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SECTION I - AIRFIELDS RQ.

Fred Airfield.

(a) Location ~ 11° 20! 27" north latitude
162° 19¢ 29" east longitude

Glevation ~ 12 feet above sea level at the southwest end,

(bo) The runway is ;@5@-feet in length, in a bearing of 60 degrees, and is
150 feet wide, Construction consists of asphalt concrete over compacted
crushed coral, with gross weight capacities as follows:

Single Wheel Dual Wheel Twin Tandem Wheel
75,000 lbs 75,000 lbs 160,000 1bs

(c) The runway is marked for distance and bearing in accordance with Air
Force directives, with the numeral "6" at the southwest end, and numerals
N24" on the northeast end. A cloth type wind sock is located over the
Operations Building south of the runway,

(a) Runway lighting markers are of the C-l High Intensity Type, and are
located approximately 200 feet apart, except at the entrance-ways to
parking ramps. Lateral distance between marker lights is 170 feet, The
ends of the runway are marked with red Type C-1 lights. Green threshold
lights are of the semi-flush type, and are located 300 feet in from both
ends of the runway,

(e) Two copies of the runway cross-section are attached.

Wimer Airfield,

(a) Location - 11° 24! 04" north latitude BEST COPY AVAILABLE
162° 221 29" east longitude

Klevation -— 14, feet above lowest low tide level.

(b) The runway is 1,200 feet in length, in a bearing of 69 degrees, arm is
75 feet wide. Construction consists of compacted crushed coral covered
with asphalt concrete, Gross weight capacities at the time of construc
tion were as follows:

Single Wheel Dual wheel Twin Tandem Wheel
30,000 lbs 45,000 Lbs 100,000 lbs

(c) The runway is marked "6" at the southwest end, and "24" at the northeast
end. Painted yellow stripes mark the ends of the runway. A cloth type
wind sock is located at the Dispatch Building at the northwest comer of
the field, {
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(a) Runway marker lights are of the medium intensity type on cone shaped
bases. Two pairs of red and green lights are located 65 feet in from
both ends of the runway, marking both threshold and night over-run area,

Janet Airfield,

(a) Location - 11° 40! 05" north latitude,
162° 14! 23" east longitude.

slevation - 9 feet above lowest low tide level,

(b) The runway is 4,100 feet long, in a bearins of 79 degrees, and is 90
feet wide, Construction consists of compacted pit run coral and compacted
Select crushed coral, with the latter placed in the center part of the
runway for a distance of 1,250 feet. Gross weight capacities at the time
of compaction were as follows:

Single Wheel Dual Wheel Twin Tandem Wheel
30,000 Lbs 45,000 Lbs 100,000 lbs

(c) The runway is marked "7" on the southwest end, and "25" at the northeast
end, There is no runway lighting system, A cloth type wind sock is
located south of the aircraft parking area which is at the south central

portion of the strip.

Tilda Airfield.

(a) Location - 11° 37! 05" north latitude,
162° 19! 43' east longitude,

Elevation -— 9 feet above lowest low tide level,

(b) The runway is 1,400 feet long, in a bearing of 78 degrees, and is 50
feet wide, There are 25 foot shoulders on both sides of the runway.
Runway construction consists of asphalt concrete placed over compacted
crushed coral. Gross weight capacities at the time of construction were
as follows:

Single Wheel Dual Wheel Twin Tandem Wheel
30,000 lbs 45,000 Lbs 100,000 lbs

(c) The runway is mrked "7" at the southwest end, and "25" at the northeast
end, There is no lighting system, nor wind sock.

Yvonne Airfield,

(a) Location - 11° 32! 35" north latitude.
162° 21' 49" east longitude,

Elevation ~ 10 feet above lowest low tide level at normal approach end.

(b) The runway is 1,240 feet long, in a bearing of 60 degrees, and is 50
feet wide, Construction consists of compacted select crushed coral,
with gross weight capacities at the time of compaction as follows:



(c)
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Single Wheel Dual ‘heel Twin Tandem Wheel
30,000 lbs 45,000 lbs 100,000 1bs

The runway is marked "6" at the southwest end, and "24" at the northeast
end, There is no lighting system, nor wind sock,

Nan Airfield,

(a)

(b)

(c)

(a)

(e)

Location - 11° 30! 38" north latitude.
165° 33! 42" east longitude.

Glevation - 14 feet above lowest low tide level.

The runway is 4,500 feet long, in a bearing of 45 degrees, and is 150
feet wide, with 25 foot shoulders, Construction consists of compacted
select crushed coral, with gross weight capacities at the time of
compaction as follows:

Single Wheel Dual “heel Twin Tandem Wheel
30,000 lbs 45,000 lbs 100,000 lbs

The runway is marked "4" at the southwest end, and "22" at the northeast
end, A cloth type wind sock is located on the ocean side of the runway
at the northeast end.

Runway marker lights are of the portable type.

One permanent hazard exists. A 300 foot tower is located approximately

300 feet south of the approach to the southwest end of the runway,

Peter-Oboe Airfield.

(a)

(b)

(d)

Location - 1° 30! 05" north latitude.
165° 241 18" east longitude,

Elevation ~ varies from 9 to 10 feet above lowest low tide level,

The runway is 4,500 feet long, in a bearing of 60 degrees, and is 150
feet wide. Construction consists of canpacted select crushed coral,
with gross weight capacities at the time of compaction as follows:

Single Wheel Dual Wheel Twin Tandem Wheel
30,000 lbs 45,000 lbs 100,000 lbs

The runway is marked "6" at the southwest end, and "24! at the northeast
end. A cloth type wind sock is located on the lagoon side of the strip
approximately 1,500 feet from the southwest end of the runway.

Runway marker lights are of the portable type.
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8 It wes proposed that construction start ay,Wtyas possible in order not to
interfere with test prog. const. end the Terawa/ site to be construgted
last to avoid possible conjecture concerning butLd=upwikin/Dooany tining or deadlines
for PFO testa,

$, All above plans are geteral only, and will be changed if and as neseseary;
based on findings at sites and conferences,

1G, LSD support to be requested only if absolutely necessary to accomplish aiseion.
a centreey Ruane Ue be based on LST support end poasibili§ of giting native
eub-contract labor where and as necessary, if gonsidered e cal,

“al, « Meeting adjourned at 1730 hours,

PnGhASE=EFTED PER DOE

: oo DEESD OVGY, 15, 1994

row EPL 2S OP CUALTO
tLte a Bote kes
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Weathert Clear

Take-off at 0230 houre in PBN #122612 ~ Tentative ETA Terewa 1300 hours.

Party composed of the following: OF

Gér, Rex Classificatien cancelled (er changed te TALSE OMY

Oel, Richardson
Me. Wynkoop . by autherity of

‘
a
l
l
,

   PM 1
utherizifg ewsin classification}

‘Lt, Bachert oy : aoa ae E2L3-08-Ne Dunls
erson making the change} ine

Mr. Beardall
i, Bernier

‘ 2

1220 hours - Girtled Meakin, ineluding Bikatd, and atoll] appears essentially as
show on navigational charte with no apparent LST landing areas without blasting
partial channel through cuter reef structure and coral heads. e hope to get more
definite information et Taraw.

Arrived and circled Tarawa at 133C hours. Water landing at 1400 hours, Went ashore
on Birikd Ielend. "

¥

Mr, Wynkoop, Cdr, Rex end Col. Richardson™held mecting with Commissioner, Mr. Bernacchi
and it was decided to site the'weather station on Betio Ialand at east end,

~_

Weather: Clear

Left in launch for bhetic Island at 1000 hours.

Arrived Betio Island at 1160 hours, Made eurvey of approved site on Betio Teland -
completed survey at 1600 hours. Arrived Biriki Ieland at 1700 hours. Take-off
from Bitiki 1800 hours,
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BETIO

(m the way to Betio island by beat, a recon. of the reef was attempted to determine
tentative landing sites; however, final decisi.n will follow detail soundings.

 

1. Area required and assigned pending sonceurrence of English and t. ©. state
departzents, is a rectangle (See drawing) approximately 420' x 320! with the 320!
distance parallel to the length of the island and bounded en the north by the
iJageon end on the south by the main ialand read. Aree includes a double concrete
half-subsurface bunker, 30' x 51', suitable for storage. Each bunker 19 13' x 48!
and in good repair and with 3 oq. roof epeninge for ventillation and with a concrete
floor, (Size and leeation on drawing), There are coconut trees approximately 16'
high, leid out in rowsom approximately 26' x 4C' ctre, and it will be possible to
site buildings to allow the majority of these trees to remin.

2. Soll is very aandy with very little bhusus and the sand and leose coral over-
burden varies from 4* te 2'. It will not be necessary tc build roads other than
s short access rosd (approx, 200') to the cam site from the main island road.
There is sufficient corel aggregkte within 400 feet of the cam site for stebiliza-
tion and surfacing of access road and cayp arenes, This material is in a pile at
the readside and was originally intended for corel runway surface material by the
Japanese. (Approximately 30C cy).

3. Blasting will probably be required for setting of Navy cubes for septic tanks;
however, coral is generally loose and of a porous formation that is well suited to
septic tank operation. Thie system is used exclusively in the housing areas on
this island. Blasting way also be necessary to clear a path for an LET; however,
not over 50-100 et total blasting should be required for entire job.

4. Sufficient aggregate oan be gathered from the beaches; however, the aajority
will be from 3/4" to 20 mesh.

5. BegchingFacilities

(A) The wost desirable beeching would be on the lagoon reef with ar LST;
however, soundings taken the afternoon of 5 June, showed insufficient depth for an
LST at thie reef, The only other chance at this point would be by LC” from LSL.

The other beaching possibility by IST is for a lending on the tip of the east
mole, which extends approximately 5CC ft. frem shore on the lagoon side, but at the
opposite end of the island from the construction site. Some clearing of junked
invasion equipment, would be necessary, but there is suffieient depth ef water at
thie point. It was suggeeted that an LST enter the existing channel; however, it
was agreed by Lt. Rachart and , BReardall thst this was not feasible due to
insufficient depth of water and restricted turn-around srea, A pregere: of ceepening
this chanmel is planned for the future, but nc date for this can be eet, and it
would not be safe to plan on this work being done prior to the need for the weather
station.

‘on cancelled {or changedEt
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SURVEY OF BETIO SITE (Cont'd)
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It should be noted that the off-loading of equipment and materiale at this
(West) end of the island wil] involve the use of the existing island road system,
These roads are not builtfor heavy traffic ané undoubtedly the roads used would
have to be rebuilt at the eloze of the construction pericd, This rebuilding should
be estimated to include regrading, stabilising where necessary and resurfacing,
This would involve approximately 3 miles of road,

6. The construction ares is well graded end essentially level, with no pits or
holes, Clearing between trees, including brush removal, could easily be done with
e D-7 and blade. The construction site ie approximtely 3' above high tide, with
no appreciable difference in elevation over the area.

Tes &., o., and 10 (See drawing}.

GENERAL +

There is a local houging construction program on, and no construction equipment
is available, sither in shops or mobile. Local residents are very helpful, but any
eid other than on an emergency besia would seriously hamper their own progran and
should not be counted on, This site would indicate concrete floor slabs and the
maxima of prefab and preeut construction, A cowpressor will be needed in addition
to north) equipment, and temporary power should be provided for construction as
local pover is partial 60 and partial 50 ayele and fs now overloaded. Housing and
wessing facilities are pot avellable for construction, and recreation facilities
are crowed,

Arrived Kwajalein 2345 hours 5 dune.

Classification cancelled for changed to OFFICE 6: ONLY
by authority of O¢ . a LE

ae eae

f
~ aa x lefHfictal authorizing h i

Y .
change in classification]

*

SP
ae aEisme person making the chenge) | OLE{Date}
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Weather: Overeast, raining. OFFIGIASr ON

Take-off at 0845 hours ~ FBN #122612

OFFICUAK-ISE ONLY
(Clear voather by 0930 hours) Classification cancelled (or changed to iin Se 

_ Zoas”
(Arrived inivetok 2908 hours) by authority of ZL,oO [Bawcebi Lou AteS

 

7" (OfFdial autherizing change in classification)

Party: = Car, Rex A f . _
Lt, Gel, Richardson ~/- ° @-13-S>

(Name of perfon making the change} {Date}
Lt. Bachert
Capt. MeDeniel
Mr, Wynkoop
Me, Bieffenbsch (A403)
Me. Danlap
Me. Beardall

4 Me, Bernier

BTA Tacnigt - 1130 hours.

Pian, in general, is to take pictures of the overall area from high altitade, drop
down and take detail pictures of entrance, proceed to islands, taking 5 shote
from each side of atoll (with plates pre-nusmbered to correspond to nusbere on ghart).
Folleoving enviai photes, ve will land and put out beat fer detail recon. After
taking off, additional pictufes of “site" island will be taken.

Stifated Taongi at 1140 hours, Landed at 1230 houra, Yeke-off at 1620 hours,

Ciroleé Taongi Atoll several times, taking pictures as per general plan. It wae
concafed in thet Taongl Island was the beat adapted to beach landing, and party
with the exception of %&. Ideffenbach was transferred te the island, The island
has a eteep sandy beach on the lagoon side. Beach averages 3:1 slope and approx.
30' wide. Bank is 7' ~ 10' high and island width as show on chart, and slopes
towalld oosen side at approximately 5% slope. Cesan aide is sandy with exposed,
rough reefe at weter line. This is a sand island, but with enough corel aggregate
available for any concrete work. ‘Sand appears to be approximately 5C mesh to 2
mesh. Shrubbery is low, with no pelm or other high trees, and could easily be
Cleared with e B-7 and blade or grader.

1. Camp site to be approximately 126' wide with edge approximately 4C' inland from
high bank on lagoon side. Length unlimited for site. (See sketches).

2. Seil is sand with low shrubs tc be cleered, Coral rocks are on tep of and in
sand; however, sand apperrs to be 3'~6! deep,

3. No blaeting le necessary for construction; however, several amall coral heads
suould be removed in approach to beaching srea. This would involve only 10 to <#
sticks of dynamite. fn
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Classificatien cancelled (or changed to___

ny authority “§_FS

" SAONTGT( Cont'd)
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“he Aggregate, coarse and fine, ie plentiful, OI (Gh iL USE-ONLY-

5, Beach is well suited to lending LOU or LCH; however, fine sand will necessitate
track equipment for havling mobile equipment ashore and for pulling after being
landed

i      

 

5%,

7. Dietence from water line to camp aite is approximtely 100'.

 

&, Site ie well mited to septic tanks and dispersal fielda, due to deep sand.
¥

9. Conetruction site approximately 120' from landing site. e

iG, Construction to be aited from chart as to brng. and wind, He monusents cr
permanent cutstanding surface features for tics.

BOGE: The difficultyat this station will be entry of craft through lagoon passage.
A great deal of tarbulanes wae @wen at low tide and markedly less at high tide, as
tide covers reef on either side of passage. Several pictures were taken pf this
paseage at high and at low tides. By flying low over the passage, 11 appeared not
over 50' wide and sides and bottom are jagced. It will be necessary to blast pro-
§jections from the lagoon end of this passage to allow entrance by an LO.

It would not be seonomical to blast a passage through thie reef to allow an LST to
enter; however, an LCU or au LOM with an LST anchored outside of the lageon could
accomplish the Job, provided that construction wis planned for equipment which could
be carried on an LCM. Tue to transportation difficulties, if an LGM is used, the
windwum facility should-}e tonstructed on this site. For purposes of support, it
will be necessary to build a simple mole on the lagoon side, possibly « Mavy cube
with dosed £11] behind in order that a emall creft can be docked, (16' - 18! craft).

If it ie decided to blast and remove the several projections which would permit entry
by LOU, the standard facility could be constructed. This passage is easily reached
and blasting would be a relatively simple operation at low tide, except for the
turbulence. Two cases of dynamite should be sufficient for this blasting. As an
LCU fe a relatively shallow draft vessel, it could negotiate thie passage at high
Side as there is 6 5' tide in this area,
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Weather: Clear

Take-off at 1045 hours,

Landed at Ponape 1335 hours.

Gar. Rex, Lt. Gol, Richardson, Capt. McDaniel and Mr. Wynkoop, met with Acting DISTAD,
Mr. Frank Moulton, ret the assigneent of area suitable for weather station site,

At 1930 hours a meeting was held, attended by Gdr. Rex, Lt, Gol, Richardson, Gapt.
MePaniel, Lt Bachert, Mr. Dunlap, Mr. Dieffenbach, Mr. Beardall, the Acting Resident
Comai.asioner and the plane pilot,

We were advised that at the earlier meoting it had been decided to site the veather
atation on Fomatahachi Island.

The general plan for & June 1955, is as follows:

1. Early flight to Kapingamearangi and cirale atoll once and circle Greenwich
Passage twice (or as necessary) for photographs.

2. Land as near Fumatahachi Island as possible and Mr. Dunlap and Lt. Bachert,
Mr. Dieffenbach, Capt. MoDaniel, Mr. Beardall and Mr, Bernier will go ashore by raft.
Cdr. Rex, Lt. Col, Richardson, Mr, Moulton and Mr. Wynkoop are to texi to Touhou Island
for oonfirmation of siting with the King of this group of islands,

3. Me. Dunlap to be in charge of party for siting and Mr. Beardall and Lt. Bachart
will proceed to Greenwich Passage for marine recon, and recommendations for passage
through channel. Mr. Dumlap and rest of party to select and locate suitable weather
site on Fumatahachi Island,

4. Entire party to take-off as soon as possible to return to Ponape in daylight,
to save time of returning to Rniwetok for lighted night Janding.

5. Plan is for party to return to Ponape for night of 8 june, pick up Jack
Youngstrom, and travel to Rusaie 9 June, surveying site, leaving Comaissioner at Kusaie
and returning to Eniwetok 9 June, p.m. General meeting 10 June,

KAPINGAMARANGT

8 JUNE 1955

Weather: Clear

Take-off at 0845 hours for Fumatahachi Island (Weather station site) and Touhow Island
ETA 1000 houra,

Arrived at Kepingamarangi Atoll, plane landing at Fumatahachi Island at 0950 hours.
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" KAPINGAMARANGI (Continued)

Take-off from Kepingamrang! at 1345 hours.

See sketches for existing plan of island and for proposed weather station layout.

FUMATABACHT 8

1. Area required for site as shown on sketch, Palm trees will have to be
removed at building site, East end of island will be site for radio antemas, as
antenna field toward northeast metbe clear, No palm trees at the extreme east end,
Site concurred inby Nr. Dieffenbach,

2. Soil ds reecky loose coral with palm tree hums, Good for building site -
little or no sand on main body of island,

3. Blasting would be required for Navy qubes for septic tanks; hovever, dozer
might be able to excavate Qyo coral heads near lending area, but are not obstruction
to landing LOU.

4. Adequate sand and coarse coral aggreghte on beaches for all concrete work.

5. Beaching facilities adequate for LCU and possibly for LST, See sketch for
landing location, slightly west of center of islend and on North (lagoon) side. Sandy
narrow (20') beach rising approximately 211 slope from water. Beach o,k, for tracks
and/or rubber tired vehicles,

6, Island is generally flat with mixed coral and hums surface, Body of island
is 4" above high tide line, Trees will have to be removed from building site and shrubs
from east end for antenna poles.

7, Approximately 30' from high tide line to building site. -

8, No sandy areas found for disposal field - suggest ocean outfall,

9. See 7,

10. See sketches,

Inlet to lagoon. Safe passage for LCU and blasting required at entrance to lagoon if
LST is used in lagoon. Recommend LSD support and LCU for construction.

Arrived at Ponape at 1700 hours.
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Landed ‘at niftis 1240 hours, Take-off at 1615 hours,

Arrived at‘eta1918 hours, °

Heavy reinall during aite recon,

Weather station site tentatively selected, while at Ponape and during discussion with
Jack Youngstroa, (on whose land existing weather station is located), was extension of
area of present weather station. Survey of this site revealed that available area is
teadly obstructed (see sketoh) with existing buildings which cannot be moved, Existing
weather operations building is at separate site, and while building is in poor cendi-
tion, site is good from a meteorological standpoint, but lease on this aite is doubtful,

It was recommended that an attempt be made to secure lease to Besin Point, which has
sufficient erca, is well suited metecrologically and is adapted for LCU/LST lending.
Thies property is owed by the Congregational Giurch, and Cadr, Rex will attempt to
secure lease vith help of DISTAD in Honolulu,

 

1. Area for station: (A) Besin Ft., adequate

(B) Existing stetion site to be checked after layout
from field notes.

2. Soil both sites, leose rocks and loam, Tree clearing (moderate) on Besin
Point only.

3. Blasting not anticipated either site,

4. Adequate source of coarse and fine aggregate near both sites,

5. Beaching available both sites; however, smal) amountof work required at
Besin Point.

6. General contour existing weather station site is smooth with 3% slope to bank,
Site at Besin Point generally smooth, but will need approximately 600-800 cubic yards
fill on southwest corner,

7. Both sites at shore and roads.

8. Check advisability of lagoon sewer outfall in view of small area of site
and natural slope to water.

9. Landing site at construction site, in each case.

10. See chart No. 5420, marked up.
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