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Those ptésent at the meeting included: . ~from Iﬂq. Drs. Bozd, Cronkite,

Cohn, end Conard; from DOI, Janice Johnson; from LITW, Drs. Burr (who

ga

chaired the neeting). Weyzen, Forster, and Hessrs. Ray, HcCtaw, and others. '

Conard gava [ handout of suggested topica foz uiocuasion along wi
copies of some pertinent material end then prenentcd 8 reviev of the

evants occurring in the recent medical survey in the Marshall Iclands

th

in Kzm.~April, as background for topics to be dioéuﬁsed. A bricf summary

/

BEST AVAILA

Pq§urc of BML Med{cal Program in the Marshnll Islandsg

_ With Dgr. Knudeen, the resident bhysiciah'4n‘tha Marcholl Iclends,

leaving the program at the end of the year, and retiremont of Dr. Conard

scheduled for January 1979, recruitment of.one or morc physicians for-

progran will be necessary. Should the posltioﬁ of resident physiclan

the

be

continuéd? 1s it pecessary to continue four yearly viéii:itovncsqunp '

and Utirik? The following alternatives were discussed:

1. Becruit two physicians to relieve Conard and Fnudoen £ad continue

the program as before, The resident physician might to ecquircd oa a

year-to-year basie with the help of some group, such ca the Univoroity of

Havaii or the Public Health Service.

4. Have only one physipiau 4n the program wito, is addition to adminie-

tering the program from BXL, would visit the islcnds biannually for a
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Septenber checkup on the people and organize and »i::.rz.y out the ’mlal : '. !

nedical survey in Harc):-April. The Trust Territory would, hopefully, ; !

) 4 v
f11 1n for tha other quatterly visits to the outer islonds.

3. As in 1, except recruit a paramedic m_ntoad of a physicien
to be in the fslands, and make the quarterly visite including asaistance
to the physicien on the Septembet trip and the annual survey. Mtemaukve

3 seened to be favored. The concensus vas that qurrtcrly trips chould be

. continued if poaaibl‘e. BNL would explore furthqr these poosibilitics. It

was pointed out that if the quarterly trips were cbandoncd an explenation -

-

‘to the people would be necegsary.. In any event, a letter to Oocar deBrum ‘

concerning the future status of the medical program would be desirable.

The question was raised as to whether, fron the rescarch poi'nt of view,
ERDA might have socceﬁ “neasrly all the mileage" out of tho progrem and
another organizatidn might.take over. It was pointed cut that with the
‘mcrééatng development of hypothyroidism in many exposcd pct;ple and the
continuved development of thyroid nodules there was, if anything, an in-

. : !
erease in research interest in the program. V

‘It wus agroed that ERDA should support furthﬂr tzaiaioy of caa or Lwore
Marshallese persomnel, perhaps at the vniveraity of Ncwall, to participate
in the wedical program in thd islands. Such troining would be pricarily

for general health care, but also include some espeets of rediation and

‘its effects. Further exploration of this program should be pursued with

the Trust Territory. .

| L4



Lotter to the Mariptrate of Utirik A B T ‘ R

At the time of the March curvey. the Utirik COunfil tequcatcd

letter as soon as possible as to uhether 'ERDA would obts&n a rcliot

L]

physician for Dr. Knudgen in order for continuoticn of tho quarﬁ*rly !

visite to their island. If no replacenent uaa 1ntcsddd they stated

they would attecpt to locate & doctor of their own for this purpoce.

A draft of a a letter to the Nhgiatr;te of Utir{k vas presented and

: )
eince there was some objection to the wording of the lttter, it was to
' : [N

be revised by ERDA.

sew

The ERDA answers to the letters from the pecople of Rongelan pond Utirik

It vas agreed that ERDA needed to revise the. prescot drofte of the

answering letters in the light of the resulta of this cchting and recent

- '
events.

. { .
Responee to Bakal and Bakal (law firm) letter reearding pendine

-;guit by the Utirik people apainst ERDA . (

An answer prepared by ERDA lawyers at Las Vegco‘ woo recd. The
letter outlined the éoncern and support (medical, etc.) cZ the Utirik
people by ERDA (ABC) over the years.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY'

Thyrodd Control Study

It was pointed out that more {nformation was badly nccded on the
general incidence of thyroid abnormalities in the wunexpoccd larshallese
people in order that findinge, particularly in the Utirik population,

could better be evaluated with regard to radiation czposur:s. 'Buring the
DOE ARCHIVES
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past uurvty, opn 300 u:mxpoued peoplc of- Utidk mu msela;) vbra mduded

. . 1* l':‘l\ 7'

in & thyroid dur\io'y. 'It vas point:gd out tbat rbcm nighr.‘ba Perb-pa a3

dozen people in thd- nex; two yura' mfthis grnvp on vhon thyrol.d ..ur ery o
/ .
would be Mdicatod. It vonhd he deeiubln havc« ;hrsa putiento tcken - -

\ \\\

perhaps to Triplor Amy Hospital in Honolulu. usins ths same curgcon and

'pat.hologial: who ha\m been 1nvolve4 in the progrnn. DRER agmcd to give
thi.a program £urthet aarioua mai. aration. Lo e

-
~
i
hak o
~
L
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‘Briefing at D01

Ths D01 rcprescantative quggested that a bricfi;m of Mr. A. Winkel
(ncw 1?1@ Coxxissioner of qhe Trust .Te!:titory) aaxd lizo. Ruth 1;an Clove
(new Director of Off;lée of tTeirLtorL."es,at DOI) by com2 [RDA r:preaentativea*
would be helpful, particularly prior"'to. the UN mcotings 4a Now Yogk. .One

of ths topics to be diocuaaed would be the problw asce..tathd with the

Congress of Micronesias PL-5-52 {concerning certnin ho pital 'beneﬁta to

Rongelap and Utirik people). Thjre ie a disparity ben:.::n tte Congress

bill and the BRDA-TT agrcemenl': v ich wvould seem to indicat2 a pocsible

 veviston of the b1l Congressmafx Balos hes indicated that bo folt that -

such 8 revieion would be required.

‘BEST AVAILABLE COPY

Bx gratia cormennation bill for Rongelap rmd Nedirtk pennln

At the rcquest of DOI, an updated summary of tadiccl “admgﬁagg ARCHIVI
prepared. It was pointed out that the lists of pcople with {indings were
continuously being added to. Only 23 of 65 exposed Rongelap people mow
living are not listed as having thyroid abnormslities. The EDI repre-

sentative remaiked that the so-called Burton bill wocs an omnibus bill

)2 ©
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femnt Kamuu hhnd ‘cmm-:?rv boples. includﬁng

U the ex gretia éo@mmon of tbe Rnngelap and \!i;‘zlk reopl,n fbr :ML.,lon
- 1njuriaa. The b bhad mdy been approvcd by the nmca of Ecprec.ntntiveu. ,

i i !

Unfortmabeiy. t thang 'in vord!.ng auggested by mn.\ had not been 1nc1uded

in the vonion pnoucd. It 13‘ understood that some chontes mey: st111 be

- 0

‘ ?uggestod befoé"' the antg consideration of t}m bill, -

= . LY : ; ; .
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Aazunl medica!. chackups on Bikini and Enfuetrk prople o
Since the Bfidnl and Enivetek people were not expoced to rodiation at

the time of the néc%dant, as is true of the Rongelnp _énd Utirlk people,
medical exami.naciona would not be justified on tba basis of. poaaible radiation
e_ffecte. Howevet. the view has been expressed that thc"a di'*placed people
should be conotdered as a special group of Haréhnllena,' ond the fact that

they will be uvi.ng on uxumdn thnt have been contq::inntcd uould uarrant -

annual nedical checkups for psychologica.l reasons (renscurance) if for

; nothing wmore. /. It vas noted that the Bikintl people have requested by letter

that the n:n, dical group vLait them, also that Congreac=an Dalos hna

._,pubu,cly o acd dur:ﬁpointment r.hac tha Bnibotak prograa dcca not

include mndical examlnationa of the returning people. Thae Canirman eaid

that DBER uould give this subject further consideration end rcport on

their conclusions later.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY

_ DOE ARCHAIVES
Bioassey propram - Bfkini and Enivetsk -

Bikini =~ A lettor to Dr. Livermsn was proescated with tables of 137c-

and py findings. The Lﬁcmnae_in 13708 body burdenos of the Bikini pcople

. )+ 1
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1(10-12 ti.:na tlu 1974 1: nll vith some peoplo nccr tha 'src) vda cmidorod o

l\l

ple
l

t : h aetloua ﬁ(ndtng, ﬂw pcople admitteﬁ tha\: l:h..y: hcd }: sn enting Aha
MR R '
iorhiddan pandnnus and bmadtmit -uhtch oould nccount ,or ths !.ncma.cd

i
¥ g body t;urdcps. Qtith rcgard to Pu,: tbe ptoble:a uaocut o8 with ‘gotti.ng

w
.

lufﬁcient urhm snmplul for analysu by "clean" technigus, co mco**cnded
by 'mc sroup. vas mtioned and further conaideration cust be glvan to
acquiring adequau uamplza. Tha Biun:l aituation vould Meﬂ cmm

.
e tedon
4 R 4

‘ eonaidcration by r.hn acw atandmg comittea to ba for—“d as dcncribad

\ Eniwetak = DOES thinks 4t urgent to have whole body counting dope
.on the returning Enivoteck people vith,iﬁ several wonths. It vis ag,_iccd‘
, that BAL should arrange to have this done, using ths existing vhole-body
counter trailer which vould.’ be sst up at Eniwetak. Coct for ncw qlectronic
equipment vof._s;.d be provided by ERDA. The present: bioassay program (imclud-
-4ng sick call by physicians) would continue st Blkini for th2 present, but
/. the Eniwetak bloassay program would not be comnected with physicians.

The nubjeet of bringing some Bikini paople to New York for 3n viro

r—

vy’

'An counting at NYU vas discussed -and the opinion vas e:pmaaed tnat Cide
might cause undue concern on the part of the Dikinians. The posalbility
of bringing non-Bikini people back for counting vas su"ﬂeated.

' BEST AVAILABLE cow -

: ¢ IVES
neeieion-makmueapmibim1cs » - DOE ARCH
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Reeponsibilities for rediation assessment in the mﬁmu Iclends
in BRDA hee bren divided botween DOES and DLDR. DOLS gathers radiological

dats from «.:.crent lsboratories (BNL - Tcrreotrial, University of

, 11 ¥
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The md for a standing comittee for ovurm avaluation of tbe
eaviroe, :ntal and peuonncl radiolosical monitorlng dat.a vas e‘,mod to
/ ‘be urgont. Pethaps both mtra-agency, as vcu u mtu-agencv, eomtttcea

l-- ) ‘. ! ) ’.'}. “ :

B ‘vith doci.sm-vmkin, povore would be nﬁwaoory. { 'nm Lany *c':u t..:a .auld

[ . _ carry out st least annual vevievs of radiological data @ tha Cbaim:m

f advise on recommendations &nd neceasary action. ¢

" S Robert A. Conard, M.D. - :
:
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