
DEFENSE NUCLEAR AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C 20305

407602

 

BA 30 March 1981

Mr. Tommy F. McCraw
Environmental Programs
EV-30, Room F-237
Department of Energy
Washington, D.C. 20585

Dear Mr. eda  

 

Enclosed are copies of several pieces of correspondence cdncern-
ing the relocation and resettlement of the inhabitants of Ptirik
Atoli after the 1954 CASTLE operation. I hope these may help-
ful to you.

We have not found any other materials pertaining to this. How-
ever, you will note Drs. Bond and Cronkite were present anf discus-
sions with them might provide insight into where the decisfions
were made anc who tne participants were.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

Enclosure EDWIN T. STILL, DVM
as | Assistant to the Directdr

(Biomedical Effects)
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HEADQUARTERS
TASK FOES

APO 187 (ECW), ¢/o Dostaaster
cisco,

JOLT

S2n Fran

SUaTaCT

Pied § Commander, Joint Task Force SEVEN ee
KPO 187 CHOW), c/o Postmaster S
San Francisco, California ao

TO: Commander in Thief, Pacific
Navy No. 128, c/o Fleet Post Cffice
Sén Francisco, Californias |

L. References:

a. 4

"Return of Inh-citeants of

b,

c. Messaze,
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April 1954. The
Must te taxen prior 25 the
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Survey of Rengel2p and Utirik Atolls”
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 ion received, and Rongelap itell s}
a r to monitor the decay

(1) Sever2l days after the last CaSTLE shet, Fririk Atel
should be inspected again ty RedSafe personnel of JTF SEVEN Jor AzC to
determine whether or net additiaal contamination his ocecurfed. If neo
increase in axtermal rzedistion end food and water contaninafion levels
is noted, the returmof tne natives may te undertaken withopt delay.
The contaminatio levels now present 2t the two 2tells are Endicetcd in
Inclesure 3, Research analysis of the focds and water celbcted is being=> -

made by N2UL and NYCO.

dinate tne

natives.

(2) CLICPACFLT snovld 4
activities cf 2

temate a crofject cfgicer toc
r

asi
intarested agencies in the

(2) CINCP..CFELT snould desimate and mexe avaplible 2 sup
which will trarscort the Utirik natives and their telenginfs from Xweje-
lein back te Utirix. In addition to the few personal eflebts the natives
have with thor, the following items snow.d ce meved to ULiPik. These
Stems should te assembled ty the CINCraCrFLT projsest office in coordt-
nation with the local Kwajalein representative of TLRPaCio) end the Zunds
fer necesserv purchases should be provided by Jir Savas:

(a)

(>)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Used Lumber, 2lready made avallabld ty ComNavsta
Kwajalein,

salt and other stanle itexsfof fcod suprlies
for me moth.

Flour,
adcauate

Limited amounts of mails, windcw zgfess, metel reefing
and medicz:l supplies js cetermincd| cy
oroject afficer in coordination wifh
resentative cf T=ePacisS  
10,000 gallons of fresh water to fPush and refill

Utirix cisterns,
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SUBJECT: Survey of Rongelap ind Utirix stolis

resentative, Same of these anirels ark sir

being obtained by the Tarr..CisS represchtative
Kwajalein,

B (4) The survey party wes 2dvised that m a nunter of oce
e2sions LSTs heave entered the Utirik lezoon. The use of thid trpe ship

4s recommended, 4£ the CINCPACFLT protect officer cencurs afYer investi-
getion of the legocn chamels

(5) No constructicn er remir werk by U.S. vpergorntl is re-
quired, since little detericraticn of the builcings on Utirif has cecurred

Since the evacuaticn.,  c., The natives of Acngelap atoll should ocztad on an
island of tres Rwajalein atcli fer the period of apreraxins oe year.
BIA2J Island naz been selectsd ty TLAPACIS reoresentstive “wefeleir
for this parncse- This islini is under control of TE=P.C COMNAVST.Seiad
conmirs in chis selection, The relscaticn near uavSta Kwa zin is in 2c~
core with the vocemmenditions of the Project Cfrficer of FP cy 4.1L, wre
will snertis im.clude ths active medic2il surveillance of Rengelap iaé-

tives 27 Nwiok ein,

(2) As in the case of the Utirik natives, © aCFL? should
¢esiguzts 2 project officer to coordinate the activities off interested
agencies curing the temoorary relocation of nengel2p nati and curing
thelr wllimate return to their Ac    (3} The tonrsra.y nature of this relocaticn ols te given
wide poblicity threughcut the Trast Territories and U.S. ws media, after
the moverent has been complcted.

~

(4) The a

prefanricate 235 necessary and gu

structicn of sx) wood dwellings, a combination schecol anB churcn, 2 dis-
pensary, and other Suildines and cisterms for the 82 Renga@lap natives to
ve reiscated temporarily in the Kwajalein atell, Materials for this con
struction will be crovided from Eniwetok and delivered tcfthe eite af the

a “cy JTF SEVEN, Details of the construction required 2

 

TAIAY Agarr

ore NULASST] = 



-OL>pW
Gasissvionn7

 

TltspucTsy]dejeFucyyefressassusepiccnspueurtyoniyzs
caoSs"cnGlzsteyuoseAqindfos

esesSQLTTTayupeptefeay
TOTPPEYFuUMDLEsowoY

TOBUCLTospuEetst]44

fewLaraudwey
Acqyucnpmouys

)
xtéeu.Fupinpfestaeude

‘
weanOU

T
fpeeeiosmgp)Afeeqete“145

Trewcsauyzso4:

.9JOSUOTZIETIITL“poletd
TzOppTTeuffs:,UGTAwoTseunfeel:utcscrmore,

zSpeuOty(4,

 

3
Gancuae2>a“hele

Cem-e:.+
oy“SuTeyrorosimcnstdcas
TSiMoTY2%DUSCLT-TSVeTANSTies
q02soyadysnp(4)

"SpooyTemyeujo
rrstesourspuweeddoojoeTestoryeas

2©UOSTCBZU|sseIsuyopue
Taeudepesiuogeuq‘fuotarppe

yUTpeptacidaq

 

"STAYaygeSAATPEQVUIFa.

fexpttdeqprnoys
Teuuosasds3Aten

.7

EK(S¥St1STMOFIZTOwor
‘oTaTssocstuonmstSSSAuaG

piacidPTMOUsuUcTyONIxYSuSssyUyJoOF40qTT

AqPpeutTmictepeTeosszFax=e
3

STTOWYHTAT3Qpusdeyjezucyjofeaing:yozsans

eeTYISSONN reilsapaaldloodiV]

2



?

U NCLASS | = | FP See
cee.

DN tot I Lo eeRT epee: 2 ~.

SUBJECT: Survey ef Rongelap and Utirik atolls.

  
  

5. All members of the survey party agree cn the rece

presented, COR BE. P. CRQAITE, Project Officer of Profact &
a mexber of the survey perty, but he was consulted several th
Views were considered oy the survey party, All deta frat
of soll, water and food Ltens will not be availsble and eval
scme weeks,

hendrtdions

Jl wes not

mes. 18
+

6, Pinzlly, the survey party emohasizes the inrertangde of be
licizing the tenroriry nature of the relocation, It is pesqidle thst
the natives wili te content to meniin at Kweaj2lein Atal affer they live
there a yaar, under sucsidy of the U.S, Gevermment, Mr. Negs, District
Acministratcr of TirP..ciS at Maduro, stated at 2 caiterenceffat Xw2afalein
on 27 April i9Skh that it is the policy of TEAPACIS ta discograge concen-
traticn of Marshallese natives 22 a few caoomercially favcraple Locaticns
and to disccurage too rapid accuisiticn of wealth cy small -rairs of
natives, This policy emfircs the recommend tisn mace alcvp that the
sutsicy provided the natives while at Kxejelein be held vo Fhe essen-
tial rinicun,

f 4 YY

Nr THEN)
SOS MI! eee

: DaVID O. BYaaS, JR.

on of Colonel, U. S. aray
rt Senior Mexter

Party.
3. Radicleeical Surveys

of Rongelap and Utirik
Atolls.

4, Construction Required
to Estaodlisn T
Vilizcge for R2on
Natives,
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Enislo and Entastox, Aedisticn levels were retarded cn the three is-
lands; the intensity increased 2s the party meoved northward, 25 wes ex-
pected, Actual readiness are presented in Inclssure No, 3. On Eniaio
Island, birds eggs were g2thered for testing since the natives include
these in their diet

Dr. White conduct

used fire-figniing e
roof of cne of the ma
the intensity of the r
contaminzticn wes wasr

én exrerinent cn Aan
° HEL

ve cvuilcings, After 2¢
cf was recuced ty ten pe
a

-
. * ?

e +; soff the reef cnto the grand.

Menbirs cf the 3 3

and donated their catch to

be tested,

The surwey of Reongelap
the PHILIP, Certain general
the current situation at Ren

2. Little camage to Dailcings cn Aengelap nas occurre2 since the
evacuaticn. The Rcongslap natives cenfirmel tnis. Hoewsver, heavy rains
or storms duriig the year cr more that the natives will be absent will
protebly cause censicerasle dan: An estimate c airs necessary

om 2for the return cf the population must be based

prior to this return,

 

3. The survay party wes impressed with the prinitiveness cf ths
dwellings, Tre GMiildings were walled with woven panels of serap lus-
ber and were invariably roofed with theten. The natives sleep on rets
which are laic cn tare wood flsors cr ciresctly con the ground, No other
furmiture is vresent in the sleeping dwellings except 2 few wood bexes
for storing clothes in each rocm. The farilies sat in 2afacent rulliing
or outsides, The evaccaticn of the remninder of the housencla efizcca cr

the 82 Emgelzp natives will not present much of a presilen,

4. The only building in the village snich shcwed the work cf sxiltec

carpentry wes the cnurch. Hewever, this edifice b ‘ “3

1 Marek,

5, The water sucocly is crecarisus. rere 2re six conerete cistems
dn the villzge, These cisterns are conerete Soxes 2bcut five Tees sn 2
side, The rain falling om the tin roofs of the cisterns is ccllectes tr
draining it througn gsutters into tne doxes. Four cf the six cistems can

tained water, cf wnich sanples were taxen lor testing.
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“Eniwetck atoll, M.I.
30 April 1954

MEMCRUNDUM FOr: Senior Member, Survey Party

SUBJECT: Radiological Surveys of ACNGEL.P and UTICIX Atolls
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1, PRELININARY AOMASKS: Following the gener2l conference 2t Ywedtlein on

20 April, there was an informal conference cretween resresentztives of the
Survey Team and Dr, Jom Bugher, Mr/ Merrill Bissentuc, onc COR Cronkite and
other memvers of Project 4.2, on the prodlan <f sannline the Rongelep feed
and water supply and the soil.) Mr. JJ Torin (Mershell District Anthrocologist
supplicd a detailed list of food materials, with the relative iapcrtance of
each indicated, After considersble discussicn of sanpling methods, Lt
appeared to be generally agreed trat decisions on this cazplex problem aight

be pestponed for the follewing main reascns:

a. Unless the raciaticn dcse rate or Rengelap should Se found to te far
less than that expected from crior surveys, there would be no possibility of

returning the natives to their homes for many months.
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UNCLASSISIED <sexcneEeE
I. HONGELAP (ND AILINGN.S (CONT'D)

began to apoear when the instrument wes within about six inches from the roc
it seemed unlixely that dceccntaninaticn of the roof would effect any substan
reduction of exposure cf inhabitants in a mut,

6

“)
e347
vn125

A crude attenpt was mads to ascertain depth of penetration of radioactivits
in a patch of soil naar the center cf the village. The plece chosen was 2
tare patch of locse scll in a grassy area, Successive layers of about me
inch in thickness was secoped up, each layer teing mit in a seperate can, anc
then the radiations from the cans were comapered on the beach where the back-
ground was much lower, The third layer had no datectable activity; the first
layer had about six tines the activity of the seed. It is quite cos
that all of the activity in the second layer may have come from spill:
during remcval of the first layer, aAn effort was made to ecllect
thinner layer. The technique wes even more unsatisfactory, but the result
indicated that the activity per unit velune was several tines greater int
thin layer than in the first inch. me can ecneclude thet there wes very

  

little if any activity belsw two inches, and that the activity may te entiraly
superficial.

5. DECCHTAMINATICN: Since the state af the vegetation and the cisterns
indicated that there had teen little if any rain on the island, an attecrct
was made to find cut whether future reins aight effect any natural decentani-
nétion. The ship's crew meunted 2 tortable gasoline-driven water-pume on tie
beach, connected 2 hese, and sprayed salt water on the thatched roof of cne
hut, and on a neighboring gravel area. The contact reading con the rocf cf
the hut was reduced by 10% (after suctracting the generel cackgreound {ria

amin of ththe readings, this indicates aperexinately
but there wes no noticeable reduction in c

mat or cn the washed-—down gravel 2re2. while
regarded as conclusive, it suggests that one should
the effect of future rains, It should be noted tha
en this subject is conflictin i G. < = ,
just pricr to George Shet hed Little effect on the Dog Shot fall-qit, Sut the
raing that fell owsd soon 2fter the cecarturm of the Task Force 2tresr te have
been fairly effective, However, even if the experience had teen consistent,
the terrain surfaces 2t Reongelap ind Eniwetock are so different that it would

be unsafe to draw eemclusions.

It was evident thet any attempt at artificial decontaninstion would
difficult and very expensive relitive to
elsewhere until radioactive decry has reduc
level. Deccntamineticn operations of the <
dozing and yeading) would not beearplic3
of all vegetation and severe

Any teascnabdle acn-destruc

manual iob.

ec
ype used cn Entiwetck Atoll? i

x se of the total destructicn
2 thin topsoil in the area covered.

cotaminaticn effort would have to de 2

a

or &

cstive de

 



UNCLASSIFIED xxtSitteers
I. RONGELAP aND aLLDIGiaz (¢CHT OD)

6, POOD AND WATE? DATA:
 

DaTE CF
ITM PROCURESENT

Drinking Water Cistem-—Map 37% bm2l- 52.

D Drinking Water (clear) Cistern—Map 49 n

Drinking Water (stirred) Cistern-vep 49 n

Drinking water Cistem-Map 15 a

Drinking water Cistern—M2p 8 "

Well Water (Brackish) Welltlen 66 n

Jekru (Fresh) Collected on 4-22-54 4-22-51,

Cocomut Milk a2

Meat from Pandems 4-22-54

Green Papeya-Interior L-22-54

Rape Paraya-Interior 4-22-51,

Arrow Reot-Interior 4-22-54

SwWipe-Sxterior Arrow Reot 4-22-54

Swipe-Sxtertor Paraya 4-22-54,

® Refers to map af Native village - Rongelap Island - Ronzgelap Atell

 

-4-

14-362

ACTIVITY
DaTe OF
ANALYSTS

2,52720-3 uc/ml 4-25-54

8.0304,

1.9000-3

1.19C-3

None

None

2,52010-3

None

None

None

Nene

None

974 DFM

1640 DFM

uc/al

uc/al

UNCLASSIFIED

rt

25-5;

4-25-54

4-25-Sh

4-25-51,

4-25-5h

4-25-54

4-25~5h

4-25-54
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Il, UTIAIK (CONT'D)

5. POOD -ND WATER DATA;

ITN

Drinking water-Cisterm ne2r Church

Drinking watenCistern-north
settlement

Brackish well Weter-2CO xds south
ef Church-cnoretected hala

Clear Well water-350 yts accth of
Church-cormugited metal siding & cover

Milk from Bread Fruit

Solids fren Bread Fruit

Ripe Papey2-Interior

Green rapeve-Intertor

h.ceouw Root-Intertor
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DATE CF
PROQUFEMENT

be23—54

23-54

4-23-54

bam2d~54

L~23-54

4-23-54

4-23-54,

bh2354

h-23-54,

DaTS CF
Woy wor

analYsisaCTIVIT?
 

3,2101674 uc/al 4-25-54

3,900074 uc/n1

5.20079 uc/sl 4-25-54

7.3X1079 uc/sl 4-25-54

None h—-25—- 54,

None 4-25-54

None L—2 5— Sut,

None k=25-54

Nae km25-54,
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We (Holzes & Narver, Inc.) are herewith surcitting the fallewing
Material
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Neen1peal cei, an vu

Pniwetck atoll, WL.

30 April 1554

¢
w“! ap
ee

CONSTRUCTION =EOULRED TO Catan De t Tae CRARY TILLAGE

Bill of
and cost estimate to construct 4 tetporary village on ths island

 

of Bike} in the “wajalein atoll, Marshall Islands,

The cost estinzte outlined belew is based on the fallowinz:

1, Construction is to be on Bike} Island,

2, Heal will furmish all mterial,

3. The Navy will transoort the material to Bikej Island = (no cost in-
cluded).

Lut

E 7 ' a . .

x  &. ei will furnish me (1) carpenter foreman, two (2) carpenters and
: one (1) heavy equicment operater,

5. The Navy Station Kwedalein is to furmish the four (4) HEN men housing
and transportation cetween Kwajalein and Bikej - (no cost included

for transportaticn). .

- 1 Meavy eculment require grader, etc} is availabdle 2b Kwajalein.& 6. Theat he:vy ecuiment required (grader, et lable at Kwajal
cet i (no cost included for equiment).
at |
aA i ; ae : . ; +
Ns | 7. That natives are available for labor and 2s carpenter assistants -
co. (no weg2s for natives included, but will be funded by JTF SEVEN).

5
<= 8. That the HIN carpenters are furmished with an interpreter.

9. Hei will furnish portable generator and power saw,P g

10. Tools for native laber will be furmished by Navy Staticn Krajelein.

SUMMARY CF M TERIAL

Framing Lumber £4552 3.7.
Frecing Nails (Alueminun) 9 Kegs
Nails for Plyweed (Aluzimuc 3 Kegs
Corrugzted Aluminum Roofing 16941 Sq. Ft.
tluminunm Ridge Cap 744 Lin. Ft.
fQuminunm Cutter 1635 Lin, Ft.
Plywood, 3/&! 727 Sheets
Plyweod, 1/2" L10 Sheets
Wood Doors Ld,
Deor Hancles L8
Door Hinzes £8 Pair:
seat Hinges 8 Pair
Stutter Hinges 152 Pair

Bye Bolts with Yecks L00

  

H- 105
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UNCLASSIE)IFIEDpSosOPEeeleheta

Paint | 52 Cals,
Screening 256 Sq, Ft.
Nailing Strios, 1" 4 1° 350 Lin, Ft.
Sereen Door | 4
Mess Tables, 8! Long di

MATERI.L Costs

 

Labor Material
Lumber 44552 8.7, o3QO 84455
Rough Hardwere Nails 12 Kegs 12,0 145
Corrussted Metel Sheets 1$994 S.F. 22 3740
Aluminun Ride Cap Thi LF. 255 U5
Aluminum Sneet for Gutter - 1636 LLP. 20 325
3/8" Plywood 23264 S.F. 18-4190
1/2" Plywood 13120 S.F, 622.2885
Single Flush Doors Li, ea 13.00 570
Door Hendles 48 ea »20 10

Door Hinges 48 Pr. 1.75 85
Seat Cover Hinges 8 Pr. 665 5
Shutter Hinges 152 Pr. 80 120
Bye Bolts & Hoos LOO e2 215 60
Screening 256 S.F. 015 LO-
rereen Door L e2 10.CC LO
J ox 1 Mailing Strips for
S.reening 350 L.F. oL5 a2

Paint 52 Gel. 3.75 195
ness Tables 11 ea, 11.50 130

HRN Carpenters 3 for
3 weeks = 54 Man ays 1510

Ha HeavyDutz Man
1 Week = 7 Man Days 195

TOT.L COST - 1705.0 47 265.00

The above tcetal of 17,165 includes men power furmished by HAN.

The above Sill of material is needed to eanstruct the temporary village in ac-
cordance with the drawings number Mise. 255 and 256 snowing the sizes and cm-
straction of the varieus muildings required and 3s stated in memorincun letter
dated April 27, 1954 frem Mr. Marion wilds, acting Dested Rep. Sbeye ~- for the

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, .
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UNCLASSIFIED seamen
No provisions for cistems are being made at this tice for the temporary vil-
lage at Bikej 2s there is availadle on the {sland (2)'15,Q@0 grilicn cisterns
which only need cleaning and filling..

At the tise the natives are returned to their island of Rangelep, there will
be a need to construct new roofs ever cisterns, the cest of wnich will have
to be incluced in the cost of moving the natives fren Bik2j Islanc to Renge-
lap Island, Also at this tine to include cost of rerair or replacement cue
to damage by storn during the interval the natives are away,

2 Attachments:

1. K&N crawing No, Mise 255
2. K&N drawing No. Mise 256
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survey oF Rengelio anc UYtirik Atolls

CITES SEVEN
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5 7 2 L

(e) CINCPACTLT CONF Msz 1122112 of May 1354
(f£) CINCPACFLT CONF Msz L42CC42Z of May 1954
(g) CUTE SEVEN CONF Msz 1204362 of May 1954
(h) CUT? SlVaN Cone Msz 1404502 of Mey 1954

lL. Reference (21) forsarded the revert af the survey sarty which visited
Rongelap and Utirik Atolls during the seriod 21-23 arcril 1954 in créer ta
determine requisite action fer rehabilitation of tnese atolls arictr tsa
return of irhabitents wno were avacuated incident to hazards resulting fren

the first test in the CASTLE series, TUTE SEVEN concurred in the rececnenta-
tiens of the survey report and requested to te advised cf CINCPAC's aporevael
of tnese recsommencaticns,

2, Reference (5) aperised CHO of CINCPAC's views
advic2 on the matter of renedilicaciion, This was
(co) which further stated that no funds ether than

expended without pricr apprevail,

CINCPAC ad

H
e

&

elegated ressensibility for the sudi
reference 3) and furtner directed CUTF SEVEN

5 nmthe tasks sutli

b&b, =Ln refere n and (f£), CINCPACFLT srovided
of cert conneCticn with renacilitar

and CJTF SEYEN's preliminary
zoprevyed oy UNC in relerence
normal suppert should

ect matter teGRIPACELE
ta resort to CiNCraCrLi fer

giidance for tne reselation
len of ine Zongelao ard

5. CJT SEVEN infeorced cogizant cermaniers of tne detailed plans for native
renatilitation in references(s) ard (hn), ,

6, Cn the basis of the forezoing action, CINCPACFLT considers that 212 basic
questicns tertinent to native rehasilitaticn have deen reselved and thar
acvion is proceeding satisraccerily, As 2 matter of recerd, CINCPACTLI's
actien @n the reccnmendations ef the survey report is siommarized in tne
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