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The Department ofEnergy and Tis Heritage: The Department of Energy (O08) is one ofthe
most diverse agencies in the Federal government. Ht was created in 1977 from a score of
organizational entities from ¢ dozen departments and agencies. DOE encourapes the
development ofenergy technologies in several sreas—solar, geothermal, foesil fuel, and muckwer
develops technologies aimed at promoting conservanion ofenergy mescurces. DOE is one of the
largest Federal agency supporters of basic scientific research and manages a research complex thar
includes scame ofthe nation’s preauer laborwories, DOE helesformulate national policies for
energy use and development. Perhaps surprisingly to many, DOE aleo rung the raclear weapons

research, development, and production complex as well as associated dismantlement and clean up
activities.

DOt's nuclear heritage comes from the World War i Manhattan Project which built the stomic
bomb. The threads ofDOE's involvement with nuclear issues and programs run through the
following agencies: the Manhattan Engineer District (1942-1947), the Atanas nergy

Commission (1947-1973), ead the Energy Research and Development Adminstration (1974~
1977). DOE not only tock over finctions, cultures, and traditions from these agencies, 1 alec
inherited records trom them. OMthese agencies, the longest lived and most comroversial was the
Aiomic Energy Commission (AEC) The AEC also crested a greater volume of records than any
other DOE predecessor agency and, not surorisinaly, DOE stil has custody of a subsiantial —
vohume of AIC records,



The Atomic Energy Commission: From its ineption im 1947 until as abolition in 1975, the
AEC carried out 2 Congressional mandate for a large federal role in atomic energy development.
The AEC maintamed programs for nuclear weapons research, development, production, and
testing, production ofphrtonmum and weapons grade uranium, milling and refining of uranium ore,
Momedioal research into the effects of radietion and muclear weapons, basic nuclear research in
fields such as chemistry, physics, and metallurgy, development of nuclear reactors; promotion ofa
civilian nuclear power industry, and conduct ofinternational Atoms-for-Peace activities, Te was

unique among federal agencies in combining responsibilities to both promote and regulate a
technology. It promulgated official regulations to govera the conduct ofofficials implementing
many ofthese programs.

In 1947 the AEC assumed control ofresearch and production facilities created by the Manharran
Ragineer District (MED) during Work War T. The facilities were scattered from coast to coast,
with the primary ones being located in Gak Rulee, Tennessee: Hentord, Washington: and Los
Ajameos, New Mexieo. The MED operated them through contracts with private universities, auch
as the University ofCalifornia, and orivate companies, such as DuPoot and Union Carbide. To
develop the atomic bomb, the MED established « complex ofproduction plants and laboratories
in which the government owned the facilities but tapped the expertize of industry and universities
through contracting out the tack ofoperating them.

The AEC did not change the MED's system ofgovernment-<craned, contractor opersted (OCHO)
laciliies. To provide government oversight of contractor operated facilities some distance from
Washington, the ARI intially created five field centers of operations and gave them broad
delegations ofauthority. Esch was to manage a different part ofagency programs, and exercise!

broad authority within lunite sec by AEC Washington beadquerters. Bach, however, was to have
unusual initiative and freedom of action as long us it opermed within general palicy guidelines set
oy Washington.

The Richland Operations Office: At Richland the ABC had to oversee a large platonrum
production comples. Initial site construction had started im 1943 ard within 2 years an enormous
complex was in place. By June 1944 enproximately 79,000 workers ishored to complete
Hanford. By war's end they had built 4 plutonium production faculicy consisting ofthree auclear
production reactors, three chemical separations plants, are other ancillary plants. In scoordance
with the MED’s practice of emploving private indusiry to construct and operate the atamic bomb
development complex, El DuFont de Nemours and Company constructed and operated the site.

Because this facility was so large and complex, in 1947 the AC crested a field center of
operations whase sole tack was to supervise the Hanford plutonium production facility. Called

the OHice ofHanford Directed Onerstions, the AECanon changed its name to the Hanford
Onerstions Office, and, then a decade later, to the Richland Operations Office. The office was

incated in Richland, Washington, few miles fromthe Hantbrd production site. Unlike some

a
y



other AEC operations offices, the Office of Hanford Directed Ciperstions supervised activities,
virtually all ofwhich were conducted gt one site by one contractor.

By thie time DuPonthad ceased to be Hanford's prime contractor and General Bleciric had
acquired the managing and operating contract andassumed responsibility for producing
plutonium. As well as overseeing sie olnionnun production activities, the operations office had
ic ensure a smooth tranertion from DuPont to General Blectric. inthis period, theilities, such as

the Hanford Laboratories, which conducted research on the biclagical effects of radioactive
material, were also established at the site. One laboratory mission was the study ofthe effects of
radioiodine, which was emitted as 9 waste product from the chemical separations plants.

Uantord production facilities expanded from 1947 to 1953 to meet Cokl and Rorean War
demanis for more nuclear weagons. During this period five additemal production reactors were
built at Hanford Thus the Haniond Onerations Office had to oversee a large construction
program while it supervised increasingly efficient plutoniumproduction activities. By 194%
approximately 65.000 people ved in the Richland ares, and most ofthem were employed in the
plant or at the operations office. At that time the Hentord plants employed more than one-fourth
of all contractor personnel engaged in operating atomic energy plants and two-thirds ofall
construction workers engaged im building atomic energy lanes,

By the mid 1950s the operations office was overseeing the operation ofeight production reactors
at Hanford. The reactors were run sround the clock and onprovements to the three reactors built

during the war allowed themto be run at higher then designed power levels. In the 19608, one
additional reactor, called the New Production Reactor, went inte operation at Hanford. Tt was 3

dual purpose reactor, designed ta produce phutoniumand electric power. Like the other Hanford
reactors, i was graphite moderated and water couled

By the mid 1960s the ABChad met all Department ofDelense requirements for nuclear weapons
production and had created a huge arsenal ofmicleer weapons. Accordingly, Presklent Lyndon
B. Johnson decided to reduce nuclear materials production and presented it as 4 disarmament
measure in bis 1964 State ofthe Union address. As g remull, over the next seven years, the AEC

shut down all Hantord production reactors, save for theMew Production Reactor

At this time the Hanford areca was a one industry town, Anoroumately $300 people worked
either in site plants or inthe operations office Virmally all were denendent directly or imlicectly
on plutonium production activities. The ARC, secordingly, tunk steps to keep the ares
economicallyviable by urudertaking its Hantord diversification program, auning to bring new
industry and contractors intethe ares. The operations office's maior task during the remainder of

the decade was te oversee the Hanford diversification program for the ARC.

The AEC moved quickly te iaplement the diversification program. In 1064 the AEC committed
to the use of multiple contractors at the site and selected Battelle Memorial Institute of Cobumbus,
Oho as one ofthe first of them. in 1085 Battelle contracted to run the Hanford Laboratones,



newly designated as Pacific Marthwest Laboratory. The ARC then decided ty build the Fast Flux
Test Facility (EPTFE), to test fuels and materials which would be used in breeder reactors, at
Hanford, Construction ofthe FETE began in 1970 and took twelve years to complete. The AEC
aise loceted other projects there, such as the Hanford Containment Systems Experiment, desuened
ie investigate aspects ofthe safety of ight warer reactors.

in 1875 the AEC was abolished and the Richland Operations ifice became 4 part of the Energy
Research and Development Adminstration (ERDA) Linder BRDA the operations office
employed 303 personnel in aversee 2272 contractor eraplavees engagesl in phuomum production
activities, The anmual budget for this came to about S71 million. In 1077, however, ERIDA was

sholished and the Richiend Operations Office became a part ofthe Department ofEnergy.

in 1987, several months after the Chernobyl nuclear reactor secident, the New Production

Reactor was shut dows. The reactor was simular in design to the Chernobyl reactor and safety
concems led to the shutdown. Afterward, most ofthe site’s resources were devoted to managing
the environmental legacy left by decades of phuteraum production. The Richland Goerations
Oiice's job was transformed from oversecing plutonium production to managing environmental
clear-up and waste products. In also oversees the reasearch, develonment, and commerciahzstion
oftechnologies for waste management, clean-up, and environmental restoration. The potential
health consequences ssaccisted with the operation of the complies wes a serious concern among
many who live, or have ved, near the site. As a result, Hanford is currently involved in several

health related studies and the operations office manages DOE's mvolvement with these activities.

Richland Operations Office Inactive Records: The operations office retains custody of
records created as long age az thie World War Lo Manhattan Project. This means that i has
custody of federal reaards fom a mumber ofoperations offices organizations which fimetioned
under theMEDAECERDA or DOE. Due to the ABC Hanford diversificstion program, if alge
hes custesdy of records from severai different contractor organizations, among them DuPont,
Sseneral Electric, and the Hanford Exvircamental Health Poundanon.

The operations office generally controls inactive recordson the records bom level. Thus, most
finding aidis to Richlend Operations Office records consist of mventories of the contents of
mdividuel boxes of records. The uventories sonear on Records Transfer Request forms which
hat the organization which created an imdpvidual box of records. The forms, however, do not
indicate whether the boxes were parts of larger groups of records retired at the same lume.

Originally many afthe records ghowt site activities were classified. The Richland Operanans
(Mice has now declassified many ofts cider documents in response to Litigation and to meet
other needs. it has placed many ofthese documents in ie gublic reading room, thus much of the
contents ofthe boxes listed on the attached Records TranslerRequest forms may be available m
the Richland public reading room. As soon as the documents are available, they will be Linked to
the Hanford Home Page at hite.//oww. hanfordgov/doeresdingim.



Richland Operations Office—Selected Inactive Records Containing Enviroament, Safety
and Health Iefermation: The attached records box inventories list importent documents
pertaining to environmental, sefery, and health conditions on the Hanford site. They contain key
information abethe environmental and health consequences ofplutontum production. Their
contents were crested ether mthe 1807 to 1971 period or during the 10806. The boxes and their
highhehts are as follows:

Box Mumber | Highheht

i, TESSS1-113440 Collection ofEnvironmental Compliance Litigation Support Files

2. 29361 Contains ivformetion on the Thermal E@ects ofProduction Reactors

3. 13200 Contains safety information on Hanford groduction reactors

4. 3088 Comtaing salety evaluations ofthe NewProduction Reastor

The box inventories may aot reflect the present condition ofthese records.

Arranging for Access to Richland Operations Office-—Selected Imactive Records Containing
Environment, Safery aud Health information: Access to unclassified portions of these

materials can be arranged under provisions ofthe Freedom of Information Aci (FOIA) An
POLA request may be subraitted, or additional mformation shout the records obtained, by
contacting the POLAofficer of .

Freedom of Information Act Officer, AP.7S
CLS, Denertment ofBaergy
BG. Bow 340

Richland Ws 924%

Phone: 500-376-8216.

Some ofthe records on the atrached box inventories may heve previously been made available at
the DOE reading room in Richland. ‘These records may be reviewed and duphcated at the reading
room. There is a fee tor duplication. The reading roam can be reached at:

DOE Public Reading Room

100 Sprout Road
Richland, WA 893452

Phone: 309-376-8483
E-mail ReadingBoom@innhpov
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