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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE SECRETARY OF vavwsv
THE SECRETARY OF INTERIOR 63 RELUAD CEPY
_CHAIRMAN, ATOMIC E ERGY COID{ISSION

SUBJECT: Status Report, Cleanup of Bikini Atoll (U)

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

1. References:

a, Presidential letter for Secretary ¢l Interior, dated 12 August
1968, subject: Rescttlement cf Bikini Atoll

e letters for Secretary of Defense and Chairman,
Commission, Gated 12 August 1268, subject: Resett;ement
1,

. Director., Joint Staif llemorandum ,
+
T

-89 for Dircecter, Defense
s

Atomic Support Agcncy, dated IC January G, subjeci: Bikini Atoll,
DOD Support for Clecaring Cperation.

2. Reference a reguesied the Department of the Inrtericr to develod a
program to resettle the former natives on Bikini, and reference
requested the DBepartment of Defense (LOD) znd Atomic Energy Commission
(AEC) to assist the Departimeant of Interior and the High Commissioner
of the Trust Territery, Pacifiic, in that rcsetilement, AsS a pre—
requisite to it, the B0D and ithe AZC jointly zgreed to cleor Bikinid
Atell of resicuals fyom its use for nuclear testing which could be
nazarcous to the agtives or could Intericre with theilr asgricultural s
tse of the land, ond refcrences ¢ ond O cesignated Director, Defense
atomic Sunwnert fgeacy (TALSAE) o9 MO i ¢
clegnup, Funding in amcunts of A

provided for cleznul oncraiions

to be provided by tuac Doparimen
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2. On 18 February a joint military and civilian
‘comprising 26 men with eguipment, landed on the
becan cleanup operations. 'This Task Group {(J7G

~contractor Tack Group,
Atcll by ship and
8.8) is commanded by

Colonel J. W, Rawlings, USAF, and is a componcat of Joint Task Force
EIGET, DASA, By 23 February the former zir girip on EXYU ISLAXND,
Bikini, was opcerational and certiized for Military Airlift Command
flight cperations.

4, The Bikini Task Group currently conpriscs z totzl of 40, of whom
17 are military. Dr. Jdack A. Tobin, & reprozentative of the Trust
Territories adminigiration, is prescent k nsult on
indivicdual elenents of cleanup reguirex The work is proceeding
satisfactorily. As of end-April it was ap simetely 5% complete,
which permits rezlistic avnpraical ~211 task, No cignificant
cperationzl difficuliies have been experienced zad nonc are forecast.
A detailed listirng cf krown cleanup iﬁems, with pilanned disposition,
is being prepared as @ basis for inter-ager concurrence on the
cemnletion of the AEC-DOD tasks., Present cotinste is that the lztier
czn te completed by Octcober 188S if the ne ~y additionzl funds in
the cmeunt of $700,0C0 =zre available by I GES.

5. Specific comment on the funding situztion auxd reguirements will be
the subject of scparzte correspondence,
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