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BROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LABORATORY

ASSOCIATED UNIVERSITIES. INc.

UPTON, L.I.. N.Y. REFER (0

TEL. YAPHANK 44-6262

. November 29, 1960

br. ©. L. Dunham, Director
Division of Biology and Medicine

Atomic Energy Commission

Washington 25, Db. C.

Dear Chuck:

I have just returned from the Marshall Islands and in general the ar-
rangements tor the forthcoming survey were agreed upon to my satisfac~
tion. Dr. Macdonald and Mr. Neas arrived at Majuro the day after I did,

their plane being delayed with engine trouble. Mr. Neas is now DISTAD

at Ponape and came to Majuro to relieve Boyd McKenzie so that he could

visit some of the other islands.

A meeting was held with Dr. Macdonald, Boyd McKenzie, Mr. Neas, William

Allen, Mr. Shoemaker and myself to discuss the survey. Mr. Nucker had

forwarded a memorandum to McKenzie outlining certain stipulations which

he desired fulfilled in regard to the survey. The major stipulation

was that the Roque could only be gone from Majuro a maximum of three

weeks. In view of travel time, this will obviously mean that we will

have only about 12 to 13 days at Rongelap for the survey. Mr. Nucker

insisted on a signed agreement, a copy of which is attached.

Both Dr. Macdonald and Mr. Neas, as well as the others, were very cor-

dial and cooperative (as if nothing had transpired previously to the

contrary). Dz. Mac went all out to assist in every possible way in the

arrangements for the survey. In private I told him that I had been

very much disappointed in his memorandum to Mr. Nucker since I had

thought we had seen eye to eye on the importance of the surveys. He

had little to say except that he had tried to get the Trust Territory

to appreciate the significance of the survey as a research project and
encouraged them to accept the surveys on this basis. He added that

they did not seem to see it from this point of view. He hinted that

the use of the Roque was one main deterrent in carrying out the sur-

veys. I believe that it is quite likely, if the body burdens show no

further increase, there will probably be no serious objections to

carrying out future surveys by living on the island without need of

the use of the Roque. Apparently they understood that it was only
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the whole body burden evaluation which would be on a 3 to 4 year basis

and that routine annual examinations would be done. Or. tiac indicated

that perhaps the reason “ir. Nucker had wanted the agreement in writing

and signed was due to the fact that wir. Nucker might not be the High Com

in the future since he has a political appointment and he wanted the

acreement as a matter of record,

Un arrival wach at Nwajalein, I obtainea a Navy flight and visited
sonzelap. vVortunately, the Koque was there and I was able to talk to

-r. 20berts, the skipeer, about the anticipated arrangements that wouls

‘De nacessary aboar’ iis slip. ‘le was quite cooperative.

3
wr. Igaac canvai, the meaical vractitioner, and met with <mos, the

mayistvate., I inforna tuen of the anticipated survey. I went over

the weneral acdical cituation at ongelap with , the health aide,

anc Foun. that nothing very unusual nad occurred anc the people ap-

pearees to be in ,ood health. I obtained two coconut crabs, one from

Jong2lap Island and one tron 3inieatok Island, and one miscarriage

pickled in alcohol for return to BSNL for $r99 analysis. I left for-
malin in jars for to preserve anv turther miscarriage products

tox cc. Cor. fiac hae agreed to this procedure.)

I nemt proceeded from ltlwajalein to sniwetok and spent two days there

with Lt. Cdr. Ofer and ‘ir. Thomas ilardison in arranging the rather
larcse number of items requested of them in support of the installa-

tion of the steel room and accessory equipment aboard the oque.

They a ,ctecuc to arrange in advance for all of the necessary procedures

so that the 2oque would spend a mininum of time at Zniwetok for these
installations. I am arranging to purchase a 19 ‘i gcnerator to leave

bernanantly ashore at Rongelap. This generator will supply the neces-

Sary power for this survey as well as future surveys.

The only thing that is undecided at this time is the exact tine of the

survey. ‘ir. Nucker does not wish the survey team to be in the Islands
at the time the United Nations team is there. They expect this team

to be in the Trust Territory for about six weeks sometime in February

ang ‘larch. JI am in touch with Mr. Lausi'ts assistant (Mr. Olsen) of
the Jepartment of the Interior trying to obtain more specifically the

dates that the "ly team will be in the Marshall Isiands district since

I am anxious to establish a firm date so that members of our team may

plan accordingly.

I think I have covered the major points and I will be glad to discuss
any items you wish in greater detail. Best regards.

Sincerely,
Rel

Robert A. Conard, 4. YD.

ce: Jve ole DAaViLG Bruner
~ Tv . i I:

-Te Leo ae Farr
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TRUST TERRITORY GF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

Office of the Dietrict Administrator

Marshalls District

November 17, 2960

STIVULATIVGNS AND AGRETMENTS TO BE COMPLETED FOR THE 1961|RONGELAL MEDICAL SURVEY

The following listings cover the otipulations and agreements that have been fully
discussed covering the Rongelap Medical Survey that is to be conducted in 1961.

1. TRANSPORTATICN

Ae The M/V ROQUE, Truct Territory vessel will be uced as the Nedical Survey
ship.

Be The entixe medical trip chall be a maximum of three (3) wecks, which

zhall be from departure to arrival of the veesels home port, which in
this case is Majuro, Marshall Islands.

C. The overall control of tranzportation, shall be the Digtrict Adminis-
trator, Marshallic and the Field Trip Officer, who in this case will be
DOr. Hee Macdonald.

De A small boat and outboard engine will be furnished by the district for
auxiliary transportation at Rongelap.

Ze PERSONNEL

Ae The AclieCe Medical Group will be under Dre ie Conard and chall con-

sist of no more than ten (10) members, including Dre Conard.

Be. The Trust Territory Medical Group shall consiget of not sore than seven
(7) members, including Pr. Macdonald.

3e MBEPICAL EXAMINATION BVALUATION

Ae Body Susden Measure

Be Physical Fxacinations - divided into special groups.

C. Laboratory - blood and urine

4 PEOPLE INVOLVED IN THE MEDICAL SURVEY

Ae Majuro Control Group will be examined prior to departure for Rongelap.
This examination will not interfemmin anyway with the sailing of the
M/V ROQUEe The examination will take two (2) to three (3) days to
complete.
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The Rongelapeze at Rongelap will be informed of all proceedings and
shall be consulted prior to any examination. The time envolved for
the examinations shall be determined by the Field Trip Officer.

The Rongelap People will be advised that the body burden reevaluation
will not linely occur again for ceveral years, dependent upon the
results of thig curvey.

There will te no pifte given the people of Rongelape This would cover
large gifts involving the entire group.

Se EQULeMENT

Ae

Ce

Ore Conard will furnish a 1OKW generator to be used ashore at Rongelap.
This generator at the end of the curvey will be stored at Nongélep:tor
future use in medical surveys. The ctorage of thic generator will be
approved by the Council tefore ctorage.

it has beer agreed upon that in the cace of any mechanical trouble with
the 10KW generator, the medical group will be able to use the Trust
Territory generator presently at Rongelape

By agreezent, by and between Drs.’ Conard and Macdonald, certain wedical
cupplies and equipment will ve furnished by the Trust Territory.
(Separate listing to be submitted)

7. SALARLUS AND PERSONAL EXPENSES

Ae

Be

The Truct Territory will pay the salaries of their om persounel, unless

otherwise specifically indicated.

The A.L.C. Medical Personnel will be reeponzible for all personal
expenses

THE ABOVE STIPULENTS AND AGREEMENTS ARE ACGREIN UFON BY THE UNDER SIGNED GN THIS

DAY SF TUG L7TH., NOVEMBER 1960.

  

Signed Signed

Dre Re. Conard ; Dre Hed. Macdonald
Brookhaven National Laboratory Director of Public ilealth
Atoaic Energy Commission Trust Territory of the Pacific Ic.

Signed
 

jJeJe Mackenzie

Acting District Administrator

Marshalis District
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