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The stomlc Inergy CGomalssion hss been sble to roview briefly your

draft roport to the Ja:int Chilefs of staff regarding possible wearraige=—— "~
ments in the CREINHOUSE program bo meot the realities of the miiliary

altuation in the I’*s.ciﬁ'ic.

V¢ have nowd that the Los Alamwcs Labombsw is pmpawd, tnrou&h Q
Ure Gravesy bo reduce the number of test sites from four to three, and
to defer the target ciia‘m. to April 15, 1951, and we approve these
changos., Wa am confident further that Ur. (Oraves hag glven careful
atbenidon to other possible savings in Amed Forces support, sud thab
a watchful eye will be kepl on the possibility m: effecting oven
further economies as tho siluatien may develop. ¥Wa approciabe, too,
that you have sercensd, and will conbinue to screen, the military re-
quirements essentlal o your tasks, and that the entire operation will

be conducted on an econuomical bosise o , : ?53,
; ) ; o
] However, we would like to exmphesize the point that some apparent 5
fs ¥ egonomlds would in foct be falso econvmies. The foresceable gadns in =
B our poesiticon in atomle woapons, Loth lmmedizte and long term, which may 3
\?f -ﬁi be expected from these tests are of such a magnitude thot we would gtand |B
€ D_,A;\b & vory fim agalnst any reduction in the scope of the work which would 4
Ty ralss serious questions as to the ability of the sclentilic group to 5
P ¥ collect the vital elements of the dabas which are involved. %o beliave = |,
SN thad pome of the reasons for our strong view in this metter will be i
SN Y apparent from following considerations. _ ’ .
vl . . . . ]
: oh regard Lo the longer torm, that lgy the noxt thiree to five years,
s nhsam are twe pr'iz‘mlya.t pointas '
SN
8 fs  The Commlssden is plving high priority to the dovelopment
o of the Hydrogen Fomb. e know ol no way moere effective to ascolerate
B theoretical progress toward thio weopon than by conducting full scale

asxpariments as soon us Lo Laborutory 1s ready. The Laboratory bolieves
that they wild be ready for the firat such cxzperiment next Sprihg. Ve V
nmuat therefore plan o make 1t pos: sible for this test %o h&__ﬁﬁndmmd‘m ST
LG.,
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, ¥e have no doubt that the long term military and scientific
interects, as outlined jmmedlately sbove, are generally understood; we
repeat them here primarily for the purpesc of completing a ploture.

ith regard to short~term implicalions, we are aware that, in troublous
times such as these, the pressures are often very great to postpons for
~a few wecks or monbhs, projects of long tem significance when they
compete with the scvere requirements of the current situation. Ve are
therefore devoting the remalunder of this memorandum to the significance
of the plamned test program as viewed in the light of the short term
requirenents as we understond thom. :

A rather wide field of atomic weapon possibllities is bepinning to open
out before us, and some improvements of very great importance seem
possible of atlainment within six to eighteen months following a success—
ful test program. '







¢. Hon-¥uclsar Geapon Assemblies

In addition to thess immediately possible new cores and this
now pit, there is a militery reuuirement for lighter and pnallar WeRpons.

Aeguate instrumentation of tho GREVHHOUSE tests has one ndditional

and especially sigificent bearing on Puture tests and on the conduch
of milltery oparations. bLvary efflort will be made in GREENHOUSE to
dovoelop naw bost rebthocds ond to ealibrabe new instrumentatdon which will

Cmake pogudble much less olaborste preparations for future proof tests.

b spems reasonable to ssoume thab with twe woll instrumented tower ghols
at Fniwotok nexb dpring we wmay Lo eble o prool lest pubsomquent figsion
wedapons by o rolatively simple alr deop over open wabter. e would also
hope thus to make available to the Arued Porces ailr borne ingtruments
for possille céumbat use, to facllitete assoassuent of sirike danage.

ve hope that the above outline of owr views on the poosibilitics in the
woopons flold will be of asalstance to you in the course of your prepare—

tlong for CREFIHOUIN. ¥eo find in these posgiblilitles, particnlarly as
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regards cashing in on them in the short tem, completely unassailable
reasons why an adequately instrumented and carefully conducted
GREENHOUSE program of the scope génerally as planned, and in the Spring
of 1951, iz an espentiel to the National security, growing more urgent
in fact as the world siltuwation deterioratas. ¥We feel, furtheraore, that
the availability of an alternate site, or sites, for standby develop-
ment 1s required. Ve plan to continue our exploration of this matter
to the end that GREMNHOUSE may positively be accowmplished, whatever
emergency may arise affocting Fniwetok.

Sincerely yours,

UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

Sumner 7. Pike
Aeting Chalrman

Lbs Genoral Hlwood ER. Eguésada, USAF
Commpander, Joint Task ¥orce Three
E’if'ashington 253 De Co»
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