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Dear Mr., President:

At your press and radic conterence op July 15 one of @«
correspondents asked & question regarding the posaible healti hazuras
ofXwaste materisl being discharged by & urspium procegeing mill. This
question apparently refarred to the Animas River, in Colorado snd New

Mexico, into which one of the uranium processing afils ~ischarge:
effluent.

Inspections by the Commission snd nther studies ir cocoers
tien with the States and with the United Sctateas Public Health Ser icue
have indicated that the effluent discharged into the Animas Rive
contains radium in excess of the permissable concentrations =sta~ =« 1.
by ABC regulations, This does 0>t mes: that there ‘s & JTwmecis
bealth hasard,

An individual could for & period o! 70 years rontinucus
snd exclusively consume water containing maximum permiseibie conc rrra
tions of readium allowed by present Atomic Energy Commission regu. :t 1x
before he would have taken radium intc his body in encess of the
recommandations of the Nationsl Committee on Radiation Frotectim
Concentrations measured downstream during the past year {r the An ms:
River water at several points of utilization showed & maximm ¢t e s
2% times the maximum permissible concentrations. An individua!
continuously and exclusively consume water st these concentraticn
50 years befors receiving radium into nis body from this socurce . < niess
of recommendations of the National Cormittee on Radigtion Protect
Therefore, the AEC believes that there is no {mmediate radiation iazard
to the public health in this mil. effluent situation. Secretar, wms.®.
expressed the view, in his press conference on July 14 thar rv
population of the area had not ingested sufficient amowur te
radioactive material to cause de'ectal e hea'th rimamage

However, 1t {8 nacegsary to reduce the concentrati rs
radium in the river to permissibie .imits. m May 22 o! thir jea
the basis of earlier ifnaspections and s~udilen the ABC issuec 8¢
to the uramfum mill direecting it to reovorr the measurey it w. i o
control the effluent. The compa v iar renided dawerit: &
action that ig being taker



Among other messures, the company has instituted improve.
control procedures for the discharge of effluent into the river. Yhie
has resulted in s substantial reduction of the solid radioactive wayte
discharged into the river, In additfon the company put into operstion
on July 1, 1959, two settling ponds for removal of solid waste and toxt
chemicales and a process for remova. of soluble radiosactive matey a

Io addition to the water efrlueni problem, thers i1e » yrodiem
of controlling uranfum dust in some worx areas inside ihe miii ir
response to the Commission's order of May 22, which also require¢ rne
mill to report the immediate stepe it would take to reduce dust voncer
trations, the mill has mede equipment modi{ficatiens at varieus points o
the mill, These include the installstion of mist sprays to wet sow:
uranium ore to reduce dust, &ir ducts to remove dust frow the immediste

point of release, dust collectors {o entrap dust, and improved wver!:iiation

equipment, The mill 1o redesigning certain equipment used in the
production of ursnium concentrates to furthar reduce the Atust probiam

The Commission will continue i1te inspections o make & .ve "4
these and, 1f necessary, other corrective wctions are affective
reducing the concentrations of radloactiviiy in the river to parmiseir .~
limits and in nmaking necessary reductio«s ' n t1e concentrations ¢ Huy
within the mill,

The Commission has also issuec orders to other miiles requiring
them to maintein survey programe eof their water effluent and dus® ¢ oncan-
trations and to report corrective steps to be taken wheres necemnnr:

There 18 no indication that tne opervation of the mii. # wrastas
a problem of radicactive contaminatior ~f ‘he air cuteide the i a1

The disappearance of fisn from the Animas River refar:e
by the correspondent, is due to toxic chemicale #pd not radfoars wer,

Should there be other informa:io vri desaire nr Low
1 shall be most pleased to provide it

HuspactFally vours

dnnn A McCone

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.




