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The Department ofEnergy and Its Heritege: The Department of Energy (EXOE} is one ofthe
mast diverse agencies in the Federal government. Tk was crested in 1977from a score of
organizational entities from a dozen departments and agencies DCE encourages the
development ofenergy technologies in several areas--soler, gecthermal, fossil fuel, and auclear. Ix
develops technologies aimed at promoting conservation of energy resources. DOE is one of the
largest Federal agency supporters ofbasic scientific research and manages a research complex that
includes some ofthe nation's premuer laboratories. DOE helns formulete national policies for
energy use and development. Perhaps surprisingly tomany, DOE also runs the nuclear weapons
research, development, and praduetion complex ag well 2a asaociated dismantlement and clean up
activities.

DOP's suclear heritage comes from the Work Wer If Manhattan Project which built the arormuc
bomb. ‘The threads ofDOE's involvement with muview issues and programs run thromsh the
following agencies: the Manhsttan Eneineer District (1942-1947), the Atomic Energy
Comnussion (1947-19741, and the Energy Research and Development Administration (1975-
1977). DOE sot only took over functions, cultures, and traditions fromthese egencies, it also
inherited records trom them. Ofthese agencies, the longest hved aml most controversial was the
Atomic Energy Commission (ARC). The ARC aleo created a greater volume of records than any

other DOE predecessor axency and, sot surprisingly, DOE snl has custody of a substantial
vokune ofAR records.



The Atomic Energy Commission: Fromits inception m 1947 until ite abolition in 1974, the
ABC carried out o Congressional mamdate for a large federal role in stomic enerey development.
The AEC maunained programs for nuclear weapons research, development, production, and
testing; production of plutoniun and weapons grade urankem, milling and refining ofuraniumore;
momedical research into the effects of radiation and nuclear weapons, basic suclear research in
Helds such as chemistry, physics, and metallurey, development ofnuclear reactors, promotion of a
crilian auchear power industry; and conduct of imernational Atams-for-Peace activities. Ip was
unicue among federal agencies im combining responsibilities to both promote and regulate a
technology. Tt promulgated official regulanons to govern the conduct ofofficials implementing
many of these programs.

in 1947 the AEC assumed control of research and production fhailites created by the Manhattan
Engineer District (MED) during World War TL. The fecilities were scattered trom coast to coast,
with the primary oues being located in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, Hantord, Washington, and Los
Alamos, New Mexico. The MED operated them through comracts with private universities, such

as the UniversityofCalifornia, and private companies, such as Dubont and Union Carbide. To
develop the atomic bom, the MEP? established ¢.compies ofproduction slants and ishoratories
im which the government owned the facilities but tanned the expertise of Indusiry and universities |
through contracting ont the task of operating them.

The AECdid not change the MED's system ofgovernment-owned, combractor operated (CHO)
facilities. To provule government oversight of contractor operated facilities some distance from
Washington, the AEC initially created five Held centers of operanons and gave them broad
delegations ofauthoriry. Each was to manage a different part of agency programs, and exercised
broad authority within Heute set by AEC Washington headquarters. Each, however, was to have
unusual initietive and freedom ofaction as lone as R operated within general policy guidelines set
oy Washington.

The Richland Operations Office: At Richland the ARC had to oversee a large plutonium
production complex. Intual site construction had started in 1943 and within 2 years an enormous
complies was in place. By une 1944 aporeximarely 39,000 workers labored to complete
Hantord. By war's end they had built a chatootum production facility consisting of three suclear
production reactors, three chemical separations plants, and other ancillary plants. In accordance
with the MED"s practice ofemploying private industry to construct and operate the atomic bomb
develoument complex, B.1. DuPom de Nemours and Company constructed and operated the site.

Because this facility wes oo large amd complex. in 1947 the AEC crested a field center of
operations whose sole task was te supervise the Hanford plutonium production facility. Called
the Ciffice ofHanford Directed Operations, the AEC soon changed its name to the Hanford
Operations Office, and. then a decade lgter, to the Richland Operations Office. The office was
located in Richland. Washineton, a Tew miles from the Hanford praduction ste. Unhke seme
ather ABC operations offices, the (Hfice of Hanford Txrected Cperations supervised actrvities,

i
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virtually all of which were conducted at one site by one contractor.

By this time DuPont had ceased to be Hanford’s prime contractor and General Electric had
acquired the managing and operating contract and assurned reaponsthilityfor producing
nintonium. As well as overseeing site phuonium production activities, the operations office had
io ensure 4 smooth transition from DuPont to General Rlectric. in this periad, facilities, euch as
the Hantord Laboratories, which conducted research on the ological effects ofradinactive
material, were also established at the site. Cne laboratory cussion was the study ofthe effects of

radioiodine, which was emitted ag 2 waste product from the chemical separationsclams. :

Hanford production facilities expanded fom 1947 te 1933 to meet Cold and Korean War
demamis for more nuclear weapons, During this period five additional production reactors were
built at Hanford Thus, the Hantord Operations Office haul to overses 4 large construction
program while it supervised increasingly efficient phuoniun production activities, By 1249
approximately 63,000people lived in the Richland ares, end most ofthem were employed in the
plant or at the operstions office. At that time the Hanford plants emploved more than one-fourth
ofall contractor personne! engaged in operating atomic energy plants and two-thirds of all
construction workers engaged im bullding atomic enerey glants.

By the mid 1950s the operations office was overseeing the operation ofeight production reactors
at Hanford. The resctors were run aroundthe clockand immrovements to the three reactors built
during the war allowed them to be run at higher than desmmed powerlevels. In the 1960s, one
additional reactor, called the Mew Production Reactor, went ime operstion at Hanford. Kk was
dual purpose reactor, designed to oreduce phionium and electric power. Like the other Hantord
reactors, it was graphite maderaied and water cooled.

By the mui 1960s the AEC had met all Depariment ofDefbnse requirements for nuclear weapons
production and had created 2 huge arsenal of nuclear weapons. Accordiuly, President Lyndon
%. Johnson decided to reduce nuclear materials orowhuction and presented it as a disarrnament
measure in his 1964 State of the Union address. As 4 resull, over the next seven years, the AEC
shut down all Banfhrd production reactors, save for the New Production Reactor.

Ag this ime the Hanford ares was 2 one uulustry town. Agoroumately 8200 people worked
either in site plants or m the operations office. Virtually all were dependent directly or indirectly
on plutonienproduction activiies. The AEC, accordingly, tock steps to keep the area
economically viable by undertaking ite Hanford diversification program, aiming to tring new
industry and contractors nie the aren. The operations office’s maior task curing the remainder of
the decade was to oversee the Hanford diversification program for the ABC.

The AEC moved quickly to implement the diversification program. In 1964 the AEC committed
to the use ofmultiple comractors at the sive and selected Battelle Memorial Institute of Cohunbus,
Chic as one of the first ofthem. In 1965 Battelle contracted to run the Hanford Laboratories,
newly designated as Pacific Northwest Laboratory. The AECthen decided to bulld the Fast Plax

he
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Test Facility (FPTP), to test fiels and materials which would be used in breeder reactors, af

Honford. Construction ofthe PFTF began m 1970 and took twelve years ta complete. The AEC
uiso located other projects there, such as the Hanford Contammnent Sestems Experiment, designed
to investigate aspects ofthe safety of ight water reactors.

in 1975 the ARC was abolished and the Richland Operations Office became a part ofthe Energy
Research and Development Administration (ERDA}. Under BRDA the operations office
employed 303 personnel io oversee 2272 contractor employees engaged in plutonium production
sctisiuies, The anmual bulpet tor this came to about S71 million. In 1977, however, ERDA was

abolished and the Richlanw) Cnerations Office became a part ofthe Department of Energy.

In 1987, several mouths after the Chernotry! nuclear reactor accident, the New Production
Reactor wag shut down. The reactor was similar im design to the Chernobyl reactor and safety
concernsled to the shuidown. Afterward, most of the site's resources were devoted to managing
the environmental legacy lei by decades ofphuonium production. The Richland Operations
Ciive's job was transiormed fom overseeing plutonium production to managing environmental
cleanup and waste products. Uf also overseus the research, development, ari commercialization

oftechnologies for waste management, clean-up, and envirormnental restoration. The potential
health consequences sssociated with the operation of the complex wag 2 serious concern among
many whe live, or have lived, acer the site. As a result, Hanford iz currently involved in several

health related studies amd the operations office manages DOE's involvement with these activities.

Richland Operations Office Inactive Records: The operations office retains custody of
records created as long age as the Warld War 0 Manhattan Project. This means thet i has
custody of federal reconds from a murber ofoperations offices organizations which functioned
unier the MED, AEC, ERDA, or DOE. Due to the ABD Hantord diversification program, 1 also
bag custody of records from several different contractor organizations, among them Dulont,
Crenersl Blectric, and the Hanford Mnvironmental Health Foundation.

The operations office generally controls mactive records on the records bow level. Thus, mast
finding aids to Richland Operations Office records consist of Inventories ofthe contents of
individual boxes of records. The mventories appear on Records Transter Request forms which
ist the organization which created an individual box of records. The forms, however, do not
indicate whether the boxes were parts oflarger groupe of records retired at the seme the.

Originally many of the records shout site activities were classified. The Richlend Operations
Ofiice has now declassified many of tis older documents in response to inigation and to meet
other needs. It has placed many ofthese documents in ite public reading roomy thus much ofthe
contents of the boxes leted on the atteched Records Transfer Request forms may be available in
the Richland sublic reading room As scon as the documents are available, they will be linked Lo
the Hanford Home Paye at bin/hawhanfordgov/dewreadinghom.



Richland Operations Office Inactive Records-Selected Historical Materials: The atiached
records bax inventories list seme ofthe oldest and most mepartantrecords in the custody ofthe
operations office. They contain key documents about site selection, construction, and production
activities under the Manhattan Engineer District and a reasonably complete set of operations
office press releases issued hetween 1945 and 1970. These records are sow either in the custody
afthe operations office Office ofCommnumications or ms Mail and Records group. The boxes and
them highlights are as follows:

Box Number Custodian Pighliaht

i. 309 tail ant Records thary of Cal. FT. MMarthais, chiefHantord MED officer .
2% 3093 Budget Manharan District History
3. 2R766 Mail and Records Manager's Plent Date Bock
& 38734 Mall and Records Stack Gas Problems

8. 46GTS Mail arvl Records Aonual Production Reports

& 38732 Mall and Records Construction Histories
7. 8781 Commiumications Rew Production Reactor Materials

& $5992 {OPARCRTIOnS General Site Backeround
@ 1283 SCOMnIrIcaES Operates Ofiice Press Releases, 1945-1947
1G. 2126 Communicabonds perations Office Press Releases, 1948-1952
li 3676 Communications Operations Cffice Press Releases, 1950-1945
1Z, 2504 Conmmumicaticns Operations Ofice Press Releases, 1955

ih. 2467 “Orications Operations Office Press Releases, 1958-1269
14. F424 COmmemicaticns Ciperstions (fice Press Releases, 1998-1963

13. 39245 Communications Operations Office Press Releuses 1964-1969
16, 30746 Communications Coerstions Office Press Releases, 1970-1971
Ly) BOTS Coxmmmanicaticns Operations Ofiice Press Releases, 1976-1979

18. Y8a¢ Commnurications treneral Electric Press Releases, 1941-1955

1%, 1865 COPUTRAEATOMS Cremeral Klectric Prese Releases, 1950-1951 and 1856

The box inventories may not reflect the present comilition ofthese rmcords.

Arranging for Access te Richland Operations OMice-Selected Historical Materials: Access
to unclassified portions of these materials can be arranged under provisions of the Freedom of
information Act (POLAR) An POLA request may be sibmutted, or additional information about
ihé records obtained, by contacting the POLA officer at:

Freedom of Information Act Officer, A7-7S
LS. Department ofRaerey
PO Box $30
Richland WA 99332
Phone: 509-376-6216.



Some ofthe records on the attached box inventories may have greviously been made available at
the DOE reading room im Richlanl. These records may be reviewed and duplicated at the reading
room. There w a fee for duplication. The reading roar can be reached at:

DOE Public Reading Roum
100 Sprout Road
Richland, WA, S9342

Phone: 509-376-3423

E-mail: ReadingRoomginn!gov
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