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TO 8 W.E.Newrvik, Tech Dir,MIVOO 10/106/72
T . ..
FROM s J.A.Tobin, Commmnity Dowlopnont Advisor, Marshalls District,TiPl.
(0n spocial asgignuent on Enowotak).

SUIJECTs Info roquagstod by you in ro spocific neods of retwrning Marshalless,
to Enewstalk Atoll.

It should be understood and emphasized that tho following information is
tentativa, It i3 based on my knowledzo of the Marshalleso in goaeral and

tho formor inhabitmts of Enewetek in particular. It is not official
informalione Spocific angwors must be obbainod fyom these people vhmsolves
before specific plangs and cowmitaents aro mada,

When I rolurn to Kajure naxt wosk I vAll atteupt to gathor more data. lowovar,
as I told both you and Roger Ray, I fecl thab the answors must coms frou the
fnowotak Poople thonpolvos and that a mceting on Ujilanz botween you (AXC) and
other appropriate reprosentatives and tho cowwunity is absoiutely osuentlal,
Planning muot bo mutually undorstood ond the Hnowetak People kuo? ba involvod
in all simnificant aspocta of the planning. This 43, of cowrso, the avowed and
often statod Trust Tarritory poldey. It will boa of mutual beaefit, vwill facilitate
the oporation, and avoid futurs reparcussions if this policy is adhorod to.

I undorotand $hat both you and Roger Roy wmderstand this and agreo with it.

The tontative angwosrs to you questions follow, in the oxdsr posod:

1,) Vo have not boan told exactly how many peopls will retwrn initially. The
leadsrs have stated that an al group wants to como to Jabtan as soocn a3
possible. I am not sure exactly how many this will bae. Although a pumbar hasg
boen givon to TIPI.

Eveniually all, or most of the poople will rotumm. Even thoss fow living on
Hajuro (25«30 plus or minua) will roturn if gust to visit. Soma of the poople
may wish Yo live on Ujilang part of the tine and on Enswolak part of the tiaa.
llovover a firm anawar can only cone from tho comounity.

The 1972 govarmaont census, conducted by Marshallosa adninisvrative persaonnsl
givos a total of 201 on Ujilonge With tho 25«30 (estim.) on Hajuro and elsauhore
givos a rough population fizure of 350 plus or minus. I boliove tho figure
quotad by tho media to be L0O. An up-to-dato consus con bo made.

Tho population is about evenly dividod botwoon males md fenales, It is a young
population with few vary old poople, and many children. (I can obtain a dotailed
ago-gax broakdown for you I & suro. Bub 4t will take time.).

I think wo can go on the asswuption that all of thoso -who possess land rights on
Enewotak Atoll will want to veturn oventually. ALl will insist on having housing
providod a3 well as any other benafits available, (This is ths voiced dasire of
the Nikini People).

2.) I agoume that they will follow tho traditional living paltorn and patiern
of axploitation of the natural rosourcod, That is, thore may bo tio main sottloe
nants, one on Enowobt.uk Island ond ono on Enjebi Island, tho roapociive traditlonal
"headquartora” of the two socio-political groups: the Lnjobi People (Dri tnjebi)
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and the Enewstak People (Url Lnowstak). These two traditisnal groups are,
howavor for all practical purpogas one _roup duo to Lnt.or-qsarria\;m. Thoy do
houovar naintain the distinction.

Chiaf (iroij) Joanej is the head of the Bnewetak Poople ‘md\cm.of Lorondh is
tho hsad of tho Enjobl groupe

Political powsr has shifted to the cloctod mm;;mtrato ad the council, compoged
of fmilly heads., Tho incunbont mazisirato is Smith Gidoon. The chiels aro
menb.rs of the council and their powor is affective, howovor it has wanad
conslderably. The younger men, including the sons of the chiafa have a great
deal to say those days.

Dacision naking 18 not unileteral, nor, asporently wos it uvar. Eongomsun is
oblained in councll meoatings, attonded by almost ovoryone ;ln tha community whaa
important iogsues are to ba discussaed.

This is tho mathod followdd thhoughout most Hicronosimm cmunibius. for this
reason 1% 1o obviously vary important to doal with the council whal possible;

to do so whonover plamning which will effect tho poople of the comn\nit,f is

to bo dono,

As o natter of oxpediency representatives who nay be available ab tl\m tino can
and have baen ugod, Howaver n. is obviously desirable Lo obtaln commit.y COnNe
somoug Af possible,

Ir tho radioactivity on Enjoebi should provent permanent habitatlon ht this time,
and for a significant period of tine in tiw fuituro the duality of sotilaonant
may nob boe possible. The Enjobi l'eople may choose to liwoe togother ban dnewatak
Islad or on anothor island in the northern sector of the atolls Hawover, it

i8 not certaln that they would want to have two ;iain gsottlauanta. They aay& N\
docido to live in oz getilarzant. A8 a mattar of expediency the two groups;
liva togzether on Ujilang with a "boundary® sob §hhough the middle of the 15land
and tho satolliteo islands dividod equally. The cowsnmity buildings: church,school,
dispensary, warchousas, etc. are located in the area on the dividing line.

The point i3 that they do live togother and moy wish to continue this, lowovar,
they nay very woll wish to return to ths pattorn which was possible on much
larger Enowatak Atoll.

The traditional lintwhiallase pattorn of hebitation md oxzploitation of the
notural resources 18 to live on a main (larze) isla:d in the atoll, make
copra, practice a low lovol (tecimolozically) agriculture, and exploit the _
maring rosources of soa, lajoon and gurrownding roefs. Tho school, dispansary,
church, council houze, warohouss, stores and any othor activitiea' buildinge
sorvinz tho neods of the comrmnity are locatod on the maln island, or islands
in the caso of the larger and wore populous atolls,

A acmi-nigratory form of expleitation of the natural resources is folleowod

in that ths othor smaller islandg, satellito i5lmds of the atoll ars visitod
fron time to tine. The holders of land rights on thess 48lands mako copra
(tho cash evop), gathor broadfruit, pandaus , coconuta, arrowroot, and other
va;;ntable foods in soason. They also exploit tho marine rosourcos. Cloaring
of brush and planting is aloo dons at thia tinos.

Housas and waler catchmants usually of a fairly sisple natwre are found on the
nore econonjcally important of these amaller islands.
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The visits vary in duralion sccording to the amount of woxk to be accomplished
and in sono instancea, according to wsabior conditions, At times it i8 not
feasible to return to the nain sottle.ant due to unfavoravle woalhare

It sliould be explained that this 18 a hizhly mobile population, as &re wosh
JMarshallego, Thers will be a great dsal of travol betweon all of the islands

of Bnaweatak Atoll throughout tha year, ewory year.

Tha people are highly oriantod twward tho soa and lajoon aid love to travel.

This orientation and pattarn will undoubtedly continuo after rasturn to rnewstak.

I yrosuac that curiousity stinumlated by a wore than 25 ysar absonce on the paré
of the oldar gereration md of eouplote ignorance of the atoll on thoe part of
those either born since the removal in 1947 or who wore eaall c ildren at the
tina, will otimulate a graat asel of vravel in 4w initial period of regottlenat.

Azain I strongly advisa that no firm dscision Lo made in regard to construction
of facilities ani future gseitlosent pattern (village sites, otc.) without firat
obtaining bt.e wislhes, advice, and consont of the Lneusotak People.

3.) I asmuse that the peoplo will want all of the fslands to bs plantod whersver
posoible, This m:ang that all dsbris wili [iave to ve ramoved, and all brush
cleared (axcept for the im;ortant sh3ltor balt and otier protective cover ao
doaied neceasary by TT a;ricultural axports,

The poopls will of course want the surface, the terrain in its original condition
wiore possiblo, This moans of courso that the gullics and largoe holes must be
filled as was done on Pikini 4sn 19637.

Tho quostion of future uss of the airstrip and othsr fac{lities on Enewotak
Islmd 16 of course a highly inportant onv, I asiuns that the poople will want
tho sirip to be saved for cormarcial and cmergscy uss. The spen aress will

be neocdod fur coconut groves and suusisience crops. I asswie that the people will
wand the buildings which ar. im good condition to romain in gitu. ilero ajain,
tha decision must coma froa the Unowetak Poople, 1 know that tasy will want all
useful matorials and buildings for their future usc, Thoy have stated this,

It should be bornae in mind that tho people have ri-hts in nore than ons piocs
of lmd end on differehtislands throughout the atoll.
Land rights are owned aid held by rbn groups, Tune land parcels are worked by
tho moabors of the linsage which holds tnese rijzbta which are nomsally chielly
inhorited at birth, The tpdiitional pattern of hao:.tation is for hovuscholds
(£axaily groups) to live on their land, rot in a village clustor. That 18, in a
scattered pattern. “he community buil.uin.,s are, howaver, noraally chutraliged en
the main islend as discussed praviously. Vigs (A -
La,,oou»?- — - ——
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‘his 48 ths pattern followed on UJilen; and will probably be perpetuated on

Enewetak. Hore again the Inovaetak commuunity will voico thoir dusires in thio matter,
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4.) The people practice a rather non-intensive type of a riculture but

utilize the environment to the maximum, using tho plants that can survive and
produce in this atoll environnent, Copra is nado for cash sale to tho visiting
fiold trip ship, Consumer goods are purchased froa thoco ships with the procoeds
of tho copra sales. The intarsst payments from the trust funds also help buy
nondod commodities, Rico, flour, sugar, cennod moats and othor canned goods are
steple itous of the diet and have boon for many yoarse Fish, clams, langusta,
turtles (flesh and eggs), sea birds (flosh md eyys), chickens and piga provide
protoin in the diet, The narine resources are very important in the diet of thase
people.
Coconuts, pandanus, breadfruit, snd arrowroot are the main vegetable products
usod. Bananas, papala, and squash arae uwsed Yo a lessar extent, probably due to
the relative scarcity of the benana and papaia. Thoy do not soom to grow woll,
at leaot on Ujilange

The dist upon retwrn to Enowotak will of cource not include breadfruit (grown
locally) or pandmus, or coconut to any significant extant until the trees start
producing. There will bo a marked incroase in the suount of marine products eaten
howeveres This is of course becauss more fish, shoilllish, etc. will be availabdle
dus to the much larger sise of lagoon and reefs on Cnewotake viz:

Ujilang Lojoon Arcas 25.47 squars miles,

Enswotak Lazoon Area: 3087.99 oquaro milos,

The produce from the land should also ovantually bo tremaendously increasad,
camangurato with the largor land aroa of “newotak. viss

VUJilanz Dry Land Arear  C,07 square miles.

Enevetak Dry Land Area: 2,20 squaro miles.

It is anticipated that a great deal mors imported foods: rice, flour, stc. will
be consuned to roplace the mmounts of local veietable foods that will not be
available for & numbor of years. Daia on crop maturation cean be obtained froa
our Trust Territery agricultural experisg.

The poople spond their working time clearing brush and planting, whon appro-
priate, in naking copra; gatharing subsistence crops in season, and oxploiting
the narine resources. Other routine tasics such as proparing food for meals and
rogular housohold work accounts for the rest o« thao working time.

To recapitulate:r the local foods availeble %o the Enewotak People now, and
for some yoars to cone ares

1.) Fish and othor marine products in large qumtitios and varietios apparent,l.y.
v«n-y {mportant in tho daily diet.

g Seabirds (flesh snd oggs), &wunt unknown to mo but a kighly valuod food item.

3.) Crabs, including coconut crabge. Amount available unknown {0 no.

he) Turtles (flosh md ezgs), amount unknown to ne but a highly valued food.

5.) Coconuts, limited qumtity apparantly. A traditional steple food item.

6e¢) Arrouroot, sount mnknown to ne tut apparontly limitoed. This is also &
traditional staple,

Te) Breadiruit, none reported or inown to me2,
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8.)Edible pandonus, none known to me. Apparently linited if existant. A
traditional staplo. Notes Pandanus loaves are very importat for mats
for housochold use and export, and for other handicrafis,.

9.) Dananas, none now but may bear fiuit a year od so after planting. (A
luxury food, not a otaple, Th3 gane &pplies to papala.

m UJilangs

The poople normally have & good seasonal supply of breadfruit available on
Ujilang now and uso it as a staple both fresh (prepared) and preserved for
storaze in pits and futurs usoe, They have a good scasonal supply of pandanus,
coconuts year round and seasanal arrowroot, and a losser supply of bananas,
papaias and aquashe

Ultimatoely tho diot on Enowebtak will include all of the foods now conswued

on UJilan:, plus the larger variety and groater quantity of edible wmarine
biota available oo Enowetai,

Jack A.Tobin




