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Deav Scoator Jorja:

This 1a a followup to my letter of July 24, 1975 which promised
that we would keep you informed of progress here with respect
to the propesed Rongelap compensation matter.

futhorizing legislation is 'now being drafted. On & nusber of points,
the Department has diverzed somewhat from the guidelinos wihich you
submitted in your letteyr of May 22, 1975. tlest of our proposed
changes are in the nature of: clarlfication ulthoubu we lL:ave
reacrvaLiova on one or two aspects.

" 1. '"Payments to the 24 ex posed Rongelapesc who hava had
thyroid glands remsved by surgery.’

"After coneultation.wit; Pr. Qobert Conard, it was declded to esxpuand
‘this section by providing equal conpensation for the two hoys wito
sustained marked dnjury to their thyrolds as cvidenced by atrophy
and also for an individual vho Lad surgical removal of a nock

" tuaor,

2. "Payments 5n oqual aiiounts of 550,000 of comﬂvnqntion
cach to the natural mother uand father of laukenis victin,
(decrased), and of $50,000 cach to tha natural mother and
father of any future leukenia victiwms whose ifllrecs can be
cortificd by Urookiaven llational Lakoratory or iLs guccoeuor, 89

betug rudiation relaeod,”

Congiderable diifiéulcy wos erperienced @lth this dter, Vo under-
stand the speclal reavons why borh the natural mother and Lathner
vere singled out 1u the case of Tha clsuse
“specifying siwilar paynent to natural paronte in any future
gccurreuce ‘would bo restrictive and possibly detrimental to
the dircet belrs of any such individual. Uhile it is not anticipated
that any future ctases will ariase, it s our bellel here that any
reference to compensation of this nature should ainmply specify,
“the hedra of a persoun dying from radiation-relatsd causcs.”’ A
hypothetical case wmight be that of an adult male wiosa uatural
parcnts are deceased but who leaves a wife and family. Cou-
pensation speeified Dy law to ‘matural parents,' who might be
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‘deceesed, would create problems, The direct holrs of the parents
might not be the widow and children of the individual concerned.

The generalized wording we propose will fit the npecial circumstances
of ~ ag his parents were his dirtect heiry. Additionally,
wa believe that there must be a wmore realistic amount of compensation
conputed for circumstances of this nature.

b : - 3. "Payment of $1, OOO eech to the 157 exposed Utikerese as
: an -Inconvenience paymeat.'

i . This {e acceptable as it stands.
4. "The proﬁision of a special sum from which annual payuments

of $25,000 arc to be given annually to cach of the island communities
" of RHongelap and Utirilk for community projects.'

Cwwee e e

i . It is the etrong belief here that 1f there are necds of thig nature

’ they should be handled through the Yrust Territory budget. The
intent of the payment of thiws particulayx plece of legislation in

. - to compensate individuale for injurics or incenvenicnces suffered,

i . This aspeet has been dlscussed with certain staff members of
¢ appropriatc Congressional comalttees and they have indicated
o thet it 1is their belief alro that the committeecs would not he
b prepared to accept tnis particular iLtem. ;

i ) S. “Proviaion_of a contingency fund for future payments."

t. _ "~ VWa concur with this item slthough there may likely be some reduction
i ip awount, .

t We will keep you informed and forward a copy of the draft leglelation
b as sovor as Lt 18 completed.

Sincerely yours,

(5gd) Immett M. Rico
3put§7 '~ Dircctor of Territorial Affairs

! lonorable Olympio T. Borja

) Chafrwan, Special Joint Committee

i ‘ Concerning Rongelap & Utirik Atolls

' Congregs of lidlcroucsia .

. Seipan, HMariona Islands 96250 . .
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