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bo Tareepecple.fros Rongelap fatheMarshall, Islands of the Pacific have| nan

oo, Pawes 7 pets ts “Sea i
rhe been brought to.‘the wsdical Feeearch center of ARC's Brookhaven ‘National ~

"Laboratory at. Upton, Long Teland, Kev York, for examination “and treatcent. _

 

They have nodules to their thyrotd glands which ‘ppear to be‘the reeult of

 
fallout redtation froa a thermonuclear device tested on March 1, 1954. The

we exposureto fallout radf{etion from a cuclear detonation ll years 0806
Wie ‘ 1 ws,ae 7 a -.
8 ~ ae ot ty
A (A total of 82 people of Rongelap Atoll were, aceddentelly ‘exposed te
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averege whole body exposure was approximately ‘175 roentgens, and additional

amounts of rediation resulted from absorption of rediotodice in the thyrotd

glende. Stuce that tice the U.S. Atente Energy Comission and the Truetw
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Territory of the Pacific Islands have apcuscrad ancual medical surveys of

?

the expcaed people. The « crveys are carrie’ out bya Brookhaven National
. be « eetAo

Laberatory teen, heeded by Robert A. Conard, M.D. DOE:ARCHRg

Imasdtately after expceure the people were “evacuated to Krajelein Telend

for treatzent end were subsequently on Majuro Atoll until 1957 when they were :

Leturnsd to Rongelap. Oo their retura to thelr hoze atoll the Vatted States

provided then with @ new village and other facilities and services to assisc

their re-establistszent. The current populstion of Rorgelap is atout 228

Persons. ca April 30, 1965, Congress approprieted $950, 000 as "cocpasstonate
“ye ”

“relief” payoont:tothe 82 persons who were exposed.
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pon . “Medtee1skaatiattosfaarch, 1964, revealed that “three dirte 13to 14, wa
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chy 9, wo The ma ea ‘ :
mor “years old, kad develozed odales in their thyrotd glenda, Polloviag eurgery

es psat,the‘vSeRaval Horptéalon Cosa,‘the stele vere repdrried'‘to ‘Rongelap.’ the

s

ShsBe= nodules vere not ci ltgant. A sedtcalreport based on cheneappeared ta .
ar foc ! *.

. May, 1365, fasue of ‘the. Journal of the Avertcan Medical posoctattons
: %

me three recent cases Were detected in March, 1965, “To of thea are

‘tn boys 12 and |17 years old aad the other in @ wouan aged an. The waticate®

are being acconpanted during: thetr trip by Dr. John Taman, a Marshallese

precttctoner,vho will serve as interpreter. It {te anticipated thet the

“Hershel Telene ers will be in this country oaly a month or 0. They arrived”

-in Bavatt on Jane 15 en route from the Mershell Ielands toBrookhaven,
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