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“Baker” atomic test at Bikini Atoll, July 1946. U.S. Navyproto
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HOw TO READ THIS CHRONOLOGY:
Weapons Testing-~even numbered left hand pages 4-34; destruction of island home-

lands and radioactive contamination of people, land and food sources.

Resettlement of People--odd numbered right hand pages 5-39; the struggle to

Survive in exile.

There is some necessary overlap for clarity; a list of sources used concludes

the Chronology on pages 36 and 38.

 
BIKINI ATOLL IN 1946, PRIOR TO
THE START OF THE NUCLEAR TESTS.

5007598 lst edition published July 1978

2nd edition published August 1981



| “FOR THE GOODOF MANKIND...”
Marshall Islands people have borne the brunt of U.S. military activity in Micronesia,

from nuclear weapons experiments and missile testing to relocations of people and radio-

active contamination of people and their environment. All, as an American military com-
mander said of the Bikini tests, "for the good of mankind and to end all world wars."

Of eleven United Nations Trusteeships created after World War II, only Micronesia was
designated a "strategic" trust, reflecting its military importamce to the United States.
The U.N. agreement has allowed the U.S. to use the islands for military purposes, while
binding the U.S. to advance the well being of the people of Micronesia.

Western nuclear powers have looked on the Pacific, because of its emall isolated popu-

lations, as an "ideal" location to conduct nuclear activities unwanted in their own
countries. a

In addition to Bikini and Enewetak, the U.S. has tested nuclear weapons at Johnston and
Christmas Islands; the British at Christmas Island and in Australia; and the French con-
tinue to test at Moruroa and Fangataufa Atolls in "French" Polynesia. More than 180 atomic
and hydrogen bombs have been detonated in the Pacific region since 1946; over 100 by the
United States.

The health and safety of people, be they Marshallese or American citizens and military

personnel, has been a very low priority in the U.S. government's nuclear testing program.

As Commissioner Libby of the Atomic Energy Commission said in 1953: "People have got to
learn to live with the facts of life, and part of the facts of life are fallout."

The Marshall Islands Chronology tells the story of U.S. military activities in the

Marshall Islands and their effect on Marshallese peoples’ lives and environment. It is a

story that has remained wmtold for too long.
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1945 AUGUST 6 Japan: The U.S. drops
a 13 kiloton atomic bomb on Hiroshima
city, killing appréximately 100,000
people. Three days later a second
atomic bomb is dropped on Nagasaki city,
killing approximately 70,000 people.

NOVEMBER Washington: American military
and political leaders begin planning
nuclear experiments for further devel-

opment of nuclear weapons. Two tests,

code named Operation CROSSROADS, are

planned to demonstrate the effects of

atomic explosions on naval vessels. A

search is begun for an appropriate

testing site.

1946 JANUARY Washington: Navy offi-
cials in Washington, D.C. announce that
Bikini Atoll in the Marshall Islands

fulfills all climatic, geographical and
other requirements for Operation CROSS5-

ROADS (4,500 miles away from the U.S.;

a small population of 167; a protected

anchorage; and under the control of the

U.S.).

JULY Bikiri: Operation CROSSROADS be-
gins and includes two atomic bomb

blasts, Abie (July 1), an air drop, and
Baker (July 25), an underwater test.
These bombs sre about the size of the

atomic bors dropped on Nagasaki, Japan.

About 42,030 military men and scien-

tists participate in this test series.
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1947 DECEMBER Enewetak: The Navy
decides that Enewetak Atoli will be
used for a second series of nuclear ex-

periments.

1948 APRIL Enewetak: Operation SAND-
STONE begins and includes three atomic

blasts ranging in strength from 18 tgs
49 kilotons, detonated from towers: X-

Ray (April 15), Yoke (May 1) and Zebra
(May 15).

:
~ fy
ooh.

1951 APRIL Enewetak: Operation
GREENHOUSE begins. This series in-
cludes four atomic tests exploded on

towers: Dog (April 8), Easy (April 21),
George (May 9) and Item (May 25). Easy
test is 47 kilotons; information on the

others remains classified. Approxi-

mately 3,200 military men participate

in this series.

 —— =

1947 JULY The Marshall Islands, along with the Caroline and Mariana Islands,

formerly wder a League of Nations Mandate to the Japanese, become the United
Nations Trust Territory of the Pacific, administered by the United States.

 

"Ships remained in the lagoon

during cetonation and fallout pe-

riods ard were subjected to con-

Siderable fallout (during Opera-

tion Greenhouse)."

Studies of Participants in Nu-
clear Tests, National] Academy

of Sciences, September 1980.

500? 5qq Asses

1952 NOVEMBER Enewetak: Operation
IVY begins. It includes the first

thermonuclear (hydrogen) device test,
Mike (November 1), estimated at 106.4

megatons (750 times greater than the
Hiroshima bomb). King (November i6) is

described as a “high yield" 500 kiloton

(continued on page 6)
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Excerpt from the United Nations

Trusteeship Agreement for the

United States Trust Territory of

the Pacific Islands:

Article 6--"In discharging its ob-

ligations under Article 76(b) of

the Charter, the administering au-

thority (U.S.) shall:

2. promote the economic advance-

ment and self-sufficiency of the

inhabitants, and to this end shall

regulate the use of the natural

resources; encourage the develor-.

ment of fisheries, agriculture,

and industries; protect the inha-

bitants against the loss of their

dands and resources; and improve

the means of transportation and

communication;

3. promote the social advance-

ment of the inhabitants, and to

this end shall protect the rights

and fundamental freedoms of all

elements of the population without

discrimination; protect the health

of the inhabitants..."

 

1944 FEBRUARY Enewetak: United States
forces attack and overcome major Japan-
ese fortificaticns én Enewetak Atoll |
after heavy pre-invasion bombardment in
which some Marshallese are killed.

FEBRUARY Kwajalein: U.S. forces capture
Kwajalein Atoll from the Japanese after
heavy fighting. Americans recruit Mar-

shallese to remove battle debris and
build warehouses, air strips, air craft
hangers and other military facilities
on Kwajalein Island. Families join

Marshallese workers at Kwajalein labor
camp.

Kwajalein: The world’s largest atoll is
made up of approximately 93 tiny coral
islands that encircle an 839 square
mile ocean lagoon. Total land area of
93 islands is only 6.64 square miles.

1945 Enewetak: The Americans build a
runway, barracks, warehouses and other
base facilities to carrv on the Pacific
war. The Enewetak people are fed,clothed

5

RESETTLEMENT OF PEOPLE

' to leave, approximately 250 naval ships,

and housed by the U.S.Navy on Aomon and i
Bijire Islands in Enewetak Atoll.

1946 JANUARY Bikini: Washington, D.C.
officials select Bikini Atoll for the

first series of nuclear bomb tests and

its population of 167 must be moved
immediately.

FEBRUARY Bikini: One month after the
decision was made in Washington, D.C.
to use Bikini Atoll for nuclearexperi~

ments, the military governor of the
Marshalls obtains the consent of Biki-
ni's paramount chief for the relocation
of his people. The American military

governor informs the Bikinians that the
scientists are experimenting with
nuclear bombs "...for the good of man-
kind and to end all world wars." The
Bikinians, with no alternative, agree

to leave their home.
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THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC
ISTANDS (MICRONESIA) COVERS A LAND
AND OCEAN AREA OF THREE MILLION

SQUARE MILES.

iP

MARCH Bikini: As the Bikinians prepare
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150 aircraft for observation and trans-
port and thousands of military and sci-

entific personnel begin arriving for
Operation CROSSROADS.

MARCH Bikini: Because the Americans said
that Bikini would be returned to its

people at the conclusion of the tests,
the Bikinians believe their move ig

(continued on page 7)
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1952 continued

atomic test. The Mike blast vaporizes
Elugelab Island leaving a crater one
mile in diameter and 175 feet deep in

the coral reef.

NOVEMBER 16 Enewetak: Ujelang Atoll,
150 miles southwest of "ground zero” is
contaminated with radioactive fallout
from the 500 kiloton King test.

"Prior to...and for weeks lead-

ing up to the blast the prevailing

upper level troughs indicated that

wind was blowing to the vicinity

of our island."

Gene Curbow, HO Weather Report-

ing Element, (U.S.Air Force) on

Rongerik Atoll, 1954.

 

1954 JANUARY Rongerik: 25 Air Force
and 3 Army men arrive on Rongerik Atoll,

125 miles east of Bikini, to set up a

weather monitoring station in prepara-

tion for Operation CASTLE. This nu-

clear test series is to include the

largest announced hydrogen bomb explod-

ed by the L.S. The Rongerik weather
station begins regular observations to

determine temperature, barometric con-

ditions and wind velocity up to and in-

cluding 100,000 feet alove sea level.

FEBRUARY -Rongelap: John Anjain, the Ma-
gistrate of Rongelap Atoll, is warned

by an American Navy friend that the

Rongelap people may be in danger from

the upcoming Bravo hydrogen bombtest. ;

But he doesn't know the date of the
test, and says there are no orders from

Washington to evacuate the people.

Rongerik: The weather station men in-

tensify their observations, as the test
date draws near, checking surface wind
directions and barometric conditions

hourly and upper level weather condi-

tions every two hours. They report to
Joint Task Force-7 (JTF-7) Head-

quarters that winds are blowing east

from Bikini towards Rongerik and

other inhabited atolls,

MARCH Bikini: Operation CASTLE begins

OelOesfe GRSeeeeees0 

U.S. MILITARY COMMANDERS ARRIVE IN
FEBRUARY 1946 TO TELL THE BIKINIANS
THEY MUST LEAVE THEIR ATOLL TO MAKE

at Bikini and Enewetak lasting through
‘May. The series includes Bravo, a*i5-

megaton hydrogen bomb blast, and five
other tests. Koon test (April 7) is
listed at 110 kilotons; information on

the others yemains classified. Approx-
imately 7,200 military men participate
in this test series.

MARCH 1 Bikini: At 6:45 a.m., the Bravo
surface detonation creates a blinding ©
flash of light followed by a fireball
of intense heat, tens of millions of

degrees, shooting upward at a rate of

300 miles an hour. Within 10 minutes

the giant nuclear cloud reaches more —-

than 100,000 feet. Winds several hun-

dred miles per hour at the center and

70 to 100 miles an hour at the blast's
edge rock the placid lagoon like a full
scale typhoon.

 

osA

WAY FOR THE NUCLEAR TESTS.

—

~

 

“The sky was suddenly completely

lit up, brighter, if possible than

daylight itself...The shock wave

that came after the initial blast

was so tremendous that all the

pre-fabricated buildings were

damaged in one way or another.

Almost all of the windows just
blew out."

Donalée .aker, Air Force radio

operator, Rongerik Atoll, 1954.

(continued on page 8)
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1946 continued

temporary. Therefore, they choose to

re-settle on nearby Rongerik Atoll, 125
miles east, although they recognize its

drawbacks: poor quality coconuts, un-
usable well water and many species of
fish which are edible on Bikini but are
poisonous at Rongerik.

 

BIKINI ATOLL

Bobdrotul

Orokan Poe

Agekan

ee
ZS Ung

 

datoko;-Enemen Chain

Be=O
Eeudr&

Ereu    
BIKINI ATOLL, SITE OF 23
ANNOUNCED NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS

<a

MARCH 7 Bikini: The Bikinians' first
relocation is accomplished with little

planning. The people are moved swiftly

from Bikini to uninhabited Rongerik,
whose 17 islands barely contain one-
half square mile of dry land surround-
ing a lagoon of only 55 square miles,

compared to Bikini's 2.3 square miles of
land and 299 square mile lagoon.

MAY Rongerik: Less than two months
after their arrival the Bikinians ex-

press anxiety over Rongerik's meager

resources, and make the first of many
requests to return home.

Enewetak: In preparation for the July
atomic tests at Bikini, the Enewetak
people are evacuated to Meck Island in

Kwajalein Atoll, and the Rongelap and
Wotho people are relocated to. Lae Atoll

for the duration of the Bikini tests.

Rongerik: The people of Rongelap Atoll,

just 25 miles from Rongerik, catch fish

and prepare food and transport it by

outrigger canoes to Rongerik to help

the Bikinians.  

RESETTLEMENT OF PEOPLE

‘ation on. Rongerik worsens.

 

JULY Bikini: Bikini magistrate Juda is
flown to view the results of the first

atomic test. Detonated over the lagoon,

the bomb had caused little visible
damage to the islands. When he reports
this, the Bikinians' desire to return
home intensifies.

DECEMBER Rongerik: The Bikinians' situ-
Food short-

ages occur during late 1946 and early
1947. .

1947 MAY Rongerik: A disastrous fire
damages an estimated 30% of the produc-
tive coconut trees on Rongerik.

JULY Rongerik: The situation on Rongerik
further deteriorates. A medical officer,

after visiting Rongerik, reports the

Bikinians "visibly suffering from mal-
nutrition."

AUGUST Rongerik: An investigatier board
eppointed by the U.S. administration to

look into the Bikinian'’s plight meets
with the people on Rengerik and reports:

insufficient food, a bankrupt store,

low suppiies of water and only one

brackish well on the island. The

board's report concludes: "It would ap- _
pear that their departure from Ronge-

rik has been too long delaved."

SEPTEMBER Rongerik: Harold Ickes, a fer-
mer cabinet member under Presicent

Franklin Roosevelt, in a naticnaliy

syndicated newspaper column makes ceri-

ous charges ayainst the Naw adrninis-

tration for neglecting the Bikinfans on
Rongerik and arouses a storm of criti-

cism.

 

"The Seabees built a model vil-
lage on Rongerik that anyone woulc

be proud to live 7a...The natives

are delighted, enthusiastic about

the atomic bomb, which has aiready

brought them prosperity and a new

promising future.”

U.S.Navy press Statement, April

1, 1946.

(continued on pape 9)
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Bikini: JIF-7 ships are located in mo-
nitoring positions about 40 miles east

of Bikini. Within minutes of the ex-

plosion, Navy personnel see the east-

ward movement of the radioactive cloud
and the ships begin to record a steady
increase in radiation levels. All men

are ordered below decks and hatches and

watertight doors are sealed.

Bikini: Hundreds of millions of tons of
material from Bikini's reef, islands
and lagoon are lifted into the air by
Bravo. Approximately one and a half

hours after the blast, a "gritty white
ash" begins to fall on the 22 fishermen
aboard the Japanese fishing vessel, the

"Lucky Dragon." The fishermen are un-
aware that the ash is fallout from a

nuclear test. Soon after the fallout,

they begin showing the effects of acute

radiation exposure: itching skin, nau-
sea and vomiting.

Rongelap: About three to four hours af-
ter the blast, a white, snow-like ash

begins to fall on the 64 people living
on Rongelap and the 18 Rongelapese on

Ailinginae, about 100 miles east of

Bikini. The Rongelap people receive
no official warning of the Bravo test,

nor any notification of precautions to

take to protect themselves from the

Fallout. The radioactive dust soon

forms a layer on the island 2 inches

deep. It turns the drinking water a

brackish yellow and contaminates the

food. Ry nightfall, as a result of

their exposure, the people beginto ex-

perience severe vomiting and-diarrhea.

 

Atomic Energy Commission press re-

lease following "Bravo" blast,1954:

"During the course of a routine

atomic test in the Marshall Islands,
28 United States personnel and 236

residents were transported from

neighboring atolls to Kwajalein Is-

land according to a Plan as a pre-

cautionary measure. These indi-

viduals were unexpectedly exposed

to some radioactivity. There were

no burns. All were reported well.

After the completion of the atomic

tests, the natives will be returned

to their homes."

rFAnRAt AS

Rongerik: The 28 Air Force and Army men,
although providing hourly weather re-
ports to Enewetak headquarters, are not
warned when Bravo will be exploded.

Within hours of the blast, 125 miles

away, radioactive ash begins falling on
them. "If you can imagine a snow storm
in the middle of the Pacific, that's
what it was like," said one Rongerik
Air Force man.

Rongerik: The weather station reports
the fallout to the Enewetak JTF-7 head-
quarters Dut receives no instructions
about precautions to take. A second

message is transmitted to Enewetak re-

questing evacuation, but headquarters
replies that there are no airplanes

available to evacuate Rongerik.
2 ~ a -

Utirik: Almost 275 miles east of Bikini,

the Utirik people are the last to ex-% <3
perience the fallout from Bravo. The

fallout begins late in the day and is
described as "mist like."

Bikini: Ailinginae, Ailuk, Bikar, Liki-
ep, Rongelap;Rongerik, Taka, Wotho,
Utirik, Jemo and Mejit are contaminated

with radioactive fallout from the 15

megaton Bravo test at Bikini Atoll.

MARCH 2 Rongelap: Radiation monitoring
personnel from Kwajalein arrive by sea-
plane at Rongelap, spend 20 minutes
taking radiation measurements, tell the
people not to drink the water, and
leave to report their findings.

Rongerik:-Fhe-woether station men con= —-
tinue sending radio messages to JTIF-7
headquarters requesting evacuation.

MARCH 3 Rongerik: More than 48 hours
after their exposure, the Americans are

evacuated from Rongerik by an Air-Sea
Rescue plane beginning at approximately
12 noon.

Rongelap: Joint Task Force-7 ships be-

zin the evacuation of the 64 people on
Rongelap and the 18 Rongelapese on Ai-
tinginge Atoil.

MARCH 4 Ucirik: Approximately 72 hours

(continued on page 10)
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1947 continued

OCTOBER Rongerik: Navy officials an-
mounce the Bikinians will be moved to

Ujelang, the western-most atoll in the
Marshalls.

NOVEMBER 22 Ujelang: Ten Bikini men and
20 Navy Seabees go to Ujelang and begin
construction of a new village.

DECEMBER 2 Enewetak: The Navy announces
that Enewetak Atoll will be used for

the second series of nuclear tests, and

RESETTLEMENT OF PEOPLE

 

its inhabitants mist be moved immediate- - Fj
ly.

DECEMBER 21] Enewetak: The 145 people of
Enewetak are quickly relocated to un-

inhabited Ujelang, and the Bikinians
remain at Rongerik, despite having

built housing at Ujelang.

Ujelang: The atoll has only one-third

the land area of Enewetak's 2.26 square
miles and a much smaller lagoon: 25

miles compared to Enewetak's 390 square
miles.

1948 JANUARY Rongerik: University of
Hawaii anthropologist Leonerd Mason

arrives on Rongerik to independently

assess the situation for the Trust Ter-

ritory High Commissioner...

 

 

THE BIKINIANS, STARVING ON RONGERIK
ATOLL, ARE EVACUATED A SECOND TIME

BY THE NAVY IN 1948.

9002004

 

 

THE BIKINIANS ARE MOVED INTO A

TEMPORARY TENT CAMP ON KWAJALEIN

FOR SIX MONTES DURING 1948, AS

THEY LOOK FOR A NEW HOME.

Photo by Leonard Mason

~~

FEBRUARY Rongerik: During Dr. Mason's
second week on Rongerik, he is joined

by a Trust Territory representative who

immediately notifies the administration

of the critical conditions. Within 24

hours, a medical officer and food are

flown to Rongerik. After examining the

Bikinians, the doctor states their con-

dition to be that of a starving people.

MARCH 14 Rongerik: The Bikinians are
evacuated from Rongerik and taken to a

temporary camp at the Navy base on Kwa-

jalein. The Rongerik resettlement at-

tempt has laSted two years and one week.

APRIL Kwajalein: A search begins for an
alternative resettlement site for the

Bikinians.

JUNE 1 Kwajalein: After consideration of
several atolls, the Bikini people vote

in favor of moving to Kili Island, pri-

marily because it is uninhabited and not

controlled by a paramount chief.

SEPTEMBER Kili: An advance party of 24
Bikini men and 8 Seabees arrive on Kili

to begin construction of a new village. ~

Because of rough seas, lumber, roofing

and tools for constructing the village
have to be brought ashore on rafts.

(continued on page 11)  
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1954 continued

after Bravo, the Utirik people are
evacuated by a Navy LCU.

MARCH 5 Kwajalein: Many of the exposed
people from Rongelap, Rongerik and Uti-
rik, evacuated to the Kwajalein Navy
base, continue experiencing symptoms of
severe radiation exposure: itching and
burning of the skin, eyes and mouth,
nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. The ma-

jority of the Rongelap people and the
28 Americans suffer from skin burns on

their necks, arms and feet and loss of

body and scalp hair beginning about

two weeks after their exposure.

MARCH Japan: Two weeks after their ex-
posure, the fishermen on the "Lucky
Dragon'' arrive in Japan. Within a
short time, the radio operator is dead

of leukemia, and other crew members are

111. Within two years the Japanese

government receives $2 million in com-

pensations from the U.S. government for

the "Lucky Dragon's" exposure.

 

"When we arrived on Kwajalein

we Started getting burns all over

our bodies and people were feeling

dizzy and weak,...After two days
something appeared under my fin-

gernails and then my fingernails

came off and my fingers bled. We

all had burns on our ears, Shoul-

Gers, necks and feet and our eyes

were very sore."

Etry Enos, Rongelap Atoll.

MARCH 27 Bikini: Following the Bravo
test, the off limits zone around Bikini

is enlarged eight times. The area in-

cludes the inhabited atolls of Rongelap,

Utirik, Ujelang and Likiep. No island-

ers are ever evacuated before subsequent

tests, however.

APRIL 20 United Nations: 111 Marshall-
ese, elected and traditional leaders

from more than 10 atolls, petition the

United Nations Trusteeship Council re-

questing that "all the experiments with
lethal weapons within this area be im-

RRRRee10eee

9002605

mediately ceased.
should be judged absolutely necessary
for the eventual well being of all peo-
ple of this world...all possible pre-
cautionary measures to be taken (and)
all human beings and their valuable
possessions be transported to safe dis-
tances before such explosions occur..."

 

"The first shot (Bravo) has
been variously described as devas-

' tating, out of control and with

other exaggerated and mistaken
characterizations. I do not wish

to minimize it...but at no time

was the testing out of control."

Admiral Lewis Strauss, U.S.AEC,

at a Washington, D.C. press

conference after the “Bravo"

shot.

<5
 

APRIL United Nations: The Trusteeship
Council approves a resolution in re-

sponse to the Marshallese petition sup-
porting continued U.S. nuclear testing,

but requesting that added safety pre-

cautions be taken and urging the U.&.

to compensate the Marshallese for loss

of land.

APRIL 26 Bikini: Ailinginae, Rongelap
and Rongerik Atolls are contaminated

with radioactive fallout from the Union

test at Bikini Atoll. The yield of |

this bomb remains classified information

MAY 5 Bikini: Ailinginae, Bikar, Ronge-
lap and Rongerik Atoils are contaminat-

ed with radioactive fallout from the

Yankee test at Bikini Atoll. The yield

of this bomb remains classified infor-

mation.

MAY 16 Rongerik: The 28 Americans
evacuated from Rongerik are pronounced

fit, and released for active duty after

medical examinations at Kwajalein and

Tripler Hospital in Hawaii. They re-

ceive no further medical follow up des-
pite their exposure to at least 78 rads
of whole body radiation.

(continued on page 12)
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1948 continued

NOVEMBER 2 Kili: The total Bikini com-
munity of 184 people arrives on Kili
after a 7-month stay on Kwajalein. Kili
(with .36 sq. mile of land) has advan-

tages of good agricultural soil and
stands of quality coconut trees for

copra export. Prior to World War II,

the Japanese had used the island as a

copra plantation. The Island's draw-
backs include a lack of lagoon or pro-
tected anchorage. The full force of the

ocean pounds Kili from November through
May, halting fishing and isolating the
island. Because the Bikinians were

used to gathering fish from a protected
lagoon with their nets, spears and out-

rigger canoes, the new Kili environment

causes many problems.

 

",..Both the Bikini and Enewe-

tak people have been relocated on

other land that,has been deeded to
them and have been given consider-

able assistance in their resettle-

ment and readjustment."

U. S. Representative Benjamin

Gerig to the U. N. frusteeship

Council, 1956.

 

1949 Ujelang: The Enewetak people liv-
ing on Ujelang are totally dependent on

the infrequent (every 3-6 months or
longer) and unreliable Trust Territory

field trip vessels for food and other
needs. Vast distances (640 miles to

the District Center at Majuro, 410 miles

to Kwajalein and 290 miles to the clos-
est inhabited atoll, Ujae) prevent Mar-
Shallese craft from sailing to Ujelang

to pick up copra or to supply trade

goods.

1951 JANUARY Kili: The 40-foot ship pro-
vided for the Bikinians by the adminis-

tration is washed into the Kili reef by

the heavy surf and sinks with a full

load of copra. Rough seas and a short-
age of vessels cause food supplies to
run critically low more than once from
1951 to 1953, even necessitating an air
drop of emergency rations at one point.

JANUARY Kwajalein: About 550 Marshallese

I002b06

RESETTLEMENT OF PEOPLE

are relocated from squalid shacks in the

Kwajalein Island labor camp near the U.
S. military installation to Ebeye Island

three miles away. The Navy constructs

frame houses, cook houses and outhouses
on Ebeye for 370 people.

Kwajalein: Until 1958, the Kwajalein
Navy Station's primary functions are in
supporting the nuclear testing at Ene-

wetak and Bikini.

1952 Ujelang: The people make repeated
requests for sail cloth and paint for

upkeep, repair and operation of their
sailing canoes, as well as fishing net

material and fish hooks, but their

orders do not arrive on the field trip

ships.

OCTOBER Ujelang: A U.S. Navy LST takes
the 169 Ujelang people to a point 100
miles farther away from Enewetak, which

is to be the site of the first hydrogen
bomb test as part of Operation IVY.

DECEMBER Ujelang: A special field trip
ship arrives, but brings only enough

Ssailcloth for two canoes. 5 out of 13
sailing canoes are unusable for lack

of sails. The long awaited order of
‘marine paint for wooden hulls was

"filled" with ten gallons of red paint
for metal and 16 quarts of enamel la-

beled "for garden furniture.” Few of
the other materials can be used, dis-

appointing the people who planned to

paint the canoes after the copra har-

vest. -

 

"Canoes and fishing are the life

of Ujelang. Without the canoes we

cannot get to the other islands in

the lagoon to harvest ccconuts.

Without the fishing equipment, we

cannot catch fish to get enough to

eat."

An Enewetak Iroij (chief).

 

1954 Kwajalein: The Navy Station en-
ploys.226 Marshallese, only 32 of whom
are from Kwajalein Atoll. The popula-

(continued on page 13)  
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1954 continued
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CONTAMINATED BY HIGH LEVEL
RADIOACTIVE FALLOUT FROM THE

BRAVO TEST, THE RONGELAP PEOPLE
ARE CHECKED FOR RADIATION WITH
GEIGER COUNTERS. Navy Photo.

i

MAY Rongelap:
aminations and treatment at the Kwaja-

lein Navy base, the Rongelap people are

resettled temporarily on Ejit Island in

Majuro Atoll, as high radiation levels

on Rongelap prevent their return.

Utirik: Receiving what the AEC doctors

term "small" amounts (14 rads) of ra-
diation from Bravo, the Utirik people
return home from Kwajalein. Brookhaven

doctors state: "Their island was only

Slightly contaminated and considered

safe for habitation.”

JUNE Bikini: Radioactive contamination
130 times above normal levels is dé- ~
tected at a testing point 312 miles
west of Bikini. A Japanese government-
sponsored scientific team sampling

ocean water and marine life reports

that radioactive contaminants are found

in the ocean from the northern Mar-

shalls westward almost to the Mariana

Islands, 3.000 miles away.

1955 MARCH 9 United Nations: Mar-
shall Islands representatives again

petition the U.N. Trusteeship Council

requesting that the nuclear testing be

After three months of ex-

“rhe people exposed in 1954 return home,

halted and that the Bikini and Enewetak

people be compensated for their islands. a

 

"When we were returned to our home
island, the U.S. gave us four large

pontoons filled with drinking water

and boxes of C-rations...They left

and told us not to eat or drink any-
thing from the island. We were

quite suprised that they did not

clean the cement water catchments
which contained poisoned water. When

we ran out of water in the pontoons,
‘someone tasted the water in the

catchments and found it to be okay,

and so then we all drank this water."

Kel Joel, from Utirik Atoll.

 

MAY Enewetak: Operation REDWING begins:
at Enewetak and Bikini. This test se-

ries includes 17 atomic and hydrogen

bombs through July. The Lacrosse test
(May 5) at Enewetak is listed as 40
kilotons. Three hydrogen bombs are
tested at Bikini: Cherokee (May 21)
listed at "several megatons;" Zuni (May

28) at 3.5 megatons; Tewa (July 21) at
5 megatons; information on the other

tests remains classified.

1957 JULY Rongelap: A Brookhaven re-
port for the AEC states that "in spite
of slight lingering radioactivity"
Rongelap Atoll is safe for habitation.

along with more than 200 Rongelap peo-
ple who had been away from the atoll
during the Bravo test. Brookhaven doc-

tors call this unexposed group "an ideal
comparison population for the studies."

Utirik: On the gounds that the lower ex-
posure of the Utirik people is less ha-

zardous (14 rads compared to 175 for the
Rongelap people) Brookhaven doctors ex-

amine the Utirik people only once every

three years.

1958 Rongelap: Stillbirths and mis-

(continued on page 14)
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1954 continued

tion of Ebeye Island (a 78 acre island
less than one mile long and 650 feet

wide) grows to 980 people.

1955 Kili: Trust Territory ships with
supplies continue to have difficulties
off-loading supplies at Kili because of
rough seas.

1956 NOVEMBER 19 Ujelang: The Ujelang
people have received no compensation
for the loss of their home atoll, Ene-
wetak, and are now offered $25,000 in
cash and a trust fund of $150,000 with
semi-annual interest payments at 3 1/32
by the U.S. government. Faced with
harsh living conditions, the people ac-

cept and sign an agreement which says

in part: "...The Government of the
United States shall possess the full

use rights to Enewetak Atoll until
such time as it will not be necessary

to occupy and use the Atoll in the in-
terest of the maintenance of interna-
tional peace and security" and "...This
agreement was made voluntarily and

without any compulsion or coercion

whatsoever."

NOVEMBER Kili: As problems worsen on
Kili, the Trust Territory government
Selects a site in nearby Jaluit Atoll

to start a satellite community. Three

Bikini families move from Kili Island

to the site in Jaluit, 30 miles north.

During 1957, several other families
alternate with these first settlers as
housing is erected and food crops (co-
conmuts, pendanss and taro) are planted.

NOVEMBER Kili: Representatives of the
Kili people sign an agreement giving

the U.S. government "full use rights to
Bikini Atoll...future claims by Bikini-
ans based on the use of Bikini by the
Government of the United States...or on

the moving of the Bikini people from
Bikini Atoll to Kili Island, shall be
against them (the representatives) and
not against the Government."

to Kili and several islands in Jaluit
and $25,000 in cash and a $300,000 trust
fund yielding semi-annual interest pay-
ment of $4,972.50 (about $15 per person

In return,
the Bikinians are given “full use rights"

13

 

ENEWETAK PEOPLE ON UJELANG ATOLL
IN THE EARLY 196058

Photo by Leonard Mason.

=i

a year) to be divided among the

Bikinians on Kili.

1957 NOVEMBER Kili: Typhoon Lola hits
Kili and causes extensive damage to

crops in addition to sinking the Biki-

nians' supply ship. ,

1958 JANUARY Kili: Typhoon Ophelia
causes great destruction on Jaluit and

other southern atolls. All the Kili

people living on Jaluit are forced to

move back to Kili as the satellite

community becomes uninhabitable.

1960 Kili: Rough seas once again pre-
vent the field trip vessels from pro-

viding adequate service to Kili Island.
The Bikinians face food shortages once
more. ’

Kwajalein: The residents of Roi Namur
Island, in the northerm part of Kwaja-
lein Atoll, are relocated to Ennubirr

Island about two miles away, and to

Ebeye. Ennubirr becomes an indigenous

labor camp for the base facilities at

Roi Namur, similar to Ebeye for Kwaja-
lein workers and their dependents.

1961 OCTOBER Kwajalein: The inhabitants
of Lib Island are relocated to Ebeye by
the Navy, as Lib is in the new "impact

(continued on page 15)
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