
A
e

U
e
t
L
A
U
t
a
g

et
ae

\
a
e

G
a
s
a

Wo
t
a
e
b
t

a
b
o

 

JNE FI -* F

ATOM'C ENERG rss)

WaaGea

Py,

Dear Mr. President:

At your press and radio conterence on July 15 one of eu

correspondents asked a question regarding the possible health hazarcs

of<waste materiel being discharged by surgniumprocessingmill. This
question apparently referred to the Animas Biver, in Colorado and New
Mexico, into which one of the uranium oreceasing afile “Lecharge-

effluent.

Inepections by the Commission and other studies. i: coooers

tien with the States and with the Umited States Public Health Ser ics
have indicated that the effluent discharged into the Animas Rive:
contains radium in excess of the permissable concentrations «ata' ~ 5

by ARC regulations, Yhis does nxt mes. nat there .# a fmm ci»

health hasard,

An individual could for a period o! 70 yeare sontinucus

end exclusively consume weter containing maximum permissibie cone tra
Cione of radium allowed by present Atomic Energy Commission regu «ore

before he would have taken radius inte hia body in enceas of the

Tecomumendations of the National Committee on Radiation Frotertin:
Concentrations measured downstream during the past year fin the An ma
River water at several pointe of utilization showed a maximm cf oom 4
2k times the maximum permigaible concentrations, An individua!

continuously and exclusively consume water @: these concentration
50 years before receiving radium into his body from this source «arene
of recommendations of the National Committee on Radiation Protect

Therefore, the AEC believes that there is no immediate c:adiation azar}

to the public health in this mil effluent situation. Secretary oom".
expressed the view, in his press conference on Jucy 14° thar rr:
population of the area had not ingestes sufficient amour te

radioactive material to cause de'ectat « heath damage

However, it {8 nacegsary to .educe the concentrati re

radium in the river to permissib:e .im.ts. (mm May 22 of thik yaa

the basia of earlier inspections and s*udies tne AEC iseuce ar

to the uramium mil] directing it to resort tie measures ft ow | a

control the effluent. The compas a+ ven ted iaweritt

action that is being taker



Among other measures, the company has instituted tmprove:

eontrol procedures for the diecharge of effluent into the river Tove
has resulted in « substantial reduction of the solid radioactive waste
diacharged into the river. In addition the company put into operation
on July 1, 1959, two settling ponds for removal of solid waste and tox
chemicals and a process for remova, of soluble radioactive mater a

In addition to the weter efitlueni problem, there ig 4 j rod. em

of controlling uranium dust in some wor. areas inside ithe mii. ar

response to the Commission's order of May 22, which also requires to2

mill to report the iomediate stepe it would take to raduce dust concer
trations, the mill has mede equipment modifications at varieus points o1
the mill, These include the instalistion of mist sprays to wet dows
uranive ore to reduce dust, air ducts te remove dust from the immed{ate

point of release, duat collectors to entrap dust, and improved cert! . ation
equipment. The mill ie redesigning certain equipment used in the
production of uranium concentrates to further reduce the tust: oreb: an

The Commission will continue ite inspections to make wire 8%

these and, if necessary, other corrective actions are effectiva

reducing the concentrations of radioactivity j. the river to parmieei ~
limite and in making necessary redictiow » fre concentrations = * 4a»
within the mill.

The Commiseion has aleo issue: orders to other mille requiring

them to maintain survey programe ef their water effluent and dus” ¢oncan-
trations and to report corrective steps to be taken where necesaars

There is no indication that tne operation of the mii a cr aater
&@ problem of radioactive contamination ~f he air cutelde the «! vb we

The disappearance of fis. from the Animas River refer: e:
by the correspondent, is due to toxic ciemicale and not radtoace errs

Should there be other informatio ves deaire or Law oo

I shall be most pleased to provide it

Ruapect Parly yours

‘nan &  wicCene

The President

The White House

Washington, 0. C.


