WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON _FALLOUT PROTECI LU

T MY OV URINN RQUVET
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At their annual Confererce i: Fuerto Ricc iast Aupgusr the
assembled State Governors declarec¢ their personai and %71 {a:
responsibility, as Governors. for the protectior of rhe: - neorle
against the hazard of fallout ir rhe event of & nuci=a~ var. In
keeping with this gense of respensibility, they manumou:l: acopred
both the report of their Specia’ {ommirtes ~r L7401 i ard g
four point resolution calling o -

First - Vigorous state :nltistive In & campaig.
education about tue s oot pazardegfg oo oo
against it g

Second- Immediate steps by a . imels ol gaversme-
state and iocal as wo !’ as Federa! - neso
their citizens ¢ survive radioset o a4
and the related vongequen es - f & o 1
attack upon our ¢ o

Third - State initiative t« ~uive. the adecoa:

fallout protect on i sitate owned « = o orar
facilities and 'he greps which ghoe
taken to achiev. s:« 1oy ertio

Fourth- State initiativ: in teveloping o o oo oe
seat of gtate g vernment . ¢ BESITE y
leadership and unit onimy bort o doe el ne
after a nuclear at s X

This extraordinary reso.uticn showed plain y st 0o
Governors not only recognizei the compelling urcend. ©orre problen
but were ready to take initiative i 1zs soluti n e Yie
months since the Governors a ted opiventially rewar izyg acd oonetroo
tive steps have been taken h - & 1 mmaer F Gover oo e

gtates. More wiil be done 15 rw monras e

While the Governors at e | nicrence were wi. S o e
initiative in this matter, 1: wa: apparent taat tihe cro s Fald
out and protection against i: wn o lved many sonsddera oo o
natlonal policy, of the nature a . sfiects of niciear weapsne. and
of military policy about whi:n t ey as Governc-s we - f rece28sily,
nct as currently informed a¢ tie responsinle cofficua: 0 oo
federal government. Tle Goverro:s i not wigh ¢t rac. a4t

on the delicate and dlfficuit wma:rter ¢ { fallout prote
without assurance from the resporsibis federgl -ff: T4+« “nhar =\aet

state action was considered . ¢ + nai s lealders o casbington
not only as feasible but as an » sent.al & lemen: o vl o Aeferae
a major deterrent to nuclea: .- a kral: or atta RN
force In the preservation r " ¢ nea

To make sure, therefore .t state initiative te wel:
and wisely taken, the toveritore' fonisrence unanimous Aacoped
a resolution calling o.. the 1 ~omm ttie or ¢ 0 e fore v neet
with the President of ‘he it vre et s : ‘

ond civiliun loaders.



Such a meeting, theyv betl evoo o ¢ enal b fhe
nature of the threat, th esson’ia ity o i
its importance to thae ma o' et Lar e !
would also lay the vasis : Loeenent o1 o i
action and an allocation 0 @
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Pregident Eisenhowe shody mdrrsest o e a8
quick to see its merit anw ac  apor 3t T el
conference today. We ar <deenl goatefur £
which the President and ¢ /cater of o= ooh
given to make this »ried 1. SR



