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' S Nof%ﬁ on TRDA Meeting to Discuss Prchiecs Concorning!

tho Madical Examinations of Marshallern Peoplac-

.: : (- :

o (Germantown,fNarylandt~ﬁﬂy 16y, 1077)
Those present at the meeting included: 5from 'L, Drs, Bond, Cronkite,
Cohn, and Congrd; from DOIL, Janice Johnson; from EREA,_Drs. Buzr (who
chairaed the meeting), Weyzen, Porster, and Megsyo. Ray, McCraw, and others.

Conard gava a hgndout of suggeated toplcs foildidcuaqion alpngAwith

]

coples of gome pertinent material and then presented a review of the

ecvante occurring in the recent medical survey i the tarehall Iclands

.

An March~April, as background for topics to be dlacussed. A brief SUMIATY

of discussion of major topics follows,

Pl

ngurc of DML Hedical Propram in &he Marehn1l Iclands

With Dy. Knudsen, thé resident'phyaiciaﬁ_in‘the ¥archall Iclends,
icaving.the program at thé end of the year, aﬁa retirenent of Dr. Conard
scheduled for January 1979, recruitment of.one or mora physicfions for the
program will be necessary, Should the positioﬁ of resideat phyciclan be
continuéd? Ia it necossary to continuazféur yearly wiaita to ﬁcngglap
and Utirik? The following alternatives were diocgsscd:

1, Recruit two physicians to relieve Conard und Knudcen &ad continue
the program as before. Tha resldent physician wipht bo acguircd on a
year-to-year basis with the help of soma group, cuch co the Ualveroity of
Hawaii or the Public Health Servicle;j

2. Have only one physigian in the program wio, in sdditicn to adminis-

tering the program from BRL, would vieit the islcndo blaanually for a
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‘to the people would be nocessary.. In any event, a letter to Oscar deBrum

3

| L A
September checkup on the people and organize and coiiy out tho'sanual ;
medicsl survey {n March-April. Ihe Trust ‘Torritory would, hopefully, -
. Y . g
f111 in for tha other querterly visits to the outer islunds,

3. As in 1, except recrult. a paramedic insteod of a physician g
. ¥

to be in tﬁe iglands, .and make éhé quarterly vigita facluding aséistange'

to the physician on the Séptgmber trip and tbe.anpual Burvey. Alternat%xe
3 seemed to be favored. ‘The concensug wag thatvqgartorly'tripu chould b;
continued 1if poasib%o, DNL would explore furthqf‘thcce peoolbiliclces. It

was pointed out that if the quarterly trips were cbandoncd an explenation )

o~
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conceriing the future status of the medical program would be desirable,

Ezc question was raised as to whether, from’the roacarqh pOiht of view,
ERDA might have gotteh "nearly all the mileage" out of tho progrea and
anotﬁer organizatidn mighp-take over. It was polnted out that with the
increésing development of hypothyroidism in many exposcd pcaplo and tlhe
continued development of thyroid nodules there weos, 1f anything, an in-
cransa in rescarch intercat in the program, . ﬁ

It wus agreed that ERDA should support furt?cr traindey of cna or Pore
Marshallese pergonnel, perhaps at the Univeraity of lawail, to pavilcipate

in the madical program in thd {elands. Such tralning would be primarily

for general health care, but also include some acpcets of rediation and

its effecta,  Purther exploration of this program should be pursued with

the Trust Territory,
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Lottor to thr Mariotrate of Utirik b 1 P D

At the tice of the March survey, tho Utirik Council requested a
. T

. i v ' .
letter as soon &8 possiblo as to whether ERDA would cbtafn a rellef

§
" physician for Dr. Knudsen in order for continuaticn of tlie quar{srly !
. , . . ‘;; ]

visits to their island. If no feplaceuent b intcndéd; they stated
they would attempt to locate a doctor of thalr own for thic purpoce.

A draft of a a letter to thé Magistrate of Utirik wne“%reaentod end
. ) v .
since there was some objection to the wording of the lttter, it waa to

be revised by ERDA,

sasvw

" The ERDA answers to the letters from the peopla of Ringelan ond Utirik
It was apreed that BRDA nceded to revise the.prcccnt drafte of the

answering letters in the light of the results of this mqéting and recent

]

evenla,

-

!
Responee to Bokal end Bekal (law firm) letter reopnnding ponding

- gult by the Utirik people apainst BRDA » 4*

An angswer prepared by ERDA lawyers at Las chcolwcs read. Tae

lettar outlined the concern and support (medical, ete.) ¢f tio Utlrik

people by ERDA (AEC) over the years.

Thyrold Control Study

It was pointed out that more information was badly nzcded on the
generel Incidence of thyreld abnormalitico in the unexpoccd Harehollese
people in order that findings, particularly in the Utirile population,

could better be evaluated with regard to radiation cipesusa, Buring the
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past survey, cons 300 uuonposed péople of ULifﬁt‘ nd'ﬂougolvn Nh:a iaclnded

,\“i,..!

in a Lhyroid aur\ay "It vas poinhcd Qut thut ‘h"ra mﬁth ba parb’ﬁa a. : ; o
:"’ VI -n ’
dozen people in tha. nex; two yea1a\iﬂ thia ptnvn on thm thyro‘d Jur;ery
. ; t (S ":. . J
i I
vould ba_iudicntod. It would he dLgirpbls LV nav« phnse pqtinntn tcken -

\ : n\

pexhaps to Tripler Arvy Hoapital in Hono]ulu, uniug tls srma ourgeen and

pathologiaL vho huya been involved 1n the progrcn. * DRIR agrccd,to give

‘Briefing ot DOI

Tha DOI represcatative quggcstéd that a bricfing of Mr. A, kilnkel

“(new High Comnissioncr of the Trust Tarritor}) snd lira. Tuth Van Clove

(new Director of Office of lerritories at DOL) by soma IRDA roprecentatives
would be helpful, particularly prior:to‘the U weetiaps 4n llow Yogk. One
of the toples to be discussed would be the préble:a accecloted w;th th
Congress of Micronesias PL*5—52ﬂ(concerning cértuiﬂﬂho:vitai'bonefits\to
Rongelep and Utirik people)}. lhsre is a disparity bcL\c:x the Conﬂera
bill and the ERDA-TT agxeemané W ich would seem to fndicoto a pooeible
r“YiSiQﬂ of Qholb¥l¥._ angresamﬁnlpalosihug LQd1catcd ?hat nq foft taat

P

such a rovisfon would bo required.

Ex gratia commennntion bill for Rongcloo rnd Hedrdlc poanle

At the rcquest of BOI, an updated summary of rodicel Cindings waos
prepared, It was pointed out that the liste of people with findings were
continuously belng added to. Only 23 of 65 exposcd Rongelap people now
living are nst lated an having thyrofd ebnormalitics. The DOI repre-

sentative rerarked chat tha so-called Burton bill vaa sa cienibus bill

5011293
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injurics., Tha bil% had a&rcady been' pprode by tho Lonﬂe of fleprocentatives.

COvaring nevarul u,
N )

! v

UnfortunuLelj, t\o thanuc% in wordin& auggcatcd by’ LnD A bad not beca included

\\

§ in the Vﬂxﬂiog pamscd. It 5a|undcxstood Lhat £0r cncﬁncs mey-ctill be

%15 — : euggestod befo:ﬁ the 8cncte coneidevation of tna bill.

‘ Annual medthi rh"ctupa on Bikini and Ini\ctn" prnp]e
] v W
fince the Bfrini cad Eafwetak people were ot arpoced to raddation at

the {ffu of Lhe accident, o {8 true of LhG Rongelap ead Utdzil people,
i

i © madical ex axdnaciona would not be juatt{ied on - the basls of FUuUAblG radiation
. ! <

: effecto. ﬁowevcr; the view has been expressed that th:az dizplaced people
: should be conoidcged ag a npecial group of Harghnllooo; end the fact that
i 'thgy will be liviag on_ialéndn thnt have beenlcontqnina;cd would warrant

: annual medié;l checkués for peyéﬁOIOgicni rcaaoﬁn (reensurance) if for
nothing morc./ It woo noted that the Bikint peovlé hava tenuasted by letter
that the piL gz i{cal groun viﬂit thLm, also that Congreocnan Daloes hus

publicly onnr 1ocd diuhfpointment that the Eniwotak pregron Coes not - A

—t

include modical exnminations of the returning people. Tac Cahairman said
that DBER would give thig aubjeLL further consideration end roport on

their conclusions later.

Biogtuay program - Bikind and Enivetak

1
Bilidni -~ A letter to Dr. Liverman was preccated with tablea of Ca

end Py findings. The increase in 13763 body burdeno of the Bildad poople

a0t12qL .
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((10—12 ti:ﬂa the 1974 lc alu uith soma. peoplo ncnf Lhﬂ 12G) v*s con oidcred

%
a ecrious fiadind, lhﬂ pLople admitted thac Lh,y} hd'bcen equng»zha
i N A

v 1 !

forbiddan pandanua and breadiruit which could accounu for tho ichcascd
. i S
fbody ?urdeny hlth rngord to Pu, the problema asuoc;a o4 with gottimg- U

sufficfent urine sorples for analysis Ly "clean" technigquz, cs rocomzended
by TIG group, was mentioned and further conéideration muct be givcn to

acquiring adcquato oamploaa~ The Bikini eiLuation would 9bed aful

2 . , . .

W consideration by tho ncw standing committeo to- bo for“*d 03 dcucribcd
[N}

below.

4

\ Eniwctek =~  DORBS thinks {t urgent to have waole Lody counting done:

 on the returning Lnivotak people within several wontha. It wes agrecd
‘ .
A}

that BNL should arronpe to have this done, using the exlsting whole-body

! —
.
' cowmter trailer which would:be sat up at Fniwetak, Coot for ncw glectronic

equipmeﬁt wog}d be p;o&ided.by hRDA. The  present bloansoy program (inciud—
-ing sick cell by physicians) would continus at Bikini for the present, but
the Eniwetok bloassay program would not Sa connected with physiciens.
The aubjecL of bringing gome Bikini pooplc to Hew York for fn vivo
A counLing aL NYU was discusaed und tho opinion was c"nroascd tunt Lu;al
might qeuge undue concern on the part of tho Likiniano. The posolbility

of bringidg non-Dikind people back for counting was sucacstad,

Declsion-malking responoibilitics ‘ 1 e

& ..

Responoibilities for rediation asseusnent in the Marshall Ialands
{n ERDA has been divided batwoen DOXS and DLBR. DOLS gathers radiological

date from different leboratorfes (BNL - Terrcotrial, Univerofty of

o011285
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3 The naed for a standing comnites, for ovorull OVQlLaLiou of tue ~
environxmntal and personncl radiological mon;toring dQLO vag cgrcod o '
o L be urgont. Perhana imth mtre-agency, as mll as; mtowngenom . cﬁrm?.ttcca )
K RN e R
I T Lwlthy decision—mpkinﬂ vouaxs would be nqucoooLy.g 1ue L““& cormdiicy woulds o o

carry out zt leost emnual reviews of radiological data and tha Chairaan

advise on recommendations &nd necessary action. ‘

" ' Robert A. Conard, M.D. -
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