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“Notes on PRDA Meetingto Discuss Preohians Concerntas: ’ )-

the Hedical Examinations of Marshallern Peopin:=

Pale f 7 (Cernatova,| Harylend, May 16h,vm {
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Thope present at the meeting included: . fron I", Drs. Bond, Cronkite,

Cohn, and Conard; from DOI, Janice Johnson; from Drwh, Dre. Burr (who

chaired the meeting), Weyzen, Forster, end Messrs. Nay, McCraw, ‘and others.

Conard pave a handout of cuggeated topics foz Ciccusgion along with

copies of some pertinent materiel and then presented a review of the

evente occurring in the recent medical survey in the Narshall Iolends

in Kem i-April, as background for topics to be dtocusaad. A bricf summary

of discussion of major topics AILABLE COPY|

BEST AVAILA

Purure of BNL Medical Program in the Marshall Islands

_ With Dy. Knudsen, the resident phyefcfen An the Maorcholl Iclends,

leaving the program at the end of the year, and retirencnt of Dr. Conard

scheduled for January 1979, recruitment of. one or more physicians for-the

program will be necessary. Should the position of resident physician be

continued? Is 1t necessary to continue four yearly wiststo Reanslap —

and Utirik? The following alternatives were discussed:

1. Becruit two physicians to relieve Conard and Fnudoon cad continue

the program as before. The resident phyeician tight bo acquircd oa a

year-to-year basie with the help of some group, such ca the Univoroity of

Hevait or the Public Health Service. | DOE ARCHIVES

2. Have only one physician in the program who, is addition to adminis-

tering the program from BRL, would visit the isicndo biannually for a
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nedical survey in March-April. The Trust Territory would, hopefully, |

L , : Pons !

September checkup on the people and organize and corsy out che fennel Lo i

! } "

£41 in for the other quarterly visite to the outer islands.

3. As in 1, except recruit a paranedic inatood of a physician

"
W
W
.
.

to be in the ielands, and make the quarterly visite including asdistance

to the physician on the Septenber trip and the annual survey. Mrernarixe

3 seemed to be favored. _The concensus was chat quevtorly trips chould be

continued if possible. BNL would explore furthor thera posoibilitics. It

was pointed out that if the quarterly trips were ebandoncd an explanation, —
_

. t

to the people would be necegsary.. In any event, a letter to Oocar deBrim

concerning the future status of the medical program would be desirable.

- The question was raised as to whether, fromthe roscatch point of viev,

BRDA might have gotten “nearly all the mileage" out of tho program and

another organization might.take over. It was pointed out that with the

increasing development of hypothyroidism in many cxposcd people and the

continued development of thyroid nodules there was, if amything, an in-

“ : !
crease in research interest in the progran. r

‘It was agreed that BRDA should support further trataisy; of cas or bere

Marshallese personnel, perhaps at the University of Rovwali, to participate

in the wedical program in the felande. Such training would be pricarily

for general health care, but also include some acocects of rodiatica and

‘ite effects. Further exploration of this program should be pursued with

the Trust Territory.

pe



 

Lettor to the Manistrate of Uririk © dae -
, | |

At the time of the March curvey the Uririk Count requooted a

letter as soon a8 possible as to whether EBDA vould obtain a roliaf

’ a

physician for br. Knudsen in order for continuctics of tlic cuatarly t

visite to their ielend. If ino replacement was intesdéd, they stated

they would atterpt to locate a doctor of their own for this purpoce.

A draft of a a letter to the Magistrate of Vririk vospresented and
'

eince there was some objection to the wording of the letter, it waa to
' . bh

be revised by ERDA.

s
e
e
,

The ERDA answers to the lettcre from the peopla af Rongelan ond Utirik

It was agreed that BRDA needed to revise the. preecot drafts of the

answering letters in the light of the results of thie ccbeing and recent

events.

. { .

Responee to Bakal ond Bakal (law firm) lettcr reeardingpending

‘eult by the Utirikpeople apainet ERDA .

An answer prepared by ERDA lawyers at Las Vege was tocd. The

letter outlined the concern and support (medical, eve.) cz the Utirdik

people by ERDA (ARC) over the years.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY:
Thyroid Control Study

It was pointed out that more information was badly ncocded on the

general incidence of thyroid abnormalities in the unexposed Narshallese

people in order that findings, particularly in the Utirik population,

could bettcr be evaluated with regard to radiation cxposus:. Luring the

DOE ARCHIVES
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past survey, opne.aadpnomoted ‘people of: utirse: énBongslep wera‘included
moi eh vere 8

in a thyroid guroy"It was pointedout thathere:‘might! bo penbeps: a.

dozen people in thd.‘next ‘two, years,asategroon‘von thyroldSurgery" et
j .

would be Andicatod. It would he deoirable | haephese patient tchen -
‘. 4

perhaps to Triplor Arcy Hospital. fn Honolua, wing ths sane surgeon cad

pathologtet who have been tavolved,in the program. DBER agreed. to ive

thts Program further‘Bordous consishoration.’ “

‘Briefing at DOI

Tans DOI represontative auggested hee a bricfing of Mr. A. binkel

 

(new High Comafssioner of the Trust Territory) and liza. Ruth Van Clove

(new Director of Office of Territories at DOI) by coma CRDA representatives
‘

would be helpful, particularly prior'to the UN scotings in Mow York. -One

of the topics to be discussed would be the problens accesiated with the

Congress of Micronesias PL-5-52 {concerning certaiaocpttal bonefite to

Rongelap and Utirtk people). Tare ie a disparity beteen the Congress

bill and the BRDA-TT agreenent which vould seem to indicat2 a possible

.. Feylaioa of the bill. CongressmanBalos hes indieated that ho folt that

such a revision would be required.

BEST AVAILABLE coPY

Ex gratia coroensation bill for Rongelap nad:litirth,pennta

At the request of DOL, an updated sumary of rodiccl ‘indiansBye ARCHIVE

prepared. It was pointed out that the Mists of people with findings were

continuously being added to. Only 23 of 65 exposed Rongelap people now

living are not listed as having thyroid abnormalities. The EOI repre-

sentative remarked that the so-called Burton bill wos en omnibus bill

/2&
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ferentMarchalt Tolandtporommantary conten,scuttie

' tha ex gretia debit of the Bongelap endvegepeople fOrtte

. injuries.: Ths bid hed ready been approved ¥y the ieude of Beprecontatives
?

“ft. ri

Uafortwnately, ti “thangeh in wording suggested by IDA hed not becn included

in the Yoreton passed. It ie, understood that sone chences maz-‘still be

euggestod befory, the Scnate consideration of the bill.
. ‘ . a

we
- ab . .

it ryt “- ~ogtbe ost
",h 2 ao . ts wet . ~~ _ f . ase: on

“es \: -! t . s r 2. ce a. ° : Led oo

Annualsedtcachackups on Bikind and Enivetrkpeople a | . : ” ‘{

Since the pfitnt and Eniwetek people were not expoced to radiation at

the time of the accident, as is true of the Rongelap end Utirdk people, .

medical examinations would not be justified on the basis of possible radiation

effects. However the view has been expressed that thoes dicplaced people

should be considefed as a special group of Marghallenc, ond the fact that

they will be_Uiving on folqnds that have been ‘coatqatnated would +warrant -

annual medical checkups for peychological ressons (reagcurance) ‘f for

' nothing wore. )It was noted that the Bikini people have reausoted by letter

that the BAL dical group visit then; also thet Congrescxen Calos has

.,Publicly exp ocd dizeppointnent. that the Enivotakprogron doce not

include modical exeninationsof the returning people. The Caairman said

that DEER vould give this eubject further consideration and report on

their conclusions later.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY
DOE ARCHIVES

Bioassay propram - Bikini and Enivetak ”

Bikini - A letter to Dr. Liverman was prescated with tables of 1376,

and Py findings. The increase:in "cs body burdena of the Bikini people

s /27
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hrbestineatue 1974 Iexvols vith sone,Peopdo acct8MPC) vs eonstdored .
pore

:

vk:eerious Finding, *“the people adaitted‘thatahed boas eating the
ved

" forbidden pandanusand broadenute whiehcould account for tho increased
.

. : i

iy"body Burdchoy ples regard to Pu,. the problens associateedwith Loeting -
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n
o
.

wt sufficient urine sarplos for analysis by "clean" technigus, cs recomended

by TGgroup, vas neationed and further conaideration rust be given to

acquiring adequate eanplon.- The Bikini atevatdon would ned estoful,
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" ‘consideration by theacy standing comattten to be ford as dcoeribed |

below.*

 

Eniwetak = DOBS thinks it urgent to have whole body counting done

A on the returning Enivatck people within several months. It vas agreed

, that BNL should arrange to have this done, using the exicting whole-body

counter trailer which vould’ be set up at Eniwetak. Coct for new electronic

equipment would be provided by ERDA. The present: bioassay program (inciud-

-ing sick call by physicians) would continue st Bikini for tha present, but

} the Eniwetak bioassay program would not be connected with physicians.

The subject of bringing some Bikini people to New York for in viro

— ou?

CO counting at NYU was discussed and the opinion was expressed chat tiie,

night cause undue concern on the part of the Bikinians. Tha possibility

off bringlis non-Bikini people back for counting vas sucrested,

‘BEST AVAILABLE coPY. -
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Dectoton-makingresponstbilitics Te, DOE ARCH

@ as

Reeponsibilities for rodiation assessnont in the Narchell Tolands

in BRDA hee been divided between DOES and DEDR. DOCS gathers radiological >

date from «.:.crent leboratories (BNL - Terreotrial, Univereity of

© }-o
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The need. for a standing comittes for ovorall evaluation of the

eavircs. 2ntal and personnel redtological monitoring data Was egrood fo
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Abe urgont. Perhops both tatra-agency, as voll3Aberaganeyy.comettices
“he end ey L ve SM
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" Sith: docisioa~naking povore would benecesdarys The‘pank‘agenttea would TUL MAS—
_
— '

we

{ . carry out st least annual reviews of rediological data cl tho Chatrnan

udvise on recommendations end necessary action. ¢ * Robert A. Conard, M.D. - - : . 3
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