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ceoperate in the preparation and implementation of & redevelop~

This anncunvement oulminated 5 prolongsed pevioed of radio-

iogival and Daslogloal surveys by the Atonic BEnsrgy Commisgion
and & specific 1987 suudy to determine whaether the islands in
mhe atoii were safe [0y human habitstion. Thes President’™s an~

noeuncensnt was baszed upon a finding that sxposure o radiavion '

shat woeuld likely result from repstristion of the Bikini peuple
does not offer s significant threst o thely heslth and safeny .
and thatv these exposures may and should be reduced by baking

Bikini was acguirad by the U 8. Havy in 1%48 and the per

sens then living on the atell, aboub 130 people, wears rejccated
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gitimavely on whe island of Kili. The displaced Bikini psople . )
nave been looainyg ferward hopefully to the time when bthey could
raturn be whelr bhome iszlands. The Bikind population now Living
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on XKLli amounits o about 359 pevsons and an additional
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Shany sand rights on Bikini. Xill lacks a lagoon and in o sey

nen provided the Bliini peopis with the el .o an-
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nrassures and a shorsage of

Aecausse 0L yrowing population g

produstively inhabiliable land areas in the Marshalls, it i3 the -
y@liuy'mi che United 3tates o vesiturn te givilian uses any aveas
WRALGH are axoess W itz nseds.  Phe wobal land ares of the Mare
shall Tsiands is approximately 70 sqguare wmiless. Wiech a 1587
popuiation of approximately 19,000, the populsvion per gguars

o

5 270, Hili haz a land aves of .38 sguare miles.

B

MR LE rabio
G bthe othey hand, Bikini atoll has & land ares slighily in axe

[y

W gguare miles.  Its lagoon arsa is about 23% squazre
miles.

Bikini atnll i

@

graatly ehangsd a3 & consegusnes of the tasis
which ware oonducted vhere in the late 13%40's and the 185%0'sm.

ome islands have digappesared or the remnants are mers sand spliiss
etill others have Leen diminished in sizse as 2 vesult of blast
effecis and/or wave action; and lusg of topsoil for the islands

of the atell varies from zerv Lo almoest 100%. While it has baen
determined that the 151404 compler from Dikini Lo Bnyuw is safe

for sontinuous bablitstion, radiastion levels in the otheyr parts

- n [T A . e d o, g S . - 3 - Lo 4 . b -
wf whe suell preciudes conitinuous usg. Thagse other iziands and

fond collsction
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island complexss may be visited for purposas o
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{nizds, bturtles, thely egys, evo.l. bub preseni condibtions on

-

thaese sslands precliuds substantiasl agrioultursl development at

Bikini and Dove are overgrown with a Jungle~iike stand of

seruh vegetation whish will sustain nsithey subsistence noy
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