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C. L. Dunham, M. [,, Director July 29, 1957
Division of Biology and Medictine

Gordon M. Dwuinirg, Haalth Physicie-

Divigion of *{inlogs and Medici:ne

GAMMA RESURVEY - HONGELAF {SLak

I thought yo. wou.lc ne interestec ir t.e resurvey made of Rongelap
Island at our request prior to the reton of the Rongelapesa. The
attachesd memrrandur wrd maps sumsarize these data. You will note
the average (=rzm isme rate was about .03 wr/hr (0,26 r per year)
et the =ime . “lLe zeasuremsnt on June <5, 1957. This substantiates
our precictic: mste “0o the Commiseior .ast winter that "It is diffi-
cult to extrapo.swe precisely far into the future, bu} the data
suggests that the gamxma dosesa on Rongelap lasland de not greatly
exceed (1f g+ ' ¢ reentgens Tor tre first year of rscccupancy
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K. B, Fiv dn, Quparal Manager

C. L. D\.mlmm, M, D., Director
Division of Eiology and Mas'=libw

RADTATIOM LEBVFLS On avRGELAF 1SLAn

Ir our 8taff Paper AEC 125/30, date{ Feruary 6, 1957 concerning
the return of the Rongelapese to their home island, we predicted

. - - 1t {s 4ifficult to extrapolate precisely far into the future,
but the data suggest that the gamma dosss on Rongelap Island would
not greatly exceed (if at all) .~ roentgens for the first year of
recccupancy, with esser doses ‘n s1bsejusnt years, «~ - -

On June 25, 1957, just prior tw the actual retura of the Rongelapese,
a radiological survey was made of the gamma levels on Rongelap Island.
These data were attached in the form of a memorandum with accompany-
ing maps “rom Mr. Ernest Wymkoop toc Dr. Gordon M, Dunning. You will
note that the average gamma dose ra‘.e on the Islend on Jume 25, 1957
was about .7 zilliroemtgems per nuz (,2% roentgens per year).

You may wiab te transmit this information to Dr. Libby, since he
has manifeatec keer interest im the. s zatters,

Enclosuren 17

1. Memv to Gordon M. Dunning, DBM {r Ernmest Wynkoop,
Chf Eniwetok Br., Test Div., EPG, dtd 6/27/57
sul " amma Radioclogice. Spvev ¢f Rongelap and
Aneastok Islande 1
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