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i. % Gotersine if ft ts advissdle to retus tis Aongelapeee

te thetr bowe felsnéd fp the Marebelis.

aa

2. After the relatively benvy fallout on the oarshall Islands

March 3, 1954, C2 indttitents were ewuyyted firat to Evajoiets ond then

to the Iniumd of £}4t on Nejuro Atoll where thay ate now livieg. Theve

have teen putlic stetemmts, comunred tm by the Atoctic nergy Commsicoion,

Departasst o% Interfer sad tie Depurtuet of Ctute to the effert thet thace

people will bo retumed te their bow taland of Roagelep as soon es it fs

poraible Sram 2anith comaldorstions. Guoh @ statement wae etrodtted to the

7s Sensdem of the U. Be Trumtecstlp Council, Ahcumittes of Petitions,

Yoav£7, 1906 by Mr. B. Vern Ieihy, Special Eopecsentative of the Adatais~

tering Auitnoities farthe fresh Reretiony of the Proisie Tnhephs.

* Stare the Mogulapsse arwSov mibeldized ty tng United Fates
. Goverment with Little new toe Cppertandty beactively scenes Shneem

Livelihood, there ie the righof ca onset of Indolemon, to the detrisnat

of (he best tatsrest of the Tongelapees. RES
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“. weSTOrm. radiowog.ca. eure@8 GF Was parabe. 16. sts

ao7eeia..y Ange ap atoul, have teen made duriag the peet too ex coc-itie:f

yoare. The latest eurvey (duly 23-06, 1956) Ladicates @ presence of «

residual comtenfoation om the ialen’ of Rengelap, Vat at a ievel rat i2

seceptediea fron oe health point of view, beth for the potential externa:

gas redistion expoewre ang the strowtiue-JO céstemts tae fees eapriy,

sith the poselble exception of lend erats.

z+ Shevefore, 1% Le teccamended wnat the position of tae Atonmie

anes, Commiasicn souid iw that tne Romgelapeso cou.d ve raturtod te thelr

Ryo av ALL #2 SCOR RBS Teshdi itetien potatoes Of tate is.cted co. Eomge.ep

ef> cosa™, OLR Ue wb iit Unat AB cracn Bet -e e8t2n ct inis tisa.

BYOPT FUN.Mire

~* he Da-ieiwme .f Hi-ctar, apo foution. Enscw live osrvites,

See bnwbeee, Giaive O weeda. Projecus, nal i. fice Co lhe Uxaeren. Cowmeal

\ wl

aeAPARTKE

T» She Ctteré. Manager reccemands tust aw Atanais sdar dg)

> ~ eu . Ye 4 + oaSafer se FO Naw deo TemeTAS.GD leds Cee -

Casoth665s

a. dppyore whe pesttion of the Atcat: Mmergy Comediseion

that the Bemgelazese could Be returned to thelr hoses isiund as £000 Bs

rehevillivticea grocedures have Been enmpisted om tue ialeng as deacrided 4

in Apperdix “3*.

be Rote that Appeedix “D” In a draft announcement waiel 4 4

wii. ve . ryceamh 1o tae Department of Inturtor for fessance when the

yl
aoe et ined
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ie =n Iareh 3, AGA, @ Balatively Meaty fallout eocurred oc

coun of tBs Marshall Islends a @ reselt of a nusleur veagome test at tao

fa tabebitenta vere evscusted ty Jonjelin veere Whey vere undey the eurveiil-
suce ef a teen of medical eazerts from the United Sates. On June 9, 1954,

the, were s@red to the Laemi of £241 (Mejuro Ato.) wasre they are my

Lovak,

<. Vette Rave 628 pudil? statements, CumTurred in sy Une '

at<aaie 2merg, Cusmlesiug, Scpertaret of Deterior amd tha Departaent of

wtate TO the eCfact Unvt these gesnta wis. oe returmrd to their base

Is‘azd af Zudie.ep as cook re 14 ic poesit ig Prem Bee ta ocma deratione.

Pet U SLSRGe wes clilea bo the 725 atkésion Go wa U0. Ne. Truetetebiz

Coxaci., Wabtceeitte oi Petitioms, Harsa <7, .5:6 by Hr. D0. ¥ermon Hela,

upsein. Bagresemtatice Of wae s@atanisctecin, awinerities ivr the Trust

Perritery oi tas Pacific Is.saris.

3- Sevreral radielogtes. surveys have been made of the Mirabsi

Felsnds, eapetially Ronzeing Abell, ataee March 1, 1954. The reseits of

these porvezs are contained in Ue several reports lg tee copuiscal labere-

tories aud are aeing mmrized im cam reyort by tae Givision of Melogy and

Medicine (4m preperation).

hk. ‘The Rongolapese Rave received eaaplate eccical fovestiguttons

et viz cammks, cat year tad tuo year poct-datonstiog, ty a tate headed

ty Se. Bears Conurt of Aachhaven Mationa: Lesoretery, ae veli as sererel
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A. Otatus of Ronge.apese Seath

5. Pertinest to any discusaion of the roan of the specs

te their bees island is the body inselt seffered frem the fallous co Marea 1,

195. One group of GO people recetved sbeut 175 reentgens waele tedy gaum

radiation, amd a eccond group of 15 recetved 6 rocatgem. the met highly

expoecd group wight heve received am additiomsi 100 - 150 reps te the

thyroid from internally deposited iectepes af tndime. The édapoeition of

bane sesking isotopes vas vary makli and ot two years the dDody Durden of

sinamtiun—, a8 estinsted vy winmeijeis wes ilttia greater than for controls

in the Ueditca Stetes. Gy the je individue.s expoemd, &5 experienced super-

Tiele. Skin .2éloms and ~5 Gep -esiaoms Mile 3: ahowed sone decree of

epiiatiumn.

&. The preavmt saditi.vo of the Rongeelap peop.e is cest descriled

b. tlhe recu.te of the two year medica. exasimation:#

G%e E@di.si eurve; ai the Aomge.iap pwople two years afler
exoeure to faliout radiation sho.s that Qe propie appear to hare
ceen im setcra..y good state of health aml gutrition and are aaking

gatisfector, recesery from their radiation exposure. Serie iilness
hes eccurred in two tndividumis Gut selteer those Llinesues nor
clintess Cimdings {mn other individwals emn be attrilted to rediation
effeeta. Ome death in May 1996, thet of a Sé-year-old Roncelsap oan,
vas dee to hypertensive heart disease. Previcus ezaminsticos had

shows. that the diseasa was undcabtediy present at the tim of axpoeure
to fallout radiation. .

“there 1s ovitence of continued inprovenemt of heaopolesis. ‘The

that reported in the tuc-year follow-up studies of the Jepencses casualties
of the etomic bombings. Evidence frum the Marstallese experience ine
dicates that the lowered levels of these blood eluents have nct lovered
the restetence of the people to @isease, end the present ievels are
not considered to represent e sesious comit

easarrm   
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* Medical survey o: Marchesllese ‘lwo Yeers After Expesure$oFalilout “

tion. Conmeni. 3. aA. et ai. Eraokhaven Rationa: Laboratory, March, 1956.
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Bealiaua, Chan.ee in tha skin “ea tas cate Lrradiz.ia
fOmticne to abos Lenre-sammt. Pigeent aserratians are stili
eviewunt in i) seece and im Sour of these ters Le aise starring

‘Tae radiochemical ammlysis of tae wine 6? cae Romet car
Sagem SNOWY Bonouseo.s Stblvit; ick le iargen, Gus te cerlam-1l4a-
jwtweoiyelintels 028B GRLy alight activity due to etrczetuse.
1a? wbey Aiden Gc. Uda liclvpsg ip esthiwaiad eo Se 42. Lea.

tas poertiiceit io ieveis. Zxaninotion of ceme apes lene in tas
Tage Gi Wat Gee gan ero dice sheve BO ridistica# tha: can Le
Geliadlaiy seccthatea vila ebaget degveli-i.t La uae ‘enec.
stadlea es Padiogregie of ie Cousrs of the aapcand oi ben
wave BL GV idwhss GC. cM, cms do asia Prim pocance deporite o.
ODee ae hhaSo

3. fote:nis Cece Tax, Few. om Yoomy. ar fol.
1RRTEAS.Rsataeseeemee ee ore =

i. ‘Te eatermal gohan doe reves 4U thoes fee. Gave the ground

2 th: Besamdi of Eomalap are eacwae tn Orash Goe. It alas de anpocted

thai Usle cure viil fiatter oa <4 ting dus tu doatrarce ef the 33 paar

hebfeiife cesius-13$7. The latest survey of Romgelsp Islami ot the can of

duly 13756 ahoved « vunge of values frou 6.2 ~ 9.5 atiiiroentigens yer beur,

with dn eyersgs of 0.4 arfhe. Grage ono rocreste 4m enticipgated dome rate

a% the tlas of the survey te te shat 0,1 ar/hr. wee Bigher value found

ie wodeltttedly dae te the sentl addition) fallout thet eceuved derizeg

Gperatian Redving, Wace tatsFelesivery freak yodisagtive meterial,

RESTRICMS AQAA
own   



Qaeemene evo 4Gr

Uae dgeay «lll ce agra regid 6 Want tae come Totes c@ Sangean Inia

we

at the tine cl rezetriation sbould te .ese tesa % atiliroertzens/week-

Tee wexioun peratssthie saternal gemms expescsé to aft workers

recommeded vy the Autions\ Comesttoe om Eadintion Protectionis 0.3

roentguss/visk vith on aided revteietion (now peading agproval, Wy,CP),

that the aaxizes permiseieig Ascunalated dose atany age, %, Opals 5 tu.)

(8-18), provided ne ogmmal incresest exeseda 15 ren (This eppites to ail

eritieal orzans excegt the akim, Yor ubich Une waleer is Goutle). Tie

RAALs owriulstivic ex-oeure far the pomuatiad as a whee from ail somrces

Bf ,c@2601LE, Lm Liing Tetlee. aml viber canstene cOurcts, add Veckgroand

gap.. POL «aceen 2.4 Bi.ilor rem per sition 2. poyuwtics ser the period

Sox, CoRte; tien tp te ape 29. Ia de daffieult to extreceiate pretisely

fer inte Gas futers, wi the date murgsst that the (ame soos af Beegeiap

Ze cath ARR. GUL grietar wameda (1. et ain) o.5 rotstgune for ties Pirat

peas tf faavcttenes, with .esaer Gosas im guccecmemec years.

+ ‘Be gis doce retes op other (slemic cf Sonciag ater.

heer Wot lover fB.Loved Ge clotaly 4: Ga Bonge.up cut tot deca saggest the

fewiive Gese rates ner Ge lee seme as nearutcd te the firat pert of

Merch LSa, Lee. Uae Bighcet actirity Ga any ioland Sa aegut a factor af

iG higher than Rongelap.

9. Tra Pongelagese ge cu fishing expedi§ions te other tolands

neluding thon shoving vote nighew and lover activity. Ivever, these

Rongilepese spend en aggrveietie past of their tins in leeks aver water

where the external gum aciivity ta peur tackgrousd values. Thus, the

yearly svarage for these promably veul4 mat Giffer crestiy fron tacee

N DATANBoagelep Teiend.
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ere contained ie Table One. There ere wide vorlunces im the duta 80

thet cétinited 2varuge welase ore used. This {6 pot co unreusomeic

apprasch sinze {¢ vould We exported ent the food actully convened

youl’ te about te varinilc as the individml ssapies eollerted for

analytes

2h. The Loqtege of prinsigns cmnsern fn the food chase fs

strcetiae30. for on adals warter the gafuteired meetin pernisetale d0cy

Yurdam $e 1000 manshine Unite (1000 storenterocertes ef ne? per gram of

encima). Wilevs for mxthas peruisesibie axpocures to the gincral pope

lntion are 1/2) that for cdult werkers, of 100 Gamekine Quite, satntained

havel in the body. The Bastions Jeadeny of Solencas report stated “==

Shese seams po rensan to heritate te aitorw 0 wilversai Baer stroutlube

turden of 1/20 of Yee permiislitinew=” for udult workers. This corresponds

to the 1UG Swmobine Usita.

dee Tooet Obs fitiicates that the sverige coecvutration of strontium

SO in the tot fool rugply sight be ieee thin > Sunshine Write. (the

@xta am lumi crate chown Is Tnbie One are from the Inland of Faveils odtich

iu mere Resyily contesamted tha the Islund of Rongriap). Hovewor, if

ersna ve elintnated froe the chet, the Stabe wight average about 167

Sunshine Units. Turther, elisinetion er resteietion of the commuytion of

pandsks would redice the ebvontfwi-90 inteke to vel endwr 100 Susshine Units.

13. Tesre ic cams doubt comerniug the cerrect strentive-

sctivity is fhe lend crabo since thay are higher than far previgns surveys

whiok is comtrary to 411 other Gabe. Additiomml surveys aould clarify tats

yoint. In aay event these land erst: are froa the islands

ae REST
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would te expected those of Eomge.np Te.cad ta .@ lo-ar tian ce Baceinc
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the alove dita and eatimates indicate that of land crabs are eliminated

fram their dict, the eatinited future body burdes of the Ronzelapese vould

be substantially iosa than 120 use of sx per grasa of exiziem. Liaiting

tha Latake of yordzaus would further reduce the estiasted fr9 tatake. By

menns of the continulay medical sxaniustiona deseribed Lelow it would be

possinis to tute .ty tendency of untoward actwmistion of strontiua-gy vita
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id. If the Rongeisgeee vere returnet to tet lome Leland, a

progrea wuid be innugarated of contimeing medical {mspections. The

Eougelapese wuld tbe examined cuce 6 xouth and ecuplete ardical emmimition

perforaed ance e year Wy su fereiecem fortor. A redie «oxld be proviaed

on Rongelay for commmication vith the rect Territories Office on Resye

(Imjoieie Atoll) vaere & plone would be available ofall thies fer any

Gasrgetcy. A Pally cqulpped dispensary would be provided om Remgeag

ai BA Gaze SRNR DER.TR alte Ce Mo oases) rot 2 Ue Beeaetl BL Ba!
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sacrifined waciaily in tion, ‘Tbe last group of anions une collected

and seceificed souet tea youre after the initia: Callout. Like aii 6:

the ethay grevieuts eonaliv.iions tare vere nO gross Hew petbologica. changes

in the eaizmis that could be daflzdtely eservtbed te radiation. Te estixated

exterpal gemma iase cus eour 300 roantyens for the tea yearss

21. Gf equal tatearest t2 the bady Lardes af strivotius-3 ta
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Uae fiseloe prodast intake ty way Of direct coptemination vas qytiaum

Bhd tem strontiuer4O ves Righwat im (he soll«plant-animal eytle. Alsc,

dee to their relati-e.y anert iife egam, it vould be expected thst

Aheiy body wardens hed approached equiileeium veiuea. These dota suzept

the coailusion atove thet tae estivated future tod; Varden of tae Bonelapese
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Le Tie Division of MLLitary Applisation mae b&d pitas preyered

for the recmatrustion srd cehebiiitation of bomen cad Taetiitiscs om
en

Rop.e.sp. Those place kave teen tmarporeted inte a ccuprehensive progres

for the return of the Nemgeulay people te their base otaii sbice vill

vé ip .cagnted if the decision is mide to return trem at this tin.
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<Rare thG7 £03 MO. siitag. Toere Mave seem pudiic stataneaia, .cocurred lt

ay tae Ataals Snerg; Comsisetun, Degartaent eof Latertar end the Depazinens of
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if Bomze..p at soem ca it fe posedb.e ‘ree baita copseiGeraticna. Such B

stotcon  afitgd de the . 74a Gesaion ot ee U. B. Tiustesas: g Cousesi,

we loseah tee 2: feistiate Marca c!, i990 uy Br VWermee 8. BAE;, Special

Gefhesunihe. 2 os 13: ABaizisteria, ‘uteerities fox the Trust Territory af

wee Ge tea UOT om

. eo. tit VMaseoe dé. surye 6 92 the Merabe.. Isiands espacia-is

fect ee eeRT eee €ecirg se phae beo Grd ome-se. sare iw

bias . (J). carateg bY. 4) Aeell atae 6 grteanee Gf & oee dua. Sopeen

he og. om wa Le.sna .f Tonye.ap, igh ai & verve. est 1s eotagiav.e feom beatae

peantios vis .oua Jig (me prlephia. eRVeremi chute redistics vaxposure sad

Loe BLUM« octemt in tha food suppiy. with tae yocaia.s sxception of

rr edasisite, Wii positian uf the Atooi: Snerg: Commiizion is Unat

cua Bop2 .apess tonld be returned te thelr bowe isiand ag gaom es rehstilitation
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Sighbtj-one innacitenpts Gr the leland of Ronge -ap, who were
 

evacuated foiog.ing rudioactive faisout resuiting from @ thermonxsar

detonation at the atomic Snerg, Comemiesionm's Malvetok Proving Ground on

March ., 19,4, wil. ~ returmed to their Rome isisad on

(aatey
the Department of the Interior announced today.

The decision to return the Rongelap inhabitants ves made after the

Atomic Koargy Commiesion hed advised that 1% vould be safe for thea to Live
on the atell. Periodic rediclogies) surveys of the atoll have Been mde

under the sponsozahip of the Comission since March 1, 1958. Aceoréing to |

the Commission, residual radicactivity om the island has decreased to

BOOMAPA ec rte:

“a: Bene. .s, im: liemte have oeen a@vised not to eat lund crats

bli. weve lus uigiset present comcentraticns of Stromtius-90, pending the

resu.ty of future redic.agica. wumeys. land crabs are not a aienificaat

pert of their nora. diet.

Qhe anhalitents GF Roengerap «ere ao.vd to AZ.txyulein Atoii shortly

Gites the fu._out ccturrea. Om Jume 9, i9.4, they vere moved to the Taland

cr Silt on MJjuro ° 71. ami have been Living there under the care of tae

U. ow. Govarmoent. One daitm - fro hoart disease not conmmected vith the

rediiution exposure - and nine births all normal have occurredanomg the

A cCoaprehensive progras fore the return of the Rongelap people te

thsir bone stoll has been approved by the High Commissioner of the Trust

Sarritorics of tue Pacific Islands, the Cammnder in Chief, U. d. Pacific

(more )
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Fosst, tox Cosmander ou: Juint ines Porce even, and tue jtomic Energy

od

Commission.

Under this program, the village on Rongelap will. be reccastructed,

since the buildings Rave deteriorated during the tiae they Mave bees

unceeupied. Subsistence support foy the inhabitants vill be provided for «

A fully equicped mwedteal Qispensary will be provided om Rongelap,

and om excerienced hetlth aids viii le on the island. Zach inhabitant will

we giver . compiete uecica.: exasimution j,eur., by &n American paysician,

Of the inhabitants, ome group of G pweopie rece; ved aikat .7D

Pant en an | Agoes Taduet cm art 2 pscomd grove af lo vecedved 6:

cuosatcems. FA t —Lkht eareriemead ekir .@siong which bee cealed, and jp

BI we earer Lf. OF Baar. uae fucerna. ue ariticn of rudioisotopes,

imo tudin, esticontiur- ., wee ome...

2b orem se -tjet Moe olen yi ch periodic amiica.: eansalinations.

The cenalt?.g o the w.reur te year: after the faeclout wa. curemrized es

fo.iors dm thy resort of tne aedicul tuut «Rick comducted the eamatmtions:

‘ht wedicai survey of the Rumge.a; people two years after aaposure

to faiiout radietion shoves that the people appear to have been in generally

good state of healta and nutrition and are making satisfactory recovery from

their radiation exposure. Earious illness has occurred ta tro individmls

vut neither these illnesses ney elinical findings in other iniividuels can

be attributed to radiation effecte. Ome death in May 1956, thet of a 46-year-

ol4 Remgelap pan, sas due to hypertensive beart disease. Previous exaninations

had stoon that the dicsase vas undoubtedly present at the tise of axposure

to faiiout rw. ticn.
hy mp a ad

(msec NAN
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“nara ts evidence oy ecoptimued ieprovement of Renupoieul.. The mean

wgmphoe st. Coun. us #lightsy imeresased over the one-year laveis, but is etiil

slightly below the mean ecatroi court. fhe masn platelet isvel is abgut the

acme os found at coe year after exposure end 1a still slightiy belew the

eontrol lewl. ihe sean neutroghile ceunt ot cme year qiter exposure had

reached the comtrol level. The delay ia complete reecvery af lyuphoeytes

and pistelets is siniler to that reported tm the tyo-year fellev-up studies

ef the Jujunce: casewmmsrtios Of tha atanic bombings. Evidence from the

Mareiu..... ips. ines Lpelicates thot tue lo.ered levels of these 2i00d ele

MMe w. . Lil .wacrea tha resigtance ci tne peonie to diseea.c, and the present

aveGan oefa hes Ct Rb uere bO Pepraatil ‘e eericsg Comiition.

cw Viadazeo Lf ube e€ar crue tae feta Lrradiaticr -cntinue &

SIN dL, ew es Boone tl ae ehialiets acs @tica evident im i thee. ond in

CNeE ee eeetele 2 ee BORTIGME vila some odherence ef the akin to the

Bae eee bee awed y cin be he Foes Ovidence of tlesus Sreskdown

OF Wallet.ae dt ahh, Gt tacks .eckoma, and surical mepaic 1a mot

CGNblvesw. Dectbebsy @l tale tine. Historogica. sxaginticn ©: okin dlopetes

at stu. uw ced.ation cesions succes residue. effects of radiation dames, but

mo ey ildunce of premaiiguant or glignant changes.

“Ophthamological survey reveals that there are no radiation-inhwed

lene oypscities, amd the incidence of cewlar lesions is siuflar in expoesd

and contrel populations.

“The radiochenical analysis of the wine of the Rongelap yoople

shows measurasle activity wateh is largely due to cerlum-lbt«praseodyaium-lbs

wits cn.y wilebt activity due to strontiue-40. The bed; burden of these

LeiOs ke wu. tineteai We oe var. be.oe tae persiestbd.a levers. Exsciration



of bune épecimens in the case of the ome avn who died shovs no radiation

test can be definiteiy associated vith fullcut dsposition in the bomas.

Gtudies of radiographs of the femara of the exposed ehildren shov no

evidence of any tone dufects from possibile deposits of redicenslices. |

 


