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Of Biking Yeland,

' SO leave Bikiad Atel.

ALTO4

Neal ©United States Department of the Interior ’: a)
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 202460

JUN 12 17g
Br. dances bE. Ldéverman

. &saistant Gecratary for Environment
” Bepartmont of Eseray
Washington, B.C. 20545

ca. Dear Dr. Livernan:

‘This ic a follewsap to the telephone conversation Mr. John E.
. @aYoung of my staf€ bad on dune $9, 1978, with bh. Joe Deal,
‘“Aggistant Dirceter for Pleld OQnerattona, Division of

, Gpexational ang Environmental Savety, on the urgency of
obtaining lLahoretory enalysia of food sasples froa Encu _
Egeland and an up-to-date report froa the beparteent of Energy
on ¢he possible use of this islandby the current residerts

fhe residents of€icialiy kave requested the Bigh Commissioner
|2 procure thin information for thea eince thay Gp net wish  .

‘ ¥Yeu will recall that cimerinental facd |
gariens vere established by D.0.E. last autumn on Eneu 3

Igland. Some ef the Pikind Foland residents have been working
in thesa experimental qexedens and they cannot understand why

. B.0.E, doesn't ksave sny results aveilebie, other than a
canmpling of some 19 cocomute. Mr. Beal also in his testisony
te the House interior Anproprictians Gubceswittee at the
Flay 22, i979, hearing, roferred to “food samples and other oO
crepes thet are now in the pipeline being analyeed®. Ha stated.
that the results vould bo out in a fey months. | ee

In view of the reluctance of the residents to leave Bikini’
Atoli, if ic imperative that we furnish thea and the Subcoa-

fitieea an up-to-date analysis of the situation on Bneu island
within the next wuistydays. Fhe Bikinians have acked the Eigh

“3” Commissioner to delay.« deciaton on tha site for a teagoraryTae, wee

ce . “, Eelecation until such an analysie is available. | te   tit: Subcommittee
be Kaised at.
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Therefore, I az requesting that D.O.B. qiva tiie matter the
highest of priorities. Kepresentatives of the Sikinians will
;ba present at the Juna 19, 1978, House Interiex Appropriations

that ¢iea aleo.
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‘RS you doubtless: know, wea have already taken the public
‘position that Eneu is unsafe, and that it ought not to be used
as on alternative to Bikini. With D.O.E.‘'s concurrence, I

Subcessmittee:

“fhe Comittee will recall that when we testified before
You a month coo, we anticipated, on the besis of the
hast information then available to us froa the Depart-
ment of Energy, that if it vere necarngary to move the
Foople of Bikini Iekend to an aitermative, safe site, we
could expect that the nearby islend of Eneu would be
avalleble for that purpose. Last Thureday wa learned
that tents c€ a Limited scple Gk focdstuffs crowing on

 

Wey
3h

“fhe test results reported by tha Departeent of Energy
lead the Interier Pepartment end the Government of the
Trust fTerritery co two conclusions: we Bust move all of
the current: eeaidents of Bikini Island off that island,
as quickly sa we are able to do so; we must not move

  

    
       

  

Gneu are net corrach, we must knov that fact presmtly. The
information we received from D.O.5. in Hay supported the abova
categorical etatenents. If there ig any doubt from 5.0.8."

. Btandpoint as to the conclusion atated.cancerning Eneu, wa-
clearly need to know of it prouptly. Any camaents youcan
offer prior to ourearring acheduled for June 19 would be
helpful. Wa shall hope to hear fros you by then.

f | ne Sincerely yours,

@RS, RUTH G. UAT CLEVE”
Meg. Buth G. Von Cleve

fon de me Director
yh : _ Office of Territorial Acfairs

44

I0108495

‘stated the following on May 22 before the Housa Appropriations ~~

fe Eneu showed an uptuke ef radionuclides much in excess of
those predicted on the besia of the known cesium and
strontium content of the coil, _Recordingly, vo have con-
este’. that wa pact eliminate Enew aS .an. altemative . :
gite™ - th

then co Bnew, as head bean the Bikinians! hope end ours®. _

FE the foregoing conelusions concerning thea unavailability of.

 

ts
teed gs! ods : * - 7 4

komt ote oe tt wee . , F

are a
“44 if

hs s
isc? $
pee ’
ata he 2.
veg wT
ye
oo

rA

 

‘T
t 

 t
e

 

 

S
a
l
t
e
d
e
T
.

f
a
y

us
w
e
e
r

gi
tt
t

ih
e
i
t

“t
ka
p
t
e

'
a
e
i 

* 



United States Department of the Interior
OFfFics OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, B.C. 208469
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odeMae ie Chairmeny ee oa -

At the hearins on Bikink oa May 22, f promised to suprise you by Juzs 12

“Gf the results of the visit of the High Comnissionor to Bikini to neet
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“HR ES Grea Biking Vslemd,
i

“ies. ence 4s te xresein on Bikiei Atel). The Bikinions ask that the tics betweed “+
ee wis "moet and the dete they must cave from Biking Esianad te used for additional

: studies by the fepartment ef Enorgy to determine more detinzitely ukusther
ox not Encu is a suitable alternative. We have asked O02 to camlate its

‘la: tests prexnptly. St

ACETro Bikind Island residents expressed great concern absut movieg enychere
SeeerGiea fin the Marshalls, baceuse to do so would “intruie upon the rights of
° ciliers." EE they must Reeve Bikini Atoll, eaey have eskod the High

“Ze ebakeo should ba Jaluit or Kiki. a a

“er, Hinkel end X will diseuss im detail the results of his trip to Bikind,
. i EGLE, and Jaluit with you cnd the Coamittes at the Juss 19 hearing.

Sincerely yours,

Cah.
Mrs. Ruth G. Ven Cleve
Director — 7
Office of forvitorial Affairs

with.the peaple Living thera and to lear: their prefereace for relocation. .

(High Comsiesioner Hinkel bas telephoned to resort that their first prefer- —  

' Coustissionar to designate the site. Ha currently bélicves that the final ~
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