rAGE FIVE RUHGSAA4DYS  LAS ‘ 4Oy
CONSULTED AT EVERY STEP ALOLG THE WAY I TH

DISTAD DERRUM SAID THAT HE WAS DEEPLY GRATZFLL TO THE KIGH COM-

! IR AnD FARD EFFORTS TO

EXP=DITE THE RETURAN OF THE ATOLL 7O THZ PEOPLE. HE SAID HE LOOKED
" FORWARD TO IMZETING WITH DEPLUTY HICOM COLEZMAN LATER IN THE WEEK AND
TO BEGINUING THZ PLANWING FOR THTZ RIVERSICH OF £lIWZI0X TO THE TRUST
TZRRITCRY SO THAT THE REHASILITATION PROGRAM COULD GET UNDERUAY.

ACCORDING TO THE JOINT ALNQUNCEMENT RZLzZASZD TUZSDAY, IT WILL BE
NICZSSARY TC CARRY OUT THE SAMZ TYPZ CF SILRVZY, CLEZANUP AND REHA3ILI-
TATION PROCEDURES THAT HAVE BEEN US=ZD AT BIXINI, "AS AN INITIAL
ST=P, Thz ANROUNCEVENT SAID, "THE U,S. PLANS TO COMMENCEZ THZ SURVEY
OF THZ ATCLL PROZABLY LATE THIS SUMMER, THE CLEARUP AND REHABILITA- .
TION OF THZ THREE ISLANDS---PARRY, JAPTAN AlD ANIYAANII---IN THE |
SOUTHZASTERN PART OF THZ ATOLL, WILL RECEIVE FIRST PRIORITY.”

PRICR TO THE RETURN OF ERIVZTOK TO TRUST TERRITORY JURISDICTION
BY Thx END OF 1973, THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAID, "THE UNITED STATZS IS
CONMPLETING SOME RESEARCH AND DEVELCPHEZNT TESTING ON THE ATOLL WHICH
WILL Z0T INVOLVE NUCLEAR DETONATIONS OF ANY TYPE, THESE T=STS WILL
IN NO WAY INTERFERE WITH AN EARLY COMMENCEMENT CF THE REHABILITATION
PROCZ5S AND WILL BE COMPLETED 3Y THE EiD OF 1973."
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(SP=CIAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN APPOINTED) A

SAIPAN, APRIL 18, (MNS)=--=MARIANAS SEZHATOR OLYWPIO T. BORJA HAS
RTZ!, APPOINTED CHAIRMAN OF THE SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTZE CONCERNING
RONGELAP AND UTIRIK ATOLLS. OTHER MZNMREZRS OF THE COMIMITTIEE ARE RE-
RTSENTATIVE HANS WILLIANDER OF TRUX AND REPRESZNTATIVZ TIMOTHY
OLKEZRIIL OF PALAU.

THZ SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE CONCERNIMG ROMGELAP AND UTIRIK WAS
CREZATED UIDER PLELIC LAW 4C-33, WHICH AUTOMATICALLY BECANME LAW MARCH

28. THE COMIIITZE IS CRARGLC WITH iAc,n-or0usIizILITY 10 IRVESTIGALIL
THZ SFFECTS OF IRRADIATICN Od THE PZOPLE OF RONGELAP AND UTIRIK ATOLLS
AND WILL ATTEMPT TO SECURE ANY AND ALL MZDICAL ASSISTAWCE POSSIBLE FOR
THZ PZOPLE OF THZ AFFECTED ATOLLS. IT IS ALSO CHARGED WITH THE RES-
PONSISILITY FOR OBTAINING COMPENSATION FOR THZ PZOPLE OF RONGELAP AND
UTIRIX FOR THE INJURIES WHICK THEY SUFFERED DUE TO EXPOSIRE 10
IRRADIATION, .

ACCORDING TO SENATOR BORJA, THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE HAS BEGUN INITIAL
[TARINGS INTO THE RONGELAP AND UTIRIK SITUATION ON SAIPAN. ON MONDAY
THE COMMITTEE CALLED ON DR. WILLIAM PECX, TT HEALTH SERVICES DIRZCTOR,
AND DR. HAYAXAWA OF JAPAN FOR SOMZ BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE OVER-
A1, SITUATION OF THE AFFECTED PEOPLE. : < :
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