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UNITED STATES

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

Jamiary 11, 1954

  

Memorandum For General Fields

Mr, Strauss discussed the attached

letter with the President this morning and

you will note that the President initialed

and okehed both pages of it.
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Form AEC-124( Temporary)
(11-53) u, S. ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
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The attached Top Secret document contains information, the security aspect of which is paramount and unauthorized disclo-
sure of which would cause exceptionally grave damage to the nation. This document shall be circulated only to the minimum

number of persons authorized to have and requiring the information in the performance of their duties. This document may
not be reproduced without the authority of theofficial whose authenticating symbol appears thereon or higher authority in the

Atomic Energy Commission. Handling, storage anddestruction of this document must comply with specific procedures set
forth in security regulations. This is NOT A RECEIPT but a record of persons who have read or had disclosed to them any
part of the document identified above. Except for Department of Defense personnel who shall submit semiannual inventories
for AEC Top Secret documents as prescribed byappropriate Department of Defense directives, inventory reports of pos-
session for Atomic Energy Commission Top Secret documents shall be submitted by the custodian to the Central Document

Control Office, Atomic Energy Commission, 1901 Constitution Avenue, N. W., Washington, D, C.,
tober 31 of each year,

on April 30 and Oc-

 

Each person who receives this Top Secret document or reads any part of it shall sign his name and include the other

information requested in the space provided below,
 

NAME
(First name, middle initial and last name)

ACTIVITY
(Division, Branch, Section or Office) DATE
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Dear Mr. President: Document no,tat 2AS/SA. an
4AZ/3

This letter is written to obtain approval for executing the full-

scale atomic test program planned to begin on March 1, 195h, and

scheduled to extend through April 195), at the Pacific Proving
Grounds. CASTII, the code name assigned to the operation, has |
been planned in coordination with the Department of Defense and | |

‘that agency has designated Joint Task Force SEVEN to support the |

Atomic Iknergy Commission in the execution of the test. The i
Department of Defense has coordinated with the Atomic Energy

Commission in formulating a weapons effects vrogram which will
be executed in conjunction with the test series. It is plamed

to detonate not more than seven shots in the CASTLE series.
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The President , -2—

In the event that it should become necessary to increase the amounts
of fissionable and/or fusionable material to the extent of not more

than ten percent beyond the amounts given above, it is requested

that the above authorization include approval for such increase

without further reference to your office.

Respectfully yours, Oe o

Qeuxte ey wee

Lewis L. Strauss

Chairman

Bnelosure:

Description of Thermonuclear CE |

Weapon Prototypes and Devices

for Test at CASTILE   
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