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WRITER'S DIRECT DIAL NUMBER

(202) 637-9104

Mr. Hal L. Hollister
Acting Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Research

Office of Assistant Secretary
for Environment

U.S. Department of Energy
EV-3 Forrestal Building
Washington, D.C. 20585

Dear Mr. Hollister:

As you may recall from the dose assessment meeting on
Kili last week, Senator Henchi Balos, the Bikinians' elected
representative to the Marshall Island Nitijela, asked DOE
scientists why they now believe that people can live on Eneu
Island in light of the fact that government officials just two
years ago stated that Eneu Island would have to remain off-
limits for 20-25 years, due to unexpectedly high levels of
radiation on the island. You and Dr. Wachholz replied that
DOE had no knowledge of such statements.

Senator Balos was referring to testimony on May 22 and
June 19, 1978 before the House Appropriations Committee Sub-
committee on the Interior. At the May 22 hearing, for example,
Ruth Van Cleve, Director of the Office of Territorial Affairs,
stated that her expectation that the Bikinians could be moved
to Eneu had been changed by recently-released DOE data declaring
Eneu off-limits:

"I must tell you ... that we have suddenly
been required to recast our preliminary plans
in a very major way. The committee will recall
that when we testified before you a month ago,
we anticipated, on the basis of the best infor-
Mation then available to us from the Department
of Energy, that if it were necessary to move
the people of Bikini Island to an alternative,
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safe site, we could expect that the nearby
island of Eneu would be available for the
purpose.

Last Thursday we learned that tests of a
limited sample of food-stuffs growing on
Eneu showed an uptake of radionuclides much
in excess of those predicted on the basis of
the known cesium and strontium content of
the soil. Accordingly, we have concluded that
we must eliminate Eneu as an alternative site,
and we have thus revised substantially the
plans for temporary settlement.”

Hearings on 1978 Second Appropriations Bill Before the Subcom-
mittees of the House Committee on Appropriations, 95th Cong.,
2d Sess. at 866 (1978) (hereinafter "Hearings"). See also
High Commissioner Winkel's statement, id. at p. 889.

 

Following Mrs. Van Cleve's remarks, Joe Deal of DOE sub-
mitted data showing that cesium levels on Eneu were 5 to 6 times
the previous estimates. He also stated that radiation measure-
ments in six salt water wells on Eneu may have exceeded EPA
standards. Hearings at 877.

At the June 19 hearing, High Commissioner Winkel reported
that he had met with the people living on Bikini Island and
"explained to the people ... that Eneu Island ... was not con-

sidered safe enough to allow their living on it at this time....
Hearings at 913. The Statement of Understanding signed by the
U.S. Government on Kili on August 16, 1978 reflects this view:
",..-foJn the basis of the most recent scientific information, it
appears that Eneu Island ... will ... be unavailable for settle-
ment.

Eight months later, by letter dated May 15, 1979, Ruth
Clusen, DOE Assistant Secretary for Environment, wrote to Under
Secretary of the Interior Joseph stating unequivocally that Eneu
could not be resettled for 20-25 years even with imported food:

"The degree of uncertainty in estimating doses
on Eneu Island is similar to that for Enewetak
Atoll. Assuming, therefore, that Enewetak cri-
teria are applicable to other similar situations
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in the northern Marshall Islands, the dose esti-
mates for return of the Bikini people to Eneu
Island would be compared to the Enewetak criteria
as described above rather than to the FRC guidance.
When this is done, it is found that even with
imported food the radiation doses to the people
on Eneu would not be expected to be in compliance
with the Enewetak criteria for about 20-25 years."

(Emphasis supplied)

 

 

I am enclosing copies of Mrs. Clusen's May 15, 1979
letter as well as cited pages from the hearings, the August 16,
1978 Statement of Understanding, and various newspaper articles
that reported at the time that a move to Eneu would not be
possible.

In light of the above testimony, I believe it would be
appropriate to review this matter, and I request that you provide
Senator Balos, through me, with a thorough answer to his ques-
tion. It may be that these 1978 and 1979 statements were based
on incomplete data, but this matter should be cleared up.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

&

Sincerely,

uth, beglf
' Jonathan M. Weisgallf

(;

JMW :cmf VS

Enclosures

cc: Henchi Balos (w/enc.)
Ruth Clusen (w/enc.)
Steve Gottlieb, Esq.
Gordon Law (w/enc.)



October 28, 1980

T. McCraw, EV- 3 0<i

Attached is a letter from Jonathan Weisgal. He raises

the issue of why Eneu was not considered "safe" at the time

of the '78 hearings, whereas in 1980 it is conditionally

okay. (The content of the May, 1979, letter to which

referral is made is nearly identical with our current posi-

tion, and I will respond to that portion of his letter).

Since you were involved at that time (1978), could you

provide a response for that portion of the letter?

Please let me know ASAP.
4

Thank you.

Zh
Bruce W. Wachholz, EV-30

cc: W. Bair, PNL
W. Robison, LLNL

R. Ray, NVOO ,
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Departmentof Enerav
Washington, D.C. 20585

May 15, 1979

Honorable James A. Joseph
Under Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Joseph:

I am pleased to reply to your letter of April 12, 1979, regarding
the possible return of the Bikini people to Eneu Island.

This response will address both of the issues you raise:

1. Your understanding of previous statements by my staff.

2. More detailed information on estimated dose assessments for
people living on Eneu Island, including various assumed living
and eating patterns.

With respect to the first point, your understandings are, in general.
correct. The more detailed information addressing the sacond point
is included as an enclosure to this letter.

If the guidance of the Federal Radiation Council (FRC) (500 mrem/yr
to individuals, and 170 mrem/yr and 5000 mrem/30 yrs to a population)
is to be complied with, the people could return to Eneu only if it is
assured that adequate imoorted food would be available to and used 61
the people for approximately 20 years, that food grown on Bikini Island
is not a part of the diet, that residence is restricted to Eneu Isiana,
and that visitation to Bikini Island is effectively controlled.

Since the FRC guides were originally formulated, an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) was prepared for the resettlement of Enewetak
Atoll. In the E18, recommended criteria which are one-half of the
FRC guidance for individuals and 80 percent of the 30-year FRC guidance
for populations were proposed for evaluating land use options for use
in planning the cleanup and rehabilitation of Enewetak Atoll. These
criteria were recommended because of uncertainties in estimating future
doses to the people at Enewetak Atoll. However, following the return
of people to the Islands, direct radiation exposure measurements would
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be available and comoared with the full FRC guidance of 500 mrem/yr to
individuals and 5009 mrem/30 yrs to the population. These criteria for
Enewetak were reviewec by interested Government agencies; no objections
to these criteria were raised. Gne of the reviewing agencies, tre “.
Environmental Protection Agency {EPA}, found the criteria acceptable,
but considered them to be "... upper limits ..." and that “... any
proposed guideline or numerical values for the ose limits are only
preliminary guidance and that a cost-benefit analysis must be undertaken
to determine whetner the projected doses are really as low as readily
achievable and practical before proceeding with the relocation project.
On the basis of such analysis it may be prudent to lower dose guidelines
for this operation."

The degree of uncertainty in estimating doses on Eneu Island is similar
to that for Enewetak Atoll. Assuming, therefore, that Enewetak criteria
are applicabie to other similar situations in the northern Marshel]
islands, tne dose estimates for return of the Bikini people te Eneu
Island would be compared to the Enewetak criteria as described above
rather than to the FRC guidance. When this is done, it is found that
even with imported food the radiation doses ta the people on Eneu would
not be expected to be in compliance with the Enewetak criteria for about
29-25 years.

Several basic combinations of residence and food constraints are discussed
in tha enclosed, and are tllustrated and summarized in the attachments to
the enclosed. Other considerations also are addressed. If any further
refinement of the data changes these estimates in a significant way, we
wilt immediately inform you.

We trust that this is helpful ta you in resolving the issue of the
acecptability of tneu Island as 2 resioence istand.

. Sincerely,

Leo yy
v\! rT (Oo és freer OK.

RUth ¢. Cluser
Assistant Secretary fo: Lavironmert

Enclosure

cc: Or. William Mills, EPA
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there ix un immediate danger, then we can pause until the radiological surveys
reveal whether the move te Eneu can be made or whether we bave to move fo a
leas altrucuve sile.

As we informally advised the committee staff last week, the results of
the very recent tests of the body burdens of the people living on
Bikini TsTand show a significant tnerease in such burdens. While it
mitybe arguable whether the test results show “an immediate danger,”
we in the Departinent of the Interior are satisfied that the people
should be moved from Bikini [sland as soon as it is possible to doso.
We have asked the representatives of the Department of Energy to

discuss with vou the radiological situation on Bikini and its implica-
tions for the people on Bikini Island. and they will de so in a moment.
Then the High Commissioner and Fwant to discuss with you our plans
for the move of the people from Bikini Tsland.

NEED TO RECAST BIKINE REEABILITATION PLANS

Toanutst tell vou now, however, that we have suddenly been required
to reenst our preliminary plans ina very major wiv, The committee
will reentt thac when we testified before you a month ago, we antici

pated. on the Iasis of the best information then available to us from
the Department of Inergy. that if it were necessary to move the
people of Bikini Island to an alternative, safe site, we could expect
that the nearby island of Enen world be available for that purpose,

Last Thursday we learned that test: of a limited saniple of food-
stuffs growing’on Eneu showed an uptake of radionuclides much in
excess of those predicted on the basis of the known cesinmand stron-
tinmcontent of the soil. Accordingly, we have concluded that we must
eliminate Bnew as an alternative site, and we have thus revised suab-
stantially the plans for temporary settlement, We will outline those
plans to vou after the Energy Department discussion of the radio-
activity situation on Bikini and neu.

‘To nssist us in our discusion of ourrelocation plans, there are present
with me this morning, in addition to Tigh Commissioner Winkel,
his District Administrator for the Marshall Islands District, Oscar
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Is there anything else contaminated that they eat besides coconuts?
Mr Ov pr Bru v. Pandanus and other local subsistence crops.
Mr, Yares, Ace those infected too /
Mr. Ov pr Bind. We are told they are infected also.
Mr. Yovres. Adi right. vo ahead. Mar Deal.
Me. Dean. The last slide, you asked us to tell you the status of what

we knew of Enen Pshund.
Mr Yarrs. We would like to know what the status of Bikini is as

well.

(‘Phe elutrts follaw 24

MEASURED RADIATION DOSE—BIKINI {SLANOERS

{REM per year}

 

 

 

1976 1977 1978

External ne ne eee ees 0 2% 0 200 0 200
internat. — tee be tees 003 to 667 088 to. 538 070 to . 980

Total coc eeee ce eee eee 2CJ3 to. 267 . 288 10 . 738 270 to 1. 180

Note’ Federal standard for individuals equals 0S REM per year.

SPATCS—ENCE [sbLANts

External radiatton: 2 rem. ear,

Coropnt FG theese Cs measurements 3 fo 6G times previotis escinnttes,
Other fead crops  Sartaples mow Devage aad, zed,

Sixowater wells. 3 noc potitde chigh salty: 3 may be potable but; radiacgion
MeUSUTeHOeNES iad eXeeed EA standards

Me. Yarus. Have vou decided that from now on vou are not going to
permit people to live on Bikomi any more? Obviously they can’t live
there if they are going to continie to be infected mght ?

Mr. Drat Rieht. ves sir
Mr Yarns. So as faras vou know. Bikini P-lend is throogh: as an

area for living. .
Mirw Dian. Yos. sir, probably notil we get another 30 years. The half

life of cesium is SO years. seat the end of SO years there would be one-

half the adnownt of costume remaining. Por every 30-year period there-

after. Che cositin deewtys to one-half its valne,

BASIS OF luom DRCESCON ON BERINI

Mr. Yaris. Why were people allowed to go back there in 19r2 ¢ Who

made thar slecision /
Mra. Vaw Crirvi. Min. Chairman,
Mer. Yates. Your friend in fnterior?
Go ahead, plate. Mrs. Van Cleve, _.

Mrs. Vax Curve. The President of the United States made the de-

cision in Ataguet 196s,

Mew Yarrs. Acting upon whose advice ¢ a

Vow. Vax Croat. Phe announced that the people of Bikua could re-

turn on the basis of adviee received: from expert rated ay the Atomic

Enerey Comission who said) thitt Hiking wees safe for damian

habitation.
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STATEMENT OF HIGH COMMISSIONER ADRIAN P. WINKEL BEFORE THE
INTERIOR AND RELATED AGENCIES SUBCOMMITTEE, COMMITTEE ON
APPROPRIATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, CONCERNING
RESETTLEMENT OF THE PEOPLE OF BIKINI, MAY 22, 1978

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee:

The preceding statements of Mrs. Van Cleve and the     
  

   

presentation of the Department of Energy clearly demonstrate

the dilemma we face in dealing with the immediate and longer-

range futures of the people now living on Bikini Island.

Until last week, it had been a reasonable presumption

based on predictions by the Department of Energy that Eneu

in the Bikini Atoll would be a satisfactory place to which

the Bikini people could be moved in the immediate short-run

period and that it would also serve as a permanent location

for the bulk of the larger group still on Kili.

We now know that this is not the case.

We thus have the necessity of a temporary move to a4

location that most likely will not be the permanent home for

these people.

At this pointe let me say that there are no uninhabited

islands or atolls on which these people might make a perma-

nent settlement. Uninhabited islands in the Marshalls are

uninhabited because they are incapable of sustaining human

life to any extent, particularly the numbers of people we are

talking about.
P
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:
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COMMISSIONER ADRIAN P. WINKEL BEFORE THE

Lo AGENCIES SUBCOMMITTELD, COMMITTEE ON

fOUCE OF REPRESENTATIVES, CONCERNING

1E PEOULD OF BIKINI, JUNE 19, 1978

fa

4
HS

 

Mr. Chairvan, Members of the Committee:

In, accordance with the decisions mace at your May 22nd

meeting, I discussed with the people of Bikini Island their

forthcoming move from that island and their preference as ta

rel.cation sites. These meetings were held over a period of 24

Nours, cn Thursday and Friday, June 1 and 2, with virtually

all of the people of the Island--men, women, and children--

an attenzuance at tne first meeting, and 35 to 40 people (the

aja.t rale povulation) at the succeeding two meetings.

Subsequently, on Monzay, June 5, a meeting was held wath

the veople of Kili Island for the same purposes, with about 104

peorle in attendance.

In the opening remarks at Bikini I explained to the people

that I was there to inform them it was necessary that they move

from Bikini Island, that Eneu Island also was not considered safe

enough to allow their laving on 1t at this time, and that four

relocation sites were suggested for their consideration and decision.

At the second meeting on Friday, June 2, various spokesmen

outlined the preferences of the people as follows:

1) Stay on Bikina Island until further information is

available about Eneu food and its levels of radio-

activity. The people reasoned that they would have to  
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STATLIUGNY GF UNDLESTANDING

ON THE PART OF THE

GOVFISIMENT OF THE UNITED STATES

AND THE COVERAMENT OV THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

CONCERNING THE

MOVE OF THE PEOPLE OF BIKINI ISLAND, AUGUST, 1978

On August 11, 1978, the Undersecretary of the Deparcment of the

Interior, James A. Joseph, the Deputy Undersecretary, Wallace Green, and

the Director of the Office of Territorial Affairs, Ruch G. Van Cleve,

journeyed to Bikini Island to meet with its current residents. The purpose

of their meecing was to convey information on the subject of the forthcoming

move by the people of Bikini Island to Kili Island, and to respend to qucs-

tions and hicar concerns put to them by the people of Bikini [sland. They

had carliec, on August 7, held a similar meeting with former residents of

Bikini who now reside on Kili. The High Commissioner of the Trust Territory

of the Pacific Islands, Adrian P. Winkel, had been prevented vy bad weather

in Saipan from joining in the visit to Bikini Island, but he had earlier mee

with the people of Rikini, as well as with other Bikinians on Kili.

In 1946, the people of Bikini were removed from their atoll by the

U. S. Navy in order to enable the United States tu use the atoll for a

nuclear testing program which lasted until 1958. The islanders were moved

first to Rongerik, then to Kwajalein, and ultimately to Kili. In the late

1960's, it appeared chat levels of radiation on Bikini atcll were such that

the people could return co and use a number of the major islands of the atoll.

Beginning in 1969, a clean-up of che atoll and @ rehabilitation program was

begun. In the early 1970's, some Bikini people were employed in the profect

and the nikhgnd fsluud population increased to appiwsdauiely iso in ly/6. In

1977, the intake of radionuclides by the people living on Bikini Island had

inereased to alarming proportions, and a major feeding program was insti-

tuted. April, 1978 surveys showed that the feeding program had not resulted

1 +o soegeeey
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25.

ie “cerease in the radionuclide body burden. The Departwent of the

taterdor decided, in the light of the evidunce presented by the Department

oi Energy, that the people living on Bikini should be moved at the earliest

peur wathes an wetiul/radiolmgace! Sulvey currently underway and other

radiological tests or Bikini being concucte! by the Deparement of Enersy

will determine whether Bikini *.oli can, in tne ioresceable future, be

considered as a home for the Bikini’ people.

Among the requests of the people of both Bikini and Kili was a

request for a statement in writing of the understandings that the repre-

Sentatives of che United States conveyed during those meetings and of the

commitments that those representatives were willing to make. The follow-

ing are inrended to respond to the principal concerns then and there

expressed.*

Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Van Cleve, on behalf of the Government of the

United States, and Mr. Winkel, on behalf of the Government of the Trust

a .

Territory, offered the following assurances:

I. The Government of the United States considers itself generally

responsible for the well being of the Bikini people and their descendents

and, following consultation with them, the Government of the United States

will seek to arrange their relocation, permanently, in the most satisfactory

Manner possible. [he Departmence of the Interior will undertake to obtain

such authority and such resources as may be required in order to meet and

BU AugUsSl 14, 19rS, ceon ther ote Bikini and Kali omoctoues. the four

officers iclerred Lo above were involved in a major airplane accident

off the coast of Guam. Although they were among che survivors, their
notes taken at the meetings sunk with the airplane. This statement.

drafted by Mrs. Van Cleve on August 15 at the Guam Naval Hospital is
intended to be as full as recollections permit, but in the circumstances
it may not be complete.
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   discharge this responsiviiity. Ihe vepartacnt ol the interior will wall upon

other agencies of the Unitcd States Goverment tu assist dt. particularly the
.

Department of Energy, Seo a> tu assure that, among other thirss, the medical

needs of the current residents of Bikini Island continue to ve i...

1Il. Because Kili Island has, until recent weeks, been regarded as

solely a temporary relocation site for the people of Bikini, che Governments

 

se

have never undertaken to construct permanent facilities there, nor to improve

significantly any of the existing Kili facilities. It is now known rhat

Bikini Island will not be fit for human habitation for decades to come, and

on the basis of the most recent scientific information, it appears that Eneu

Island, in the Bikini Atoll, will also be unavailable for settlement. In

the circumstances, the Governments understund that soma of the Bikini people

will chonse to remain on Kili indefinitely, and the Gavernments will accord~

ingly undertake a program for the permanent rehabilitation of Kili.

III. [It is not yet possible to devclop a permanent relocation plan

for the peopie of Bikini. That plan must await completion of the aerial/
‘

radiological survey that is now underway, and that is expected to be com-

pleted no later than the early weeks of 1979. When those survey results

are available and evaluated, and when any remaining scientific tests found

necessary are also completed, all of which developments are expected to

eceur in the first months of 1979, it will be possible to identify safe

telocation sites. The Governments will then, following full consultation

with the people of Kili (including the current residents of Bikini Island

who will by then have relocated there), plan in detail for the relocation

of such Kili residents as choose to move elsewhere, affording to them a

choice among the possible relocation sites. Those who choose to remain on

Kili will be secuumodated thece.
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Bikini {sland:
Lost Again
fo Radiation
When the atomic bomb dropped. [

thought Bian would diseppear com-
pletely. ft would have deen better,
maybe, if whad. .. . Then we would-
nb have all these troubles.

=—Naihes Note, mribe
of the Bikini people, 1978

. BY JERRY BELCHER
‘Tones Slee? wrrver

BIKINI, Marshall Istands—When
the Amencans made him leave Bikam
for the first ume. in 1946, Andrew
dJakeo was 4 years old.
When, after using the fragile Paci-

fie atoll for 23 nuclear test biasts. the
Americans in the person of Prendent
Lyndon B. Johnson assured him. his
fellaw islanders and the rest of the
wortd that Bikim once again was safe
for human life, Andrew Jakco was 56.
Now Andrew Jakeo is 66 and.

above all else, he wants to live out
the days that remain to tim on this
tuny curve of coral, sand and coconut
palms with his family and frends.

Then, when his ume comes, he
wanls to be buned here among his
ancesiors.

Butthe old man will not be permil-
(ed to end his days where he wishes.

For one day next month—[cderal
officals say about Aug. 22, although
offical plans dealing with this place
and Uhcse people secm to go awry
more often than nol—the Americans
will remove Andrew Jakeo and the
140 others living on 449-aere Gikint
Island, fargest of the 26 islets that
make up Bikini Aloll.
They will be transported to “lem-

porary” quarters tn Kill, a singte is-
land with a land arca one-sixth that
of their 2.2-square-mile home atoll.
Kili, without a tagoon, ies nearly 500
mules southeast. ft 1s an island same
Bikumians habitually refer to as “the
prison.”

fe Erth
—_——

The Rikinans must leave their an-
cestral home and its beautiful, fish-
lceming lagoon because the Amen-
cans, as hey themselves now admit,
made a regrettable error 10 ycars seo:

Despite what the scientists and Lhe
President said—despite an invest-
ment of $2.25 million far cleanup and
rebuilding— Bikinis is not safe after ali.

Andrew Jakeo and the others hving
on Bikini !stand are being subjected ta
unacceptably high doses of radiation
left behind by atomic and hydrogen
bombblasts that scared the atoll dur-
ing 12 years of tesung.
Some younger Bukimans may lye

to see their homeland again. bul An-
drew Jakeo wilf not. {t may be 50
years before Bikini as fit for human
habitauon.
Andrew Jakeo is bitter and angry,

although hke most Marshallese he
veils hig emotions from outsiders.
“The Amencans toid us in 1916

that they had come to Lest 3 bomb,”
he said not long ago. “They lold us
they did not know how much the
bomb would hurt Bikiny. They toid us
that alter they tested the bomb. and
Bikina is good again, they will bring
us back. They did not say how jong it
would be."

But Andrew—Marshailese address
one another by first names and expect
outsiders 40 do the same—helieved.
along with the 165 others the US.
Navy removed in 1946, that they
would be back wilhin a yrar or so.
Meanume. he was convinecd, Ube

Americans woul bpeacicte for aim ret

the other poopie atl. ou

Please Turn te Page 3, Cal. i
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Andrew finally came back about
e@ight years ago. He was among the
first to return. [t was 24 ycars after
the Navy had taken him away, two
years aftcr President Johnson's an-
pouncementthat Bikini was safe.
From the front poreh of his con-

crete block house overtocking Bikini
lagoon, the old man recalicd the long
years between departure and return
There was near starvation. much pn-
vation. There was shuttling from one
alien island to another and another
and yet another. There was scattenng
of family and fnends, disiocauon,
nearly total disruption of a hitherto

, Gunes, uniroubied wayof Life,

“Maybe there were some times
when | was not unhappy,” he admit-
ted. “But... every day I remem-
bered Bikin. And every day I wanted
to come back because it 1s my home-
jJand, because Bikini is 2 beavuful
place.”
He was qwet, deferenually polite.

But at last, in reply to the stranger's
question, Andrew dropped Lhe emo-
onal veil slightly.

How, the stranger asked, will he
Teact when he Jeaves Bika once
again and forever?

“1 will weep,” he said. “I wil! feel .
anger... . 1 will not go. I will st

ERTL

‘You’d have to say
‘the removal was the
tight of the conqueror.’

SA

here. They will have to carry me
away.”
He said he also believed some of

the others would do the same as he,
feci the sameas he.
~ And how, after ail that had hap-
pened to him and his people since
1946, did he feel now about the
Americans?
The old man laughed, perhaps em-

barrassed by the question and by the
fact that the quesuoner was an
Amencan.
Then he lcaned close staring

through thick green-linted glasses +
that made hus dark eyes seem enor-
mous.
“ “The Amencan is a fiar-man,* he
Sard. “Hus promise us not kept.”

+ The first Amencan promise to the
Bitani peopic was made by the U.S.
Navy after President Harty S$ Tru-
man had, on Jan. 10, 1946, at the ree-
ommendauan of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, given the go-ahead for Opera-
tion Crossroads, the first post-World
War If test of nuciear weapons.

in sumpiest terms, the promise went
something like this: We have decided
to use your atoll to test a powerful
Tiew weapon. For your own safety,
‘ou will be moved lo another ptace.
e will take care of you there. When

‘we're through using your atoll, we
will bring you back.
Few now question that the Navy

had the icgal rizht to approprate Bi-
kimAtoli for military purposes.

Bakim is part of the Marshall ts.
lands, which 1s part of Micronena,
whieh in turn wes established as a
UN. Trust Serritery unites US ads
minisirauon by wrus of the UN.

Charter of 1945,
Speesficalty, it was designated a

“strategie rust.” which permuted the
United States to set aside certain
areas of the former Japanese mandate
temmtory for muitary security pur-
poses.

Bikini seemed a logical choice
geographically, loo. The idca of Oper-
ation Crossroads was to see what the
atoms bomb would do to a naval
Nicet. The-theee A-bombs of World
War II had been expicded in the New
Mexico desert and over the Jaoanese
ciues of Hiroshima and Nagusake
Other sites were considered. But

according to Crossroads historian
Neal [ines, “Bikins fulfilled all the
conditions of climate and isolation. It
was... 2.500 miles west southwest
of Honoluiu . . . but it also was ac-
cessble, ... [ig inhabitants, who
then numbered 162, couid be moved
to another alolL”

(Most other sources say the popu
lation then was 166. Since then there
has Leen a popuwiation explosion, To-
day 860 pe-sons clam Jand mghis in
Bikiot Atoll—140 now ving on Bikini
Isiand, 450 on Kili, and the others
scatlered Unroughout ihe Marshalls.)

There was concern on the part of
the U.S. fishing industry that the test
blasts might hurt the nch commercial
fishing grounds, There aiso were so
Many complaints from animat lovers
that plans lo use dogs as test animals
were canceled. But there is no rec-
arded protest against removing the
Bikimans from their ancestral home-
land.

“In retrospect... you'd have to
Say the removal was the 'nght of the
conqueror,” said Jim Wian. a trans-
planted Kansan whois distnet attor-
ney of the Pacific Trust Terntory’s
Marshall Islands District.
“Our atutude must have been that

we, at the cost of scveral thousand
Amer&an lives, took the Marshalls
... tok this wnole area of the Paci-
fie from lhe Japanese. Ama... part
of it was the attitude, ‘Weil, they (the
Biksnians) are just lille brown people
anyway. They don’t need their atoll.
We'll just move ‘cm off someplaceelse’ *

Certainly the Bikinians were in no
position to scnously oppose the Navy
when, on Feb. 10. 1946, Commodore
Ben Wyatt, then the military gover-
hor, armved by seaplane and an-
nounced that lhey must go ctsewhere.

In effect, the isianders then and
there adopted the United States a3
thew srosy aiap—their paramount
chicf, the power over and beyond
their focal island chief. Juda. And. in
Marshallese tradiuon, this meant that
henccforward the United States was
responsible for the protecuon and
weil-being of the Bikini peopie.
Although to American eyes the

atoils of the Marshaits took much the
same, the removal was deeply painful
and culluraily destructive lo ihe Bi-
kimans.

Far, as many anthropolomsts have
observed, there ts among Micronesian
peopics 3 profound, mystical attach-
mentto the particular, uny plots of
land owned by their famulics or clans.

Anthropologist. Robert Kiste, au-
thor of “The Hikimans: A Study in
Fareed Migration,” said in an inter-
Saew thal Ue relaiion titp belween a

Please Ture to Tage 6, Col.

‘HOT BREW’—Jeladrick Jakeo checks sap from coconut palm. He
lets it ferment into jakauru, a mudly aiconole drink, While coconuts
are forbidden, Jokeo says no one hos ever banned jckauru.
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Islands Lost Again to Radiation
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man and his land overndes the con-
cept of nationality.

“To say, ‘I'm Marshallese,” Lhat is a
foreign concep.” Kiste sad “West-
erncrs named those islands he Mar-
shails. So ‘Marshallese’ has less
Teanng than ‘Tm Bilunian' And
among themsclves, they speak not of
beng Bikunians, but say, ‘I'm.a-person
of Gas parucular prece of !and.' Land
is an expression of who I ama—of indi-
vidual idenuty.”

Or, ax fellow anthropolomst Jack.
Tobin. another academre expert with
long expenence in the Marshalls, ex-
pressed it:

“In those islands, a man without
land is no man.”
By a split vote of the atoli's leaders,

the Bikimans chose to go to Rongenk
Atoll, 123 miles east of ther home
alolL The Navy, which put out press
releases at the ure indicating thal
“uve nauves were delighted” by the
move, was only slightly more re-
strained a year later in its official his-
tory of Crossroads, “Bombs at Bulani.”
“The Cikimans, convinced that lhe

{A-bomb) tests would be a contribu-
bon w world peace, indicated their
willingness to evacuate,” the Navy
bstanan wrote.

Kh wasn't quile that way, according
to Tobin, ementus professor of an-
thropology at University of Hawa.
“They did not go willingly.” Tobin

sud “They were forced to go....
They agreed because they had to, just
as Uncy had agreed to do things when
ube Japanese had bayonets in the
backgroynd.
“Put yourself in their shoes: You've

deen told what ta do by the Japanese
for a quarter-century . . . and told by
(he Japanese mulitary Lhe Americans
were weak. So when the Amencans
wiped out the Japanese . . . ail those
Amencan shups appearing, the natur-
aj reaction . . . would be to go along
wilh what they are told.”

On the afternoon of March 7, 1946,
the 16 men. women and children of
Bikini were loaded aboard Navy LST
1108. As the awkward landmg craft
backed off the beach at Buuni island

» ict camp at Kwajatemn. in Septem.
ber, the Bikinians voted to resettle an
Kih, and in November, they were fi-
nally settied on Kili and began build-
ng a new and digger village than
they had had on Bikini.

Kili was without question better
than Rongemk. Butit also was small
and, worse yet, it had no lagoon. The
island was constantly pounded by the
Pacific. Fishing was far more difficult

and churned outof the biuc-green la-
goon, the people gathered on the
main deck to sing Lraditional songs of
farewell. The next morning they were
unloaded at Rongenk.
On the morning of July 1, a B-29

bomber called Dave's Dream dropped
a “nominal yretd"” 20-kiloton (the
equivalent of 20.000 tons of TNT)
atomic bomb over the fleet of 70 ob-
solete US. and captured Japanese and
German warships moored just off Bi-
kinIsland. It exploded 500 feet above
the ficet, sinking five ships, twisting
and crushing others like cheap loys—
and initiaung the radiation poisoning
of Bikini.
Among the 42,000 observers of the

awesome blast was Chief Juda,
‘watching as a guest of tne Navy {rom
the deck of the amplubious command

'
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They thought they
could bear up under the
hardships of Rongerik.

Ra,Salenoa

ship Mt. McKuniey, severai miles
away. The Navy used more than 10,-
000 mstruments to record test data.

Chief Juda's reacuon was not re-
corded. The next day he repined his
people at Rongerik.

Rongenk was a disaster. [t was too
small There was loo litle food And.
according to legend, 1 was haunted
by an evil witch named Liborka. who
poisoned the fish of the lagoon. In
fact: certain fish of the lagoon were
posanous whieh was why Rongenk

id been uninhabited for years.
But it was close to Bixini and the

peopie had chosen it for that reason,
They thought they could bear up un-
der the hardships unuit they went
back to their home atoll. That, they
wereconvinced, would be in a couple
of ycars al most

Chief Juda had returned from the
first bomb test (the second, an under-
water shot, was held July 25, 1946) to
tell his people that whole there had
been great damage to the siups. Lhere

than al Bikint Supply ships could
neither land food nor take away cOpra
dried coconut, the only cash crop—
for months at a time because of the
heavy surf. Somctimes mx months
passcd before a ship could unload.

In an attempt to relieve the isola-
on. the Navy lurned over a 40-foot
power whaleboat to the Bikimane It
sank in high seas in 1951.

tn the game year, the Navy turned
over administration of Micronesia

seemed to be Intle lo Bikin ilself. The
trees were sill standing, still bearing
coconuts. But the rad:suon. invisible,
was Not something he could under-
stand.

Severe food shortages developed
dunng the winter of 1946-47. In
spnng of 1947, fire destroyed a thod
of Rongerik’s coconut trees. The peo-
ple pressed for a return to Bikini, but
a radiological survey indicaled that it
was too “hotfor permanent occu-
pancy and would de for many ycars.

In October, the Navy announced
that the Bikinians would be relocated
on Ujelang. But two months Jater, the
Pentagon announced a new serics of
nuclear tests would be held, this ume
at Eniwetok, another atoll in the
Marshails. The Eniwetok peopic
would ga to Ujclang instead of lhe Bi-
juntans. The Brians had to wait

Andrew Jakco remembered the
Rongenk pened well. “I was a big
man then.” he said, “but I got skin-
ny." He held up the ulttle finger of his
feft hand. “Skinny like this. One old
woman died from hunger... . Fora
year and a half, we did not havo
enaugh food, (somctunes) got our
food by cutting open the coconut tree
and eaung the heart of the tree. This
kuiled the tree.”
Jeladnk Jakeo, Andrew's 48-ycar-

old brother, was a teen-ager on Ron-
genk. “It was termdlc,” he remem-
bered. “We ate things that were not
good, gathered coconuts that fioatca
in from the sca. Bad foad, we got sick.
Armsandlogs swelled up, and we got
blisters on the arms and we had diar-
thea.”

Late in January, 1948, the Navy
dispatched anthropologst Leonard
Mason, now of the University of Ha-
‘Wau, to investigate. He found the ex-
les at the point of starvation, living
on raw flour diluted with water.

In strang terms. Mason recom-
mended that the people be removed
from Hongermk as soon as possibie. He
also recammended [Gh Island. al-
though he admitted it had many dis-
advantages, as the best availsole
place to relocate the Bikinians.

In March, 1948, they were moved lo

and the problems of the Bikunians—to
the avilians, A high commusnoner
was appointed by the Prendent to
work with and through the U.S De-
partment of the Intenor.

Matters did mot tmprove mghi
away. But under pressuré from the
United Nations, the high commusnor -
er pushed 3 communuty developme:t
plan to improve agriculture on Kul:

In addition, the Trust Termtory
uuarned over a copra trade bost io pro-
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Bikini Islanders Lose Out Again
GCoatinecd from Gh Foy
wide ¢. transportauon lnk to Jaluit
Atoll, where a colony of Bikuruans had
been established as part of the com-
Thumty development project. At first
fe scheme prospered. morale um-
proved and some thought the Bikunl-
ans right learn to adjust to Kal.
Then, late in 1957, and early the

pest year, typhoons sank the copra
boat, destroyed the new agricultural
projects and wrecked the Jaiut colo-

"ter that, according to Tobin, the
Deart seemed to go outof the exiles.

On March 1, 1954, test shot Bravo,
n H-bomb 750 times more powerful
than the first atorme bomb, was ex-
ploded at Bikini with tragic resulls.
An unpredicted wind shift after the

blast had sent the 20-mile-high cloud
of radioactive parucles drifting in the
wrong direction, across BikimIsiand
and beyond The plumestretched 240
Bules long and 40 mules wide. over an
area far outside the resinicted danger
zone. .

Rongelap, Rongenk and Ultirik
atolls, all inhabited by Marshallese
and U.S. miltary personnel, were n
Uhe path of the fallout, whuch in some
places fluttered down Lke enowfiakes.
Twenty-eight Amencans, 244 Mar-

shallese and—although it was not
known unl sometime later—23
crewmen of the Japanese fishing boat
Pudcuryu Maru (Lucky Dragon} were
Senously wradciated One crewman
qed of complications. The rest spent
a year m hospitals. :
The Amencans and Lhe Marshal-

Jese, evacuated and treated in milita-
ry hospitals almost unmedsatecly, did
fot seem at the time to have suffered

anent harm. No one seems to
what happened to the Amen-

cans. But over the years, 47 of the
Marshallese have developed tnyroid
abacrmalues, seven of them dagn-
ceed as cancerous Thirty-five have
had their thyroids removed. One has

died of leukemia, another of cancer of
the stomach. believed to have been
caused by the Bravofallout.

Bikini Island, although unoccupied,
was intensely irradiated, a fact which
would have consequences which will
be felx for generations.
The Bravo disaster and the world-

wide publicity given to it played 3
part in the eventual suspension of nu-
clear testing in 1958—the year of the
23rd and final shot at Bikini—and in
the nucicar test-ban treaty of 1963,
which ended atmosphere testing by

_ the United States, Britain and the So-
viet Union.
With the end of testing, pressure

Mounted to return the enies to Bikuni.
William Norwood, now living in re-

tirement in Hawaii, served as high
commissioner of the Trust Terntory
from 1966 to 1969.

In a recent interview with The
Times, he said, “We had. of course,

 

The experts warned
that the coconut crabs
should not be eaten. —

Snen

“phen under pressure from the Bikint
ors themselves to get them off of

lu They were constantly asking to
be put on some other island. They
hoped first and foremost for Bikini
_.. | remember being introduced to
Chief Juda, who very emotionaly and
Persuasively, and almest tearfully,
leaded with me to either get them
ck lo Bikini or, failing that, to get

them a better place than Kili”
_ Norwood said that about the same
Ume a representative of the Atome
Energy Commussion=he does not re-
call his name—told tum that montor-
ing of Bikim’s radiation ieveis indi-
cated it might now be safc once agun
for permanent reoccupauon.

In May, 1967, some ame after a for-
mal request by Secretary of the ln-

terlor Stewart Udall, ihe AEC sent a
team of technotogists to make an in-
tenave radiological survey of the
atoll.
On Aug. 12, 1968. Prendent John-

son announced that Bikim was safe,
that it would be rehabilitated and re-
settled “with all possible dispatch.”
Glenn T. Seaoorg. ALC chairman,

explaned that the President's final
decision had been based on the rec-
ommendauion of “eight of the most
highly quabfied experts available” ef-
ter studying the [967 survey results
and unanimously concluding that Bi-
Juni Island and Encu Island, 10 miles
away, were radiologicaily safe
enough (o allow reestablishment of
dhe Bikunians there.
The experts—ail either AEC em-

ployes or-cmployes of AEC contrac-
tors —warned (hat the coconut crabs
should not be eaten because of their
high content of strontium 90. There
were no warnings about anyother lo-
cal foods. They recommended that
radiological checks be made periodi-
cally to detertrune how much radia-
on the people were being exposed to
from external environmentat sources
and from their det

Chief Juda did not live to hear the
news. He had died—shortly before
the Johnson announcement—of can-
cer, which he believed bad been
caused by his exposure to the first A-
bomb test in 1946. a chum scicntsts
are inclined to discount.

Ironically, especially in view of
what was to be jearned 10 years ister,
Several Bikiruans expressec suspicion
about the food growing on the conta-
munated atoll dunng a lour of the is-
lands a few weeks afler the Johnson
announcement,
One of the Dlumans, named Jibaj,

even refused Lo touch food from the
atoll, insisung it was porscnous,

Another, Layo, made 1 forecast
that, from the perspective of 1978,
scems {ar more acute and accurate
than the predictions of any of uie US.
bureaucrats or smenusts. “It will take

radiation levels in the interlor of the
i ‘Were too high to pertmt le
to bud and live in homes there
“We didn’t really find any surprises

fm that external radiation field,” sad
Tosnmy McCraw. who had been in-
volved in both the 1967 and the 1975
worveys.
However, at the same lime.it was

for the first time that lo-
cally grown breadinut and pandanus
~two popular lems of diet—were too
radioacuve to be safely consumed
over the long term. Coconuts, even

EEEALES

The internal dose had
fisen dramatically be-
tween 1974 and 1977.
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more of a slaple in the Jocal diet, were
Teported to be safe.

Then last summer, a Lawrence
Livermore Laboratory study done for
the Energy Research and Develop-
ment Agency, an AEC successor
agency, found Lhat well water on Bi-
hunt exceeded fedcral standards for
radioacuve stronuum 0.

Other levels of radiation on the is-
land were so high, according to the
Teport, that there was lille margin
for safe absorption of any additional
doses from tne food chain.

But, at the same ume. ERDA en-
Vronmental safety official Roger Ray

 

said it would be ture to ay Unat
the Buuruans should be noved.c
their atoll

Y question: Ray told a meeung
of the Buuni-Kiti Counc’ in Mauro
that Brun: Island “should no lon,
be cotundered a permanent wee
ment” and advised that connderauce,
bepven lo moving the settlement to

eu
Mt seemed the scienusis had now

determined that the Bikituans were
absorbing radiauon at a rate substan-
Ually above the federal safety mane
dard of .5 rem per ycar, a measure-
ment of radiauon dosage of any kind
producing biological effects in man.

According to the Deparunent of
Energy (successor to ENIDA) the ex-
ternai dose on Bikuu Isiand in i977
was 2, the same as in 1974 But the
interna] dose, measured by an m-
strument called tne whole body coun-
ter, had macn dramaucally m three
years—(rom a topreading of O67 in
1974 toa top of 1977.
And the coconut was named as the

radioactive “villain,” since it was the
only locally grown food then bemg
consumed in any quanuly. As one
acentst put it, the coconut palms
were "sopping up” radioacure cepum
17? ind suronuum 90 at 2 muck
greater rate than anyone predicted.
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100 years before the islands are back
tn shape 2 ” Tobin reported him
as saying. ”. . . The istands are com-
pletely runed now.”

Sull, despite their suspicions and
the obvious enormuty of the job. the
Biksnans on the tour apparently were
convinced by the officals and scien-
Usts that at least the islands of Biukim
and Eneu, 10 muics away. could be
made livable.
The Bikinians reported the condi.

tions they had seen and the pians that
were being made for rehabilitation to
their fellow islanders on Kil. Oniy
two or three of the 300 then living
there voted agunst the idea of an
eventual return to Bikuns.
The cleanup began in February,

1969, using some Bikimans on tne
work crew. The rest of the renabulia-
tion project—piowing up Bikuns and
Eneu Isiands. replanung (hem wich
food crops, began later the same year.
A few famihes began moving back lo‘snl

By 1974, the $325,000 cleanup and
the $3 million renabilitauon program
‘was through its first phase. Forty of
the planned & homes had been erect-
ed.
Then, as planning for the second

phase was begynning, the Bilumans
gad they wanted to locate some of
the new siructures in the intenor of
theisiand.
The folowing year, another AEC

radological survey was made, lus
me un more detail It was found that



LA. limes a2 3 /19
(5°

Bikini Islanders Lose Again to Radiation
Continwed from Sth Page

to one a day. But they were toid the coconuts
from Eneu were sul safe.
The Trust Terntory government initiated a

jeeding program. Exceptfor fish and fowl, the
people were to eat nothutg but US. Department
of Agncuiture surpius food.
By February of this year, it was olficia) poli-

ey: Bikini was unfit for people to live on.
In contrast to 1968, the news was not an-

pounced to the world by the Premdent of the

It was rather quietly passed along t Con.
gress in the form of a money request. Underse-
eretary of the Interior James A. Joseph, in ask-
ing Congress for a $15 muilion appropmauion to

the people of Bikim, explained the
in low-key, bureaucratic style:

“lt Deeame evidentthat radionuclide mntake in
the plant food chain had been significantly mus-

ted in terms of human conswnpticn.. .
ction on the use of coconut products

ed on Bikini Island for food and export
(it). . . unrealistic as a permanent piace’

-

aH

He wrote that Eneu Island appeared to be the
most feasible alternative piace to resetule the

ns who had earlier imeated they even:
ly wanted to hve on Bilom Island, but added

Uhat a small number would likely choose to re-
main on Kull

“Apalyss.” he wrote ‘reveals that these
aecoconuts can be used for food and

le future copra export.
Joseph proposed that $13’million be spent to

make Eneu lvabie and §2 million be invested in
inprovins, conditions at Kil

id-March, Rep. Sidney R. Yates (D-IL),
chairman of the House intenor subdcomumtee
on appropnatons, opencd the first of a senes of
hearings on the money bill and the plightof the

At the Apru 12 session of the Yates subeom-
mittee, Trust Termtory officals testified Lnatit
was their belief Bikins [sland would be off tumits
for 3 to 50 years but that Eneu, 10 mules away,
was {likely to be a safe site for pe. manent reset~
Uement.
Adnan Winkel, current high commissoner of

the Trust Terntory, tesufied that, “even know~
ing of the danger.” those already living on Buki-
ni Island wanted lo stay there and thal there
‘waa some indicauon others from Kili wanted to
join them on the condemned home island.
The subcomrattce was told that [inal deter-

mination of whether Eneu was safe for pers
manent relocation could not be made unt
about Jan 1, 1979, when radiaacumty levels of
fruit and vegetables grown in an experunental
Garden plot on the island would be made known
by the Department of Energy.
But the witnesses agreed that the Bikimans

eould remain where lhey were without harm
nti Jan, 1 if they just stuck to the rules and
vefraned from eating the coconuts—unicss,
they added in qualification, the medical tesla
(whole body counts) to be made on the Biani-
ara iatct in Apni showed aharp pumps in inter-
fal racbation dosage, And nat was nat expected,
McCraw, now chief of special projects Branch

of the Energy Department's divinon of en-
vironmental safety, said in an interview in early

g
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May, “We can show that Eneu is lower (in ra-
dioactivity} by a factor of 10 than Bik Island
+.» Eneu could be 2 rendenceisland without
testnicuens. which means you can eat the fish

u catch un the lagoon, you can grow any crop.
"m convinced that these Eneu (lest) crops are
fens to show very much lower levels than the

numbers.”
At the Departmentof the Interior. Ruth Van

Cleve, chucf of temmtonal affaurs; John DeYoung.
her top assistani. and High Commussioner
Winket all thought Eneu was the most accepta-:
ble second choice of the B.karuans,

But now all three were cautious about the
data they were getting {rom the Energy De-
partment “Al we can do at any stage is Listen
to what the experts say—and hope they're
ight,” Mrs. Van Cleve said.
“The decisions of 1967-GB (that Bikini wast

safe for resettlement) were based on avaiable
knowledge,” Winkei said. “And now we are in

the same posiuon. The decisions we
makenow wil be based on available know!-
edge.
. But less than two weeks later, there was bad
newt for the Bkanians.
The report on the April whole body counts on

the Bukimans showed a startling increase wi in-
ternal radiation doses.

‘The readings ranged up to 98, nearly double
the federal safety mandard of 5 rems.

Including the external rad:auon dosage of 2,
the same as in the past, the top redding was 1.18
At the same Ute, and just as startlingly, pre--

Limunary results of tesung on coconuts grown
on Enev showed radoacuvity levels ive to sx
times higher than had been expected.
Tesufying at the May 22 session of the Yates

SEE

‘We would like you to keep
your promise to. the Bikini
people, to take care of us.’
 

subcomumitiee, birs. Van Cleve said the latest
ured i

sne aithough tnere was no unme-
diate hazard Lo their health, the people must be
removed from Bilum [sland wittun 90 days.
Second, it appeared that must be ruled out
as the alternative nte of the permanentreset-  

t the same sesnon, at the head of a small
delegation of Bian: leaders, was Magistrate To-
maki Juda, son of the man who was chiet in
1946 Although born on Bukuni, the 36-year-old
Tomak) was too young to remember details of
the first removal, Bul he had heard stones of
that tmeall huslife.
He repeated one now to the subcommittee:

‘When the naval officer had toid the people they
must leave the sland a generation ago, he had
corn] them “to the children of {sraet whom
the saved from their enemy and ied inlo
the promused land.”

it had not worked out that way.
“We are more akin to the children of Israel

when they teft Exypt and wandered throush
the desert for 40 years.” the dark-skinned, dig-
tufied Bikinian said “We left Bikini and have
wandered through the ocean for © years, and
we will never return to our promised land.”

In fact Tomaki was back on Bikins on June 1.
along with Eigh Commusaoner Winkel, bub
only to break the news to the peopte and to dis-
cuss with them where incy wanted to go.

Wunkel’s recommendauans were read {nto
the record at the June 19 meeung of the Yates
subcommuttee. He noted that those living on Bi-
kind Leland told him that if they could not re-
main there, or at least on Eneu, icy preferred

 

to move to “public domain” Jand in Rawal or to
the mamniand of the United States.
He said the mayonty of those living on Kill

apparently preferred to remain there. But, he
added, some Wanted to jon the Bilan: remdents
wherever they mught be relocated.

Further tests on Eneu foodstuffs would be re-
quired before the wiand cowd be finally ruled
out Winkel sad. But he was not opumsuc,
And, without quilé spelling it out. he seemed to
distruss the thought of relocauog the Buanaos
in Hawaii or on the ad
“On the bans of ali the factors,” Winkel

summed up,“it is my decision that the peapie of
Bikin: Island should be relocated wo Kuli Isiand
at Uus tune.”

Winkel’s statement to the subcommittee on
the Buumans’ preferences was accurate as far
asitwene

But, from Times interviews with more than a
dozen Buomans on thew condemned island last
month, it was apparent the ugh commusnoner
failed to convey the depth of thew feelings,
especially them reiuctance to be resettled in the
Marshails, paruculariy on Kui “Kul.” they said
again and again, “1s bad, Kili is no good.”
With only one excepuon, they said they

wished to be resetded in Hawad or Florida.
Muton Anien, born on another island but

marned into 2 Budra family, put xt Uus way:
“We would like to be with you in America al-

ways. We like you We would Lke you to keep
your promise to the Bikini people, to take care
of us,

“You made a promise to the Bikini peopte, so
we would Ike to come live with you —and you
can support the people of Bikiru as much as you
can~live with vou so the American doctors caf
watch me and my family because I worry about
the radiation, Worry about the radiauion mght
after night... . Everybody here says thus.”

Magistrate Tomas Juda, appeanng before
the subcomumultce once again, said Lbal although
there was deep sorrow and bitterness among his
people and although “Life on Kuli is difficult.” he
concurred in the bigh commusmoner’s decision
relocate them at least temporaniy on chat s-
}
Then he suggested pracucal measures which

he sad were necessary to make Kil lvable—
constructuon of 2 2.000-foot arstmp and an ali-
weather, all-season pier, establishment of 2
medocal disp ¥, anew schooi, renovation of
homes and community facuites, Considerauon
also should be given. he said, to relocauing some
of the people on JabworIsiand at Jalint AtolL
The Buuni jeader also made :¢ clear that in

addiuoa to relocating the peonle, and makung
the new homeland livable, the Unuted States
had furtherfinancial obligations,

It was too soon to discuss details, he said, but,
“we feel Unat our poopie. especially the elderiy
ones, are enutied lo campensauion from the
Unvted States, for Cieu removai from Bueinj and
for the virtual destrucuen of Blunt and olber
islands.”
Congress has now anproved the $15 mullion

for relocaung the Bramans, and Sulding
materials are beug purchased for the tempora-
ry housing for them on Kili

Plans arc undee way for the Kill pier, al-
though some persons famuliar wth the surf con-
ditions do not beheve it og feanbdle. oe

Planning also gots ahead for the final remo-
yal of the people from Bikint next month
Ome fast matter; Ruth Van Cleve said in

Washington that, although old Andrew Jakeo
cannat continue to lve on Bikins, it is possible
that after hus death he could be buned there
with hus ancestors.

But she added, “If think we would wantto get
firm word on that (rom the enienusta,”


