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R Qur Client: People of Utirik ALoll, Mayshall Islands

Negligence - Mirch 1, 1954

Dear Sir: )
'lhis office has been retained by the People of Utivik Atoll
Marshall Islands, United Nations Trusteeship, to scek conpensatien
on their behalf fov damages they have sulfered as a rosult of the
negligence of the United States Government in the detonation of a
nuclear device on March 1, 1954,

For the last 22 yeavs our clients have suffered fiom the cffects
of their exposure te radiation vith only token compensation and
periodic medical treatment which can oniy be described as experimentation.
Along with the high depree of tiyroid tumors, including rrzallg:;nanay,
anong the exposed nonuhnt;ca evidence hus been detected that secend
generation k.h),,u...k] are bc:u.(v pnnv"imll\.' aiflicted. Uesides the
direct physical dumagce ) the entive p.)]lﬂ.’h).()l of the atull suf{ers
n'\m the <-xotmudl and psychological effects of the cxpectation of
antineing health prablems,  Your agency should bo well aware of the
c‘.nvi,ornn'r;-ntal impact the radiatien has had upen the flora and fawna
of Utirik Atoll. Mow that the former residonts of Rikinl Atell hoeve
Leen compensated for thelr preperiy losses by (,,ongmb.su.ml action,
it 1s time that the people of Utirik Atoll shall he cowpensated {or
the Jozs of life, continuing discases, threat of discase, altered
enviroient and the humiliction of being treated as huwnin guincu pigs.

There ore =(ill 40 person:z alive in the expesed gromm )‘i\-'ing on the
Ao11. This offive now demands that cach aad every neeber of thut
group be corpensated in the sum of Oue Millica lwllars ("l G500,0062.¢0)
for physical and psychological injury. Turiher demond is made o
Pohal{ ol ull otirer inhabitants of the Atell in the sum of Sixty
Millien Dollaws (S63,000,000.00) or psycholopicat, eaciional and
cnviormental dumages. : :
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: This office has in its posscssion a laree ammunt of documentatien
4 Ju“p01f\nv the hugllﬂanc invelved in the March 1, 1654 detonation
4 vhich has caused the damages, as well as decwnentation supporting
g 1hc oxicnt of thera daeges.  We feel condidont that your agency
K has access to most, if not all) of this material, since most arc
; the results of studies sponsoved by rhe United Stetes Lnerg;
E Pesearch end Dovelopment Adimizdetration, fommerly hnown as the
; Atomic Frovgy Lonmu~smon
B
4 Our clients are continuing te zuffer disecase and joss of life and
fr lond use as a vesult of this incident. Jn fact, the U. S. Energy
3 Rescarch and Tevelopmont Adainistration has cancelled a Deconber,
E 1876 medical survey expedition to the Atoll as a direct result of
- i that such

cuir clivats demand for cospensation. This office urue:
a survey be conducted immediately and iz oour clicnts not suffer
further as a 10ku1L of tiwir efforts to seck redress for the wiongs
they have sufforec

('., (s

1h1< office w11 puwrsue our clients' claims to cvery level of National
T Intemational administration. We feel that the precedent of the
pcoplc of the Dilink Atol) should now b2 gpplied to the Lodily and
psychologicul injurics of our clients.
This office will be hopoy to furaish any information recarding onr
clients' claim and expect an immediate respense to our demimds,

Yours tiuly,
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cc: Aplos Kios, 1roij ((hicf) of Utirvik Atoll
Robert AL Comard, M.D., U.S. ¥norey Rescarch and Davelopment
‘ Administration
Fred Zeder, U.S. Departmont of Interior
Secretavy of the Trasteeshiy Council, Uiitced Nations
United Nations Geneval Asscably
U.S. enator Allen Cranston
Goorpe Aslan, Attomey at Las




