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BROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LABORATORY

ASSOCIATED UNIVERSITIES. inc. K-

UPTON. L.I.. N.Y. 7EFER

TEL YAPHANK 4 6262

Mav 1, 1961

Mr. Jonathan B, Binghan
U. S. Representative to the
Trusteesnip Council of the linited NationsOo 2

2 S U. S. Mission to the United Nations
m $ 2 Park Avenue
+ gd New York 16, N.Y.
2 2

Dear Mr. Bingham:

< As you requested in our interview of April 29th, the
following information concerns the last annual medical
Survey carried out in the Marshall Islands in March, 1°61.

The following personnel participated in the survey:
“ From the United States, 5 medical experts; 5 medical tech ~

~
~
,

nicians, Prom the Trust Territory Department of Public
Health, 1 physician; 1 dentist; 1 medical practitioner; 4
Marshallese technicians and 1 Marshallese interpreter, In
addition, there were about 5 Marshallese who assisted, generally,
with the examinations,

It was necessary to carry out examinations on other Islands
in addition to Rongelap since some of the people have moved to
these Islands. The following groups were examined at the
dates indicated,

Exposed Rongelap
Location Dates To Fallout People Total

 

 

26 35
23 30

* 118 201

Kwajalein Mar. ll, 12
Majuro Mar. 14,15,16
Rongelap Mar. 20 + 31 8

R,
s People Une xposed

W
~1
0

*Includes children of exposed,

The medical survey included the following examinations:

l. Interval medical histories,

2. Complete physical examinations including special cancer
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detection studies, growth and development measurements in
children, and aging studies,

3. Comolete hematolovical exa:inations including white
blexd cell comnts, red blood cel! counts, differential counts,
hematocrit, hemoglobin, special smears for alkaline phoscha «
tase and basophile counts, and in certain cases, reticulocyte
counts. Blood samples wera brought back for other sitdies
such aS iron, calcium, and phospnorous determinations, choles-
terol levels, etc., to be carried out in Laboratories in the
lnited Sta.es,

4, Urine analyses, routine anc coliections for radicchemical
analysis,

S. Food collections for radiochemical analysis,

°: Xeray examinations for FOWth and development studies in
tidren, ana chest plates in acults,.

7e Whole vody counts (gamma snectroscopy) were carri.€ out to
determine the levels of radicactivity in the reople using the
2D1-ton steel room on board ship.

The medicel cata has mot as vet been analyzed mt it can
Stated that there were po amnarent illnesses or cisanilities

>lated to radiation effects anc the state or nutrition appeared
be generaily cood and about the sine as has meen nuted in

e past years. There had been no ceaths in the past . ar in
-e exposed population,

I woulc like to review again, briefly, some of the con =
nlaints the iionrelap people expressed at a meeting we helc
with them on our recert survey. These c:mplalnis I ungerstand
were about tie same that were expressed to the United Nations
group. some of the people complained of feelin. weak tut we
found no mecical reason for such a complaint, Thev complained
avain this vear about poisoning »y certain iish, inferring that
it was the resuli of fallout. ‘They claim that certain fish have
a black svot in their abdomen, wnicn they velzeve is a result

1182128

M
N
T
M



BROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LASORATORY

ASSOCIATED UNIVERSITIES. INC

UFTON LILN Y REFER

aan LeiaNK 3 bt ene

Somatian 3. tire has May Ll, 1°61

7a)of radiation and causes tre si . — actual radiation
levels in the taish is extremely Lav and since Fish poison «
ine has heer oresert in these isiands lon. vefore tke fall -«
CULL ALT Vent, t ere is no annarent reason to connect radiaticn
with imas corniaint. Tho onty item in their diet which is
forbidden toem is tie ef conur cron ang this is due to the

lectiveis concentrate Strontium-90,fact that these cratcs se
Coconut crats are considered a delicacy by th voeople and
they are disprurtle i by the fact thevtre not allowed to eat
them. Radioactivity levels in otner touods are quite low
and considered quite safe for corsumption. Another com ~

olaarnt was “hit the cocenuts were small anu tnat there were
eertain charves ir coeconuic and sandanus trees, which they be =

Lieve are cue T9 falleut. itr is true trav trere are some pe -
cniiariiies ay the vesreravoon oF fhe northernmost iSlands (which
TeCe Ved A MUCH heavier wose of radiation), but it is not Known
whether f£yese peculiarities re ocue to radiation, At any rate,
the number Oo) coconut trees involwea annear small and would not
Likely, tA 3) ominaery influence tie:r economy, Another com -~
Plaint that | had not *eard berore was that several people had
rotten inflammation ang oL.ster:nt of the vouth from eating
arr ras due to radiation, Againcwroot rlour, Woich they beiieve w

e radiation ievels in t:is laut is

K

t
L

a r
T 2 ver. Low and could not pro-

ly ciat these effects re -
he ¢: our, which has been

uce sch 2 rects., Po sgseenvrs more Li

sulted rrom improper preparation oo:

a

Krew 6S arg ce such evaptoms, The roenormal baby that was born
ard died atter 3 tes days (Can wrcephalic? was born of an unexpcsed
WOHAP GPG bt cseS ot relr thar vadtaticn hod anytiing to do with
thas,

nope that the above inror: areron will be of some help to

you. We cbeeuld cave mere of the daia analyzed by the time the
frusteeshin Council meets in Jure ana T will ‘e glad to furnish
any lartoer inferration ihat ya: ay want,

Tt was a pirasure meetin with wou an.. T hope that you will
Lehave an oppert yo sorte tine TO visit we mere at irookhaven,

Sincerlv yours,

a Sf ety Me

RAC TAK Robert A, Conard, M.D.
Mecie:rlL kesearch Center
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