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CHAPTER 13 = PHS WEDICAL OFFICE: LIAISON NeTWORK

Introduction

13.1. In secordance with the SOP-HTSO Chapter 0701, Plan for Radioe

biological Investigations, the Medical Officer Liaison Network was

operated during the Operation Hardtack ITI.

.

Purpose

13.2. The purpose of the network was:

(1) To assist the AEC in the promot investigation of reported

incidents and hugen conplain@s related to test activities;

(2) To establish a relationship, or absence thereof, between

the individuals’ reported syuptoas and the test activities;

(3) To explain the situation to the physican in sttendance and

to the patient in umerstandable and acceptable teras;

(4) To allow » greater nusber of sedical and hoslt: personnel

to increase their knowledge and experience in radiological

health wtters.

Personnel

13.3. ‘The personnel for operation of the ‘etwork are listec in the

SOP-NTSO. The Network coordination was acconolisned tw a DS Yad cel

Officar assigned to the Test “anager as a menber of his staff. Two

medical officers occupie] this position, Additional duties of the

Coordinator were to serve as advisor to the ‘est “anager on wedical

‘sattero relates to radiation and as tne OffeSite Medicel Officer.



Operations

13. During the Hardtack II Opcration all inquiries and requests

for investigetions were directed for action to the NT8O, Recuuse

the series produced wery little fallout offestre, the ineidcnts 2:2

complaints that reached the Coordinator were not operation Herdteck

TZ connected.

Investigations

13.5. A woman in California had previcusly written e number of

letters to the AEC, Albuquerque Operutions Office, claiming thet she

euffered a skin condition which was csused by radioactive fallout fros

the weapons testing prograa. The Coordinator established contact with

the Region IX Liaison Officer and subsequently visited the wousn and

her physicien. The investigation showed thet tne woman previously hed

had cancer of the throat and receitvad both surgery and therapeutic

Xeray treataents. The Coordinator did not consider raciogcttve fallout

to blames for her condition, and the OTO advised her that as a result

of this investigation they would not honor her claim for dsuages.

13.6. A resident of Las Veges was disturbed for fear that her ohild,

at one tine had a tentative diagnosis of heart trouble end wae presently

suffering fron asthna, wight be receivine danacin; amounts of rediation

fron test activities. The woasn seew.d honestl: concerned and earnest

in her wish to have information as to whether or not the emounte of

rediation froa the muocloar tests series were of heslth significance to

the ecnmanity end in pcriicules G usr ven, inis was discussed with



her ty the Coordinator. She was gratified to learn the true situation

and that there was no justification for her to plan on leaving the Las

Vegas area.

13.7. The Coordinator was asked to discuss the case of s forner RECO

employee with his attendinr physician. This person was recovering from

hepatitis with toneillitis and glomeruloenephritis and there had been

some question of radiation or heavy metal poisoning as etiological

factors, A review of the case with the doctor indicated thet neither

radiation or heavy astal poisoning pleyed o par® in the patients present

condition. The result of this investigation was reported to the Manager

of the Badiclogical Safety and ‘echnicel Services Department of °

Reynolds Electrical & Enginesring Company.

13.8. During Hardtack II, the compleint of e forner employee of Holmes

& Nerver et Iniwetok Proving Ground wes brouzht ‘o the attention of O70.

This person wae suffering from acute aplastic snemie end his physician

had rendered an opinion that the condition might be caused fron exposure

to redistion. The Coordinator visited the attending physician, the

patient's lewyer, and the petient himself. Further, the Coordinator

testified at an inforwl bearing in tie Office of the Deputy Coun'ssioner,

Employees, Compensation Comission, attended bv the patient, tue carrier,

the attorneys for both rides, ani the eputy Comissioner, Jn the basis

of this hearing end e note b: a pathclovist to the effect that the

patient's condition was consistent with poisoning by volatile hviro~

carbons, the lawyer decided not to cress a radiation damage clain.



Conclusions and Recommendations

13.6, The Medical Liaison Officer Network continued to operate

eucecessfully in investigating incidents and inquiries before they

becane of news importance. No newsworthy stories of radiation

injuries or incidents arose during the series.

13.9. The Network Coordinator and the OffeSite Medical Officer

responsibilities rested with ow individusl during this operation,

This philosophy of close cooperation totween these two groups should

be continsed,

13.30, The Medical Lisison Officer “cutwork si:sould be contimed in

operation and be available to the jest Manager during any future test

worlas as well ss the interla psarlods,
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