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Dear Genorel Guosada:

The Atomic Energy Commission has been eble te review briefly your
adrart report to the Joint Chiefs of Staff regarding possible rearrange=<"—~~
ments in the GRESNHOUSE program to meet the realities of the military
situation in the Pacific.

ve have noted thet the Los Alamos Laboratory. is prepared, through i
tr. Graves, to reduce the number of test sites from four te three, and
to defer the target date to April 15, 1951, and we spprove these
chenges,. We arc confident further that Or. traves has given careful
attention to other possible sevings in Amued Ferves support, and that
a watehful aye wilh oe kept on the possibility of effecting even
further economies as the situation may develop. We appreciate, too,
that you have sereensd, and will contimue to sereen, the military re-
quirements essential to your tasks, and that the entire operation will
be conducted om an economical basis. . S
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f However, wa would like to emphasise the point that some apparent is
bs econoaies would in fact be false economies, Tho foreseeable gains in a
aL our position in atemle weapons, both lanedlate ami Long term, which may a
ea& ba expected from these tests are of such a magnitude that we would stand [fh

esyn ui very fim against any reduction in the scope of the work which would iG
rey RSL raise serious questions as to the ability of the sclentifie group to ~ nO
' a2 collect the vital elemcats of the data which are involved. ‘fo believe =
© eeN that some of the reasons for our strong view in this setter wlll be Bo
oN ye apparent from following considerations. | |

-] 
Sith regard to the longer term, thet is, tha next threa to f4ve years,
ther are two principal points: .
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a
MS A» The Commission is viving high priority te the developmennh
8 of the Hirdrogen Tomb. “a know of no way more effecLive to atcolerate
Ss theoretical prepress toward thio woapon than ty conducting full scale oh

experiments ap soon os tan Laboratory ls reacys» The Laboratory believes -
that thoy will. be ready for the firat sudh sxporinent next Spring. We
must therefora plan to make it Boseclble Aor this testtobeconductor |
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We have no doubt that the long term military and scientific
interests, ap outlined immediately above, are generally understood; we
repeat thom here primarily for the purpose of completing a picture.

“With regard to short-term implications, we are aware that, in troublous
times such as these, the pressures are often very great to postpone for
a few weeks or months, projects of long term significance when they
compete with the severe requirements of the current situation. We are

therefore devoting the remainder of this memorandum to the significance
of the planned test progrom as viewed in the light of the short term
requirements as we understand them.

A rather wide field of atomic weapon possibilities is beginning to open
out before us, and some improvements of very great importance seen
possible of attainment within six to eighteen months following a success~
ful test program.
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In addition to these imsediately possible new cores and this

now pit, there is a military requirement for lighter and smaller weapons.

     

fdequate instrumentation of the GBNTTEDUSE tests has one additional
and especially significant bearing on Pature teste and on the conduct
of military opeaxatilongse ivory effort will ba made in GREENHOUSE to
éevalop new test mothors and ta enlibrate new instrumentation which will

Widke possuible much less claboratu preparations Por future proof tesise

it saems reasonable to assume thal with two woll instrumented tower shots
at Pniwetek next Spring we mey Ua able to proo’ teab subsequent PMesion
weapons by a relatively simple air drop over oven wabher. “e would also
hope thus to make avedlabla te the Amand Forces air borne instruments
for pussille cémbat use, to faclliteate assousment of strike danage,

se hope than the above outline of our vlews on the possibilities in the
weapons Dlold will be of asalstance to you in. the course of your prepars-
tions for CALENHOUGEN. We find in these possibilities, particularly as
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regards cashing in on them in the short term, completely unassailable
reasons why an adequately instrumented and carefully conducted
GREENHOUSE program of the scope pénerally as planned, and in the Spring
of 1951, is an essential to the National security, growing more urgent
in fact as the world situation deterloratas. We feol, furthermore,that
the availability of an alternate site, or sites, for standby develop-
ment is required. We plan to continue our exploration of this matter
to the end that GRANHOUSE may positively be accomplished, whatever
emergency may arise affecting Eniwetok.

Sincerely yours,

UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

Sumer T. Plke
Aeting Chairman

Lt. Genoral Elwood R. Quesada, US.
Commander, Joint Task Force Three
Vashington 255 De Oe
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