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REPORT OF FIELD “K1: © “Hy MARSHAL AN. RiST TERRITORY OF
THE PACIFIC ISLANDS. a... RADIOLOGL AL 8S SANT TC THE SPECIAL
COMMITTEE CONCERYVIN osCN EGA AM] Se ONCRPSS VF

So ES mia

Introductics

This i6 a 1epor: © 2 e@rye ton mmoerdatior- based on a

field trip in the “a sieis fe aru : ‘ory oc the Pacttic

Islands, with tice » : Trt : mh ot lowing

individual:

Senato: Olviupi fooge, Cuat om.

Representat ve Timtn Uixeri  . cer

Representat ve ban ow .sander, Mec

Representat ve £ @' Sasosu, Tr er:

Dr. Masac Kimmangal bepute J1: 0" teadow, Tr et Territors

Mr. Brian M tTai.ce Xesearche | toe Pur fay

Dr. Wi.liar = » de Radiolog: a) Tom AB

Mr. Henry Mose, Mati rm  Atod Tea

The purpose of he tei co konge.apo onc tcitk Atol!s was to

interview those peo, ie iiving cn fen 8 ends at the time of

the detonation »° t'2® thermonuclear «- .° Fik.ni Atoll on

March 1, 1954 “££ res tec in exp. ur ‘silout radiation

of those people ie te aw urpredi te -f  ° vr winds at the time

of the explosicn rety fout person + ongelap re eived an

estimated 175 rads oo: whi le-bouwy sat t ind »evere contamination

of the sk.n, at aud 6 onal i” Rome.. +  » tn a f shing trip

received an estimated @4¥ radu of who o--. ' ractatiorn; and 157 people

on Utirik rece- ve. an oes imaced . oreo} who e-bod, radiation.

Twenty-three Japanese © .shevmen a ca ressel, toe Lucky Dragon,

also rece:ved -igni doar whobe-b ds oat ac oon These data are

reported oy the Boy Kus. . Natacr ee ‘+s Medic 4 Survev Team.

In the 18 year. 13. iowing ne radia: of +xpeosuce, ar undetermined

number of the exported persone have ec roe of aers have moved to

different atol.. “be . pummitteée  ¢ . -vabon interviewed people

on Majurc and ‘bev The tiur sess. nz oe": attended by approxi-

mately 300 peodie netucing exporec er: 1: tamilies of deceased

exposed persons a'd numerci.s perso “ re Contra, groups.

Although the dater leur were rart ae -orgh Ma: shallese

interpreters, ee , 7 bow ag the

preceeding:

The Chairman .i or CM hee te ' o.tpi ot. berja, presided

at each of the * t oes oom " eacr session, he

Stated t e my" 4 is hig ~  " ee ows a8 follows’
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kL. ‘Yo dete mink fo at: opis tn » ae  ecople

of Rongelap ans > ‘ »itac ton

exposure

e. To dete Tin 7 ta 3 49 ne

trees.

3. To obtain ac ° eo d kh eh treatmen’

4. To obtain re asec aa use hs hor personal

injury ana jams beat eat AT

Ucirik Ato. i:

Observations

A. Medical Pr« bien:

The examinations curent oot. the medi 4 bet, ‘om the Brookhaven

National Laboruturs ar ) when ed Poot. 4 -ec peop.e, both

exposed and contro, 2f tou al, deep s ioe ots that tne Marshallese

have apparent]. ios Yo lsen @ 27 the me © 1 caam nations and the

aborted effort ir Mo. 4 seth fitta  ¢ : t ° ! am of the

opinion that a majo osu . roudde fai oes lack of understanding

by the people or th pul Go of tne exami ati + xt all four sessions,

it was repeatedi, acreroec 8 the peop.te ud c's were not informed of

the tindings anc tna rollweat and medic.'i + ser- not available.

The people attribut «an ane all sickness ') ef*ects of the radiation

and believe that tr: treo aia. team shoul fea new. The control groups

appear to most rebe:: ° « exeminetion ber: ute "he Lace of understanding

as to its purpose “ s  epam be. the peor e -c tirtk osserted they were

told they were not in uec ard thereture ot 1’ .tied tc :ompensation, yet

were forced te subri' * tre eéxaminat-¢on- ‘esu.t, many refused to

be examined. The. rere ter taking .' ity. oampres of hlocd and feel

that they shoo lotion: .@oeliat art ’ yo edare

I repeatediy “eara thal oe onwe.ved vecpoe + .  snomit ‘o additional

examinations .nm Sey tem »* Oot yber on ‘dependent physicians from

Japan, wHO, a.c tte too fe@ ait .> mpan, the tear

The Health Aides 0 Rotwe.ap anew Urtr ke ae ioulty in administering

the prescribei tnv .~ ref cath. nm cue t + oo. » of written records on

the patients. The -~ i 21. rpompelap ster ote ‘uzht tle records were

in the trailers bu we + 1° avatlab.» , “here ate apparently no

records in Marsha... « te BE . a (At dee Medica: Prac-

titioners thet neo Ho te ohor.

LO14 BS!
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3. The peopar oo tetn Atel. Lo tz fand and trees were

damaged b the racfation anc 7! "+. mhnould receive just

compensat .ct. ‘3r '{1i8 Jamage i ow '..4 agree to have such

compensat or yp. ee bohm ot “™ gone of both groups.

4. The comtre. 2 «aps belie « ws atl trecetyve compensation

for eubmi tin. ' coe predic.) . ar 4

C. Recommendatiwr -

As a physicta: ¢ wceme! with the *.4.°' anc welfare of the exposed

people, [ urge tha Ne 18xt Medica xaLinatton proceed without
further delay Wooorder §  bave the exaninat on preceed without

difficulty, tire tc iiowiag recommends: |

Sidered by the Spe fa Cfoinr Comm:

‘1ould he serfously con-

1. Indepencet: pivalctans t on ac.’ WHO, and the U.S. Public

Health Sevwicee showid accom at } vii ndivicual reports to
the Spects. cmt’? op

«. The pivas.a@e oro. Japa

Dr, Haru, tzanu, Juivers..s ‘ra Une

Or. Toshi. ak: kumatori, Ne" 1: ‘nt tute Ff

Rad clo, ica se lences

The impor.ance c” tne presen e ° ‘* es» two physicians cannot

be overemphasi zel In my oplnioa, .: they are not present

the involvec people will refuse . °° vexamined. Due to

possible omp.tcatios in clearan:: ‘ *hese physicians, the

proposed tate ° eptember , na. have tc be delayed.

3. The Direcicr :t Health, Vrur Jerrttorcy of the Pacific

Islands, shou.) %e requested t, senc Medical Officers with

the examining team (0 treat jcca. “.sea.es. Such treatment

would be advair tagecus trom a pul.! relations standpoint

and shoul! ew: "nore coopera cr al! concerned.

4. Every ettert must be made ‘  lujreve communication between

the physi 1an apd tne pecopie unuer -tudy. A&A better understanding

of the purpose ct tne examinati: ar «olld remove an apparent major

source of resentmert aow evi der abittern translation of the

major finding: iat. Marshallest 7. . oe made ‘or the use of the

Health Aijer  .: ca Mi dden Ff ’ ee

lO14B32Z
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5. The Trust Terrltory should previde additional medical

examinationr anc treatment to she peop.e of Utirik and

Rongelap. “his would supplement tnar oircvided by the

annual surveve [ he Brookhaven Sav o448  wHhoratcry

Medica. Tea:

hat
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Photographs
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The Committee in Tokyo during June, From teft to right (I to r) are: In Hiroshima near the Peace Park emorial, {I to fr)

Acting Legislative Counsel Mamoru Nakamura, Or. Kumatori, Representative Balos, Acting Legislative FDounsei Nakamura,

Representative Ataji Galos, Chairman Oiympio T. Borja, and Mr. Chairman Gorja, Representative Timofiny Otkertil, staff

Matashigi Oshi, a former crew member of the Lucky Dragon. member Brian Farley, and Or. Masao Kun pngai.

  

 

 

   
the staff of the

, Steer, Chairman

Kumangai, Dr.

  
  

   

The Committee poses for a picture witAt the Office of the Governor of Hiroshima Prefecture, Chairman

Borja (1) explains the Committee's mission to the Honorable itsuo Hirashima ABCC (i tor) Or. Kato, Or, Maki,

Nagano {(r) while interpreter looks on (center). Borja, Dr. Allen, Representative Otkeriil,

Belsky, Representative Balos, Acting Léapistative Counsel

Nakamura, Staff member Farley and Or, Wada.

POruB Ti.

mae 



 

    At the Institute for Nuclear Médicine and Bidlogy of Hiroshima

University are (J to rj) two unidentifiedy staff members, Representative Olkeriil, Staff Merber Farl@y, Or. Noamasa

Okamoto, Director of the Institute, Represe—tative Balos, Dr.

Ezaki, Acting Legislative Counsel Nakamura, and Representative

At the Hiroshima A-bomb Red Cross Hospital are: Or. Shigeto, Hans Wiliander.

Chairman Borja, Foreign Affairs Chief Kaoru Ogura, and the other

members of the Committee.

f

ny
!

|
The Committee on the steps of the Nagasa@i ABCC. In the

center of the group wearing white is Or. Sadahifa Kawamoto of
the ABCC department of medicine,

 

The remains of the Industrial Promotion Hall in Hiroshima, now

preserved as a monument,

 

Elderly survivors of the Nagasaki A-bomb honorfthe Committee

{ 0 | \ 8 7} 2 with a dance at the Old Age Survivors Home in Nagisaki.

258

 



 

Dr. Kumangail (I) and Chairman Borja {(r) compare notes as the

Committee heads back to Saipan from Japan.

 
At the Majuro dock prior to departing for ffie islands in July,

In the foreground, partially facing away fiom the camerais

the former magistrate of Rongélap, John Aanjain, whose son

Lekoj died of leukemia in November of 197—.

 
Some of the Paraphernalia of the survey team aboard the

Militobi during the September survey.

   

 

  

   

™

-emt

Dr, Cole cf the U.S. Public Health Serviceflaboard the M/V

Hafa Adai as the Ccmmittee departed forffits first visit to

Rongeélap and Utirik.
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Or. Conare un the bridge of the Mifitobi, at the beginning Members of the BNL team aboard the M/V Milifpbi (I tor)

of the September survey. Cr. Kundsen, Dr. Sutow, Dr. Conard, Or. Cole (qonsultznt})

and Dr. Larsen,

  

   

 

   
ewsppnegmermgeT

erepe etSE wy    
View of the end. of Rongelar [sland showiny former RadSafe site Decorations and flags were a part of the weico

constructed after tre 1954 Incident. Rongelap gave the Committee during Its July trip,

the people of

 

 

 
The Committee during the July trip to Rongetap (I to r) Henry The AEC jeep and trailer on Rongelap

Moses of the Marshali Istands District Administrator's Office, Dr,

Cole, Representative Wiliander, Chairman Borja, Representative

Balos, Health Aide Joe Saul, Laboratory Technician Nelson

|ff TEETy
‘
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The AEC deisel tractor used to joad and unload equipment during the
surveys on Rongelap. The A-frame building used by the

BNL team as living quarters during its
stay on Rongalap.  

     

   

 

One of the two Barge trailers on

— ; Rongelap. This one Jas a room for the
ere taking of X-ray pipbtographs, and a

section used as a meg hall,     

 

 
Fhe generator, in another building on

Rongetap, which provides electricity for

the team’s work during the survey.

LO14BTS

A patient giving her medical history to Or. Ezra Biklon.
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The other large trailer used as an examination room during the survey. 
A resident of Rongelap having his X-ray photograph taken,

 

 Trust Territory Laboratory Technician Sebio Shoniber

taking a Dlood sample.

LO14B 1b

Dr. Kumator! (1) and Or. Ezaki during the Septkmber survey,
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ame

t

¥

f  Dr. Conard checks for thyroid nodules during examination of An attentive listener at the meeting of the

a résident of Rongelap. the peopie of Rongelap.

ommittee with

 

The people of Rongelap at a public meating requested by the Committee. 
Captain Willle Poznanski preparing to pllof tha Mititobl

through the Utirik Pass.
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    RE 7.

Bese
Members of the Survey team with Captain Willie on the flying
bridge of the Militob! as It navigates the tricky pass at Utirik.

  

eeLswon mee |   
The Committe ang

July.

Chairman Borja and peopie from Rongelap and Utirlk during a July meeting In Ebeye.

lO14e18
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Committee member Wiliander talking with Dr. Rikon during The Militobi returns to Majuro after the Ra gelap and Utirik
the Septembersurvey. ’ survey,

 
The Committee's consultants: (! to r) Dr. W.S. Cole (United States), Or. Kumatori and

Dr. Ezaki (Japan), and Dr, E.E. Pochin (United Kingdom) prior to their departure fram

Majuro at the end of the survey.
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September survey team (I to r) First Row: Dental Aide Kumura Riklon, Health Alde Joe Saul, Laboratory Technician Nelson Zetika, Or. W.W.
Sutow, Assistant Medical Equipment Repair Specialist Kosang Mizutonl, Or. Robert A. Conard, Dr. Haruo Ezaki. Second Row, standing:
Laboratory Techniclan Supervisor Sebio Shoniber, BNL staff member Mike Makar, Dr. Jetton Anjain, BNL staff member Witllam Scott, Dr.
Ezra Riklon, Or. Kaud Knudsen, Or. Willlam §. Cole, BNL staff member Doug Clareus, Or, Austin Lowery, Or, &.€. Pochin, Dr. Toshiyuki
Kumatori, and Or. Larsen.
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