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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. '

-

Yarch 5, 1256

Dear lr. President:

e purpose of this letter is teo obtain authority to exmend the
1ciaar caterials reguired for execution of the atomic test pregranm
anned for the late Spring of 1955 at the Pacific Proving Ground.

The operation, whicn n;s been sssigned the code name HEJIRG, is
presently scheduled o begin Liey 1, 1956, Current plans show a
need for 17 shots, and there is a possibility thal cne or two
additionel shots ¥iitll be recquired to carry cut the objectives of
Lhe progran. - a

The test series 1s designed to achieve four objectives wvital to
our continued prosress in the research and development of atomic
wegpons and in the improvement of aiomic defense. These arer
Pirst, to proof test certain weapons in stockpile or to be stock-
Dlleu in the near future; second, to continue developmental
research on pronigin: vweapons:i third, to continue WOng range

apons research of new Lechnicues, ideas and designs; and fourtd,
Lo conduct a weapons effects progran veguired by the Departrnent of
Defense.

Cerbaﬁn agpects o leve, will be o
parblicular invere géf
s Hc’zj
Eddition, Operation i corporates develomment tests of
devices to be sdapted am Suraueqlc and tectical wezwons, and
includes tests designed to conbinue the research and development
of small designs S"itamie for use in air-to-zir and surface-to-air
mlS@lles. These _ of course, have application to the alr ..
Dot
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The President -2 -

With reference to the problems of radioactive contamination and
fallout, seversl points are worth noting. The danger area about
the Pacific Proving Ground was temporarily enlarged during Opera-
tion CASTLE; it is intended that this larger arez or a similar
one will be used on QOperation REIWING from the outset. Even
though the number of shots for REDWING is greater than that for -
CASTLE (approximately seventeen as against six), the total cumi~
‘lative yield expected on RELWING from all shots is only sllghtly
more than half the cumulative yleld obtained at CASTLE.

It will be necessary to expend up to the'following amounts of
nucléar materials in conducting this program:

Authority is recuested to exgénd the above materials in the
conduct of Operation REDWING.

Respectfully yours,

Chairman

The President
The White House

LPPROVED £ Manrel, 1955
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Dwight L Eisenhover
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