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Fred Airfield.

(a) Location - 119 20! 27" north latitude
162° 19t 29" gast lengitude
flevation ~ 12 feet above sea level at the southwest end,

(b) The runway is %;856-feet in length, in a bearing of 60 degrees, and is
150 feet wide, Construction consists of asphalt concrete over COmpacted
crushed coral, with gross weight capacities as follows:

Single Wheel Dual Wheel Twin Tandem Wheel
75,000 1bs 75,000 1bs 160,000 1bs

(c) The runway is marked for distance and bearing in accordance with Air
Force directives, with the numeral "6" at the southwest end, and numerals
24" on the northeast end. A cloth type wind sock is located over the
Operations Building south of the runway,

() Runway lighting markers are of the C-1 High Intensity Type, and are
located approximately 200 feet apart, except at the entrance-ways to
parking ramps. Lateral distance between marker lights is 170 feet., The
ends of the runway are marked with red Type C-1 lights. Green threshold
lights are of the semi-flush type, and are located 300 feet in from both
ends of the runway,

(e) Two copies of the runway cross-section are attached.

Flmer Airfield,

(a) Location - 11° 24! O4" north latitude BEST COPY AVA“.ABLE

1620 22 29" east longitude
levation - 1) feet above lowest low tide level,

(b) The runway is 1,200 feet in length, in a bearing of 69 degrees, amd is
75 feet wide, Construction consists of compacted crushed coral covered
with asphalt concrete, Gross weight capacities at the time of construc-
tion were as follows:

Single Wheel Dual Wheel Twin Tandem Wheel
30,000 1bs 45,000 1bs 100,000 1bs

(c) The runway is marked "6" at the southwest end, and "24" at the northeast
end, Painted yellow stripes mark the ends of the runway. A cloth type
wind sock is located at the Dispatch Building at the northwest corner of
the field, { :
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(a) Runway marker lights are of the medium intensity type on cone shaped
bases, Two pairs of red and green lights are located 05 feet in from
both ends of the runway, marking both threshold and night over-run ares,

Janet Airfield.

(a) Location - 11° LO!' 05" north latitude.
162° 141 23" east longituds.
Llevation - 9 feet above lowest low tide level,

(b) The runway is 4,100 feet long, in a bearins of 79 degrees, and is 90
feet wide, Construction corsists of compacted pit run coral and compacted
select crushed coral, with the latter placed in the center part of the
runway for a distance of 1,250 feet, Gross weight capacities at the time
of compaction were as follows:

Single Wheel Dual Wheel Twin Tandem Wheel
30,000 1bs 45,000 1bs 100,000 lbs

(c) The runway is marked "7" on the southwest end, and "25" at the northeast
end, There is no runway lighting system, £ cloth type wind sock is
located south of the aircraft parking area which is at the south central
‘portion of the strip.

Tilda Airfield.

(a) Location - 11° 37! 05" north latitude,
162° 19t 43" east longitude,
Elevation - 9 feet abhove lowest low tide level,

(b) The runway is 1,400 feet long, in & bearing of 78 degrees, and is 50
feet wide., There are 25 foot shoulders on both sides of the runway.
Runway construction consists of asphalt concrete placed over compacted
crushed coral. Gross weight capacities at the time of construction were
as follows:

Single Wheel Dual Wheel Twin Tandem Wheel
30,000 1bs 45,000 1bs 100,000 1bs

(¢) The runway is marked "7" at the southwest end, and "25" at the northeast
end, There is no lighting system, nor wind sock,.

Yvonne Airfield,

(a) Location - 11% 32! 35" north latitude.
162° 21t L9" east longitude,
Flevation - 10 feet above lowest low tide level at normal approach end.

(b) The runway is 1,240 feet long, in & bearing of 60 degrees, and is 50
feet wide, Construction consists of compacted select crushed coral,
with gross weight capacities at the time of compaction as follows:
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Single Wheel Dual Vheel Twin Tandem Wheel
30,000 1lbs 45,000 1bs 100,000 1bs

The runway is marked "6" at the southwest end, and "24" at the northeast
end, There is no lighting system, nor wind sock,

Nan Airfield,

(a)

(b)

(c)

()
(e)

Location = 11° 30! 38" north latitude.
1659 331 42" east longitude,
Blevation - 14 feet above lowest low tide level.

The runway is 4,500 feet long, in a bearing of 45 degrees, and is 150
feet wide, with 25 foot shoulders, Construction consists of compacted
select crushed coral, with gross weight capacities at the time of
compaction as follows:

Single “Wheel Dual %heel Twin Tandem Wheel
30,000 1bs 45,000 1bs 100,000 1bs

The runway is marked "4" at the southwest end, and "22" at the northeast
end. A cloth type wind sock is located on the ocean side of the runway
at the northeast end.

Bunway marker lights are of the portable type.

One permanent hazard exists. A 300 foot tower is located approximately
300 feet south of the approach to the southwest end of the runway,

Peter-Oboe Airfield.

(a)

(b)

(d)

Location - 11° 30! 05" north latitude.
165° 241 18" east longitude,
Blevation -~ varies from 9 to 10 feet above lowest low tide level,

The runway is 4,500 feet long, in a bearing of 60 degrees, and is 150
feet wide, Construction consists of conpacted select crushed coral,
with gross weight capacities at the time of compaction as follows:

Single Wheel Dual Wheel Twin Tandem Wheel
30,000 1bs 45,000 1bs 100,000 1lbs

The runway is marked "6" at the southwest end, and "24" &t the northeast
end, A cloth type wind sock is located on the lagoon side of the strip
approximetely 1,500 feet from the southwest end of the runway.

Runway marker lights are of the portable type.
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8. It was proposed that construction start u m a& posaible in order not to

interfere vith test prog. oonst., end the Taravs/ Deom;ite to be construgied
last to avcid possible conjecture concerning build-up timing or deadlines
for PFG tests,

%+ All above plans are geteral only, and will be ohmged if and a» nom.
based on findings at sites and sonfersnces,

1G. 18D support to be requested only if absolutely neecessary to scoomplish mdsseion.
mmumpmmhmmmmmmmun of giing native
sub-contract labor where &nd as neceasary, if oocnsidered e u‘l.

%Jall. Meting adjourned at 1730 houra,
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coALLT TO

Veather: Clear
Matoasommranﬂzzm Tentative ITA Tarewa 1300 hours.

Party m of the following: UF
Cér. Rex Classification cancelled (er changed te F‘M UNI-Y

Osl, Richardson )
M. Wynkoop by autherity of

S——

Capt. HoDeniel uﬂummg chmge in classification)

'L, Bachert e : .
Mr, Danlep Llttrnrn, g/

", I y {Date}
o, Bnuiu'

1220 hours - Girilod Mekin, ineluding Eikati, and u‘bell sppears espentislly as
shown on navigationsl oharts with no epparemt LST landing areas without blasting
partial channel through cuter reef struoture and coral heads. Ve hope to get more
definite information et Tarawa.

Arrived end oircled Tarawa at 133C hours. Water landing at 1400 hours. Went ashore
on Biriki Islend, "

¥

Mr, Wynkoop, Cdr, Rex and Col. mmmon"hm meoting vith Commissicner, Mr. Bernscohi
and it was decided to0 site the'weather station on Betio Island et east end,

BIRIKI JSLARD - 5 JUNE 2955
keather: Clear
Left in launch for betic Imlend at 1000 hours.
Arrived Betio lsland at 1100 hours, Made survey of approved site on Betio Island -

completed survey at 160C hours. Arrived Biriki Island at 1700 hours. Take-off
from Bigdiki 1800 hours, '
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ECRVEY OF BETIO SITF

(n the way to Betio island by boat, a recon. of the reef was attemptcd to determine
tentative landing sitem; Lhowever, final decisi.n will follow detall soundings.

1, Area required and assigned pending concurrence of Fnglieh and U, &. state
depertments, is a rectengle (See drawing) approximately 520' x 3%' with the 320!
distance parallel to the length of the island and bounded on the north by the
lagoon snd on the south by the main island rosd. Aree includes a double oomerste
haif-subsurfaoce bunker, 30! x 51', suitable for storage. Emch bunker 1s 13' x 48!
and in good repair and with 3 eoq, roof cpeninge for ventillation and with & concrete
floor, (Sire and loeation on drawing), There are coconut trees spproximately 16'
high, laid cut in rows cm approximately 26! x LC' ctrs, end it will be posaible to
site buildinge to allovw the majority of thesc trees to remasin,

2, Soll is very sandy with very little bumus ané the sand and lcose ceral over-
burden varies from L® to 2'. Tt will not be necessary tc build roeds other than

s short access rosd (spprox. 200') to the camp site from the main island roed.

There is sufficient coral aggregite wvithin (00 feet of the camp site for stebilira-
tion and surfacing of eacoess road end cawp aress, This meterial is im a pile at
the roadside and wms originally intsndsd for corel runwey surfsce material by the

Japenese. (Approximately 30C ey).

3. Blasting will probably be requireé for setting of Navy ocubes for septic tenks;
hoveyer, corsl is generally loose and of a porous formetion that is well suited to
soptic tank operaticn., Thie system is used exclusively in the housing aress on
this island. Blasting may also be necsssery to clear a path for an LET; however,
not over 50-100 ot total blasting should be required for entire job.

4e Sufficient ageregate oan be gathered from the beaches; however, the majority
will be from 3//% to 2C mesh,

5. Begching Faollities

(A) The moat desirable besching wculd be on the lagoon reef with ar LS}
however, soundings taken the afterncon of 5 June, shgwed insuffieient depth for an
LST at this reef, The orly other chance at this point would be by L(" froa LSL.

The other beaching pessibility by IST is for a lending on the tip of the east
mole, which extends spproximetely SCC ft. from shore on the legoon side, but at the
opposite end of the island from the construction site. Some clearing of jJunked
invesion equipment would be necessary, but there is suffielent depth of water at
this peint. It was suggested that an LST enter the existing channel; however, it
vag agreed by Lt, Bachart anéd V¥, BReardall thst this was not feasgible due to
insufficient depth of water and restricted turn-around sres, A progrea of deepening
this channel is planned for the future, but nc date for this cen be eset, and it
would not be safe to plan on this work being done prior to the need for th: weather
staticn,
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It should be noted thet the off-loading of equipment and materials st this
(West) end of the island will involve the use of the existing island rosd system,
These roeds are not built for hesvy traffic and undoubtedly the roads used would
have to be rebuilt at the close of the construetion pericd, This rebuilding should
be estimated to include regrading, stabilising where necessary anc resurfacing,
This would involve approximetely 3 miles of road,

6., The conatruoction ares is well greded and essentially level, with no pits or
holes, Clearing between trees, including brush removal, eould easily be done with
e D-7 and blade. The eonstruction site is approximetely 3' above high tids, with
no appreciable difference in elsvation over the ares.

7.. ao’ 9-. and 10 (&' dnmg)-

SENBRAL:

There is a looal housing construction program on, ard no constructicn squipment
is availabls, sither in sghops or mobile. lLocal residents are very helpful, but any
aid other than on an emergency besis would seriougly hamper their own program end
should not be counted en, This site would indicste econorete floor slebs and the
maximn of prefab and preecut cemstruction, A cowpressor will be needed in sddition
to northl equipment, and temporsry power should be provided for construction es
local power is partial €0 and partial 5 eycle and #s nov overloeded. Housing end
messing facilities are pot aveilable for conetrugtion, snd recreation facilities
are crowded.

Arrived Kwejalein 2145 hours 5 June,




* Geather: Overcast, raining. BFH’G‘IA‘L—-HS-EQM
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Take-off at (845 hours - FBN 122612

| 2
(Gloar veathor by 0520 houra) Classification cancelled (or changed to DFM SE UNLY

oS
(Arrived hmmtok 3% hours) by autherit y .f /, SerS

(OfHcial aufh-rmng chang. in classification)
mt - Gdr, Rex -
Lt, Gol, Rlebardson - Crrr-S>

Lt. Bachert (Num. of perfon making the change} {Date]
Capt. MoDaniel
Mr, Wynkoop
Mr. Pleffenbach (AACS)
Mr, Dunlep
M. Beardall
4 Mrs Bernier

ETA Taonigh - 1130 hours.

Plan, in general, is to take pictures of the overall area from high altitade, drop
down and take detall pictures of entrence, procsed to islands, taking 5 shots

from essh side of atoll (with plates pre-uumbered to correspend to numbere on ghart).
Following asedal photos, wve will lacd and put cut boat for detall recon, After
tmn. off, additional pietufes of "site” lslend will be taken,

Stited Taongl at 1140 hours, Landed at 1230 houra. Take-off at 1620 hours,

with the exoeption of . Meffenbach wee transferred to the island, The island
has a steep sandy beach on the lagoon side. Beadh aversges 3:l1 slope and spprox.
30! wide, BEank is 7' - 10' high and island vidth as ehown on chart, end slopes
towmid oocssn side at spproximately 5% slope, Ocean siGe is sandy with exposed,
rovgh reefs at water line., This is a sand island, but with enocugh corsl aggregate
available for any ocmcrete work. Sand appears %0 be approximately 5C mesh to 20
megh, Shrubbery is low, vith no pelm or other high trees, ané could casily be
cleaered with a D-7 and blade or grader,

1. Camp site to be epproximstely 126' wide with edge approximately 4C'!' inland from
high bank on lagoon side. Length unlimited for site. (Sec pketches).

Z, Beil is sand with low shrubs tc be cleered, OGorsl rocks are on top of and in
sand; however, eand appeers 1o be 3'-6' deep,

3. Fo blmeting le necessary for eonstruction; however, several small coral heade
siiould be removed in approach to beacking srea. This would invelve only 1C to 20

sticks of dynamite. -
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" 4e Aggregate, coarse and fine, is plemtiful, W

5, Beach is well suited to landing LOU or LCK; however, fine sand will necessitate
traek equipment for hauling mobile equipment eshore and for pulling after being
landed

" JAOBIGI(Gont'd)

5%,

7. Distence from water line to camp site is approximmtely 100°.

8, B8ite is well guited to septic tanks and dlspersal fields, due to deep sand,
9« Construction site gpproximately 120' froam landing site, ) &

10, Construotion to be sited from chart as to brng. and wind, Ko mopuments or
permanent cutstanding surface features for ties,

BCOiEv The diffioculty at this station will be entry of craft through lagoon passage.
A great desl of turtulanee wae feen at low tide und markedly less at high tide, as
tide covers reef on either sids of passage. Several pictures wers taken pf this
passage at high and at low tides. By flying low over the passage, it appd not
over 50! wvide and sides and bottom are jagged. It will be necessary to blast pro-
Jeoctions from the lagoon end of this passage to0 allow entrance by en LOU. .

It would not be eecnomical to blast a passage through this reef to allow sn 1ST to
enter; hovever, an LCU or an LOM with an 15T anchared outside of the lageon could
acoomplish the job, provided that ecustruction was planned for equipment whiaeh gould
be carried on an IL.CH. IDue {0 trensportation diffioculties, if en LOH is used, the
winimun facility should be Sonstructed on this site. For purposes of mupport, it
vill be necessary to tuild a simple mole on the lagoon side, possibly & Navy cube
with doged fill behind in order that a smsll creft cen Be docked. (16' -~ 18! creft),

If 1¢ is declded to blast and remove the severul projections which would permit entry

by LCU, the standard facility eculd be constructed. This passege is easily reached
and blasting would be a relatively simple operation at low tide, except for the
turbulance. Two cases of dynamite should be sufficient for this blasting, As an
LCU 1e a relatively shallow draft vessel, it could negotiate this pessege gt hlgh
Yide as there ieg a 5! tide in this area,
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Weather: Cleer

Take-off at 1045 hours,

Landed at Ponape 1335 hours.

¢ar. Rex, Lt. Gol, Richardson, Capt. McDaniel end Mr, Wynkoop, met with Acting DISTAD,
Mr. Frenk Moulton, ret the assignment of ares suiteble for weather astation site,

At 1930 hours a meeting was held, attended by Gdr. Rex, Lt, Coly Richardson, Cept.
MoDaniel, 1t Bachert, Mr, Dunlap, Mr, Dieffenbach, Mr, Beardall, the Acting Resident
Comaissicner and the plane pilot,

We were adviged that at the earlier meeting 4t bad been decided to site the weather
station on Fumatehachi Islend.

The general plan for 8 June 1955, is as follows:

1. Early flight to Kapingamerangi and siracle atoll once and eircle Greenwich
Passage twios (or as necessary) for photogrephs.

2, land as near Fumatshachi Island as possible and Mr. Dunlap and Lt. Bachert,
Mr, Dleffembuoh, Capt, MoDaniel, Mr. Beardall and Mr. Bernier will go ashore by raft.
Cdr. Rex, Lt. Col, Rlcherdson, M, Moulton snd Mr. Wynkoop are to texi to Touhou Island
for oonfirmation of siting with the King of this group of islsnde,

3. M. Dunlap to be in charge of party for siting and Mr, Beardall and Lt, Bachart
vill proceed to Greenvich Passage for marine recon, and recommendations for passage
through channel, Mr, Dunlap and rest of party to select and locate suitable weather
site on Fumatshachi Island,

“he Entire party to teke-off as soon as possible to return to Ponape in daylight,
to save time of returning to Eniwetok for lighted night landing.

5. Plan is for party to return toc Ponape for night of 8 June, pick up Jack

Youngstrom, and travel to FKusale 9 June, surveying site, leaving Commiasioner at Kusale
and returning to Eniwetok ¢ June, p.m. General meeting 10 June,

PONAPE TO KAPINGAMARARGI
8 JUNE 1955
Weather: Clear

Take-off at 0845 hours for Fumatehachi Islend (Weather station site) and Touhou Island
ETA 1000 hours.

Arrived at Kepingamarangi Atecll, plane landing at Fumatahachi Island at 0950 hours.
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 POMAPE TO KAPIXGAMAFANGI (Contimmed)

Take-off from Kspingamarangi at 1345 hours,
See sketches for existing plan of island and for proposed weather station lsyout.

1, Ares required for site as shown on sketeh, Palm trees will have to be
removed at building site. East end of 4sland will be site for radio antemnss, as
antenna field toward northeast must be olear, No pilm trees at the extreme east end,
Site conourred in by Mr., Dieffsnbach,

2. Soil is rocky loose ooral with palm tree humus, Good for building eite -
1little or no sand an mein body of island. ‘

3. HBlasting would be required for Navy cubes for septic tanks; howvever, doser
might be able o excavate. R ooral heads near lsnding area, but are not obstruction
to landing LCU, _

4e Adequate send and cocerse coral sggregite on besches for all eoncrete work.

5. Beaching facilities adequate for LCU and possibly for LST. See sketch for
landing locetion, slightly west of ecenter of island and on North (lagoon) side. Sandy
narrow (20') beach rising appreximetely 211 slope from water. Beach o,k, for tracks
and/or rubber tired vehicles. ‘ A

6. Ieland is generally flat with mixed oorsl and hums surface, Body of island
is 4! ebove high tide line, Trees will have to be removed from building site and shrubs
from east end for antemna poles.

~—

7, Approximately 30' from high tide line to building eite.

8, No sandy areas found for disposal field - suggest oceen cutfall,
9. Ses 7,

10, See sketches,

Inlet to lagoon, Safe passage for LCU and blasting required at entrence to lagoon if
LST is used in lagoon. Recommend LSD support snd LCU for construction.

Arrived at Ponape et 1700 hours.

%
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%nther& &ﬂ; rain -' overcast e e
Take-of€ t‘m W at 0945 hou¥s. “ Do e
Landed 'at mfu- me hours. Take-off at 1615 hours.

Arrived at mwtok 1910 haurl. >

aea.vy n:mmn during site recon,

Weather station site tentatively seleeted, while at Ponape and during discussion with
Jack Youngstrom, {on whose land existing weather station is located), vas extension of
area of present weather station. BSurvey of this site revealed that available ares is
fadly obstructed (see sketch) with existing buildings which cannot be moved, Existing
veather ¢peratiocns building is at separate site, snd while building is in poor comdi-
tion, site is good froa a metsorclogicel standpoint, but lease on this site ip doubtful,

It wvas recommended that an attempt be made to secure lease to Besin Point, vhich has
sufficient area, is well suited metecrologically and is adspted for LCU/LST lending,
This property is owned by the Congregational Ghurch, and Cmdr, Rex wvill attempt to
secure lease uitb help of DISTAD in Honolulu,

1. Area for station: (A) Besin Pt,, adequate

(B) Existing stetion site to be checked after layout
from field notes.

2, Soil both eites, lcose rocks and loam, Tree clearing (moderate) on Besin
Point only,

3. Blasting not anticipated either site.
L. MAdequatec source of coarse and fine aggregate near both sites,

5. Beaching available both sites; however, gmall amount of work required at
Begin Point,

6. General contour existing weather station site is smooth with 3% slope to bank,
8ite at Berzin Point generally smooth, but will need approximately 600-800 cublc yards
fill on southwest corner.

7. Both sites at shore and roads.

8., Check advisability of lagoon sewsr outfall in view of small aree of site
and natural slope to water.

9. Landing site at construction site, in each case.

10. See chart No. 5420, marked up.
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