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November 35, 1976

Fred M, Zeder
U.S, Dept. of the Tnterior Rm 43:2
Washington D.C. 20240

Ros Quy Giient: People of Utirit Atal], Marshall Tslands

Negligence - Murch 1, 1954

Year Sir: ;

as office has been retained by the People of Utirik Atoll
rshall Jslands, United Nations Trusteeship, to seek cempensaticn

ontheir behalf for damages they have suffered as a result of the
negligence of tne United States Government in the detonation of a
nuclear device on March 1, 1954.

For the Jast 22 years our clients heve suffered from the effects
of their exoosure te radiation with only token compensation and
periodic medical treatment which can oniy be described as experimentation.
Along with the high desree of thyroid tuinors, including malignancy’,
amung the exposed population, evidence hus been detected that secend
generation chiicion are being genetically arflicted. Pusides the
direct physical danase, the entire> polubation of the atoll suffers
from the caotional and psychological effects of the expectation of
Continuing health problems. Your agency should be well aware of the
cnviorniental MaraCt the radiatien has had upen the flora and fawia
af ULivik Atol]. Now that the former residents of Bikini Atel] have
laen Conponsated for ‘teks property losses by Coneressicnel action,
it is time that the people of Utirik Atoll shall he compensated fy
the Joss of life, continuing diseases, threat of disease, altered
CNVLYOMeNt und the humiliation of being treated as huonen sulnes pius,

There cre still 40 persons ulive in the exposed gram Living on the
Atoll. This office now demands that cach aad every member of that
group be coupensitted in the sum of Owe Millen Dollars (31,000 ,002.60)
for physical and PsychologicaaL injury. Further demand 4:5 made uli
behalf ol ali other inhabitants of ike Atell in the sum ofSixty >
Million Dollars ($4.0 009,000.00) oor psychelopicat, emotional and
cnviormental Camayes.
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This office has in its possession a laree armint cf docuantatien
supporting the Meglipence invelved in the arch 1, 1954 detonation
which has caused the damages, as well as doe:sentation supporting
the extent of thera damaseos. We fee) cenfidont that your agency
has access to most, if not all, of this inaterial, since most are
the results of stulies sponsured hy the United States Energy
Research end Developmecnt Adisinistration, Yommerly Anown as the
Atomic Energy Comission,
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Our clisnts are continuing to suffer disease and loss. of life and
land use as a result of this incideat. Jn fact, the U. S. Energy
kascarch aid Reveiopment Adasnistration has cancelled a December,
1976 medical survey expedition ta the Atoll as a direct result of
cur clicats demind for compensation. This office ureas that such
a survey be conducted immediately and Gist our clients not surfer
further as a result of their eftor‘ts to seck redress for the wrongs
they have suffored, 

 

7
ge
be

or
a
l
e
a
y
e
e
e
e
R
e
a
i
e
a
e
p
i
e

mis office will pursue our clients! claiws to every level of National
P International administration. We feel that the precedent of the

poopie of the Bilink Atoll) should now bs applied to the bodily and
psychologigal injurics of our clicnts.

This office will be happy to fursish any infermation recarding onr
ciients' claim and expeet an jmnediate response to our deminds.

Yours truly,

to aa R bd. \‘ anak C. ta etdhAe

RONALD G. BAKAL .

RGB i lm

cc: Aplos Kios, Troi? (Chieh of Utirik Atoll
Kohert A, Conard, i.D., U.S. Snergy Research and Development

Adiinistration
Fred Zeder, U.S. Department of Interior
Secretary of the Trasteeshia: Council, United Nations
United Nations Ganeval Assembly
U.S. Senator Alten Cranston
Goorpe Arlan, Attormey at Law
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