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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY . (145 A
WASHINGTON D.C 20240 Beid32 &
Haemorandum AUG 2 3 1975
To: Assistant Secratary, Program Development and Budgst
From: — Director of Territorisl Affairs {Sgd.,) Fred M. Zeder
Subject: Radiological Survey of Bikini Island and Eaiu Island of
Bikini Atoll - )
We ara faced vith a critical situation in the Bikint Resettlement N 'rﬂgﬂ

) Project which rcquires immedista decision. — S e

work on the Bikini Resettlement Project had bm halted t:nporarﬂy __,Sc u/
pending 4 new radiological survey which was being econducted os Bikimi
Island. This was necessary since the people wished tha last incre- »
rent of houses to be located in the interior of the island rather than - . ;"
along tha lagoon. You will recall that you chairad an Inter-Agency . -
peeting om this aspect om June 25, 1975. The praliainary report om '
the June radiological survey nowv has been relsssad and a mesting was

) held at Livermore Laboratory in Livermore, Californisa, from August 1ll-
13. This vas attended by representatives of all agencies concerned to
discuss the scientific analyses and recommendations.
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In brief, the June 1975 analysis has shown that. parts of the island of
Bikin{ are still contaminated and in certain aspects parallels radio~-
logical conditions existing on Engebi Island in the Enewstak Atoll.

For Engebi, the official U.S. decision wvas that che island vas
potentially too dangerous to permit residence thers. Accordingly, the
Enewetak Resettlement Project excludes Engebi as a habitation placa.
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A basic question nov arises as to vhat should be done with respect to
. Bikini Island vhere some 40 housing units and one commmity building
have been completed for the people of Bikini. Some 150 Bikinians are
waiting on Kil{ planning to move to Bi{kini Island in September. This

a0 '

would be the first official contingent of the approximacely 700 former H
Bikinians vho have indicated they wish to return to Bikini Atoll. ’ f'
Additionally, there are sone 70 Bikinians already residing on Bikini %
Island. These have drifted back on their own during the past two years. ‘):
Background _,ifﬂ.
Bikini Atoll was surveyed and snalyzed by the Atomic Enerzy Commission - ‘}
during the 1964-67 period. In 1968, Bikini and Eniu Islands vare ‘l_"
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declared "safe”™ mnd suitablas for ressttlemsnt. Since that period, ‘
testing and analysis techniques have beem vastly iaproved. Tha same ..
current techniques used in Enewetak Atoll warse applied ia tha June -
1975 survey of Bikini Island and Emiu Island, The analysis reveals s
that Bikini Island has considerable radiation levels in the iatarior @ '
portion wvhich is above ths acceptable safety standards. Final - . ;
analysis of octhar faetors, particularly lans water, is expected oaly . o
to underscors the potentisl dsngers of living in certain parts of

Bikind Island. . .

In contrast, the island of Eniu, sems four miles to tha south eof
Bikini Island, definicaly is "uh by all the nev testing matheds
and analyees. Bikini Island Tecsived heavy fallout from the 1954
S3RAVO"” tests vhersas Bniu Island baing soms £eur miles to tha south
was ounido the fallout corridor. i

ERDA, rnu.si.n; that the TIPI Mmtuutian bas buu: 40 housing
units and one commmity building om Bikini Islend, included rTecommanda-
tions vhich vould permit ths use of houaing facilities prssently tharxe
and yat keep the sxternal and intarunal dose estinmates within safe
limits. Thase recomasndations rsgquire that csrtain remedial actions b.
taken snd prohibitions be establishad: - . ‘ .

1. s0il removal and pm-un: of glean coral ;rﬂol uomd ths
houing units;

2. Bo use of Bikini Island ground or "lans" water for ~drinking or
cooking purposes; - _

3. 5o pandanus or bresdfruit grown eu Bikini Island to be eaten; -
-4, 1o mors housing wnits to be built on the island; end

5. all commmity duildings, pu’tuuhrly the oehool tacuitiu.
be on EZniu Island.

A docuioﬁ neads to be taken at onca on ths eptions open

1. Should tha Department of tha Intsrior accept the ERDA recommsuda~
tion that present facilities om Bikini Islend be used under very
specific rtguhtionl and prohibitions. This would acknovledgs a
visk factor. -

oR

2. Should a decision be made to concsatrats all housing tuﬂiciel and
commmity faeilicies on Eniu ul.md
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A rough estimate of construction costs for :!u ncua nvins unplq It A
ou Enig Island 1is about $3.8 aillion. numldu:hclnd.ujn RN
repair work em tha dock :ha.nu:h.muuxfhu LI el "':q,- T
At a -in.imm, thn. cmtrucu.n; a cuphn vﬂluc euphz on Mu L ‘ o
Island would run to approximately $4 millton. 4 Special Supplemental ~ Y.
_of approximately $3 million mld bo thnitod to e.uphta :h Bkiat . 7 --
Basattlenant Progact. - LoLe Il nal < ‘-:‘J‘A..r',; ~:_.:, ‘
You may wish to call en Mnt- mting of th. Hashingm I.un:- Faee
" Agency group to discuss this preblem. 0SD concurs that a high—level f, '
meeting should be held oo this matter in the very near future. ' -~ } 7_‘"_7:‘_"::
: . e, Tt .

1f this decision is made, it wowld entail replasisg the 40 howsisp -

units and the sehool building alrsady completad om Bikimi Island. "‘“ “i‘».:..‘

The TTPI Administration has roughly $700,600 ou hand from YY 1!75
for Bikini eonszruction plus amothar $400,000 for additicaal”

construccion Iin the YY 1976 Budget. AL present costs, this m].d
aot be snough for all of thas ramaining 38 hmuu; cnit. lnd N
dditimal community hildingn. ' _ I :" -
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Memorandum 13 June 70
To : Distad Marshalls
From : Distad Rep Bikini
Subject ¢ My comments on the accompanying report on the M-boats

-at Bikini Atoll.
Since I arrived on Bikini over six months are the M-BDoats have been one of
my biggest problems. One of the threce has never run in all of this time.
The other two have run sporadically. Most of the observations made by Mr.
Kirk I can personally verify. Having spent over six months with these
M-boats I can relate many instances that back up his conclusions.

There have been times when we have tried to move one of the inoperative
M-boats by tying one of the running M-boats to it and using the powar from
this one to move both of them, and have one or both of the engines on the
running boat cut out and fail to restart (the batteries socon go dcad upon
repecated attempts). In one instance we ncarly were blown out to sea before
we managed to get one of the other engines running and move back to the dock.
== When the two running boats are docking and the engines are changed from
ahead to astern one of the engines frequently fails,

The ramps on the boats frequently do not operate and off-loading of many ite:
especially hecavy equipment, is impossible., -- The ramps have been down
nurmerous times and the winches have been unable to lift them, and in two case
the ramps fell into the water and could not be raised without special
assistance.

The latest instance of repcated malfunctioning of these M-boats occurred
during the past three weeks. The Atomic Encrgy Commission chartcred one of
the boats for their use in conducting their work on various islands on the
atoll. 1In three weeks the M-boat was used only five hours due to sundry
mechanical problems. They used our Boston Whaler instead of the M-boat.

All of these defects and problems require at least the services of one full
time marine engineer. We have not had a qualified marine engineer on Bikini
for over four months and the man we had originally was overworlked to the
point of not being able to even keep up with the problems as they occurred,
let alone get ahead of them. Necedless to say, the problems we have bad with
the M-boats have slowed the rehabilitation program down. And now that we

are starting to work on the island of Bikini we need a M-bcat operating cvery
work day. And the safety factor, which is foremost, has not even’ been
mentioned. . : '
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This project requires one well equiped M-boat in good running condition all
of the time and one full time, qualified marine engineer to maintain and
operate the poat. We have neither. I will not be responsible for accidents
resulting in damage to or loss of equipment and/or injury to or loss of
life, that result from the malfunction or improper operation of the M-boats.

I request that you initiate action in all possible haste to obtain for us a
safely running M-boat and a qualified marine enginecer. Please advise me of
your action as soon as possible.

/s/ Lewis Glenn

Lewis Glenn
Distad Rep Bikini

cc Deputy Hicom, Coleman
Chicf Com Dev, Saipan
CDA, Marshalls
Distad, Marshalls
Dr. E. E. Held, AEC Party
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