left yesterday aboard an LOT with tbe Utirie peonle.

They wll so ve Aongelap %o recover sane possessions left Senind. The first

will rou to amjelein and chon the LS? will retumn to ‘Majelein and tien

vae ihe omtire croup to Site I asked the injin ami ia sroup if there

woo any 7eudaso ke or any of is people would like to sen! to the “mericn

secple. ofin ihoucht for a long time ami seid moe Shit SOerwar all Cec

imauiicmn speke up in ‘ershallese and sald: "Please -ell via not wo Cc

f ¥
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a
the uams thing ajain <= throw the bomb. We didn't do amytidng wrong.

we Uian't anYuten.” As I got up to leave, each of the natives present

Osme over and ahook hands.
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Majuro, Marshall Islands, May 29 (AP) = Two Marshallese school

teachers were the chief drafters of a petition to the UN complaining

about hydrogen bomb experiments in their homeland. The pair, Dwight

Heine and Atlan Anien, emphatically deny any American kmowingly assisted

them. "Some did help but they did not kmow it," Heine said in en inter-

view. "We asked many questions of Americans. We asked who one would

write to and how it would be addressed but we did not tell them what we

were going to do. We also read UN pamphlets and saw how petitions appear-

ing in them were worded." Heine said two Americans saw an early draft

of the petition but it carried no heading. He said one, Keith Smith,

American manager for Marshallese Trading Company, said "Who wrote it?

It is beautifully written." "It taxed me and Atlan to write it," Heine

continued. "We worked every day for nearly a month. We would meet with

other Marshallese and put dowm their ideas. Then we would make a rough

draft. "I thought we had too many dangers in it. So I looked through

the dictionary and decided on lethal. I also found word circumvent as

a substitute for prevent." Heine, whose grandfather was German, is bisger

then most Marshallese. He is 35 years old, has dark skin and bushy heir.

He is superintendent of the Marshall Island schools.

Heine probably is one of the best educated Marshallese. He is the

spokesman between the people and Americans. Heine started school in 1928

at the Protestant Jesuit Mission School. In 1936 he went to a mission

junior high at Kusaie. When the Americans moved into the Marshalls during

World War II he worked for the U.S. Navy as a guide and interpreter.

Between 1948 and 1950 he attended the University of Hawaii in Honolulu.

Last year he travelled for 3 months in New Zealand, Samoa and Fiji on a

UNESCO fellowship. Keine has a sense of humor end timing. He told this

story of an Americansanecoman who visited Majuro and spoke to the people.

 TE
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He related: "I was interpreting. The Congressman threw his erms out and

seid we are a Christian people. You are a Christian people. We want to

save the world from Communism. We do not want you yeonle to slin behind

1
the Iron Curtain.” When I said Iron Curtain the “Marshallese looked at

each and whispered Iron Curtain. et is that I was really stuck for

explaining it. The word Communism means nothinz to the people. IU now

use the word Russie for Communism. "For instance during yourGoith ict

trials I'd say Russia explain thet these reople were tryins te steel

vom Smerican ané give them to Russia."

Present with Heine and Anien were Kabuaxabua , district judg? ani

attf the Geuse of Irouj, and Down &:kabue, Queen of? the im@Jure Ltcllt
y " «a
D
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anJj iwmber of the House of Irougj. They geve the inmression tist they vare

as concerned over the loss of land as they were about the hydrozen jecis.

Dorothy Habue, 5%-vear-old nother of 4 sons, is a daushter-in-lew of 3 love

> 3oO no bun Taye _
vile? of tne Sivini peonie. re fo

s

ne said thas the Bikini peovls hal weve:

zen 2aid for the Laroon. .skéd now much sné would estimate the La.coon wes

worth, Dorothy Kutua scetlicad ia larsicliese. Zeine tried to sive a2 litsy ll,

Twepa. oo
UMORSlanis crow coconuts DEL4?

reel has Tish. The island home for birds. Money spent use um gon.

5
le :o0% ‘ives many, many years life." Dorothy Habua went to the U.N. lest

year. She is a short stocky woman, wears lasses and at the cime I was

talkinzs to her wes wearing a light print dress. Asxed cf her trip to

New York she said she went to a 2-D movie. "It was a picture of @ coat.

It loomac Like it was comings out on us. It bounced up and diowm 30 wich T

+ seasick enc had to ledve," she related and t

Seine, wnese marents and grancvarents were

rot flee + meas an Fa = _ 4 : spits. A fey eset optssei. "Ve Clarshallese) like the Americans. We vecitioned Toncgres with

+ - "hanes wees -r a- - . tf "ry “ota Bey et "An4e kt2,720 vimss te have you (.3.) stay hece."” If Ueine or his frneti wordecs
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Tiwva tl vorvot shont the -etitfon sent to the TiN. it is that it aiesht

boomerang and hurt the trust territory people. "There wes a reason we

7s a 1
cid not nave tmericans in on the petition. They are very nice. We cid sot

want them to zet in trouble,” he explained. Later Heine came to ne and said:

"We want Mr. (aynard) Neas (fcting District Administrator) to be District

Administrator. If in any way our petition implies lack of confidence in

him or the Trust Territory Government say that it is not not so." eine

said thet "EZvervone (Americans in the Marshalls) sympathize with us. The;

felt a responsibility; for what happened." That is the concensus of what I

found in talking to the Americans on the island. Neas, in commenting on

the accident, said: "I believe officials of the nuclear tests should heve

given adequate and timely information to the natives so they could protect

themselves. To my mowledze this was not done."

Sob L. Omis, missionary for the American Board of Comuissioncors

of Foreicn Mission, Soston, is on Majuro translating the Bible for the

tow
deepl; relicious Marshallese. te made this comment on the vetition: "I

~ .
think I approve it. Dwizht (Seine) is smart. It wes a sensible way +o

hancle it as it did not involve (U.S.) Government neople. It will help

the peorle here wet national consciousness.” Doctor Dunnam Xirkham of

Avoce, New York, a former Army doctor and now the Trust Territory doctor

for the Marshall Islands, said of the incident: “It's touzh on these

peocle. They seem a little distrustful of our promises. They are thinking

of Bikini.” Another Trust Territory official who asked that his name not

ve used said "They're takings a damn dim view of being yenked from one

tsland to another.” There seemed to ve some concern amons the Anericans

that they too had been kent in the dark about the explosions. One wonan said

that nearly; every 4merican received inquiries about their welfare after

wee ~ oe ft vereoe
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announcement of the explosion. She said her son wrote:

out there? I don't want radio active parents.”
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Kwajalein Miy 30 (AP). The United States pulled all stops in giving .

aid to 236 Marshallese sprinkled by radioactive ash fram the March 1 hydrogen

test.

For nearly 10 days I have had a free hand at Kwajalein and Majuro in

talking to injured Marshallese, their leaders, military men and Joint Task

Force Seven personn@l which ran the hydrogen tests this year.

There has been no pressure er coercion on myself or the people I

interviewed, All spoke frankly. J\came away with this opinions

The AEC, the Joint Task Force, the Trust Territory and the Kwajalein

Naval Air Station under command of Rear Admiral BR, S, Clarke did a magnificent

job in meting this unferseen near tragedy,

The question arises why wasn't this possibility farseen. Actually

it was, and was quickly detected. Two things contributed to the incident.

First, As AEC Chairman Lewis L. Strauss announced the "detonation was larger

than expected." It spread over a mich wider area as result. Even this

would have caused no trouble but a sudden unforeseen shift in high altitude

Winds carried it over three inhabited tt islands.

Since the March 1 detonation, the AEC has announced two additional

tests. The AEC and Department of Defense announced on May 13 that the 1954

tests were concluded.

(more)
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