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January 22, 1969
BIKINI‘CLEAN-UP TO START SOON
Saipan (MNS)--U.S. Atomic Encrgy Commission and Department
of Defens
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jumped into action to get the Zikini rehzbilitation

moving as quickly as possible. Col, John Schott of the AEC

visited Saipan Tuesdzy, January 21, to arra;ge transportation fqr‘
an ecignt-man survey team to begin clearing the Eneu Island zirstrip
on Zikini Atoll. Uniortunately, the Trust Territory ships in thel
Marshalls are ﬁow tied up with tyrhoon relicf efforts. Other
possible means of transportation are being explored.
A;cﬁrding to Deputy High Commissioner Martin P. Mangan, the.
"~ Atomic En=rgy Commissioner has several hundred‘thousand d511=;§ o
wnich must be spent before the end of fiscal year 1969 or before
July 1, 1969. The total of AZC znd Defense Department fundsﬁk
available at this time is understood to be in the vicinity of
$600,CC0. The cogt of cleahing out the dangerous structures,

.debris a2nd radioactive iron is estimated by the AEC's contractor,

Homes and Narver, to be $1,200,000, Tue entire return to Bikini

will cost about $3,200,000. Former President Johnson requested

$1.7 aillion in his budget messaze last week, but the fact that.

other woney is now available will mean 3ikini rehabilitation can

start at least six months earlier thaa previously plaaned.
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of the first jobs to be dome oa Bikini is to clezr

400 feet of the Zneu airstrip so that short-takeoff-znd-landing
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aircraft of the Kwajalein Missile Range can land to bring in

initiazl supplies and manpower. The logistics of shipping heavy
equipment and suppiies reportedly have been arrahgcd for by the
military. The ALC has planned 13 weeks for mobilization of the
clean~-up, but they expect it can be done faster,

Director of Community Development, Fran Mahoney said that twelve
to twenty Bikinians from Kili Island would be needed by the end
of February.

The AEC plans to start by removing the radioactive ccrap énd
dumping it at sea. The hugevrusting towers would be demolished as
would zny other unsafe structure and the cement bunkers would be
repaired where cracked. The exact scope of the work is not clear at

this time, but it is expected that there will be a considerable

amount of brush clearing. The brush would be piled for compost,
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or burnec.

While the future financing of the Bikini retura is not clear,
Trust Territory officials appear to be delighted thzt the first
step will socn be taken, ‘

In other prepcrations for the return to Bikini, Dr. Robert A.
Conard is preparing to do baseline studies on the Bikini people so
that the amount of radiation accumulated after their return can bef
measured, Dr. Conard, of the Erookhaven National Laboratory; has”
been responsible for the continuing cbservation of the Rongelon

people since their exposure to radiocactivity fifteen years azo.

-More-
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"while a few Bikinians may return goon, it must be remembered
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that the atoll will not be able to support a sizcable pogulation‘

for six or more years.
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